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EMELIO MARQUEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Emelio 
Marquez for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Emelio Marquez is a student at Arvada High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Emelio 
Marquez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Emelio Marquez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

REMEMBERING JUNETEENTH 

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, on June 19, 
1865, the Emancipation Proclamation was 
read by U.S. Army Major Gordon Granger in 
Galveston, Texas to slaves who were unaware 
of the original issuance and reading by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln nearly two and a half 
years prior. 

This day, referred to as Juneteenth, is his-
toric and significant in American history and 
marks the date of freedom for the millions of 
slaves who were liberated. 

This nation was built on the backs of Afri-
can-Americans. And this Capitol and our 
White House, were literally built by the hands 
of slaves. It was only 152 years ago that 
Blacks in America were considered property 
and three-fifths a human. Juneteenth serves 
as a reminder of the atrocities faced by the Af-
rican-American community. 

In 2017, African-Americans are still discrimi-
nated against on an institutional basis. Black 
women in New York State take home $0.66 
on the dollar compared to white men. And un-
armed black people are killed by police at five 
times the rate of unarmed whites. 

Despite being enslaved for 245 years and 
then freed to struggle, African-Americans have 
accomplished so much. It is our duty to ac-
knowledge the ugliness of this nation’s history 
and remain steadfast in our efforts to ensure 
equity and equality for all individuals. While 
our country has made great strides in race 
and freedom, there is still much work that re-
mains to be done. 

IN HONOR OF DENNIS PATRICK 
MULLINS 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to commemorate the life of 
Mr. Dennis Patrick ‘‘Pat’’ Mullins, who passed 
away on May 28, 2017, at the age of 79. 
Throughout his life, Mr. Mullins was an es-
teemed leader in our community and a de-
voted husband, father, and grandfather. Re-
vered for his ability to bring people together 
and beloved for his vibrant personality, charm, 
and great sense of humor, Mr. Mullins em-
bodied the essence of a true conservative and 
a Virginia gentleman. Under his extraordinary 
leadership, the Republican Party of Virginia 
experienced a period of expansion and tre-
mendous success, unparalleled in recent 
years. His legacy endures and he will always 
be remembered and missed by many. 

Originally from St. Albans, West Virginia, 
Mr. Mullins earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Columbia University in 1959, where he served 
as sports editor of the college daily news-
paper, the Spectator. Later, he earned his law 
degree from George Washington University. In 
1963, Mr. Mullins married his wife, Jackie, with 
whom he raised four children. 

Mr. Mullins’s illustrious political career 
spanned multiple decades and commenced 
with his role as the Fairfax County Republican 
Committee Chairman from 1990 to 1996. After 
moving to Central Virginia, he served as the 
Chairman of Louisa County Republican Com-
mittee from 2008 to 2009. Subsequently, he 
was elected as Chairman of the Republican 
Party of Virginia in 2009 and served until his 
retirement in 2015. 

In addition to his political activism, Mr. 
Mullins was known for his fervent passion for 
therapeutic horseback riding and his dedica-
tion to our community and his family. He 
served as a member of the American Paint 
Horse Foundation’s Board of Directors and 
served as a Rotary District Governor. Mr. 
Mullins also always cherished his family and in 
his later years often regaled his grandchildren 
with vivacious stories. Mr. Mullins leaves be-
hind a remarkable legacy and an extensive 
career of service to our Commonwealth. He 
will be greatly missed by the countless lives 
he has touched. He is survived by his four 
children, six grandchildren, and brother. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in celebrating the life of, and bidding fare-
well to, Pat Mullins. May he rest in peace, and 
his family be comforted. 

f 

ELIJAH RAMOS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Elijah Ramos 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Elijah Ramos is a student at Moore Middle 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Elijah 
Ramos is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Eli-
jah Ramos for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

SGT DON VOSS RETIREMENT 

HON. DON BACON 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a lifelong servant from Sarpy County, 
Nebraska, Sergeant Don Voss. As we see the 
end of one officer’s historic career, we are re-
minded of the need for brave police officers 
from around our great nation to pick up this 
calling of service. 

Sergeant Don Voss joined the police force 
in 1978 while still serving as a member of the 
United States Marine Corps Reserve. He re-
ceived awards such as the Bellevue Jaycees 
Officer of the Year, the Knights of Aksarben 
Citizen Soldier Award, and the Michael J. 
Elman Officer of the Year Award. He received 
the Department Life Saving Award for quickly 
administering CPR to an infant, ultimately sav-
ing their life. He was a pioneer in community 
policing as a narcotics officer responsible for 
combating the growing opiate problem and 
providing care to Sarpy families whose chil-
dren and loved ones were battling opiate ad-
diction. 

Don is a sterling example of someone who 
has put their life on the line, day in and day 
out, for nearly 40 years protecting the citizens 
of Nebraska. Sgt Don Voss, I wish you and 
your family the best in this next phase in your 
life. You and the entire police family will al-
ways have a friend in Washington, DC. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NORTHWEST ALA-
BAMA COUNCIL OF LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENTS (NACOLG) 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
Northwest Alabama Council of Local Govern-
ments (NACOLG) which was created in 1967. 

Then Alabama Governor Lurleen Wallace 
signed legislation in June of 1967 to establish 
NACOLG. Over the past five decades the or-
ganization has played a pivotal role in the eco-
nomic opportunities of Northwest Alabama and 
has improved the daily lives of its citizens. 

NACOLG is an association of 37 govern-
mental units in the five county region of 
Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Marion, and 
Winston Counties, along with the municipali-
ties inside those counties. It is an association 
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where local leaders can address issues of re-
gion-wide importance. 

50 years after its creation, NACOLG con-
tinues to fulfill its original mission, which was 
to serve senior citizens in its five county re-
gion. NACOLG helps seniors in numerous 
ways, from getting medical care, to ensuring 
fair treatment, to finding jobs for area seniors. 

In addition to serving senior citizens, 
NACOLG’s role has expanded into economic 
and community development. NACOLG serves 
as a conduit for federal dollars to projects as 
diverse as water and sewer infrastructure to 
community tornado shelters. 

Growing up in this area, I appreciate the 
significant role that NACOLG has also played 
in providing economic opportunities to people 
of Northwest Alabama. The Council’s revolving 
loan program gives smaller municipalities ac-
cess to capital to purchase land, and construct 
or renovate buildings to lure new business and 
jobs to the area, 

Currently, NACOLG is led by Keith Jones, 
and has an excellent staff that makes sure the 
five county region is well served. On this 50th 
anniversary of NACOLG, I send my best wish-
es to all those who work directly and indirectly 
with NACOLG. I know NACOLG and its mem-
ber partners will continue to use its strength to 
work for the people of Colbert, Franklin, Lau-
derdale, Marion, and Winston Counties. 

f 

EZEKIEL REYNA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Ezekiel Reyna 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Ezekiel Reyna is a student at Standley Lake 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Ezekiel 
Reyna is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Eze-
kiel Reyna for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER THREE TYRONE PINKINS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Chief Warrant Officer 
Three Tyrone Pinkins. 

Chief Warrant Officer Three Tyrone Pinkins 
was born and raised in Rolling Fork, Mis-
sissippi. After graduating high school he at-
tended Tougaloo College in Jackson, Mis-

sissippi before joining the Army in June 1996. 
He went on to earn his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Political Science at the University of Maryland 
University College while serving on active 
duty. 

Upon enlisting in the Army on June 24, 
1996, Chief Warrant Officer Three Pinkins at-
tended Basic Training at Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina followed by Advanced Individual 
Training at Fort Gordon, Georgia as a Signal 
Systems Support Specialist (31U). Prior to his 
appointment as a Warrant Officer, he com-
pleted the Primary Leadership Development 
Course, 7th Army Noncommissioned Officers 
Academy, Grafenwoehr, Germany; the Basic 
Noncommissioned Officer Course, Non-
commissioned Officer Academy, Fort Gordon, 
Georgia; and the Advanced Noncommissioned 
Officer Course, Noncommissioned Officer 
Academy, Fort Gordon, Georgia. He received 
his appointment as a Warrant Officer in 2007 
and has completed the Warrant Officer Basic 
Course, Warrant Officer Advanced Course and 
the Electronic Warfare Officer Course. 

Throughout 21 years of service Chief War-
rant Officer Three Pinkins has served in a va-
riety of assignments to include major combat 
operations. His previous assignments include 
Signal Support Systems Specialist, 4th Bat-
talion 1st Field Artillery Regiment, Fort Riley, 
Kansas; Squad Leader, 2nd Battalion 37th 
Armor, Friedberg, Germany; Section Chief, 
2nd Battalion 69th Armor, Fort Benning, Geor-
gia; Platoon Sergeant, 2nd Battalion 3rd Field 
Artillery Regiment, Giessen, Germany, and 
Battalion Communications Chief, 1st Battalion 
214th Aviation Regiment, Mannheim, Ger-
many. His assignments as a Warrant Officer 
include Network Security Technician, HQ 1st 
Armored Division, Wiesbaden, Germany; Bri-
gade S–6 OIC, lOth Regional Support Group, 
Okinawa, Japan. 

Chief Warrant Officer Three Pinkins’ deploy-
ments include three tours in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom where he served in Bagh-
dad, Tikrit and Najaf, Iraq respectively, as well 
as Operation New Dawn in Baghdad, Iraq. 

Chief Warrant Officer Three Pinkins is a re-
cipient of the Bronze Star Medal, the Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious 
Service Medal with One Oak Leaf Cluster, 
Army Commendation Medal with 4 Oak Leaf 
clusters, Army Achievement Medal with 4 Oak 
Leaf Clusters, the Presidential Unit Citation 
Award, the Joint Meritorious Unit Award, the 
Meritorious Unit Citation, Army Good Conduct 
Medal third award, the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, the Iraqi Campaign Medal with 
service star, Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, NCO Professional Development Rib-
bon with numeral three, the Army Achieve-
ment Ribbon, the Overseas Service Ribbon, 
and the Drivers/Mechanic Badge. 

Chief Warrant Officer Three Pinkins is cur-
rently assigned as a Presidential Communica-
tions Aide at the White House directly respon-
sible for communications and technical sup-
port to the President of the United States. 

In addition to his role at the White House as 
Communications Aide and U.S Army Chief, 
Warrant Officer Three, Tyrone Pinkins is also 
the founder of The Pyramid Project, an organi-
zation aimed at addressing the lack of busi-
ness, government and public-sector exposure 
and development programs for youth at the 
base of the economic pyramid in the Mis-
sissippi Delta. 

In an effort to combat these deficits, War-
rant Officer Pinkins launched the youth devel-

opment, mentorship and leadership programs: 
Cultural Exchange & Interaction Initiative 
(C.E.I.I), Youth Exposure Tour (Y.E.T), Elle- 
vate Girl Initiative (E.G.I), E.G.I Forum, As-
cend Forum and Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCU) Tour. 

With only a shoestring organizational budget 
and invaluable volunteers, Pinkins simulta-
neously created unprecedented partnerships 
with government agencies, corporations, uni-
versities, museums and nonprofit networks 
and collaborated with middle and high school 
officials to encourage youth to enter into grade 
and writing contests as a way of earning op-
portunities to participate in his programs. 

These efforts paved the way for The Pyr-
amid Project to afford the selected students, 
grades 6–12, to learn firsthand about the gov-
ernment, corporate and community dynamics, 
history, historical sites and broaden their hori-
zon during once-in-a-lifetime, weeklong tours 
of metropolitan cities like Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Chief Warrant Officer Three Ty-
rone Pinkins for his dedication to serving our 
great country and the growth and development 
of the youth in the Mississippi Delta. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FRED-
ERICK DOUGLASS BICENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce a bill, along with Representative ANDY 
HARRIS of Maryland, that would establish a bi-
centennial commission to study ways that the 
federal government might honor and celebrate 
the life of Frederick Douglass during the bi-
centennial anniversary of his birth, in 2018. 

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery in 
1818 on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. He 
learned basic reading skills from his mistress 
and continued to teach himself and other 
slaves to read and write despite the risks he 
faced, including death. After two attempts, 
Douglass successfully escaped to New York 
and became an abolitionist and anti-slavery 
lecturer. He went on to serve in several ad-
ministrations, including as a close advisor to 
President Abraham Lincoln, U.S. Marshal of 
the District of Columbia under President Ruth-
erford B. Hayes, and District of Columbia Re-
corder of Deeds under President James Gar-
field. In 1889, President Benjamin Harrison 
appointed Frederick Douglass to be the U.S. 
minister to Haiti. He was later appointed by 
President Ulysses S. Grant to serve as sec-
retary of the commission of Santo Domingo. 

Douglass dedicated his life to achieving jus-
tice for all Americans. He lived in the District 
of Columbia for 23 of his 57 years as a free 
man and his home at Cedar Hill was estab-
lished as a National Historic Site in Southeast 
Washington, D.C. The Frederick Douglass 
statue that stands in his honor in the United 
States Capitol is a gift from the nearly 700,000 
residents of the District of Columbia. 

My bill would establish a commission to ex-
amine ways the federal government can honor 
Douglass during the bicentennial anniversary 
of his birth, including the issuance of a Fred-
erick Douglass bicentennial postage stamp, 
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