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HONORING DR. L. FRANCES P. 

LIDDELL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Dr. L. Frances P. 
Liddell’s dedicated commitment of service to 
her community and her services to the con-
ference of Minority Public Administrators 
(COMPA) and the National Planning Com-
mittee. 

Dr. L. Frances P. Liddell was awarded by 
the renaming of the American Society for Pub-
lic Administration (ASPA), in her honor, to the 
Dr. L. Frances P. Liddell Student Policy De-
bate. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. L. Frances P. Liddell. 

f 

IMPORTANCE OF INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS FOR 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of a glob-
ally engaged and welcoming United States. 
Historically, hosting international students and 
scholars at our colleges and universities has 
been one of the most important ways America 
reinforces those values. We all need to recog-
nize the vital contributions that international 
students, scholars and their families make 
when we welcome them to this great country. 

Welcoming international students and schol-
ars strengthens our diplomatic ties with coun-
tries across the globe and increases our na-
tional security. 

International students and scholars who 
have spent time in the United States become 
informal ambassadors when they return home, 
sharing an appreciation for common values, 
counteracting stereotypes about the U.S., and 
enhancing respect for cultural differences. 

Likewise, the ability to perform and compete 
globally is a vital component of a 21st century 
education. While less than 2 percent of U.S. 
students study abroad each year, having inter-
national students on our campuses can better 
prepare U.S. students to succeed as global 
citizens. 

International students also contribute to the 
economic well-being of the United States. Ac-
cording to NAFSA: Association of International 
Educators, international students and their 
families supported 400,000 jobs and contrib-
uted nearly $33 billion to the U.S. economy 
during the 2015 to 2016 academic year. 

In my district, during the 2015 to 2016 aca-
demic year, 12,249 international students and 
their families contributed $359.7 million, sup-
porting 5,967 jobs. 

May is a critical month on the college cal-
endar. It is the traditional end of the academic 
year, when graduation ceremonies take place 
across the country. But it is also a time when 
prospective students make their final choice 
on where they plan to study in the fall. 

Actions taken by this administration, most 
significantly the Travel Ban Executive Order, 

have generated a great deal of uncertainty 
within U.S. colleges and universities. Many 
currently enrolled international students may 
choose not to travel home at the end of the 
academic year, for fear they might not be al-
lowed to return in the fall. 

Unsurprisingly, for prospective students, 
nearly 40 percent of higher education institu-
tions reported application declines for the first 
time in many years. 

Moreover, the anti-immigrant rhetoric and 
uncertainty created by our broken immigration 
system make the United States less attractive 
to the students and scholars who we want to 
contribute to our campuses and communities. 

To ensure our nation’s security, economic 
well-being, and academic leadership, we must 
remain an open and welcoming United States. 
So, to the international students and scholars 
who may be unsure about coming, I say: Your 
contributions are valued and you are welcome 
here. 

f 

SUPPORTING MONTENEGRO 
JOINING NATO 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
along with my colleagues Ms. PINGREE of 
Maine and Mr. MOULTON of Massachusetts, in 
strong support of the small but strategically 
important country of Montenegro. This past 
weekend, Montenegro celebrated the eleventh 
anniversary of its independence. This week, 
President Trump will attend the NATO Summit 
in Brussels, where Montenegro will be officially 
welcomed as a new Member. 

Along with the gentlewoman from Maine, I 
chair the Congressional Montenegro Caucus. 
The goal of the Caucus is simple: to educate 
Members of Congress on U.S.-Montenegro re-
lations and show the people of Montenegro 
that they have friends here in the United 
States, including the U.S. Congress. 

Over the last year, the relationship between 
the United States and Montenegro has re-
ceived greater attention here on Capitol Hill. I 
rise today to ask my colleagues to continue to 
devote time and attention over the year ahead 
on this important alliance. 

Indeed, in an overwhelming display of bipar-
tisanship on March 28th the Senate ratified 
accession of Montenegro to become the 29th 
member of NATO. On April 11th, President 
Trump signed a Presidential Memoranda codi-
fying this significant landmark. 

I am proud to also share that on April 27th 
our counterparts—the elected representatives 
in the Montenegrin Parliament—voted 46–0 to 
ratify accession to NATO. 

Eleven years ago this week, the people of 
Montenegro voted in favor of peacefully be-
coming an independent state and dissolving 
the union with Serbia. Shortly thereafter, all 
five members of the United Nations Security 
Council recognized the newest country in the 
world, beginning a new chapter in the history 
of trans-Atlantic relations regional and history. 

The events of the last few weeks and the 
last 11 years demonstrate the truest form of 
representative democracy. Civil debate here 
on Capitol Hill and in Podgorica among elect-
ed leaders representing the will of our con-

stituents has shown the world that democracy 
remains the best form of government, despite 
its imperfections. As Churchill said, ‘‘No one 
pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise. 
Indeed it has been said that democracy is the 
worst form of Government, except for all those 
other forms that have been tried from time to 
time.’’ [Churchill By Himself, 2013] 

The inclusion of Montenegro into NATO will 
strengthen regional and trans-Atlantic security, 
and sends a strong message of the impor-
tance of democratic values. As my colleagues 
know, democratic values—transparency, equal 
justice and rule of law—must constantly be 
fostered. Accession into NATO has allowed 
Montenegro to advance toward these values. 
It is our responsibility as a Congress to help 
this new nation further embrace Euro-Atlantic 
integration and to increase its ability to fight 
organized crime and corruption. 

Meanwhile, American business leaders like-
wise play a vital role. For example, the Stratex 
Group, the largest American investor in Mon-
tenegro with roots in Massachusetts, con-
tinues to work alongside our Embassy to fos-
ter stronger bilateral relations and a commit-
ment by all Montenegrin elected officials— 
local and federal—to these democratic values 
we all hold dear. Only two places in Monte-
negro fly the American flag: the U.S. Embassy 
and the Stratex properties. 

Beyond strengthening our formal diplomatic 
alliance, my colleagues here in Congress must 
endeavor to creatively promote stronger ties in 
at least two ways. 

First, the State Partnership between the 
Maine National Guard and Montenegro has 
been successfully building relationships for 
over a decade, linking a unique component of 
the U.S. Department of Defense with the 
armed forces of Montenegro in a cooperative, 
mutually beneficial relationship. Through this 
program, the U.S. National Guard conducts 
military-to-military engagements in support of 
defense security goals but also leverages 
whole-of-society relationships and capabilities 
to facilitate broader interagency and corollary 
engagements spanning military, government, 
economic and social spheres. 

Second, we must support business and cul-
tural diplomacy—in Montenegro and around 
the world, encouraging our diplomats to have 
a greater appreciation for American invest-
ments in emerging democracies. To attract ad-
ditional investment, Montenegro must fully 
commit to the rule of law, transparency and an 
independent judiciary. With the continued 
focus from the United States, I am confident 
Montenegrin government leaders will continue 
down the path of reform. 

The Congressional Montenegro Caucus 
congratulates Montenegro on their achieve-
ments as they finally have a seat at the table 
at this week’s NATO meeting, and stands in 
support of a stable, secure Europe based on 
collective self-defense, economic freedom, the 
rule of law, and democracy. 

f 

GRIFFIN CROSS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Griffin Cross 
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for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Griffin Cross is a student at Arvada West 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Griffin 
Cross is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Grif-
fin Cross for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JORDAN 
VALLEY INNOVATION CENTER 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Jordan Valley Innovation Center 
on 10 years of dedication to new and innova-
tive ideas. 

The Jordan Valley Innovation Center is a 
place where students at Missouri State Univer-
sity and the private sector come together and 
work towards creating and researching the de-
velopment of new technologies. As technology 
continues to change, it’s important to have 
hands-on opportunities like the ones provided 
by the Jordan Valley Innovation Center. 

Construction began for the center in 2005 
and two years later, construction was com-
pleted. Since then the Jordan Valley Innova-
tion Center has been a vital part of southwest 
Missouri and its success. 

I am honored to recognize Jordan Valley In-
novation Center on its 10-year anniversary. I 
look forward to watching this center grow as it 
continues to be a place of learning and cre-
ating. On behalf of Missouri’s 7th Congres-
sional District, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating the Jordan Valley In-
novation Center on all its success. 

f 

GEORGE R. DUNLAP 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. George R. Dunlap, a U.S. 
Navy and Coast Guard veteran from Kansas 
City who served in both World War II and the 
Korean War. As one of four brothers to serve 
in active duty, George enlisted right after high 
school graduation on his eighteenth birthday in 
1945. After his years of service, George 
moved to Kansas City where he devoted 
twenty-five years of his life to the Kansas City 
Police Department. 

George’s example of lifelong service to his 
country and community deserves our utmost 
appreciation. I am honored to share my grati-
tude and respect for this wonderful Missourian 

and applaud George for his dedication to 
serve and protect our country. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Mr. Dunlap and 
all those who serve our great nation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE RESO-
LUTION EXPRESSING THE SENSE 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES THAT THE SENATE 
SHOULD GIVE ITS ADVICE AND 
CONSENT TO THE RATIFICATION 
OF THE CONVENTION ON THE 
ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
WOMEN (CEDAW) 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to introduce the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
the Senate should give its advice and consent 
to the ratification of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW). 

CEDAW is a landmark international agree-
ment that calls on governments to take appro-
priate measures to end discrimination against 
women in all areas of life. The Convention 
seeks to develop women’s equality in legal 
status, human rights, political participation, 
employment, education and healthcare, while 
committing countries to change or eradicate 
discriminatory laws, customs, and practices. 

Despite 189 countries ratifying CEDAW, the 
United States is the only industrialized country 
in the world that has not ratified the treaty, 
even though its fundamental principles of 
equality and nondiscrimination are paramount 
to the ideals of our nation. Other nations that 
have not ratified CEDAW include Somalia and 
Iran. 

CEDAW is not self-executing, but would be 
a powerful statement uniting the U.S. with 
most of the world in its commitment to wom-
en’s rights and equality. Any legislation the 
United States might adopt to comply with the 
treaty would have to go through the normal 
Congressional process. 

Ratification of CEDAW would continue our 
nation’s proud bipartisan tradition of promoting 
and protecting human rights. Senate action in 
favor of ratification of CEDAW would strength-
en our standing as a global leader for the 
rights of women and girls. I hope my col-
leagues will cosponsor this important resolu-
tion that will benefit women in the U.S. and 
around the world. 

f 

HONORING CYNTHIA LEON 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate A. Cynthia Leon on 
her reappointment as Chairman of the Texas 
Public Safety Commission. 

On March 8, 2017, Governor Greg Abbott 
reappointed Cynthia to the Texas Public Safe-
ty Commission. Originally appointed in 2011 

by then Governor Rick Perry, Cynthia served 
as the Commission’s chairman from April 2012 
to March 2017. Prior to serving on the Texas 
Public Safety Commission, Cynthia served as 
regional director for the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. Cynthia 
also served our country for 25 years in the 
U.S. Navy Reserves, retiring with the rank of 
captain. 

Outside of her work on the Texas Public 
Safety Commission, Cynthia is an active mem-
ber of her community. She is a member of the 
International Women’s Forum and Leadership 
Texas, previously chairing the Dallas-Fort 
Worth and San Antonio Federal Executive 
Boards. Cynthia is also a life member of the 
Naval Reserve Association, Navy League, 
U.S. Naval Institute and the Reserve Officers 
Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I again congratulate Cynthia 
on her well-deserved reappointment. I know 
that she will continue to lead the Texas Public 
Safety Commission in the right direction. 

f 

JOSIAH DOMINGUEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Josiah 
Dominguez for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Josiah Dominguez is a student at Arvada 
K–8 School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Josiah 
Dominguez is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jo-
siah Dominguez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING GROVER HOLMES 
HORTON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the late Mrs. Grover 
Holmes Horton. 

Mrs. Horton, born June 15, 1938, left to be 
with the Lord on May 7, 2016. She was a 
great mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, sister and friend. 

Mrs. Horton was a God-fearing member of 
Goodman Missionary Baptist Church under 
the leadership of Rev. Dr. Nathanial Christian. 
She was a very dedicated member who 
served in the choir and was the Secretary in 
her church. 

Mrs. Horton was very active and became 
the founder of Goodman Male Chorus and a 
member of Tri-City Gospel Choir. 
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