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I also want to thank and recognize the 

guardians and group leaders on this flight, as 
well as the dedicated Board Members of 
Honor Flight of Oregon, who worked so hard 
to make this trip happen. 

Mr. Speaker, at the height of the Civil War 
in 1863, President Abraham Lincoln wrote, 
‘‘Honor to the Soldier, and Sailor everywhere, 
who bravely bears his country’s cause.’’ Each 
of us in this Chamber and in this Nation 
should be humbled by the courage of these 
brave veterans who put themselves in harm’s 
way for our country and way of life. As a na-
tion, we can never fully repay the debt of grati-
tude owed to them for their honor, commit-
ment, and sacrifice in defense of the freedoms 
we have today. 

My colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these veterans and the volunteers of Honor 
Flight of Oregon for their exemplary dedication 
and service to this great country. 
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WELCOMING THE ROMANIAN 
PRESIDENT TO THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
welcome Romanian President Klaus Iohannis 
to our Nation’s Capital, and I look forward to 
personally meeting with him this evening. Two 
days ago, President Iohannis placed a wreath 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in the Ar-
lington National Cemetery, honoring the mem-
ory of our service members. Tomorrow, he is 
meeting with President Trump and other 
American officials. Romania is a stalwart U.S. 
partner and an important member of the 
NATO Alliance. It hosts the Aegis Ashore Mis-
sile Defense System at Deveselu military 
base, which protects NATO members from 
ballistic missile threats originating from the 
Middle East. 

Romania has also been a staunch American 
ally in global counterterrorism operations 
against ISIS and Al Qaeda, collaborating on 
intelligence-sharing initiatives to support U.S. 
and NATO operations. The Romanian armed 
forces have supported U.S. and NATO mis-
sions in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other theaters 
for over a decade, contributing more than 
30,000 total combat and support personnel. 
With over 600 troops currently serving in Af-
ghanistan, Romania maintains the fourth larg-
est NATO contingent protecting vital U.S. se-
curity interests and the safety of Afghan com-
munities and international forces. 

I join all my colleagues in welcoming a true 
friend, Romanian President Klaus Iohannis. 
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COMMENDING COLONEL ANTHONY 
MITCHELL 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to commend Colonel Anthony 
Mitchell for his efforts as Commander of the 
St. Louis District of the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers. Before his command ends in June 
of 2017, he will have overseen nearly $200 
million in civil works water resource planning, 
design, construction, and regulatory functions 
in the states of Illinois and Missouri. 

Mitchell began his duties as the 51st Com-
mander of the St. Louis District in 2014 and 
has since then worked to provide leadership 
and direction to more than 700 military and ci-
vilian personnel, functioning to provide water 
resource engineering solutions to the 300 
miles of the Mississippi watershed above the 
Ohio River. 

Aside from his accomplishments in engi-
neering, Mitchell’s military decorations are 
praiseworthy as well. Featuring two Bronze 
Star Medals; the Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, four Meritorious Service Medals, two 
Army Commendation Medals, four Army 
Achievement Medals, the Parachutist Badge 
and the Army Engineer Association’s Bronze 
de Fleury Medal. Additionally, in 2012 Mitchell 
was recognized as the Black Engineer of the 
Year Award Recipient for Professional 
Achievement in Government. These awards 
are truly a testament to Mitchell and the level 
of dedication he puts in to his work. 

Colonel Mitchell’s commitment to the St. 
Louis District has undoubtedly contributed to 
the Mississippi Valley Region’s excellence and 
I congratulate him on his many achievements 
and thank him for his work. 
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NEVAEH JENSEN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Nevaeh Jen-
sen for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Nevaeh Jensen is a student at Jefferson 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Nevaeh 
Jensen is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Nevaeh Jensen for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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RECOGNIZING THE BROWARD 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the honorees of the Broward Edu-
cation Foundation for their efforts to make the 
Broward County Public School system one of 
the best in the state. These men and women 
have served Broward County with distinction 

through their efforts, and they have dem-
onstrated a commitment to improving our pub-
lic schools in South Florida. 

The Broward Education Foundation helps to 
provide the students of Broward County with 
an exceptional education, enabling them to 
reach their greatest potential. The scholar-
ships provided by the Foundation will enable 
190 students this year alone to pursue their 
goals of higher education. 

I express deep appreciation for the Broward 
Education Foundation’s important work. Their 
dedication has truly changed lives by providing 
students the educational tools they need to 
achieve success. I thank them for their work 
and service. 
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HONORING BOB PESTONI 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Bob Pestoni upon the oc-
casion of celebrating 125 years of family 
winemaking in the Napa Valley. 

A native of St. Helena, California, Mr. 
Pestoni graduated from St. Helena High 
School before attending Napa Valley College 
and then joining the U.S. Army. Mr. Pestoni is 
the descendant of the Pestino and Domingos 
winemaking families. 

Mr. Pestoni’s great-great-grandfather, Albino 
Pestoni, immigrated to Napa Valley from a 
small village in Switzerland near the Italian 
border in 1892. Ten years later, he, his wife 
Maria Madonna, and their four sons estab-
lished Bonded Winery 935. One of those sons, 
Henry, formed a vineyard management crew 
and planted and managed vineyards through-
out the upper Napa Valley. He learned how 
soil, sunlight, rootstock, and varietal selection 
could affect fruit quality, and, along with his 
wife Lena, he owned and operated Old Mill 
Winery from 1933 to 1958. 

Mr. Pestoni and his brother Marvin used 
their foundation in sustainable farming to es-
tablish Upper Valley Disposal Service in 1963. 
Paying the same careful attention to the soil 
as their ancestors did, the brothers offered 
composting as a solution to our local wine 
community’s discarded grape skin, pulp, 
seeds, and stems. Upper Valley Disposal and 
Recycling has been very successful, inspiring 
our community to refer to Mr. Pestoni as the 
‘‘King of Compost.’’ 

After many years of growing winegrapes for 
other wine producers, Mr. Pestoni and his 
wife, Sylvia, opened the doors of Rutherford 
Grove Winery in 1994. This year, in celebra-
tion of their family’s 125th anniversary of Napa 
Valley Winemaking, the winery was renamed 
Pestoni Family Estate Winery. 

Mr. Speaker, Bob Pestoni and his family be-
fore him have made single vineyard, hand- 
crafted wines for 125 years. They are my 
friends. I am proud that this hardworking man 
and family do so much for our community. It 
is fitting and proper that we honor them here 
today. 
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TRIAD HS GIRLS SOCCER 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to an outstanding sports team from 
southern Illinois. The Triad High School Wom-
en’s Soccer team won the Illinois Class 2A 
state championship on June 3, defeating 
Wheaton Academy 5–4. After 100 minutes of 
scoreless play the Lady Nights began to make 
goals and fight off their competitors’ shots re-
sulting in their State Title. 

The Lady Nights from Troy, Illinois, put to-
gether a 22–6 record en route to the cham-
pionship, defeating rivals and earning one 
small victory at a time. 

My congratulations go to: Madisyn Stauffer, 
Jody Ellis, Kalie Gibbs, Madison Mell, Mad-
eline Keller, Jordyn Besserman, Hailey 
Busche, Chelsea Riden, Meaghan Smith (C), 
Samantha Bassler (C), Ashley Newcombe, 
Sydney Thomas, Eryn Fanning, Chloe Scott, 
Erynn Little (C), Sydney Beach, Katie Rogers, 
Jordan Wilson, Sierra Schlemmer, Rebecca 
Byrd, Morgan Bohnenstiehl (C), Molly Suess, 
Mercedes King and coaches and staff Matt 
Bettlach—Varsity Head Coach, Jim Jackson— 
Varsity Assistant Coach, Heather Seger—Jun-
ior Varsity Coach, and Bailey Stack—Fresh-
man Coach. 
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NICOLE DERWENT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Nicole 
Derwent for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Nicole Derwent is a student at Wheat Ridge 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Nicole 
Derwent is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ni-
cole Derwent for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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PEARLAND TEACHER AWARDED 
NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Daniel Clason of Pearland, TX, 
for being awarded a Fellowship by the James 
Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation of 
Alexandria, VA. 

A social studies teacher at KIPP Spirit Col-
lege Prep, Daniel is one of 53 people nation-
wide to receive this fellowship. The James 
Madison Fellowship recognizes promising and 
distinguished teachers, while supporting fur-
ther study of American history and govern-
ment by those who want to teach related 
courses in secondary schools. The fellowship 
will fund up to $24,000 of Daniel’s master’s 
degree, which is focused on the history and 
principles of the U.S. Constitution. This will 
allow Daniel to pursue a more in depth edu-
cation, which he can pass on to his students. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Daniel for being awarded the James Madi-
son Fellowship. Our students will greatly ben-
efit from his hard work and will grow up to be 
defenders of the U.S. Constitution. 
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RECOGNIZING TYLER FLEETWOOD 
FOR HIS TITLE AS THE CLASS 
1A 120-POUND ILLINOIS STATE 
WRESTLING CHAMPION 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Tyler Fleetwood, for being named 
the Class 1A 120-pound Illinois State Cham-
pion in wrestling. 

Tyler Fleetwood is now Fulton High School’s 
first two-time state champion with an 11–5 vic-
tory over Aurora Christian in a 120-pound title 
match, and I would like to recognize Tyler for 
his tremendous accomplishment. Tyler’s dedi-
cation and passion for wrestling secured him 
the state championship title yet again, and a 
state bracket that included the top seed in his 
path. As a former athlete, I understand the 
amount of commitment and hard work it takes 
to be awarded such a title. Tyler is an exam-
ple of the importance and value of persever-
ance and a strong work ethic. I am proud that 
there is such young talent in our community, 
and to see him represent our community 
throughout the state. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to again formally 
congratulate Tyler Fleetwood on his title, and 
I join the rest of our community in wishing him 
every success in the future. 
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HONORING KANASHA BLUE AS SHE 
RECEIVES THE RUFUS FRAZIER 
HUMAN SERVICES AWARD FROM 
THE BUFFALO CHAPTER OF THE 
NAACP 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand here today to recognize Kanasha Blue’s 
service to others. Ms. Blue’s years of work in 
public service have earned her the Rufus 
Frazier Human Services Award at the 
NAACP—Buffalo Chapter’s Medgar Evers 
award dinner. 

A native of Montego Bay, Jamaica, Ms. Blue 
has made improving the lives of others a fun-
damental component of her life. She has re-

sided in Buffalo, NY since 1997 and is a Vet-
eran of Operation Enduring Freedom as well 
as a retired Staff Sergeant of the New York 
Army National Guard. 

In addition to her commendable and brave 
service in our military, Ms. Blue is impressive 
in her willingness to go above and beyond 
what is asked of her. While deployed in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom, Ms. Blue 
organized a drive for personal care items and 
clothing for local workers in need that helped 
close to 100 people meet their basic personal 
care needs. Recently, she supported deployed 
troops with a personal care item drive that re-
sulted in hundreds of dollars in products being 
donated to the noble cause. These are just a 
few examples of Ms. Blue actively searching 
for opportunities to help others. 

Ms. Blue volunteers with the Second Baptist 
Church Food Pantry, Lambda Pi Upsilon So-
rority, Inc., and the Buffalo/Niagara Mentorship 
Program. She has used her leadership skills 
to bring about positive change in the lives of 
countless individuals. Her ability to lead and 
impact others led her to serve as President of 
Second Baptist Church Missionary/Deaconess 
Ministry, Third Vice Commander of the Amer-
ican Legion Jesse Clipper Post 430, Executive 
Committee member of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), and Co-Chair of the Young Adult 
Action Committee (YAAC). 

Other accomplishments by Ms. Blue include 
her Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal 
Justice from SUNY Buffalo State and a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Public Administration from 
Marist College. She enjoys spending time with 
her husband of two years, Robert Blue. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me to 
take the time to recognize the great work Ms. 
Kanasha Blue has done for the Western New 
York community and people throughout the 
world. Her generosity and dedication are ad-
mirable and I wish her the best in all her fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

TO EXTEND THE DEADLINE FOR 
COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUC-
TION OF A HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECT 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation to extend the deadline 
for commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project in my district. Specifically, this 
legislation will provide for a ‘‘commencement 
of construction’’ deadline extension for the 
Enloe Dam Hydroelectric Project that is being 
developed in Washington State by the 
Okanogan Public Utility District. 

On July 9, 2013, the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission (FERC) granted the 
Okanogan Public Utility District an original li-
cense for the Enloe Dam Hydroelectric 
Project, which will be located at the existing 
Enloe Dam that is situated about 3.5 miles 
northwest of the City of Oroville in the State of 
Washington. The current Enloe Dam was con-
structed in 1920 on Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) land for power generation. How-
ever, operations ceased in 1958 when the ex-
tension of Bonneville Power Administration’s 
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