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spring of 1775, at a time when musicians and
drummers were instrumental in maintaining
order and routine for military camps.

The band joined many parades in support of
President Lincoln’s 1860 campaign, and then
joined recruiting efforts to support the Union’s
fight in the Civil War. Almost a century later
during World War Il, despite gas rationing and
the deployment of many members, the band
still turned out to play in parades to support
our country’s service members and maintain
solidarity during a difficult time for the country.
Today, the dedicated members of the band
keep musical tradition alive, and the band’s
performances are an essential part of our
community’s celebrations.

Mr. Speaker, the Mattatuck Drum Band
celebrates our history in Connecticut and
America, and its dedicated musicians and
leaders have preserved an important part of
our community’s heritage for the past 250
years. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that
we honor the band and everyone who has en-
sured its preservation and success here today.

————

RECOGNIZING PRIYA VULCHI

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Priya Vulchi—a re-
markable young woman who, this year,
earned the 2017 Congressional Gold Medal.

A resident of Princeton, Ms. Vulchi dem-
onstrated an immeasurable passion for the
education and advancement of our nation’s
leaders. Working with Princeton Public
Schools, Ms. Vulchi created a racial literacy
tool to assist educators initiate dialogues
around race-related topics in the classroom.
Ms. Vulchi is also a co-founder of Princeton
CHOOSE—a student-led organization that
aims to overcome racism and inspire harmony
through exposure, education and empower-
ment. Further, Ms. Vulchi is a published au-
thor of a racial literacy teaching tool that was
piloted in Princeton Public school in the spring
of 2016 and officially used by all 5th grade
teachers in the school district for the 2016—
2017 school years.

Along with her commitment to education,
Ms. Vulchi pursued journalism and became
the Head Copy Editor for her school’s monthly
newspaper. Finally, Ms. Vulchi crossed the
country in her travels to Hawaii to visit the
Haleakal National Park. There she visited the
Eats Maui Volcano and learned more about
volcanism and the ecosystems of the National
Park.

Beyond the Congressional Gold Medal pro-
gram, extraordinary individuals like Ms. Vulchi
exemplify the best and brightest of our na-
tion’s future. As a resident of New Jersey’s
12th Congressional District, | couldn’t be more
proud of her for taking up such a difficult chal-
lenge and making a positive change for them-
selves in their community.

Mr. Speaker, | sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Ms.
Vulchi on her amazing accomplishment.
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HONORING STEVE SHISSLER ON
HIS RETIREMENT AFTER MORE
THAN 26 YEARS OF SERVICE IN
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | offer my
sincere congratulations to my constituent,
Lieutenant Steve Shissler, on his upcoming re-
tirement after more than 26 years of service to
the Hampden Township Police Department in
Cumberland County, Pennsylvania.

Lt. Shissler climbed the ranks of the Hamp-
den Township Police Department, starting as
a patrolman, then to Corporal, Sergeant and,
ultimately, Lieutenant. He has been in charge
of the Department’s Criminal Investigation Di-
vision for the last several years.

Lt. Shissler's tireless dedication, profes-
sionalism and sacrifice has touched the lives
of countless people and challenged all with
whom he served to be the best. His legacy of
service to our community truly is admirable.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, | thank and congratulate
Steve Shissler on his service to our Nation
and wish him and his family continued great
success in their future adventures.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF SEAN RATTAY
ON HIS OFFER OF APPOINTMENT
TO ATTEND THE UNITED STATES
NAVAL ACADEMY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. | am pleased to announce that
Sean Rattay of Monclova, Ohio has been of-
fered an appointment to the United States
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.

Sean’s offer of appointment permits him to
attend the United States Naval Academy this
fall with the incoming Class of 2021. Attending
one of our nation’s military academies not only
offers the opportunity to serve our country, but
also guarantees a world-class education while
undertaking one of the most challenging and
rewarding experiences of their lives.

Sean brings an enormous amount of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the incoming
Class of 2021. While attending St. John’s Jes-
uit High School in Toledo, Ohio, Sean was a
member of the National Honor Society, a peer
tutor and a school ambassador.

Throughout high school, Sean participated
in varsity football, earning numerous achieve-
ments and accolades along the way. Sean
also led Christmas on Campus and volun-
teered at Swan Creek Care Center, an as-
sisted living center in Toledo, Ohio. | am con-
fident that Sean will carry the lessons of his
student and athletic leadership to the Naval
Academy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Sean Rattay on his offer of
appointment to the United States Naval Acad-
emy. Our service academies offer the finest
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military training and education available. | am
positive that Sean will excel during his career
at Annapolis, and | ask my colleagues to join
me in extending their best wishes to him as he
begins his service to our Nation.

DANTE PORCHETTA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Dante
Porchetta for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Dante Porchetta is a student at Wayne
Carle Middle School and received this award
because his determination and hard work
have allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Dante
Porchetta is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Dante Porchetta for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

JEFFREY PASSANTINO
HON. FRANCIS ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of Jeffrey
Passantino, who was drafted by the Chicago
Cubs in the 2017 Major League Baseball draft.
Passantino is an alumnus of Bishop Verot
High School in Fort Myers, and most recently
played at Limpscomb University.

This season at Limpscomb, Jeffrey had a 4—
3 record with a 3.09 Earned Run Average and
95 strikeouts. During his career at Bishop
Verot, he helped lead the Vikings to three
straight state title appearances, which included
one championship in 2011. It was during this
time that he also posted an impressive 22—4
record on the mound.

| would like to congratulate Jeffrey for his
hard-work, dedication, and leadership on and
off the field. | look forward to hearing about his
future accomplishments.

HONORING TONY NAPOLI
HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take some time today to honor one of my con-
stituents, Mr. Tony Napoli, for his immense
dedication to serving Santa Ana’s youth.

Mr. Napoli is an accomplished businessman
with a background in technology, having grad-
uated from the Connecticut College of Elec-
tricians as an electronic technician. But Mr.
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Napoli is far more than just a businessman. In
his spare time, Mr. Napoli volunteers as a
Chamber Ambassador to the Santa Ana
Chamber of Commerce, and his great service
earned him the Ambassador of the Year
Award in 2011.

Mr. Napoli fully embodies the value of com-
munity service in all aspects of his life. Con-
cerned with local high school graduation rates
and skill level of recent graduates, Mr. Napoli
with the Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce
partnered with the Santa Ana Unified School
District to start the High School Incorporated
Program, a unique collaboration that seeks to
provide vocational training and career advice
to high school students.

Passionate about investing in youth, Mr.
Napoli chose to give even more of his free
time to this program, especially the Auto-
motive and Transportation division. Mr. Napoli
also serves as a Business Advisor, advising
the division on budget matters and providing
valuable mentorship while also consistently
visiting the inspirational students in class.

Mr. Napoli’'s dedication and service has
helped raise the graduation rate for the pro-
gram to 95 percent with many students al-
ready fully certified and well equipped for their
bright futures.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Napoli is an example to us
all of the incredible value found in community
engagement. | am honored to recognize Mr.
Napoli for doing his part in bridging the gap,
and thank him for the positive impact he has
made on the Santa Ana and Orange County
community.

———

HONORING THE WESTERN
HERITAGE OF COLORADO SPRINGS

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the proud and important Western Herit-
age of Colorado Springs.

Whether it is the 81st Western Street Break-
fast, the 77th Annual Pikes Peak of Bust
Rodeo, or the 68th Pikes Peak Range Ride,
our Colorado Springs community has sup-
ported this heritage for many generations. |
would also like to note that the proceeds from
these events go to supporting our brave men
and women in uniform at our five local military
installations.

If you are one of the 10,000 people at the
Street Breakfast, the many thousands at the
Rodeo, or the two hundred plus Range Riders,
you are taking part in a long and commend-
able tradition. And, with your continued enthu-
siastic support, it's one | know will last forever.

Thank you so much to the staffers, board
members, and dedicated volunteers who make
each of these events possible. Each June and
July Colorado Springs shows the entire world
what is so special about the heritage of the
West.
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IN HONOR OF THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF A PERMANENT
GEORGE MASON MAP CLINIC

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the award-winning Mason and Part-
ners (MAP) health care clinic and to congratu-
late George Mason University School of Nurs-
ing and its partners on the establishment of a
permanent MAP Clinic in Manassas Park, Vir-
ginia. The clinic provides residents of medi-
cally underserved areas with a variety of
health care services, including physicals,
screenings, health care counseling, and acute
primary care treatment while, at the same
time, offering George Mason University nurs-
ing students and those in related studies the
invaluable practical experience of treating and
counseling patients who utilize the clinic.

George Mason launched its first MAP clinic
in 2013, originally offering its services at the
Manassas Park Community Center. Since
then, the operation has expanded to three
Northern Virginia sites while also broadening
the services they provide. The clinic strives to
serve as a bridge for patients with no access
to healthcare until they are able to arrange for
more formal healthcare coverage for them-
selves.

The MAP clinic program has also greatly
benefitted our students at George Mason Uni-
versity. By offering an active learning lab,
nursing and health and human services stu-
dents are able to receive real-life experience
working on interprofessional teams, a learning
opportunity that is not available to many stu-
dents across the nation. These clinical oppor-
tunities have been so well-received that the
federal government’s Health Resources Serv-
ice Administration (HRSA) has awarded the
school $2 million to support the education of
Mason School of Nursing students.

Mr. Speaker, | take great pride in cele-
brating with you and our colleagues the estab-
lishment of the first permanent structure of the
MAP clinic in Manassas Park, Virginia. In ad-
dition, | ask that you join me in congratulating
the George Mason University School of Nurs-
ing and its partners, Dr. Allison Ansher of the
Prince William Health District, the Parks and
Recreation and Education Departments of the
City of Manassas Park, the city’s Community
Development Office and interim director Calvin
O’Dell, the Potomac Health Foundation, and
the students and faculty of George Mason’s
College of Health and Human Services, for the
extraordinary success of this visionary, nurse-
led program. | wish them all the best in their
future endeavors.

———

HONORING MAYOR MATTHEW
MARCHANT’S SERVICE TO THE
CITY OF CARROLLTON, TEXAS

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize my son, Matthew H. Marchant,
for his public service as Mayor of the City of
Carrollton, Texas.
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Matthew finishes his six outstanding years
in office as mayor of Carrollton later this
evening, but that will not end his passionate
commitment to serving his fellow citizens.
Local leaders play a tremendous role in im-
proving the quality of life on a daily basis for
their residents and visitors—Matthew’s con-
stant stewardship on behalf of those who live
and work in Carrollton is to be wholeheartedly
congratulated. His leadership and service
have touched many, and many more will be
able to enjoy the benefits for years to come.

Matthew was first elected mayor of
Carrollton in 2011 and was re-elected in 2014.
Prior to his election as mayor, Matthew served
as councilmember for nine years from 2002 to
2011. In conjunction with Matthew’s role as
councilmember and mayor, he served in other
leadership positions including Chairman of the
Redevelopment Subcommittee, member of the
Transit Oriented Development Subcommittee,
member of the Carrollton Festival at the
Switchyard Subcommittee, member of the
Audit and Finance Committee, and member of
the Judicial Committee. In addition, Matthew
has served as Carrollton’s voting member on
the Regional Transportation Council.

Starting in 2011, Matthew led Carrollton
through an economic development campaign
to invest in the city’s future. He championed
an innovative project to revitalize Downtown
Carrollton with new restaurants, retail, and
greenspaces, while capturing the historic feel
of Carrollton’s past. In 2015, the City of
Carrollton was awarded the “Best Public Im-
provement Project” by the Texas Downtown
Association for its work in the downtown
square. In 2010, striving to introduce new pa-
trons to the Carrollton Square, Matthew
worked with local and national musicians to
host the Festival at the Switchyard concert se-
ries. Last year, more than 30,000 people were
on hand to discover the unique stores, eclectic
restaurants, and music all in the heart of
Downtown Carrollton.

During Matthew’s tenure as mayor, he has
worked diligently with the Carrollton Police and
Fire Departments to equip them with the tools
needed to serve and protect the city’s citizens.
As a result, Carrollton now has one the lowest
crime rates in its recent history. Matthew col-
laborated with neighboring cities to secure
funding for the North Texas Emergency Com-
munications Center which was launched in
2016 as a regional emergency dispatch com-
mand. Additionally, Matthew oversaw the con-
struction of the new Carrollton Police Depart-
ment Headquarters and Fire Station #8 which
have helped lower the response time for med-
ical emergencies by 12 percent across the
city.

As Matthew leaves office, the property tax
base of Carrollton is approximately $13.3 bil-
lion, an impressive increase of 49 percent
since his first election as mayor. In addition,
Matthew has met his commitment to lowering
the property tax rate for homeowners. During
his 15 years serving in Carrollton city govern-
ment, the population of the city expanded from
around 115,000 to nearly 135,000, making it
one of the top 25 most populous cities in
Texas. Additionally, many small and large cor-
porations such as AmeriSource Bergen, Inter-
ceramic, CyrusOne, and others have also
joined Carrollton’s growing and diverse eco-
nomic landscape.
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