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been chosen to represent the state of Colo-
rado as delegates at the Congress of Future 
Science and Technology Leaders. The stu-
dents are Caitlyn Bauder, Sadie Krause, 
Miguel Ortiz, Devan Ruder, Ashton Shoe-
maker, Brenna Sydow, Athena Taylor, and 
Kyle Yamada. 

The Congress of Future Science and Tech-
nology Leaders is an honors program that rec-
ognizes exceptional high school students who 
are pursuing careers as engineers, scientists, 
or technologists. 

These students are the future leaders of the 
STEM fields and our country. Through their 
studies, they have embodied the meaning of 
hard work and perseverance to achieve their 
goals, and will advance science and tech-
nology for future generations 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to recognize 
these students from the fourth district of Colo-
rado for their hard work and service to our 
community. I wish them the best in their future 
endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. ED WAITS 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize a gentleman from my home state 
whose work in the area of respiratory care has 
undoubtedly saved countless lives. 

Mr. Ed Waits spent four decades working 
many long hours every day to serve patients 
in North Central, Alabama. 

Mr. Waits began his career in 1954 working 
in inhalation therapy at the Walker Oxygen 
Company. Waits would deliver oxygen tanks 
to local hospitals. 

In 1958, one of the hospitals Waits deliv-
ered oxygen to, West End Baptist Hospital, of-
fered him a fulltime position as an inhalation 
therapist. As part of this position, he also pro-
vided the same service for Highland Baptist 
Hospital. 

Mr. Wait’s workday began at 6:30 a.m. 
when most of us are just waking up. He would 
perform his duties at West End Hospital and 
then ride in a laundry truck to complete his 
days’ work at Highland Baptist. 

The job performed by Mr. Waits could at 
times be very grueling. If the elevator did not 
work, he would have to carry oxygen tanks, 
weighing between 75 and 100 pounds, up five 
flights of stairs slung over his shoulder. Mr. 
Waits also had to be on call 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, as he was the only inha-
lation therapy employee. He performed this 
non-stop service for four years before addi-
tional employees were hired. 

In 1963, Mr. Waits became the first presi-
dent of the Alabama Society of Inhalation 
Therapists. He has also received honorary 
doctorate degrees from Miles College and the 
American Pulmonary Medical Institute. He re-
tired from Princeton Baptist Hospital in 1994. 

Mr. Waits is also a veteran of our military. 
He served in the United States Navy from 
1951 to 1955. 

He is a true servant to his community, his 
state and to our country. This is why, for 
posterity’s sake, his accomplishments should 
forever be enshrined. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Mr. Ed Waits 
for his sacrifice and hard work on behalf of so 

many Alabamians over the years and for 
being an example for younger generations to 
look up to. 
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ELIAS VIGIL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Elias Vigil for 
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Elias Vigil is a student at Arvada K–8 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Elias Vigil 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Elias 
Vigil for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A BIPARTISAN 
RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUP-
PORT FOR ADDRESSING THE 
ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT IN A 
CONCURRENT TRACK WITH THE 
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE 
PROCESS AND COMMENDING 
ARAB AND MUSLIM-MAJORITY 
STATES THAT HAVE IMPROVED 
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH 
ISRAEL 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a bipartisan resolution supporting 
the concurrent-track approach to the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace process. I want to acknowl-
edge and thank Representative ELIOT ENGEL, 
Ranking Member of the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and my friend and colleague 
across the aisle, Representative DAVID 
SCHWEIKERT, for introducing this resolution 
with me. 

There is no reason to parse words: the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict presents an im-
mensely difficult challenge. There are no easy 
answers. Successive United States Presi-
dential administrations have pursued peace 
agreements between the parties for over 30 
years, from the 1982 Reagan Plan for Middle 
East Peace to the 1993 Oslo Accords, Camp 
David Summit, Clinton Parameters, Annapolis 
Conference, and efforts to restart the peace 
process under the Obama Administration. 
Today, it seems as if progress has ground to 
a halt. 

The relationship between America and 
Israel is paramount. We stand with our ally 
and continue to support efforts to move the 

peace process forward, whenever and in any 
way possible. Despite lack of progress, Israel 
and some of her Arab neighbors have worked 
quietly and behind the scenes to improve bilat-
eral relations in recent years. Common threats 
posed by Iran and the Islamic State have al-
lowed for new limited dialogues to emerge. 
However limited they may be, these inter-
actions present a new approach for improving 
the outlook of the Middle East. 

The concurrent-track approach, sometimes 
referred to as the ‘‘outside-in’’ approach, en-
courages Arab and Muslim-majority states to 
improve bilateral relations with Israel, as Israel 
and the Palestinian Authority concurrently 
work to advance the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process. Although there are rarely, if ever, 
easy solutions to challenges as complex as 
bringing lasting peace to the Middle East, 
Congress should encourage and support 
those states willing to engage in that endeav-
or. 

The resolution expresses support for the 
concurrent track approach, and commends 
Arab and Muslim-majority states that have al-
ready taken steps to improve their bilateral re-
lations with Israel. I, like nearly all of my col-
leagues in Congress, continue to support a 
two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, negotiated between the State of Israel 
and the Palestinian Authority, and resulting in 
two states for two peoples, living side-by-side 
in peace, security, and mutual recognition. I 
believe this is the only way to ensure that both 
the Israeli people and the Palestinian people 
can have a sovereign homeland. The inability 
to achieve a two-state solution threatens the 
State of Israel’s security and identity as the 
democratic homeland of the Jewish people, 
just as it impedes the well-being and self-de-
termination of the Palestinian people. 

Earlier this month, we marked the 50th An-
niversary of Israel’s Six-Day War and the anni-
versary of the re-unification of Jerusalem. For 
the 19 years Jerusalem was divided, Jews 
were forced from the Jewish Quarter and the 
Old City, barred from Holy sites, and Jewish 
cemeteries and synagogues were vandalized. 
In the days leading up to the six-day war, the 
armies of Egypt, Jordan, and Syria massed on 
Israel’s borders, threatening the Jewish people 
with annihilation for the second time in just 
two decades. The Israeli people fought for 
their survival and achieved a miraculous vic-
tory. In reuniting the city, Jerusalem once 
again became a place where people of all 
faiths can worship. 

Despite this victory, the final status of Jeru-
salem and the safety of the State of Israel and 
its people, regardless of ethnicity or religion, 
will not be secured until peace is achieved. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to introduce this bi-
partisan resolution today, and urge its speedy 
consideration and passage by this body. 
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RECOGNIZING MASTER AT ARMS 
FIRST CLASS JOSEPH 
PELLICANO FROM PACE, FLOR-
IDA 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the incredibly heroic Master at Arms 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:43 Jun 21, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A20JN8.024 E20JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE856 June 20, 2017 
First Class Joseph Pellicano from Pace, Flor-
ida, who is stationed at Naval Air Station Whit-
ing Field, for the role that he played in saving 
the life of young Kaysin Willis. 

On January 16, 2017, MA1 Pellicano, while 
en route to work at NAS Whiting Field, drove 
upon a two-car accident and stopped to 
render aid. A small child had been injured in 
the incident and upon realization that the child 
was unresponsive and had no vital signs, MA1 
Pellicano began CPR on the child. 

He was able to successfully resuscitate the 
child, and then assisted the medical team as 
they prepared the child for transport to the 
local children’s hospital. The child’s injuries 
were extensive, yet Kaysin was able to make 
a full recovery and is now home with his fam-
ily. This would not have been possible without 
the quick thinking and selfless initiative that 
MA1 Pellicano demonstrated on this day. 

I would like to extend my gratitude to MA1 
Pellicano for his valiant efforts that resulted in 
saving this young child’s life. His exceptional 
character is evidenced by his courageous and 
extraordinary actions. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, and a grateful community, I am 
privileged to recognize Master at Arms First 
Class Joseph Pellicano for his bravery and 
thank him for his service. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF DANIELLE BERMUDEZ 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the achievements of Ms. Danielle 
Bermudez. Ms. Bermudez has been chosen 
as a Fulbright scholar, the first to ever be cho-
sen from the University of California, Merced. 
Her accomplishment brings great pride to the 
Merced community and to all who have wit-
nessed her hard work. 

The idea behind the Fulbright Program 
began in 1945, when Senator J. William Ful-
bright introduced a bill to the United States 
Congress calling for the use of surplus war 
property in order to fund the ’promotion of 
international good will through the exchange of 
students in the fields of education, culture, and 
science.’ President Harry S. Truman signed 
that bill into law in 1946 and Congress created 
the Fulbright Program. This international edu-
cational exchange program has fostered bilat-
eral relationships, allowing both citizens and 
governments of other countries to work to-
gether with the United States and set joint pri-
orities to shape the program’s shared needs. 
Since the beginning of the program, there 
have been more than 360,000 Fulbright par-
ticipants from the United States and other 
countries and Fulbright alumni from 14 coun-
tries have been awarded 57 Nobel prizes, 82 
Pulitzer prizes, and 37 alumni have become 
heads of state or government. 

The Fulbright program currently awards ap-
proximately 1,900 United States student 
grants annually in all fields of study. In March 
of 2017, Ms. Bermudez was selected as a Ful-
bright scholarship recipient. Ms. Bermudez is 
a fourth year doctoral student in the Inter-
disciplinary Humanities at the University of 
California, Merced. She was nominated for 

Outstanding Student Leadership in 2015, 
2016, and 2017. She has also demonstrated 
an exceptional academic and professional 
record, outstanding personal qualifications, 
and language preparation among many other 
qualifications to receive this award. Addition-
ally, she served as an intern for California 
Assemblymember Adam Gray in 2014. Ms. 
Bermudez shows her dedication and hard 
work as the first student from the University of 
California, Merced to ever receive a Fulbright 
scholarship. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the achievements of Ms. 
Danielle Bermudez for receiving this pres-
tigious award. I know she will continue to en-
courage the Fulbright program’s goals of pro-
moting mutual understanding among nations 
through her engagement in her host commu-
nity and look forward to hear what else she 
will accomplish next. 
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IN HONOR OF FREEDOM HIGH 
SCHOOL’S ODYSSEY OF THE 
MIND WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
TEAM 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize a group of students from Freedom 
High School, who recently won the Odyssey of 
the Mind World Championship on May 27, 
2017. Leading up to this global competition in 
Michigan, the Freedom High School team won 
a Virginia Regional competition as well as the 
Virginia state championship, and these ex-
traordinary achievements show how far dedi-
cation, hard work, and commitment to team-
work can take a group as they competed with 
some of the best student teams across the 
world. 

The Odyssey of the Mind World Champion-
ship is a STEM-based scholastic competition 
in which students devise innovative solutions 
to challenges, such as assembling vehicles 
and integrating them into timed skits. These 
problems and programs allow students to con-
vert their ideas and knowledge into tangible 
results in a stimulating and competitive atmos-
phere. During the world championship, each 
team participated in three competitions, includ-
ing a spontaneous problem solving challenge, 
a style competition, and finally a long term 
problem, which the team has worked on for 6 
to 7 months. 

Under the leadership of Coaches Bill and 
Judy Munley, Freedom High School’s cham-
pionship winning team consisted of seniors Mi-
chael Munley, Aditi Shukla, Manisha Kusuma, 
Apekchha Pradhan and juniors Virginia Camp-
bell, Zander Rodriguez, and Sarana Adhikari. 
While the team has qualified for 5 world com-
petitions in the past 10 years, this is the only 
Loudoun County team to ever win the cham-
pionship at the global level. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring Freedom High School’s Odys-
sey of the Mind team for winning the Odyssey 
of the Mind World Championship and rep-
resenting Virginia’s 10th Congressional District 
with such distinction. I wish Bill, Judy, and the 
entire team the best in their future endeavors. 

IN RECOGNITION OF WE KAYAK 
GROSSE ILE ON THE DATE OF 
ITS SECOND ANNUAL BLESSING 
OF THE FLEET 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize WE Kayak Grosse Ile on the date of 
the organization’s second annual Blessing of 
the Fleet. WE Kayak provides structured rec-
reational activities accessible to all members 
of the Downriver community in the Grosse 
Ile’s waterways. 

Originally started in 2012, WE Kayak is a 
Grosse Ile-based organization that organizes 
weekly paddles available to the general public 
on the waterways in and around Grosse Ile, 
Michigan. The organization is active from Me-
morial Day through Labor Day, and has grown 
substantially from its initial group of six 
kayakers. Today, WE Kayak hosts several 
dozen members of the community each week 
to participate in exploring the waters while en-
gaging with each other. The organization also 
hosts an annual Blessing of the Fleet, where 
WE Kayak, along with other members of the 
community, honor Kayakers who have passed 
and bless those who regularly go out on the 
water. This free community initiative has 
helped engage Grosse Ile residents while pro-
viding opportunities for physical recreation. 

Initiatives like WE Kayak help bring the 
community together while allowing members 
to explore and appreciate the natural beauty 
around the Grosse Ile area. As the only orga-
nized public paddle on Grosse Ile, WE Kayak 
has played a key role in promoting physical 
activity and engagement while introducing new 
members of the organizations to a community 
of like-minded kayakers and nature enthu-
siasts. The group also serves as a forum for 
individuals to exchange information about 
other water sports events in the area, and it is 
my hope that WE Kayak continues to provide 
access opportunities for recreation for all indi-
viduals in the Grosse Ile area in the coming 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring WE Kayak on the date of the or-
ganization’s second annual Blessing of the 
Fleet. WE Kayak has helped individuals ex-
plore Grosse Ile’s waterways and foster a 
strong community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
COALINGA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Coalinga Police Department, 
and honor the Ninetieth Anniversary of its 
founding. 

In 1927, the Coalinga Police Department 
was established to serve and protect the City 
of Coalinga, California, located in the Pleasant 
Valley of Western Fresno County, and its 
2,900 residents. At the time of its formation, 
the Department consisted of two officers and 
operated under Coalinga’s first Police Chief, 
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