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Her talent, demeanor, and style will be 

missed coming into our homes and our minds. 
We thank Barbara for the contributions and 
impact she has given us, and we wish her well 
in her next adventure. 
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MARKING ONE YEAR SINCE THE 
PULSE NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING 

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, one 
year ago this week, 49 beautiful, innocent 
lives were stolen from us and countless others 
were forever changed as a result of the trag-
edy at Pulse Nightclub in Orlando. 

The losses were staggering. The act shock-
ing. And the stories heartbreaking. 

It was a tragedy that did not represent the 
Orlando I know, a vibrant city that prides itself 
on its love, inclusion and hospitality. 

Orlando is not a perfect city, but it is a great 
city. In the aftermath of this tragedy, our city 
was tested, but it was never broken. 

Everyone in Orlando from courageous po-
lice officers and first responders to compas-
sionate medical professionals and complete 
strangers, came together in our darkest hour. 
Ordinary citizens did extraordinary things. We 
proved we were Orlando strong and Orlando 
united. 

That’s why Monday—Orlando United Day— 
and everything it represents, is so important 
for Orlando, and our nation. 

I stood alongside thousands of people at the 
Pulse memorial in Orlando on Monday morn-
ing. 

The memory of that event is still vivid, but 
the love and unity within our city has never 
been stronger. 

I remember the first time I visited those sa-
cred grounds after that tragic night. I was 
overcome with emotion by the outpouring of 
love written onto walls, within picture frames, 
and in notes tied to flowers. I came across a 
simple message written in chalk with a heart 
drawn around it: ‘‘Keep Dancing.’’ 

We owe it to the victims and their families 
to keep dancing, and to do everything within 
our power to prevent tragedies like this from 
happening again. 

That’s why Congress must lead. We must 
continue to work together, Democrats and Re-
publicans, to protect our communities from 
these horrific acts. 

Hope that things can and will change should 
drive our efforts. While 49 voices were forever 
silenced here one year ago, hope, as Harvey 
Milk once said, hope will never be silent. 

We must honor the lives and legacies of the 
Pulse victims by putting aside that which di-
vides us and rededicating ourselves to treating 
one another with love and respect. 

Today, let’s remember 49 beautiful lives that 
were lost one year ago. Their names and 
faces must inspire us to be better people, and 
a better nation. 

May God bless the memories of the Pulse 
victims and their families, and may we all keep 
dancing. 

ASHLEY GARCIA GOMEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Ashley Garcia 
Gomez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Ashley Garcia Gomez is a student at Ar-
vada K–8 School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Ashley 
Garcia Gomez is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ash-
ley Garcia Gomez for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 
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HONORING THE 75TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY OF JAMES AND 
MADELINE PETRASKE, RESI-
DENTS OF NISKAYUNA IN THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK 

HON. PAUL TONKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 75th Wedding Anniversary of 
James and Madeline Petraske of Niskayuna, 
New York. 

James and Madeline met when James— 
who was dating a friend of Madeline’s—of-
fered her a ride home from her job at the Na-
tional Baseball Manufacturing Company in 
Schenectady, New York. 

The couple married two years later on Flag 
Day, June 14, 1942. 

In 1944, as World War II raged on around 
the world, James and Madeline answered the 
call to serve. James left his job at General 
Electric to serve our country overseas. Mad-
eline joined the war effort here at home as a 
nurse aid for the Red Cross. 

The two wrote to each other regularly until 
James returned home on June 25, 1946. 
James returned to his job at General Electric 
where he worked until he retired as a Man-
ager of Shop Operations in 1961. 

In addition to their service to our country, 
James and Madeline volunteered with Meals 
On Wheels throughout their lives, stopping 
only after Madeline and James had turned 89 
and 90, respectively. Madeline, at the age of 
97, continues to volunteer for the Disabled 
American Veterans. 

James and Madeline are the proud parents 
of three children, five grandchildren, eleven 
great grandchildren and one great great 
grandchild. 

Each night before they go to sleep, James 
tells Madeline she is the best thing that ever 
happened to him. 

Congratulations to James and Madeline on 
their 75th Wedding Anniversary. We thank 

them for their lifetimes of service to their com-
munity and country. 
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HONORING FAGEN ELEVATOR 

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Fagen Elevator, a family owned and 
operated business celebrating its 100th year 
of operation, in Keota, Iowa. 

Fagen Elevator was established in 1917 by 
Walter L. Fagen. It has been continually 
owned and managed by members of the 
Fagen family since its establishment. Today, 
Fagen Elevators is operated by the fourth gen-
eration of Fagens, Larry and David. The 
Fagen family has accomplished an incredible 
amount in the 100 years that they have owned 
and operated the Fagen Elevator business in 
Keota. 

Fagen Elevators has contributed greatly to 
Keota, and will continue to better the area for 
many more years to come. Again, I want to 
offer my congratulations to the Fagen family 
as they celebrate this exciting milestone and 
to thank them for their hard work as a pillar of 
the Keota community. 
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ASIA MONDRAGON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Asia 
Mondragon for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Asia Mondragon is a student at Oberon Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Asia 
Mondragon is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Asia 
Mondragon for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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RECOGNIZING HIGH SCHOOL GRAD-
UATES FROM NEW YORK’S 22ND 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT WHO 
WILL SERVE IN THE MILITARY 

HON. CLAUDIA TENNEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I wish to recog-
nize and to express my gratitude to the fol-
lowing individuals from New York’s 22nd Con-
gressional District who upon graduation from 
high school will serve in the military: 
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Kevin Riggs, NYS Army National Guard; 

Kayla Thompson, NYS Army National Guard; 
Alexander J. Leggett, U.S. Army; Sayre P. 
Palmer, U.S. Navy; Joseph S. Podhayski, U.S. 
Army; Nicolas Tarbox, NYS Army National 
Guard; Justin Mallory, U.S. Army National 
Guard; Johnathan D. Sbarra, U.S. Air Force; 
James L. Wachter III, U.S. Air Force; Kristian 
R. Woolston, U.S. Air Force; Corey Mies, U.S. 
Marines; Joseph M. Maerkl, U.S. Air Force; 
Garrett M. Miller, U.S. Air Force; Tyler M. 
Thorick, U.S. Air Force; Kaitlin R. Johnson, 
U.S. Air Force; Gabriel Woods, NYS Army Na-
tional Guard; Joshua M. Ledford, U.S. Army; 
Zaccuary A. King, U.S. Navy. 

Marissa Urban, NYS Army National Guard; 
Joshua P. Cortes, U.S. Navy; Monique M. 
Szczpanski, U.S. Marines; Timothy J. Thomp-
son, U.S. Air Force; Nathan S. Gibson, U.S. 
Air Force; Nicholas V. Scherrer, U.S. Army; 
Briana Tillotson, NYS Army National Guard; 
Jarret Gates, U.S. Marines; Ethan M. Parker, 
U.S. Army; Jason M. Spear, U.S. Army; Ra-
chel M. Van Alstine, U.S. Navy; Talia A. 
Jones, U.S. Army; Morgan R. Vymislicky, U.S. 
Air Force; Krystal Doane, U.S. Army; Seth A. 
Dickson, U.S. Navy; Gunnar C. Ford, U.S. Air 
Force; Thomas J. Fuimo Ill, U.S. Air Force. 
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TRIBUTE TO SUSAN ALVERIO 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Susan 
Alverio of Norwalk, Iowa, for earning the Con-
gressional Award Gold Medal. 

Established in 1979 by the United States 
Congress, the Congressional Award was cre-
ated to recognize outstanding achievements 
made by young people who dedicate them-
selves to public service, physical fitness and 
personal development. Overall, there are two 
levels of achievement that must be earned be-
fore obtaining the Gold Congressional Award 
Medal. Before achieving the third and final 
level, participants must contribute 400 hours to 
voluntary public service, 200 hours of personal 
development and physical fitness, and a four 
consecutive night expedition or exploration. 

Susan has had great success in all areas of 
achievement on her journey towards ultimately 
earning the Congressional Award Gold Medal. 
She volunteered at the Blank Park Zoo, 
learned how to read music as well as play the 
piano and the guitar, and dedicated herself to 
physical fitness through long-distance running. 
Overall, Susan said, ‘‘I grew as a person while 
working towards the Gold Congressional 
Award.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Susan for earning this outstanding award. I 
ask that my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating her on this momentous occasion and in 
wishing her nothing but continued success in 
all of her endeavors. 

ANTHONY MONROY-SANCE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Anthony 
Monroy-Sance for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Anthony Monroy-Sance is a student at Ar-
vada High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Anthony 
Monroy-Sance is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to An-
thony Monroy-Sance for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 
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STEVEN BAKOTIC 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Mr. Steven 
Bakotic as a member of the United States 
Naval Academy Class of 2017. 

Steven graduated from the U.S. Naval 
Academy with a Bachelor of Science and he 
was commissioned as an Ensign in the United 
States Navy on May 26, 2017. 

His career in the service has just begun, but 
it is a testament to Steven’s unselfish devotion 
to the people of this great nation. 

The challenges will be many and the time, 
although it may seem like an eternity, will fly 
by almost unnoticed. 

South Mississippi is proud of Steven and his 
accomplishments, and we look forward to him 
continuing to represent not only Mississippi, 
but the entire nation, as a United States Navy 
officer. 

As Steven embarks on a new chapter in life, 
it is my hope that he may always recall with 
a deep sense of pride and accomplishment 
graduating from a program as prestigious as 
the Naval Academy. 

I would like to send Steven my best wishes 
for continued success in his future endeavors, 
thank him for his service, and congratulate 
him on this momentous occasion. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF MS. 
JUNE MARIE ROBERSON FOR 
HER WORK IN THE YPSILANTI 
COMMUNITY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Ms. June Marie 

Roberson. Ms. Roberson was accomplished 
and well-known for her work in the local Bap-
tist community. 

Ms. Roberson moved to Ypsilanti at a young 
age and became known for her work and ac-
tivism in the community. She began her career 
as a dietitian with St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, 
and then moved to University of Michigan 
Hospital. She then took a new position as an 
assembler at Ford Motor Company. She was 
also active with several Baptist churches in 
the area throughout her life. Ms. June was a 
member of the Metropolitan Memorial Baptist 
Church, where she served as the congrega-
tion’s Baptist Youth Fellowship and was a 
member of the church choir. She eventually 
moved to Second Baptist Church when her 
husband was named as the church’s Deacon, 
where she continued her work with children by 
teaching Sunday School. She then moved to 
Mt. Olive Baptist Church, where she cham-
pioned several initiatives, including serving as 
Director of the Children’s Mission and Presi-
dent of the Mission Department. 

Ms. Roberson was a kind and dedicated 
member of the Ypsilanti community who was 
committed to helping others and working on 
behalf of the community’s children. She was 
strongly supportive of the children in the Bap-
tist congregations in which she was a mem-
ber, and was well-regarded in the community 
for her involvement with the church. She also 
attended the National Baptists Congress of 
Christian Education and National Baptist Con-
vention, and her involvement with these reli-
gious forums underscores her commitment to 
the well-being of others. As a committed moth-
er of three children, Ms. Roberson was active 
in their lives and supportive of her grand-
children. Her kindness, commitment to the 
community, and support of those in need will 
be missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Ms. June Marie Roberson. Ms. 
Roberson was a pillar of the Ypsilanti commu-
nity whose life had a tremendous impact. 
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AVERY NOEL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Avery Noel for 
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Avery Noel is a student at Two Roads Char-
ter School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Avery Noel 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Avery Noel for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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