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known for his leadership as a member of the
Connecticut State Police force’s Public Infor-
mation Office.

In a position he held for nearly one third of
his career, Lieutenant Vance became, for
many in Connecticut, the public face of our
State Police. As a Public Information Officer, it
was he who so often brought a sense of calm
and order to very difficult circumstances. That
composure was put to the ultimate test as he
guided a grieving state and stunned nation
through the aftermath of tragedy at the Sandy
Hook Elementary School in December of
2012.

| hold a deep respect for the men and
women who dedicate their professional ca-
reers to law enforcement—facing situations
and circumstances that few of us can even
imagine. Lieutenant Vance is a reflection of
the very best of our law enforcement commu-
nity. Over the course of his career, his com-
mitment and leadership has made all the dif-
ference and we owe him a debt of gratitude
that can never fully be paid. Lieutenant—
though it does not seem enough, thank you
for all of your good work on our behalf. You
leave a legacy of service that will most cer-
tainly serve as an inspiration to others for
years to come.

Lieutenant Paul Vance has led a remarkable
career, leaving an indelible mark on the Con-
necticut State Police force as well as the State
of Connecticut. Today, it is my great privilege
to stand and join his wife, Meg, their three
children and six grandchildren, as well as fam-
ily, friends, and colleagues in wishing him the
very best for many more years of health and
happiness in this next chapter of his life.

———

RECOGNIZING E COMPANY, 141ST
INFANTRY REGIMENT

HON. BETO O'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to rise today to recognize E Company, 141st
Infantry Regiment, which served with valor
and distinction during World War Il.

In 1940, E Company, along with the entire
141st Infantry Regiment was federalized and
assigned to the 36th Infantry Division. E Com-
pany was distinct in its heritage and was com-
posed almost entirely of Mexican-American
soldiers. A vast majority of E Company’s sol-
diers hailed from El Paso.

The 141st Infantry Regiment shipped off to
North Africa in April 1943. The regiment was
one of the units in the amphibious invasion of
ltaly at Salerno, and they suffered heavy cas-
ualties. As the 141st fought its way through
ltaly, the regiment, as well as E Company,
fought with distinction. The 141st reinforced
units at Anzio, helped tip the scales to rout the
Germans, and entered Rome in June 1944.
This culminated 137 days of combat during
which the 141st Infantry Regiment suffered
over 3,000 casualties. The Germans called the
141st “wild men from Texas, skilled in
fieldcraft and fighting.”

The regiment then participated in a third
amphibious landing, its second combat assault
against a fortified beachhead, and entered
Southern France. The 141st continued to fight
through Central Europe. E Company partici-
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pated with the regiment in all its major cam-
paigns and battles. The unit deactivated in De-
cember 1945 after the war. The regiment had
suffered 1,126 killed, more than 5,000 wound-
ed, and over 500 missing in action. Its soldiers
were awarded an astonishing three Medals of
Honor, 31 Distinguished Service Crosses, 492
Silver Stars, and 1,685 Bronze Stars.

The valor and bravery of the soldiers of E
Company, 141st Infantry Regiment must not
be forgotten. As America prepares to reflect
on the sacrifices made by our service mem-
bers this Memorial Day, | ask that we take a
moment to remember the soldiers of E Com-
pany. They represented the best of El Paso,
Texas, and the nation as our brave service
members valiantly fought the forces of tyr-
anny. | am honored to represent the men and
women of El Paso who carry on the legacy of
E Company as they continue to stand against
injustice and pursue the American dream.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARTHA AND JACK
BLACKFORD

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Martha
and Jack Blackford of Des Moines, lowa, on
the very special occasion of their 60th wed-
ding anniversary. They celebrated their anni-
versary on April 16th, 2017.

Martha and Jack’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish,
and honor one another for many years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 60th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the
best in the years to come.

e —

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY SHER-
IFF’S DEPUTY JEFFERY DEAN
ASSISTS ROBBERY VICTIM

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding public service of San
Bernardino County Sheriff's Deputy Jeffery
Dean, who is assigned to the department’s
Victorville City Station. For the past three
years, Deputy Dean has served as a patrol
deputy, traffic division deputy, and is also a
certified Major Accident Investigation Team
(MAIT) deputy.

On May 14, 2017, Deputy Dean was on pa-
trol in Victorville, California when he made
contact with a young man from the State of
Washington who was working in the area as
a magazine salesman. Deputy Dean noticed
injuries to the man’s face and was told that
they were the result of a robbery in which the
victim’s wallet and cell phone were stolen.
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Realizing the man’s dire situation, Deputy
Dean took it upon himself to pay for the man
to stay in a hotel room, and he purchased a
bus ticket so the victim could return to his
family in Washington.

Every day, men and women in the law en-
forcement profession work tirelessly to make a
difference in our communities. However, often
times, their work goes unnoticed in the media
and press. | would like to take a moment to
highlight the great work of Deputy Dean and
the entire San Bernardino County Sheriff's De-
partment for their commitment to public serv-
ice.

HONORING CONSTANCE BLAND

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Constance Bland, who
is an Educator, a Leader and Public Servant.

Constance G. Bland, Ph.D. was appointed
Vice President of Academic Affairs (VPAA) at
Mississippi Valley State University (MVSU) in
the spring of 2014. As VPAA, she is respon-
sible for leadership, educational policy, aca-
demic programs, budgeting and resource allo-
cation; supervision of staff development pro-
grams, federal grant program administration;
monitoring of personnel actions and trans-
actions, and participation in academic per-
sonnel policy development and negotiation.
She is also responsible for relationships with
the wider educational and occupational com-
munity, particularly the public schools, as well
as additional responsibilities as assigned by
the President.

Before becoming VPAA, Dr. Bland was Pro-
fessor and Chair of the Department of Mathe-
matics, Computer and Information Sciences.
She developed computer science educational
curriculum related to database management
systems, software engineering and introduc-
tion to computer science. In an effort to impact
retention of computer science majors, she was
involved in a project to determine the impact
of introducing the concepts of object oriented
programming for first year computer science
students using a visual animation tool known
as Alice.

Dr. Bland also acquired significant external
funding for the department from sources in-
cluding the National Science Foundation
(NSF), the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), Eisenhower (state of
Mississippi), SUN Microsystems and mini-
grants from Jackson State University. Her last
external funds secured for the department in-
cluded an S-STEM scholarship grant and an
HBCU-UP implementation grant. A major
focus of the scholarship grants secured by Dr.
Bland involved initiatives to increase the num-
ber of computer science and mathematics ma-
jors at MVSU. Funds secured were used to in-
stitute tutorial services, provide student devel-
opment activities and support debt reduction
though scholarships to decease external em-
ployment of students seeking degrees. The
goal of the latest HBCU-UP grant is to encour-
age STEM graduates to pursue graduate edu-
cation.

Dr. Bland has devoted 23 years of service
to MVSU, and has demonstrated her passion
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and commitment to the University, faculty,
staff and students. Her involvement has been
extensive, yet she finds time and energy to
serve, work and lead, shouldering countless
burdens with good humor and grace. She is a
tower of strength and a strong force for pro-
gressive efficient public service. She always
shows patience and tolerance, qualities of an
experienced and committed leader. Dr. Bland
is a visionary leader who inspires staff, stu-
dents and the community. She is responsible
for developing MVSU'’s first Women in Science
and Technology Conference (WIST) designed
to encourage young gitls in grades 7th
through 12th to consider majoring in STEM
disciplines. The conference will celebrate its
20th anniversary in Spring 2016 and can
boast of numerous female students who have
gone on to become practicing women in
science and technology.

Dr. Bland holds an Associate’s degree in
Mathematics from Coahoma Junior College, a
Bachelor of Arts in mathematics, Bachelor of
Science in computer science, Master of
Science degree in computer science and a
Doctoral degree in computer engineering from
the University of Mississippi.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Constance Bland, an Educator,
a leader and Public Servant for her dedication
to serving others and giving back to the Afri-
can American community.

——

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION OF
THE WASHINGTON SPY TRAIL ON
LONG ISLAND AND THE SERVICE
OF THE CULPER SPY RING IN
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
alongside my colleague Mr. Suozzl to recog-
nize the dedication of Route 25A on Long Is-
land’s North Shore as the Washington Spy
Trail and to pay special tribute to the brave
men and women of the Culper Spy Ring, con-
sidered the first organized espionage ring in
the United States. We thank these dedicated
patriots for their loyalty and bravery. During
the American Revolution, Long Island’s North
Country Road (now State Route 25A) was the
road traveled by George Washington in 1790
to thank patriots for helping him win the Amer-
ican Revolution. It is also the road that Culper
Spy Austin Roe traveled to cross enemy lines
to pick up and deliver secret messages to
other brave men and women serving in the
Continental Army’s military intelligence and es-
pionage units in New York City. Today, a spe-
cial dedication ceremony will take place at the
Brewster House (built in 1665) in Setauket,
NY, where three historical markers will be un-
veiled across this route to commemorate the
unsung sacrifice of the Culper Spy Ring and
the critical role they played in our nation’s
struggle for independence.

The Culper Ring, also known as the
Setauket Spy Ring, was a group of operatives
whose purpose was to make General George
Washington aware of the movements of the
British in New York City and on Long Island.
The Long Island Culper Spy Ring was a band
of dedicated and brave patriots who served
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valiantly at a time when getting caught as a
spy could mean certain death by hanging or
rotting to death on a British prison ship. The
Culper Spy Ring’s strategic location on Long
Island’s North Shore, situated between patriot
New England and British occupied New York
City, had a tremendous impact on the out-
come of the war. The ring was of great military
importance and contributed to many of the de-
cisive victories of the Continental Army, includ-
ing those at Trenton, Saratoga, and Yorktown.
The critical intelligence gathered by the Culper
Spies also uncovered the betrayal of Benedict
Arnold and his treasonous plan to surrender
West Point to the British. The brave work of
the Culper Spies was also critical in thwarting
a planned British assault on newly arrived
French allied forces that landed at Rhode Is-
land in 1780 to help turn the tide of the war.

Mr. Speaker, many of these brave men and
women, through the nature of their clandestine
service to the American Revolution, never had
their names recorded in history. For the
names that we do know, | ask my colleagues
to honor their bravery and service, and | in-
clude their names in the RECORD.

Benjamin Tallmadge: (Code Name: John
Bolton.) He reported directly to General
George Washington, and was his director of
military intelligence. He created the patriot spy
ring operating out of New York City and head-
ed the Culper Ring out of the village of
Setauket on Long Island.

Robert Townsend: The Chief informant of
the Culper Spy Ring and Benjamin
Tallmadge’s right hand man. He posed as a
Tory merchant and befriended many British
soldiers in New York City to gather intel-
ligence. Because of his society connections,
he was widely known in British circles. He was
a resident of Oyster Bay, NY.

Austin Roe: He served as the messenger
for Robert Townsend. He owned a store and
tavern in Setauket and rode fifty-five miles
back and forth to New York City several times
per week through British held areas to deliver
and pick up coded messages written in invis-
ible ink.

Abraham Woodhull: (Code Name: Samuel
Culper Sr.) He was an intricate part of the cir-
cuitous way the ring shared critical intel-
ligence. Woodhull’s farm in Setauket was his
base of operation and it was there that he al-
lowed Austin Roe to pasture his cows so they
had a place to hide messages in a secret box.

Caleb Brewster: As a member of the ring,
he was the intermediary between Abraham
Woodhull’'s farm in Setauket and Major
Tallmadge’s headquarters in  Connecticut.
Brewster was a seafarer from Setauket and
used his whaleboats to cross the Long Island
Sound to Connecticut. He was also respon-
sible for capturing many British supply ships
that were carrying messages.

Anna Smith Strong: Setauket native Anna
Smith Strong’s assignment in the Culper Ring
was to signal Brewster's arrival to Abraham
Woodhull. She did this by hanging laundry on
her clothesline in pre-arranged configurations,
a system that fooled everyone by the wisdom
of its simplicity. If she hung up a black petti-
coat, it meant that Brewster was in town to
share critical intelligence.

These brave patriots will be recognized
today, May 18, 2017, at the dedication of the
Washington Spy Trail. Mr. Speaker, we should
be extremely grateful as both a people and a
nation to each and everyone of these individ-
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uals. To honor their memory, we must con-
tinue to uphold the values of the American
Revolution that these brave men and women
were willing to give up their lives and freedom
for: life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

INFRASTRUCTURE WEEK
HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join my colleagues in celebration of National
Infrastructure Week.

Here in Washington, meetings have brought
together planners and civil engineers, builders
and innovators, labor unions and developers—
all dedicated to modernizing our American in-
frastructure. And it does need modernizing.

In my home state of Rhode Island, for ex-
ample, one in four bridges is deficient, the
worst rate in the country. They are battered by
storms and suffering from aging concrete and
steel. Families and businesses alike suffer
from this infrastructure debt.

That's why this week | introduced the
“SAFE Bridges Act,” which will provide a re-
newed focus on the safety of bridges across
the country. It will create a discrete new way
to prioritize those bridges most in need.

Mr. Speaker, it is “Time to Build.” We need
to invest in bread-and-butter projects, high-
ways and transit that Americans depend on
every day.

———

IN HONOR OF REDWOOD CITY’S
SESQUICENTENNIAL

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the 150th birthday of one of the most beautiful
and vibrant cities in my Congressional District:
Redwood City.

Long before Redwood City was incor-
porated, the area was inhabited by the Ohlone
who lived by hunting, fishing and gathering.
The Ohlone had a rich culture and thrived on
both sides of the mountain range that divides
San Mateo County. Their villages dotted the
countryside and the residents traded regularly
with nearby tribes.

Spanish and Mexican explorers and settlers
came later, and with them came rapid and
substantial change. After the Mexican-Amer-
ican War, Spanish and Mexican land grants
were challenged. Such was the case for Dona
Arguello, who hired Simon Mezes to defend
her land title. His payment was the land that
now includes most of downtown Redwood
City. Rather than fighting the squatters, he laid
out the town and sold lots to them, naming his
town Mezesville.

Access to San Francisco Bay made Red-
wood City an ideal location for a port. The port
and the railway revolutionized shipping and
travel in the 1800s. Industries continued to de-
velop from oyster farming and canning to ce-
ment and salt production, to nurseries and
small manufacturing plants.

Redwood City was incorporated in 1867
with the purpose of raising funds to pave
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