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Since its inception, the Healthy Start Initia-
tive has provided case management services
through a home visiting model to: (1) high-risk
pregnant women of childbearing age 10-44
years, (2) their infants; and (3) fathers/co-par-
ents.

Over the past 16 years, the program has
achieved several major accomplishments: The
Healthy Start Initiative has case managed over
900 mothers and infants just this past cal-
endar year (January 1, 2015 to December 31,
2015).

The Healthy Start Initiative has created the
Coahoma County Community Action Network
is responsible for opening the first Diaper
Bank in the state of Mississippi funded by
charitable donations and Northwest Mississippi
Foundation.

The Healthy Start Initiative serves as the
lead agency in partnership with the Mississippi
State Department of Health in the Mississippi
Delta Regional Fetal Infant Mortality Review
program.

The Healthy Start Initiative has created
Memorandums of Understandings (MOU) with
22 partnering schools in the Mississippi Delta
to provide peer support groups to pregnant/
parenting teens and co parents.

The Healthy Start Initiative has been fea-
tured in numerous publications and articles
(USA Today, Hechinger Report, Huffington
Post, Clarksdale Press Register, Tunica
Times, and WABG TV Interview) highlighting
the comprehensive services of the project.

The Healthy Start Initiative has partnered
with Parents for Public Schools to provide
trainings for project parents on advocacy skills
and educating and mobilizing parents to
strengthen public schools.

The Healthy Start Initiative promotes
breastfeeding in two (2) clinic sites by pro-
viding health education by project’'s Certified

Lactation Counselors (Women’s Clinic—
Clarksdale, MS and Gamble Clinic—Green-
ville, MS).

The Healthy Start Initiative hosts a Commu-
nity Baby Shower in partnership with local
hospitals, Federally Qualified Community
Health Centers (FQHC), other health care pro-
viders and key stakeholders each year in Sep-
tember to promote awareness of infant mor-
tality during National Infant Mortality Aware-
ness Month.

The Healthy Start Initiative has implemented
a male outreach initiative to address parenting
issues among male co-parents and hosts an
Annual 5k Walk in June to promote Men’s
Health Awareness.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing The Tougaloo College Delta
HealthPartners Healthy Start Initiative for its
continued efforts to reduce infant mortality in
the Mississippi Delta.

TRIBUTE TO LYNN UBBEN
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Perry Community Schools
Superintendent Lynn Ubben upon her retire-
ment at the end of the 2016-2017 school
year.

Lynn has been in education for 41 years,
starting as a Special Education Teacher at
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Fredericksburg Community School in 1976.
Lynn taught as she continued her own edu-
cation, She completed her Masters of Arts in
Elementary Special Education at Northwest
Missouri State University in 1998 and later her
Certificate of Advanced Studies in Education
Administration and her Principal Endorsement
at lowa State University. After serving as a
principal and a superintendent at other lowa
schools, Lynn came to Perry to serve as Su-
perintendent in 2009 when she saw just how
much the school board cared about the kids.
And to Lynn, that is what it is about—the kids.
She strives to build those close-knit relation-
ships with her students, whether it's in the
hallways of the school, or cheering from the
stands at a sporting event or other extra-
curricular activity. While she may be retiring
and spending more time with her family, there
is no doubt that Lynn will still be there cheer-
ing on “her kids.”

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Lynn for her 41
years as an educator, and | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating her on a
successful career and in wishing her nothing
but the best in her retirement.

———

RECOGNITION OF FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH (CENTRALIA)

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, historic First
Baptist Church (Centralia)—originally known
as Salem African Baptist—was established in
1867, in Centralia, Virginia by freedmen from
Salem Baptist Church. The mother Church is
located two miles west of this site—on a hill
by the railroad near the intersection of
Centralia and Chester Roads.

Members of the first Board of Trustees—
Daniel Wilkerson, Wilson Lewis, Lemuel
Dodson, James White, and Emanuel John-
son—received the deed of trust for this plot of
land from Mr. & Mrs. P. A. Chalkley of Salem
Baptist. Mr. Ben Duval, also from Salem Bap-
tist, donated lumber for the Church. Prior to
the erection of the first modest sanctuary in
1867, the first worship services were held in a
brush arbor at this sacred site.

Between 1867 and 1949, the Church pros-
pered under the leadership of eleven pastors
including Reverend Lewis Branch who was the
first, Reverends Ned Bland; Eli Saunders; J.
E. Brown; T. H. Johnson (1897 to 1906); Wil-
liam Thomas (1906 to 1915); H. M. Chapman
(1915 to 1919); J. H. Binford (1919 to 1929);
C. A. Cobbs (1929 to 1931); C. J. Washington
(1932 to 1934); and W. B. Ball (1934 to 1949).

In the early 1900’s during the pastorates of
Reverend T.H. Johnson and J.H. Binford, the
second edifice was erected and renovated into
the edifice of historic and architectural signifi-
cance for which it is renowned: Historic First
Baptist (Centralia).

Per O’Dell (1983; pp. 346 and 356), “An-
other church departing somewhat from the
standard plan is . . . First Baptist Church of
Centralia, erected by a black congregation in
the 1910s.” Known for its twin towers, and ar-
chitectural elements that included Gothic Re-
vival, Colonial Revival, and Shingle styles, the
edifice was according to O’Dell, “larger than
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any in the county at the time . . .” Also, the
exterior decoration was reported to be “more
elaborate than that on most rural churches of
the period.”

Needing more space for a growing disciple-
ship, in 1963 under the leadership of Dr. Sam-
uel Moss Carter, the twelfth pastor who served
for forty years (1950 to 1990), First Baptist
(Centralia) moved to its current edifice at 2920
Kingsdale Road—two miles northeast of the
historic site at 4412 Centralia Road, Chester,
VA.

On April 16, 1996, Historic First Baptist
Church (Centralia) was razed by arson. Led
by Divine intervention and forgiveness of the
arsonists, the current and thirteenth pastor—
Dr. Wilson E.B. Shannon (who was installed in
1991) and the congregation that included pro-
fessionals with architectural drafting, brick ma-
sonry, plastering, and contracting—recon-
structed Historic First Baptist (Centralia) to au-
thentic specifications within one year (1997) of
her being destroyed.

In July 2012, following an historic exposé
designed for the Chesterfield Historical Society
of Virginia (CHSVA), First Baptist Church
(Centralia): Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow
(at which time, CHSVA recognized her historic
and architectural significance), the Church was
invited to apply for Chesterfield Historic Land-
mark status.

Designated as a Chesterfield County (VA)
Historic Landmark in June 2014, the Church
was also granted one of the highly coveted
Virginia Historical Highway Markers by the Vir-
ginia Department of Historic Resources in De-
cember 2014. The marker was installed in No-
vember 2015 at a grand ceremony marking
this epic achievement. While First Baptist
(Centralia) is the third church in Chesterfield to
earn distinction as an historic landmark, First
Baptist (Centralia) is the first African American
Church in Chesterfield to earn this distinction.

To further address family-life ministry and
community needs, the shared vision of disci-
ples and Dr. Shannon and First Lady Cynthia
Smith Shannon—who just celebrated their
26th anniversary at First Baptist—includes ex-
pansion of the Samuel Moss Carter Family
Life Center to a 45,000 square ft. edifice en-
compassing banquet facilities for 750 occu-
pants, an indoor Olympic sized swimming
pool, and other amenities supportive of family
life ministry.

First Baptist Church (Centralia) has been
blessed over the last 150 years to have been
a spiritual beacon for her members, the
Church community and beyond—supporting
them through the challenges of independence,
the Great Depression, societal changes, phys-
ical growth, world wars, arson, and familial
joys and sorrows. She welcomes the next 150
years—Magnifying God’s Word, Blessing His
Name, and Aspiring to Exalt His Kingdom on
Earth.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
JOSEPH RAY PERRY

HON. KENNY MARCHANT
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 18, 2017
Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today

to honor the extraordinary life and memory of
Joseph Ray Perry, a beloved Texan, World
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War Il veteran, and father of Secretary of En-
ergy Rick Perry. Ray passed away on April
27, 2017, at the age of 92.

Ray was a man of faith and country. In
1943, he enlisted in the U.S. Army, and over
the next two years flew 35 combat missions
as a tail gunner for the B17 bomber, Heavy
Date. He was the last surviving member of the
plane’s crew. By the time he left the service in
1945, Ray had earned numerous awards, in-
cluding the Air Medal, World War Il Victory
badge, Sharpshooters badge, and the Aerial
Gunnery badge. Mr. Perry was part of the
greatest generation who answered the call of
duty and defended our flag during a time of
considerable need. The legacy of the greatest
generation will stand the test of time as it
helped shape the freedoms we enjoy today.
He was a west Texas farmer at heart and the
Lone Star State was lucky to have him.

After the war, Ray moved back to Texas
and operated a farm near rural Paint Creek, a
small town just north of Abilene. He was an
active member of his community, a loving hus-
band, a dedicated father, grandfather and
great-grandfather. Ray was a quiet but influen-
tial man and a strong moral compass for all
that knew him. He was elected Haskell County
Precinct 3 commissioner in 1968, a position
he held for nearly three decades. Mr. Perry
also served on the Paint Creek school board
for 10 years and on the West Texas Council
of Governments for 6 years, during which time
he helped organize the Paint Creek Water
Supply Corp.

While we mourn the loss of Ray, we are
grateful for his example of a life well lived,
guided by the values of family and service.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr.
Joseph Ray Perry. | ask all my distinguished
colleagues to join me in celebrating the life of
Ray and in sending their thoughts and prayers
to the Perry family.

TRIBUTE TO C.L. TRAMMELL

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
Mr. C.L. Trammell was a high school teacher
and coach in my hometown of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee for over 30 years.

When he was a boy, he always wanted to
make it big as a baseball player, but had a dif-
ferent destiny instead.

He became the father of Bubba Trammell, a
star Major League Baseball player for several
major league teams.

Mr. C.L. Trammell is retired from teaching
now, but is still very active.

Among his hobbies is the writing of poetry.
One day he shared with me a poem he wrote
about America’s Pastime that | thoroughly en-
joyed.

| include in the RECORD this poem Mr.
Trammell wrote that is his personal favorite
among his collection.

FORGOTTEN DREAMS: BY C.L. TRAMMELL
The wooden stands beside the fence
Are deathly quiet today
There’s no one out there on the field
Where team mates used to play
The barren spot in the center field
Has all grown up in grass
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And no one’s down the third base line
Where players used to pass

The neighborhood where we were young
So sacred to us then

Forgotten now and growing old
Deserted by her friends

And flashing thoughts upon my mind
Of happenings long gone

Of growing up and learning there
Beliefs of right and wrong

The things we did within our youth
Important yesterday

Have somehow died or disappeared
Somewhere along the way

And funny how the time does fly

To me at least it seems

Buy years somehow just pass on by
When you forget your dreams

——————

TRIBUTE TO BRAD BAKER
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Brad
Baker of Creston, lowa, for being inducted into
the lowa High School Athletic Association Offi-
cials Hall of Fame.

This award was presented to Brad by the
lowa High School Athletic Association on
March 10th, during the Boy’s State Basketball
Tournament. Brad started officiating in the late
1980s after taking a class at Southwestern
Community College. Since then, he has been
active as a basketball and football official.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Brad em-
bodies the lowa spirit and | am honored to
represent him, and lowans like him, in the
United States Congress. | ask that all of my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Brad for
his achievement and in wishing him nothing
but continued success.

————

HONORING YALE CANTOR’S
LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor Mr. Yale Cantor from Ellington, Con-
necticut for his lifetime of public service, and
| enthusiastically endorse his enshrinement on
the Ellington Wall of Honor.

Yale has been on Ellington’s Democratic
Town Committee for over 60 years, and has
served as a mentor to generations of residents
who have sought to become involved in local
government. His decorated career includes
more than a decade as Democratic Town
Chairman, being named a Justice of the
Peace, a year on the Board of Selectmen,
membership and chairmanship of the Human
Service Commission, and more than 20 years
on the Hockanum Valley Community Council,
where he also served as president. In the
town of Ellington, Yale is always ready to get
involved in improving the community, and he
created a large local footprint and legacy due
to his efforts. Yale also had a long record of
service as a teacher, and improving quality
and access of education at all levels is one of
his abiding passions.
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During his years of service, Yale had a
major personal hand in launching the cam-
paigns of many distinguished public officials
from the state of Connecticut, including my
predecessor Sam Gejdenson, who served 20
years in the U.S. House of Representatives. |
too can attest to Yale’s political legacy. When
| began my political career as a candidate for
state representative in the town of Vernon in
1986, Yale was right there to give me wise
counsel and support. In every campaign since
for the General Assembly, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and U.S. Congress, Yale has always
been there, loyally supporting my efforts. He is
a true blue friend and a passionate advocate
for democracy, fairness and civility. Those
qualities are exactly what our nation needs
today.

| would ask the chamber to please join me
in congratulating Yale and his family for all
they have done in Ellington, Connecticut and
the nation over the years.

———

RECOGNIZING COMMUNITY ACTION
MONTH AND THE SARATOGA
COUNTY ECONOMIC OPPOR-
TUNITY COUNCIL

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Saratoga County Economic Oppor-
tunity Council as they participate in Commu-
nity Action Month.

With the passage of the Economic Oppor-
tunity Act in 1964, Congress made way for the
establishment of Community Action Agencies.
These groups are typically comprised of local
business and community leaders, who work as
part of a statewide network to provide essen-
tial services for the impoverished in their com-
munities.

For over 40 years, the Saratoga Economic
Opportunity Council has been working as the
designated Community Action Agency for their
region. This organization works to help their
neighbors by supporting a variety of initiatives,
including Head Start and the Community
Lunch Program. Through these efforts, the
Saratoga EOC has helped to improve thou-
sands of lives, making their community a bet-
ter place for everyone in the process.

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, |
would like to recognize the Saratoga Eco-
nomic Opportunity Council for their legacy of
public service. We are proud of their dedica-
tion to helping the Saratoga community, and
thank them for their tireless efforts.

———

HONORING THE GOOD NEIGHBOR
HEALTH CLINIC

HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, | wish to honor
the good work of over twenty-five years of the
Good Neighbor Health Clinic in White River
Junction. Our community faces the challenge
of providing healthcare to folks who don’t have
it. The Good Neighbor Health Clinic was
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