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Kairat Umarov for his service and friendship to
our country, while serving as Kazakhstan’s
Ambassador to the United States.

For the past 25 years, Kazakhstan and the
United States have developed an enduring re-
lationship built on nuclear nonproliferation and
security. This association has evolved to in-
clude a strong relationship on trade, economic
integration, and the support of democracy.
Since its independence, Kazakhstan has been
a strategic partner to the United States and
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
The diplomatic cooperation between our two
countries has contributed to the reconstruction
of Afghanistan and strengthened security in
the Central Asia region—accomplishments
that were greatly served by Ambassador
Umarov’s dedicated work.

Mr. Umarov has served as Ambassador of
Kazakhstan to the United States since 2013,
and his steady leadership over the past four
years has enhanced ties between our two
countries. Ambassador Umarov’s focus on
commercial and technological cooperation has
solidified Kazakhstan’s path as a future trade
hub for the entire New Silk Road region. His
significant contributions to the upcoming
EXPO 2017 event will prove to be essential to
its success. Ambassador Umarov’s time in
Washington has shown him to be a gracious
and gifted diplomat, and although | am sad to
see him leave, | am confident that he will re-
main a true champion for the people of
Kazakhstan as he assumes his new duties on
behalf of his country at the United Nations.

Mr. Speaker, | once again want to thank
Ambassador Umarov for his hard work and
friendship as Kazakhstan’s Ambassador to the
United States, and | wish him the best of luck
on all his future endeavors.

———

IN HONOR OF THE REVEREND
RICHARD GAMMAGE

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 23, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to an out-
standing spiritual and community leader, the
Reverend Richard Gammage, Pastor of New
Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church in
Macon, Georgia. Sadly, Reverend Gammage
passed away on Wednesday, January 11,
2017 at the age of 85. A memorial service
was held in his honor on Thursday, January
19, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. at his church in Macon,
Georgia.

Richard Gammage was born in Sylvester,
Georgia in 1931. He accepted Jesus Christ as
his Savior at the young age of twelve. He was
a member of Beulah Missionary Baptist
Church and served in the various roles of dea-
con, Sunday school teacher, choir president
and Chairman of the Sick Committee.

Always seeking to improve his craft of
Christian  ministry and discipleship, he
furthered his education at Carver Bible Col-
lege, the Morehouse School of Religion, and
the Interdenominational Theological Center.
He earned a Master’s degree from Brown Col-
lege of Transoral Science.

For the past 37 years, Reverend Gammage
pastored the New Pleasant Grove Missionary
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Baptist Church in Macon. He loved each
member of his congregation, and they loved
him back. He believed that in addition to exist-
ing in a building, the church should exist in a
community. The church took pride in serving
breakfast on Sunday mornings to many home-
less people and people in need who were able
to eat a good meal immediately after the early
service.

In Reverend Gammage’s many years of
service, he ordained more than one hundred
deacons, including seven women to preach.
He served as President of the Evangelical
Ministers Alliance for several years and most
recently held the title of President Emeritus.
Reverend Gammage also stood firm as a
strong believer in Christian education, pro-
viding Bibles and other instructional materials
to every individual who attended his Bible
studies.

Reverend Gammage made a difference
both in and out of the pulpit. He was a re-
nowned and passionate community leader in
Macon, Georgia. For more than three dec-
ades, he led the annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Freedom March in Macon. He also hosted fo-
rums at New Pleasant Grove during nearly
every political election for candidates to dis-
cuss issues and their campaigns.

Acts 20:35 says, “I have shown you in
every way, by laboring like this, that you must
support the weak. And remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.”” Truly, Rev-
erend Gammage abided by this scripture, un-
derstanding his calling and purpose to serve
God’s people and his community.

Reverend Gammage achieved much in his
life, but none of this would have been possible
without the love and support of his wife, Myra
Gammage, and their three children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than
730,000 residents of the Second Congres-
sional District of Georgia in extending our sin-
cere condolences to Reverend Richard
Gammage’s family, friends, and followers dur-
ing this difficult time. | pray that we may all be
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

TRIBUTE TO ELLYN McKENZIE
HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 23, 2017

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ellyn McKenzie, Vice President of
Government Affairs for Sixteenth Street Com-
munity Health Centers. She is retiring on Jan-
uary 31, 2017. She has served the organiza-
tion beginning in 1997 and retires exactly
upon her 20th anniversary date.

Ellyn started with the agency as a grant
writer and project director for the agency’s first
two grants to support Environmental Justice
Activities. Sixteenth Street's Department of
Environmental Health was formed based upon
those two grant projects: 1) to support a com-
munity-based approach to lead poisoning pre-
vention and 2) to collect information and cata-
log information about and features of the
neighborhood that could pose a hazard to the
health of children. In fact, the Department of
Environmental Health continues its work to
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prevent lead poisoning, and has grown their
environmental justice activities into successful
sustainable re-development projects for Mil-
waukee’s Menomonee Valley and Kinnickinnic
River Corridor.

Ellyn transitioned to the position of Commu-
nications and Development Director as the
agency expanded and upon her retirement
held the title of Vice President of Government
Affairs. She produced five successful fund-
raising events for Sixteenth Street’s signature
Celebrity Roast—the agency’s once a year
fundraiser. Honorees for events on her watch
were for Milwaukee Buck's Coach George
Karl, Milwaukee Brewer’s President and Chair-
man Wendy Selig-Prieb, former Wisconsin
Governor Tommy Thompson, Milwaukee de-
veloper Gary Grunau and Wisconsin Governor
Jim Doyle.

Ellyn produced 15 Annual Reports, a publi-
cation for donors, community partners and
staff compiling successes, new challenges and
strategic growth of the agency. She was also
responsible for government relations activities
for the agency over the years.

Prior to joining Sixteenth Street Community
Health Centers, Ellyn held several positions in
Wisconsin State government, serving as legis-
lative assistant to the State Senate Organiza-
tion Committee, as an aide to Wisconsin Gov-
ernor Tony Earl and as coordinator for a state-
wide Energy Conservation Plan in the Depart-
ment of Administration.

| am grateful to have had the opportunity to
know and work with Ellyn since her days in
Wisconsin State Government. | join with
friends and colleagues to congratulate her on
her retirement. | wish her much success as
she ftransitions into a different phase of her
life. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Ellyn
McKenzie and | am proud to call her a friend.
The citizens of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict and the State of Wisconsin are privileged
to have someone of her ability and dedicated
service working on their behalf for so many
years. | am honored for these reasons to pay
tribute to Ellyn McKenzie.

———

HONORING ELK RIVER’S
SPORTECH

HON. TOM EMMER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 23, 2017

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate Sportech in Elk River, for receiving
a PACE Business Award from the Elk River
Chamber of Commerce.

Every year the Elk River Chamber awards
successful businesses in the area, and this
year Sportech received the Employer of the
Year Award.

Sportech maintains high spirits among their
two hundred and fifty employees by providing
flexible hours so they can spend time with
their loved ones, giving them quality equip-
ment to work with, and by raising overall mo-
rale with fun team building activities.

The happiness of their employees is surely
the reason that Sportech produces quality
products every year, making over two hundred
million dollars last year alone.

The employees are the backbone of each
and every company. They are the ones who
work tirelessly to ensure that the business that
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they work for remains successful and | com-
mend Sportech for recognizing that important
fact.

Sportech is more than deserving of this
award, and | wish them continued success in
2017.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN
GENE CERNAN

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 23, 2017

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with profound
sadness that | join millions around our country
and in NASA and the space industry who are
mourning the loss of one of a dozen Apollo
space legends, Capt. Eugene “Gene” Cernan.

As the Commander of the Apollo 17 mis-
sion, and the most recent man on the moon—
as he put it—he remained a tireless and out-
spoken advocate for NASA and America’s
manned space exploration program. Captain
Cernan testified before Congress numerous
times, and took a leading role in promoting
human spaceflight.

Captain Cernan had an unshakable convic-
tion that it was mankind’s destiny to explore
and that the U.S. must take the lead, for the
benefit of all mankind. He conveyed these
sentiments as he left the lunar surface,
“. . .as | take man’s last step from the sur-
face, back home for some time to come—but
we believe not too long into the future—I'd like
to just (say) what | believe history will record:
that America’s challenge of today has forged
man’s destiny of tomorrow. And, as we leave
the Moon at Taurus-Littrow, we leave as we
came and, God willing, as we shall return, with
peace and hope for mankind. . .”

| first met Capt. Cernan here in Washington
D.C. about one year ago, and | was inspired
by his incredible passion for human space ex-
ploration and conviction that the United States
must lead in this world-changing endeavor.
God speed Capt. Cernan, | promise that | will
continue your fight in the Congress to estab-
lish a bold and purposeful human space ex-
ploration program.

My thoughts and prayers are with the family
and friends of Captain Cernan.

————

TRIBUTE TO JOANN AND ANDY
GOHLINGHORST

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 23, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate JoAnn
and Andy Gohlinghorst of Council Bluffs, lowa,
for their many years of volunteer services at
Christian Home Association—Children’s
Square USA in Council Bluffs. JoAnn and
Andy started volunteering at Children’s Square
in 1985. JoAnn

JoAnn and Andy have spent the past 31
years volunteering at Children’s Square,
where they have sorted, organized, and dis-
played donated clothing and toys. These items
are available to children in need on the Chil-
dren’s Square campus as well as foster fami-
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lies served by Children’s Square. The Chris-
tian Home Association—Children’s Square
USA is a private, not-for profit organization
founded on December 23, 1882. Children’s
Square USA has a rich history of caring for
children from birth to 21 years old and their
families, meeting their individualized needs, in-
stilling hope and helping restore lives.

Mr. Speaker, | commend JoAnn and Andy
for the dedicated service they have provided
to Children’s Square and for their care and
concern for children in need. | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating JoAnn
and Andy for their many years of volunteer
service and in wishing them nothing but the
very best.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF
IVELISSE R. ESTRADA, MA, BA

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 23, 2017

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Ivelisse R. Estrada on
the end of her tenure as Senior Vice President
of Corporate and Community Relations for
Univision Communications Inc. (UCI).

In her role as Senior Vice President, Ms.
Estrada was responsible for the overall devel-
opment and coordination of community rela-
tions strategies for the company, including the
Univision Network, UniMas Network, Univision
Cable Networks, as well as Univision Local
Media, including TV, radio, and digital. She
coordinated all philanthropic contributions and
served as a liaison between UCI and commu-
nity organizations. She also planned, directed,
and supervised the execution of the com-
pany’s community empowerment platform
Univision Contigo, promoting awareness and
providing greater access to Education, Health,
Prosperity, and Civic Participation resources.

Ms. Estrada developed and launched
Univision Educacion, a comprehensive, multi-
year national education initiative, in partner-
ship with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
the U.S. Department of Education, educators,
and civic and community leaders from around
the country. The initiative was aimed at im-
proving academic achievement among K-12
Hispanic students with a specific focus on high
school graduation and college readiness.

In 2007, she worked with the National Asso-
ciation of Latino Elected and Appointed Offi-
cials (NALEO) in an unprecedented national
civic engagement campaign developed to in-
form, educate, and motivate Hispanics to par-
ticipate in the American political dialogue. “Ya
es Hora . . . jCiudadania!” (“lt's Time . . .
Citizenship!”) was done in collaboration with
hundreds of Hispanic-serving organizations
across the U.S. and mobilized more than one
million eligible immigrants to apply for citizen-
ship. In 2008, the campaign was honored with
a Peabody Award.

In 2003, she was responsible for the cre-
ation of a multi-year, cross-platform health ini-
tiative entitled “Salud es Vida . . . jEntérate!”
(“Lead a Healthy Life: Get the Facts!”) to pro-
mote healthy lifestyles and encourage the
early detection and aggressive management
of chronic health conditions affecting U.S. His-
panics. In 2004, “jEntérate!” was honored with
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a Peabody Award, the first ever for a Spanish-
language broadcast company.

Ms. Estrada started her career with
Univision in 1991, where she initiated her ca-
reer as Director of Communications at KMEX—
TV, Channel 34, the flagship station of the
Univision Television Group, Inc. in Los Ange-
les. During her tenure at KMEX, she launched
numerous community projects that focused on
health, education, and art initiatives. She also
served as Director of Corporate and Commu-
nity Relations for Univision Television Group,
where she supervised the public affairs and
community efforts of the company’s owned
and operated stations.

Outside of UCI, Ms. Estrada is a prominent
advocate and supporter of the community.
She serves on several boards, including the
Board of Directors of the Washington Center,
the Women’s Leadership Board at Harvard’s
Kennedy School of Government, the Los An-
geles Fund for Public Education, Friends of
the National Museum of the American Latino,
and the Smithsonian Latino Center. She also
serves on the Excelencia in Education Hon-
orary Board, the Corporate Board of Advisors
of the Cuban American National Council, the
Latino Communications Initiative Roundtable,
College of Communications at Cal State Ful-
lerton, the Institute for Latino Studies at the
University of Notre Dame, and is a member of
the International Women’s Forum, where she
serves in the Hall of Fame Task Force. In ad-
dition, she was a member of the National Task
Force on Early Childhood Education for His-
panics.

Mr. Speaker, as lvelisse Estrada leaves her
position at Univision Communications Inc., |
want to recognize her long and distinguished
career of empowering Latinos across the
United States. | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the outstanding work she has
done to empower and advocate for our Latino
community, not only in Los Angeles, but
across the U.S. at large. We wish her the very
best as she moves on to new and exciting en-
deavors.

THE 58TH INAUGURATION
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 23, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a per-
son of faith, | wish President-elect Donald
Trump nothing but the best as he becomes
the Commander-in-Chief of our nation.

On November 8th 2016, many of us were
deeply wounded and it was a very difficult
time. For me, the concern was for so many of
my constituents who had worked so hard for
a different result; and the many young people
who were for the first time engaged in the
democratic process that were seemingly so
disappointed. They were looking for hope.

After the election, although still very con-
cerned, | was willing to give the President-
elect the appropriate time, as he moved
through his transition, to address the American
people with a message of unity. Unfortunately,
the transition was not as smooth as | believe
many of us, as Americans, would have wanted
it to be. The call for unity and the embracing
of all Americans simply did not come. The mo-
ments of attack continued. However, many of
us still continued to listen.
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