
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E679 May 19, 2017 
which is a community of over 80 nonprofit or-
ganizations, faith groups, government officials, 
and agencies, local businesses, and local 
service organizations who join together each 
year to celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. In 2014, Rabbi Bycel 
was appointed by President Obama to the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
Council. He has been recognized for his work 
with the Humanitarian Award of the National 
Conference for Community and Justice 
(NCCJ). 

Rabbi Bycel is also an educational leader, 
sharing with the Congregation Beth Shalom 
his fifteen years of experience as the Dean of 
the Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of 
Religion in Los Angeles. There he also served 
as the Senior Academic and Administrative 
Officer of the campus and director of the rab-
binic school. He served as Assistant Professor 
of Leadership and Applied Theology and the 
Smither Visiting Professor of World Religions 
at the Claremont School of Theology. 

Mr. Speaker, Rabbi Bycel is a humanist an-
chored in Jewish values. He is an exceptional 
community leader, humanitarian, and husband 
in our community. Therefore, it is fitting and 
proper that we honor him here today and ex-
tend our best wishes for an enjoyable retire-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes Wednesday, May 17, 2017. I would like 
the record to show that, had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘Nay’’ on roll call votes 
259, 260, 261, and ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call vote 262. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF PEGGY 
DIETRICK 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Mrs. Peggy Dietrick, 
a beloved artist and entrepreneur from Laredo, 
Texas. 

Mrs. Dietrick was born on July 24th, 1924, 
to parents Adolph and Flavia (Branch) Dietrick 
in Salem, Illinois. Over the course of her ca-
reer, she traveled throughout the world to per-
form. Her career led her to Las Vegas, where 
she performed for several years before ulti-
mately moving to Texas. After moving to La-
redo in 1965, Dietrick established the Laredo 
Beauty College, which is still in operation 
today. 

An actress, musician and singer, Dietrick 
was unquestionably an instrumental force in 
the local theater community. She was involved 
in productions with the Laredo Little Theater, 
where she starred in many plays, performed 
with the Laredo Philharmonic Orchestra and 
was a patron of the Laredo Theater Guild 
International. Her dedication to the arts serves 
as a model that all should strive to emulate. 

Serving others was at the heart of all that 
Dietrick did throughout her life. Her commit-
ment to improving the lives of others, such as 
through helping people to find employment op-
portunities after graduating from the beauty 
college, exemplifies her passion for serving 
others. In addition, her commitment to the arts 
highlights her firm belief in the value of edu-
cation for the public. Without a doubt, her life 
clearly demonstrates what it means to be a 
charitable and caring person. 

Peggy is survived by her husband, John of 
St. Louis, Missouri; nephew, Michael Rhoads 
of San Antonio, Texas; niece, Deborah 
Dietrick; great-nephews, Christopher Holm 
(Ashley), Andrew Holm (Anne), Scott Holm 
(Susan) and Chad Rhoads; as well as many 
great-great nieces, nephews, other family 
members and countless friends. Both her fam-
ily and the community as a whole will remem-
ber Peggy for her unforgettable charm, utter 
kindness and commitment to service. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the life of Mrs. Peggy 
Dietrick. 
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HONORING CHARLES SELMON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a public servant, 
Charles Selmon. Mr. Selmon has shown what 
can be done through tenacity, dedication and 
a desire to serve Warren County. 

Mr. Selmon earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Social Work and a Master’s Degree in Coun-
seling Psychology from Mississippi College. 
He studied Economic Development at the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi. He furthered 
his studies in the Post Master’s Degree pro-
gram at Jackson State University. Mr. Selmon 
has received National Security Training from 
the U.S. Army War College located in Carlisle, 
PA. 

Mr. Selmon has served as a Psychology In-
structor at both Alcorn State University and 
Hinds Community College. Mr. Selmon was 
elected to the Warren County Board of Super-
visors position in 1996. He was elected to a 
fifth term with the Warren County Board of Su-
pervisors. While serving on the Board of Su-
pervisors Mr. Selmon has served as President 
and Vice-President. He has also served as 
President of the Mississippi Association of Su-
pervisors (MAS) and as President of the Mis-
sissippi Association of Supervisors Minority 
Caucus. Mr. Selmon was chosen to represent 
the State of Mississippi with the National As-
sociation of Counties regarding Human Serv-
ices. 

Mr. Selmon is a member of the Warren 
County Economic Development Committee, 
Back-To-School Committee (School Day Sup-
plies), Warren County Community Develop-
ment Committee (Senior Citizens Dinner), and 
serves on the Workforce Investment Board. 
He is the President of the Boys and Girls Club 
of Vicksburg which he established. 

Mr. Selmon was appointed Superintendent 
of Sunday School and selected to the Deacon 
Board of Travelers Rest Baptist Church. 

Mr. Selmon received the President Award 
for Distinguished Leadership in Government. 

Mr. Selmon is the father of twin daughters, 
Alyshia and Tericka Selmon. He is married to 
Fredia Selmon. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Supervisor Charles Selmon for 
his services to Warren County. 
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TRIBUTE TO EVELYN AND TED 
PIKE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Evelyn 
and Ted Pike of Des Moines, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 65th wedding 
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary 
on May 3rd, 2017. 

Evelyn and Ted’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 65th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 65th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them nothing but con-
tinued happiness. 
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INTRODUCTION OF STOP DECEP-
TIVE ADVERTISING FOR WOM-
EN’S HEALTHCARE SERVICES 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to reintroduce the 
Stop Deceptive Advertising for Women’s 
Healthcare Services Act to make sure that 
women receive honest information about fam-
ily planning services. 

Expecting mothers should never be misled 
about critical health information and services. 
Yet that is exactly what is happening today all 
across the country. Commonly called crisis 
pregnancy centers (CPCs), these centers 
often have an anti-choice agenda and delib-
erately misinform or mislead pregnant women 
seeking information about family planning 
services, including abortion. CPC’s mas-
querade as sources of unbiased pregnancy 
counseling or even abortion providers, yet 
they often have no medical professionals on 
staff. CPC’s use deceptive propaganda to dis-
suade women from considering comprehen-
sive birth control options or legal abortion. 
These fake reproductive health clinics entice 
women with unintended pregnancies through 
their doors under the pretense of providing the 
full range of reproductive options and services. 
Instead, they pedal scientifically unfounded in-
formation claiming that abortion leads to ad-
verse health outcomes or can affect chances 
of pregnancy in the future. CPCs should be 
held accountable if they deliberately mislead 
women who are seeking legitimate medical 
assistance and advice. 
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The Stop Deceptive Advertising for Wom-

en’s Healthcare Services Act directs the Fed-
eral Trade Commission to promulgate rules 
under the Federal Trade Commission Act, de-
claring it an unfair or deceptive act for an enti-
ty, such as a crisis pregnancy center, to ad-
vertise as a provider of abortion services if the 
entity does not provide abortion services. 

I thank my friend Rep. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
for leading this critical effort with me. During 
National Women’s Health Week, I hope you 
will join us in cosponsoring this legislation that 
demands that crisis pregnancy centers, some 
of which receive federal funds, are prohibited 
from making false advertising claims that in-
timidate and harm women who are looking for 
help and honest medical advice. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THERESE 
LEDOUX 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Therese Ledoux on the occa-
sion of her 100th birthday this month. 

Born on May 5, 1917 to George Ethier and 
Albina Chevalier, Mrs. Ledoux attended board-
ing school in Canada before leaving to work 
for her father’s insurance business in 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island. Starting in 1958 
she became the Town of Acushnet’s first kin-
dergarten teacher at the St. Francis Xavier El-
ementary School—where she remained for 
more than 30 years as a beloved kindergarten 
teacher. To this day, Mrs. Ledoux continues to 
volunteer each week at the school, where she 
is considered a local celebrity and is held in 
the highest esteem by staff, students, and the 
Acushnet community alike. 

Active both in mind and soul, Mrs. Ledoux’s 
hobbies include doing puzzles and knitting. 
Her knitting projects include blankets for newly 
baptized children at the St. Francis Xavier 
Church in Acushnet. Additionally, she has 
made it a tradition to bake meat pies for New 
Year’s Day—a practice she has passed onto 
to her daughters and grandchildren. 

Over the more than seventy years she has 
lived in Acushnet, Mrs. Ledoux has been hon-
ored for her outstanding services by being 
awarded the Marian Medal by the Fall River 
Diocese and being named the Acushnet 
Woman of the Year by the Standard Times 
newspaper. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Therese 
Ledoux on this joyous occasion. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in wishing her many more 
years of health and happiness surrounded by 
her children, grandchildren, great grand-
children, and great great grandchildren. 

f 

DISAPPEARED, JAILED, AND TOR-
TURED IN CHINA: WIVES PETI-
TION FOR THEIR HUSBANDS’ 
FREEDOM 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
lawyer Xie Yang was tortured for the better 

part of two years because he dared to rep-
resent China’s poor and persecuted. The ac-
count of his detention is both harrowing and 
horrible. 

Xie Yang was sleep deprived and kept in 
isolation. Squads of police punched and 
kicked him for hours at a time. He was forced 
to sit still for hours on a precarious stack of 
plastic chairs; his feet dangling painfully off the 
ground. Police made threats to his wife and 
children and said they would turn him into an 
‘‘invalid’’ unless he confessed to political 
crimes. 

Xie Yang and his fellow human rights law-
yers wanted the best for China, but they got 
the very worst. 

Since July 2015, almost 250 lawyers and 
legal assistants were detained sending a 
chilling message to those fighting for legal re-
forms and human rights. 

At yesterday’s hearing in the human rights 
subcommittee that I chair, we came together 
to shine a light on the brutal, illegal, and dehu-
manizing use of torture and forced disappear-
ance of human rights lawyers and rights advo-
cates in China. 

We shine a light on dictatorships because 
nothing good happens in the dark. And, as we 
learned yesterday, there are some very dark 
places in China. 

Chinese officials repeatedly tell me I should 
focus more on the positive aspects of China 
and not dwell so much on the negative. 

That is a difficult task when you read Xie 
Yang’s story, read Gao Zhisheng’s account of 
his torture, or read the accounts of Yu Jie or 
Golog Jigme or Yin Liping. 

It is a difficult task when you look at Li 
Chunfu and his brother Li Heping. 

These are some of China’s best and brav-
est—now with broken bodies, shattered minds 
and faces that have aged 20 years after two 
years of solitary confinement and torture. 

It is shocking, offensive, immoral, and inhu-
mane. It is also completely possible that Chi-
nese officials believe the international commu-
nity will not hold them accountable. 

While President Xi Jinping is feted at Davos 
and lauded in foreign capitals for his public 
commitment to openness, his government is 
torturing and abusing those seeking rights 
guaranteed by China’s own Constitution and 
its international obligations. 

One Oxford university scholar has said that 
Xi has built the ‘‘perfect dictatorship’’—an in-
creasingly repressive garrison state that 
avoids any international censure. 

Through the UN and the sanctions available 
in the Global Magnitsky Act, we should be 
seeking to hold accountable any Chinese offi-
cials complicit in torture and illegal detentions. 

Xie Yang identified at least 10 police officers 
who tortured him. We are in the process of 
gathering names and identifying information. I 
will then send those names to President 
Trump, Secretary of State Tillerson, UN Am-
bassador Nikki Haley, and the Chairs and 
ranking members of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee and the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

We will seek UN investigations into the tor-
ture of China’s human rights lawyers and 
human rights defenders because their treat-
ment in detention violates China’s obligations 
as signatory of the UN Torture Convention. 

We will also seek investigations under the 
Global Magnitsky Act. I introduced the House 
version of that bill, which was signed into law 
last year. 

That law says explicitly that any foreign gov-
ernment officials who engages in or is 
complicit in torture can be sanctioned—by de-
nying entry visas into the United State or by 
imposing financial sanctions. 

Those who tortured Xie Yang and Li Heping 
should never benefit from access to the United 
States or our financial system. 

We will hear testimony yesterday from the 
wives of detained human rights lawyers. We 
also heard from Ms. Li Ching-Yu, the wife of 
detained Taiwanese democracy advocate Lee 
Ming-che. 

After entering mainland China in March of 
this year for a personal trip, Mr. Lee went 
missing for 10 days before Chinese officials 
confirmed that he was being held on so-called 
‘‘national security’’ grounds. 

Many fear Mr. Lee is being detained under 
a harsh new Chinese law to monitor and con-
trol foreignfunded NGOs, enforced earlier this 
year as part of a crackdown on civil society. 
His detention fits the trend of the Chinese gov-
ernment targeting activists, dissidents, or even 
scholars based abroad. 

The Taiwan government is working behind 
the scenes to resolve Lee Ming-che’s case, 
though I am sure such efforts are hindered by 
Taiwan’s lack of international clout and its 
complicated diplomatic ties with Beijing. 

As I have said before, Taiwan is an impor-
tant democratic ally and a beacon of peace 
and democracy in Asia. The U.S. should re-
main committed to the Taiwan Relations Act 
and the ‘‘Six Assurances’’ as cornerstones of 
U.S.-Taiwan relations. 

Political issues between China and Taiwan 
should be resolved through appropriate mech-
anisms between the two sides. The Chinese 
government decision to detain Lee Ming-che 
signaled Chinese officials’ willingness to break 
its international human rights obligations for 
political gains, needlessly straining cross-strait 
relations. 

We welcomed Ms. Li Ching-Yu’s testimony 
yesterday in order to increase the level of 
international interest and attention to her hus-
band’s case. 

The Chinese government is facing a new 
and unexpected phenomenon—effective advo-
cacy campaigns waged by the wives of tor-
tured and detained rights advocates. I truly ad-
mire the brave women who are challenging 
the Chinese government to live up to its high-
est ideals. They are an inspiration. 

Through the testimony provided during yes-
terday’s hearing, we considered the almost 
two year effort by President Xi Jinping’s gov-
ernment to eviscerate China’s network of 
human rights lawyers and consider how the 
continued detention of Lee Ming-che has neg-
atively impacted cross-strait relations between 
Beijing and Taipei. 

f 

HONORING ASHLEY WILSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable young 
lady, Ms. Ashley Wilson of Crystal Springs, 
Mississippi. Ashley is a proud native of Crystal 
Springs, MS. She is a recent graduate of 
Jackson State University, where she obtained 
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