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CONGRATULATING THE JEFFER-

SON CITY JAYS’ BASEBALL 
TEAM 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the Jefferson City Jays’ Baseball 
Team for their 2017 Missouri Class 5 Baseball 
State Championship. 

This team and their coach should be com-
mended for all of their hard work throughout 
this past year and for bringing home the state 
championship to their school and community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing the Jef-
ferson City Jays’ Baseball Team for a job well 
done. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes Tuesday, June 20, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea on Roll Call 
votes 309 and 310. 

f 

HONORING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
BILL ATHANAS AFTER 51 YEARS 
AS A NEW HAMPSHIRE 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor Mr. Bill Athanas, who 
retires today after serving New Hampshire 
communities for 51 years, 21 years at Inter 
Lakes High school and 30 years at Franklin 
High School. 

His commitment to students and the com-
munity goes beyond simply being a Vice Prin-
cipal. Bill could be found every morning, rain, 
snow, or shine, outside Inter Lakes High 
School with a cup of coffee in hand greeting 
and welcoming students, as well as catching 
up with parents. Along with lifting spirits, 
through his genuine and sunny disposition, Bill 
attended every event in which his students 
participated in, always encouraging and cheer-
ing them on. 

Bill’s legacy will read that he tirelessly 
worked to give every single student the guid-
ance and support needed to succeed, and a 
warm sincere smile when they most needed it. 
His plans for retirement include his passion for 
community service, he will be returning to 
Franklin High School as a volunteer. We thank 
Bill for his service to our students and to the 
community. 

CONGRATULATING ANNA VOLLET 
OF THE HELIAS CATHOLIC HIGH 
SCHOOL LADY CRUSADERS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Anna Vollet of the Helias Catholic 
High School Lady Crusaders on her second 
place finish at the 2017 Class 4 Missouri 
Track and Field State Championship in the 
200-meter sprint. 

Anna and her coach should be commended 
for all of their hard work throughout this past 
year and for Anna’s success at the State 
Championship. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Anna 
Vollet of the Helias Catholic High School Lady 
Crusaders for a job well done. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DR. BILL BARTON 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on Saturday, June 17, 2017, a funeral 
service was conducted at Saint Andrews Pres-
byterian Church (PCA) in Irmo, South Caro-
lina, for Dr. Bill Barton, the church’s founding 
pastor. The Church is an extraordinary institu-
tion of the dynamic community, one of the 
fastest growing in America. 

The service was lovingly carried out by Sen-
ior Pastor Rev. Dr. Dale B. Welden, Director 
of Worship and Arts Rev. Marc Rattray, Rev. 
Dan Ratchford of Smyrna Presbyterian Church 
in Newberry, South Carolina, Organist Sharon 
Rattray, and Pianist Allison Hilbish. Pall-
bearers were members of the Irmo Police De-
partment where Dr. Barton served as Chap-
lain. 

The following thoughtful obituary was in-
cluded in the service program: 

Dr. Whaley Seignious Barton, Jr. (Bill), 76, 
passed away on June 12, 2017, at Richland 
Memorial Hospital in Columbia, South Caro-
lina, surrounded by his family. He was born 
on May 5, 1941, in Miami, Florida, to Whaley 
Seignious Barton Sr., of Orangeburg, South 
Carolina, and Helen Monroe Barton of Hous-
ton, Texas. 

Whaley (Bill) faithfully served the Lord as 
pastor of many churches and, for nineteen 
years, was the founding pastor of Saint An-
drews Presbyterian Church in Irma, South 
Carolina. After retiring, he went on to begin 
Ministry Resources Team. 

Whaley married Linda Lee Barnes of 
Miami, Florida, October 22, 1961. They were 
happily married for 55 years. He is survived 
by his daughter Kathryn and husband Ray of 
Texas, his son Steve and wife Mary of South 
Carolina, daughter-in-law Melissa Barton 
Prim of South Carolina, thirteen grand-
children, and eight great-grandchildren. 

Whaley was preceded in death by his par-
ents, brother George, and son, Whaley S. 
Barton III. 

RECOGNIZING WORLD REFUGEE 
DAY 

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize World Refugee Day and to stand in 
solidarity with refugees from around the world. 

June 20th is an opportunity to recognize the 
millions of people from across the globe who 
have been forced to uproot their lives due to 
armed conflict and persecution. We honor 
their sacrifice and courage when displaced in 
seeking safety for themselves and their fami-
lies. 

In particular, I would like to recognize Afri-
can Services Committee, Inc. an award-win-
ning multiservice agency in Harlem that was 
founded by Ethiopian Refugees in 1981. 
Asfaha Hadera founded the agency in his 
basement in the Bronx after fleeing Ethiopia 
for refugee camps in Sudan and then emi-
grating to the U.S. He saw the need for ref-
ugee services from conflicted areas in Africa 
and established the organization, along with 
Kim Nichols. 

Each year, the center assists 12,500 immi-
grants, refugees, and asylum seekers from 
across the African Diaspora with health, hous-
ing, legal, educational, and social services. 
The staff comes from 20 countries and speaks 
over 25 languages, providing access to the 
ethnically diverse communities that live in Har-
lem and the Bronx. African Services Com-
mittee also works on HIV prevention and ac-
cess to AIDS treatment in five HIV clinics 
across Ethiopia. I am proud of the work that 
this organization is doing to support refugees 
in New York’s thirteenth district. 

Contrary to these services, Trump issued a 
travel ban from six Muslim-majority countries 
as one of his first executive orders in March. 
This action was discriminatory and opposite of 
our American values. 

On this World Refugee Day, let us remem-
ber the words on our dear Statue of Liberty, 
‘‘give me your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses.’’ That’s who we are as Americans. 
We are a country that welcomes the poorest 
and most vulnerable among us, and I urge my 
colleagues to join me. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GANNON WITH-
ERS OF THE NEW BLOOMFIELD 
WILDCATS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Gannon Withers of the New Bloom-
field Wildcats for his second place finish in the 
2017 Missouri Class 1 Boys Individual Golf 
State Championship. 

Gannon and his coach should be com-
mended for all of their hard work throughout 
this past year and for bringing home the team 
state championship to their school and com-
munity. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Gannon 
Withers of the New Bloomfield Wildcats for a 
job well done. 
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EMMA ALBERT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Emma Albert 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Emma Albert is a student at Drake Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Emma Al-
bert is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Emma Albert for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

JESSE KATZEFF 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Jesse 
Katzeff of Naples, Florida, who has just re-
cently earned the Congressional Gold Medal 
Award. 

The Gold Medal award program presents an 
opportunity for young people to set and 
achieve challenging goals that build character 
and foster growth. It demands a significant 
time commitment of several hundred hours de-
voted to community service, personal develop-
ment and physical fitness. 

The Congressional Gold Medal is the high-
est honor Congress may bestow upon a 
young civilian. This year, Jesse Katzeff is one 
of just 373 young people from across 39 
states to have earned it. 

Jesse volunteered with Teen Court and the 
Sheriff’s Department while also completing two 
summer internships at a local museum. This 
allowed him to learn more about his commu-
nity while devoting his time for the benefit of 
others. Jesse learned to fly a plane while tak-
ing part in the Civil Air Program for nearly 5 
years. Additionally, he competed on a local 
swim team while also improving his physical 
fitness with CrossFit. He chose to go hiking in 
the mountains of West Virginia, giving him the 
opportunity to learn more about himself while 
outside of his comfort zone. 

The Congressional Gold Medal Award pro-
gram has allowed Jesse to lay a foundation of 
engagement, determination and fortitude that 
will serve him immensely well going forward. I 
congratulate Jesse on this truly extraordinary 
honor, and wish him the best of luck as he 
continues to grow and advance in life. 

IN HONOR OF LUCY DIGGS SLOWE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize an extraordinary leader of women, 
Lucy Diggs Stowe, who has recently been 
honored by the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc., an international sorority that she helped 
establish at Howard University in 1908. The 
ceremony took place in Berryville, the place of 
her birth, located in the 10th Congressional 
District of Virginia. 

In the early part of the 20th Century, Lucy 
Diggs Slowe was an inspirational advocate for 
greater opportunity for African-American 
women, whose resourcefulness and resilience 
is reflective of the dynamic Josephine Street 
community where she spent her early child-
hood. The difficult loss of both of her parents 
in her youth and the obstacle of a segregated 
education in Virginia and Maryland did not 
stop Lucy Slowe from blossoming as a student 
and achieving greatness as an educator. 
Graduating second in her class from Baltimore 
Colored School in 1904, she was admitted to 
Howard University in Washington, D.C. and 
after graduating from Howard as class valedic-
torian in 1908, Lucy Diggs Slowe embarked 
on a stellar career as an educator, overcoming 
obstacles and breaking down barriers as she 
went. In chronological order, she taught high 
school English in Baltimore, studied at Colum-
bia University during the summers and ob-
tained a master’s degree in 1915, was invited 
to create and lead the first junior high school 
for African-American students in the District of 
Columbia, was selected by Howard University 
as its first Dean of Women in 1922, and 
served in administrative positions at Howard 
for the next 15 years. 

To ensure a prominent role for African- 
American women at traditionally black col-
leges, Lucy Diggs Slowe helped organize and 
served as the first president of the National 
Association of College Women, an organiza-
tion dedicated to raising the standards in col-
leges for African-American women, developing 
women faculty, and securing scholarships. 
Slowe’s passion for excellence extended be-
yond education to the sport of tennis, as well. 
In 1917, she became the first African-Amer-
ican woman to win a national title in any sport, 
when she claimed the first women’s title at the 
American Tennis Association’s national tour-
nament in Baltimore. 

While an undergraduate student at Howard, 
Lucy Diggs Slowe was one of nine founders of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha, the nation’s first Greek- 
letter organization for African-American 
women and served as its first president. More 
than a century later, the international sorority 
has grown to more than 290,000 members in 
997 chapters in 42 states, the District of Co-
lumbia and several U.S. territories and foreign 
countries. With the purpose of raising the sta-
tus of African-Americans, particularly girls and 
women, the sorority’s corps of volunteers has 
championed life-long learning and instituted 
social action initiatives and social service pro-
grams that have transformed communities for 
the better. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in honoring the extraordinary 
life and contributions of Lucy Diggs Slowe, a 

favorite daughter of Berryville, Virginia and 
recognizing and thanking Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., for 109 years, of proudly and 
successfully working to raise the status of Afri-
can-American girls and women. 

f 

EMMA BUZBEE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Emma 
Buzbee for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Emma Buzbee is a student at Pomona High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Emma 
Buzbee is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Emma Buzbee for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MS. 
LISA S. DISBROW 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Lisa Disbrow. Over the last 
32 years, Ms. Disbrow has had a distin-
guished career in public and military service 
culminating with her recent assignment as Act-
ing Secretary of the Air Force, where she was 
responsible for organizing, training, equipping 
and providing for the welfare of approximately 
660,000 active duty, Guard, Reserve and civil-
ian Airmen and their families, world-wide. 

Ms. Disbrow has given much to this Nation 
through her dedicated and selfless service. 
After graduation from the University of Virginia 
she answered the calling to join the Air Force. 
She served on active duty until 1992 in a vari-
ety of positions to include intelligence alert of-
ficer, Africa/Middle East military political ana-
lyst, and chief of electronic intelligence anal-
ysis. She deployed in support of Operations 
Desert Storm and Southern Watch and was 
selected for the Defense Intelligence Agency’s 
Advanced Language and Area Studies. 

After Desert Storm, Ms. Disbrow 
transitioned to the Air Force Reserve, and ac-
cepted a civilian position as a senior systems 
engineer for the National Reconnaissance Of-
fice. In that capacity, she helped develop pro-
grams and requirements to improve national 
intelligence support to tactical users, including 
operational and analytical systems. 

From 1995 to 2014, Ms. Disbrow held a va-
riety of positions on the Joint Staff as a senior 
civilian, including the Joint Staff Vice Director 
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