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United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating him on a successful ca-
reer and in wishing him nothing but the best
in his retirement.

COMMEMORATING PHYLLIS
SCHLAFLY AND HER WORK ON
BEHALF OF INVENTORS AND
THE U.S. PATENT SYSTEM

HON. DAVE BRAT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to commemo-
rate an outstanding conservative leader with
whom | had the privilege of working with and
learning from over my political career: Phyllis
Schlafly. Her efforts advocating for America’s
inventors and the patent system that protects
their inventions will be highlighted at an up-
coming event of the Eagle Forum Education &
Legal Defense Fund entitled “Phyllis Schlafly:
Celebrating an Untiring Advocate of Inventors
and the Economic Freedom to Invent.” There-
fore, | wish to add a word commemorating the
contribution of this bold patriot who was an in-
dispensable force to our great nation’s suc-
cess.

America has long been a haven for innova-
tions in the marketplace. Through the years,
American inventors have looked to Article I,
Section 8 of our U.S. Constitution and its
power vested in Congress to protect creators’
“exclusive Right to their respective Writings
and Discoveries.” As a result, America has
held the distinction of being a global leader in
cutting-edge innovations and novel inventions.

Phyllis Schlafly recognized this vital part of
our free enterprise system and was a strong
voice on behalf of American inventors. She
was quick to praise the American patent sys-
tem, which was unique when the Founding
Fathers put it into the U.S. Constitution and is
still unique today. She decried other nations
that advance themselves by stealing American
designs while clutching to inferior patent sys-
tems that punish inventors and stymie
progress.

Phyllis Schlafly understood that the superi-
ority of American ingenuity is not a matter of
happenstance, but the product of a bold and
inspired precedent set by our Founding Fa-
thers and enshrined in our Constitution. Only
through patent protection, the right to private
property, and the free market can America
motivate inventors to stretch the boundaries of
what is possible and create the products that
increase productivity, save time, and save
lives every day. From the traffic light and GPS
navigation, to the microwave oven and the
Internet, every American has benefitted from
our unigue patent system.

For more than seventy vyears, Phyllis
Schlafly was a tireless advocate for our patent
system. | am proud to honor her and the many
inventors she fought to protect.
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IN RECOGNITION OF SARA
ABLARD

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to use this time to recognize an out-
standing constituent in Virginia’s 10th District,
Sara Ablard, who has had an incredible im-
pact on increasing awareness for children with
cleft palates and cleft lips. Working closely
with the Smile Train, an organization that
helps cover the $250 surgery for infants with
the birth defect known as cleft lip or cleft pal-
ate, Ms. Ablard founded the Sadie’s Smile
Foundation in honor of her daughter Sadie
who passed away six years ago during a roller
skating accident.

Ms. Ablard always remembers Sadie’s
beautiful smile and her compassion for other
children. One day while walking through Dul-
les Town Center, Sadie saw a poster of a boy
with a cleft palate and was intrigued and curi-
ous as to how she might be able to help him
and others. That Christmas, Sadie and Ms.
Ablard asked for donations instead of pre-
sents, and they were able to raise $500, which
fully funded two surgeries for infants with cleft
palates and lips.

Sadie truly wanted to give others the
chance to smile, as she once did so brightly
and proudly, and when she passed away, Ms.
Ablard made it her life goal to preserve
Sadie’s legacy through helping others. She
started the Sadie’s Smile Foundation, which,
this year, is hosting its 6th Annual 5K & Kids
Fun Run for Smile Train, with the goal of rais-
ing $478,250, signifying $250 for each day her
daughter was alive and smiling. The 5K and
Fun Run not only increase awareness and
raise money for the Smile Train organization,
but the event also helps us all remember
Sadie and bring the community together.

Mr. Speaker, | now ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing Sara Ablard’s heroic ac-
tions and the memory of her beloved daugh-
ter, Sadie. Individuals, like Sara, who over-
come terrible tragedies in their own lives and
go on to help others, truly make me proud to
serve Virginia’'s 10th District, and today, we
honor and celebrate her contributions to our
community and to those less fortunate. | wish
Sara all the best in her future endeavors.

————

RECOGNIZING SPECIALIST JAMES
STEVENS’ SERVICE

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, | would
like to honor Specialist James Stevens as he
selflessly defended our nation.

A native of Knoxville, lowa, Specialist Ste-
vens grew up playing with “Gl Joe” action fig-
ures and watching war movies, dreaming that
one day he too would become a soldier. In
2010, James enlisted in the U.S. Army and
then graduated from Infantry School at Fort
Benning, Georgia, achieving his childhood
dream. During his time at Infantry School,
James learned how to defend this nation and
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the importance of brotherhood. Two years
later, Specialist Stevens deployed to Afghani-
stan where he was stationed at Combat Out-
post Zerok. In support of Operation Enduring
Freedom, Specialist Stevens and his infantry
unit were responsible for guard duty and com-
bat patrols. Stevens’ valor and leadership led
him to serve as a decorated hero receiving the
Afghanistan Campaign medal with Campaign
Star, Army Commendation Medal, NATO
Medal, and the Combat Infantryman’ s badge.

Currently a veteran, Stevens continues to
serve members of his community in East Peo-
ria, lllinois. As a proud father, he raises his
two girls, Kirstin and Madison, and teaches his
daughters the same lessons learned while
serving aside his Army brothers at Fort Riley:
loyalty, duty, respect, and honor. In addition,
Stevens volunteers with the Habitat for Hu-
manity Greater Peoria Area where commu-
nities come together to build homes for vet-
erans and military families.

Specialist James Stevens is an American
hero, who has dutifully served his nation and
continues to proudly serve his family and com-
munity. Thanks to Specialist Stevens for his
service and sacrifice. This country is blessed
to have servicemen, like James Stevens, who
selflessly devoted their careers to protecting
this country. We owe him a debt that can
never be repaid.

———

HONORING THE TOUGALOO COL-
LEGE/DELTA HEALTHPARTNERS
HEALTHY START INITIATIVE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
health program designed to reduce infant mor-
tality in the Mississippi Delta, the Tougaloo
College/Delta HealthPartners Healthy Start Ini-
tiative.

This initiative is one of the 100 Healthy Start
Initiatives throughout the nation working end-
lessly to give every child a healthy start in life.
The Delta HealthPartners’ Healthy Start pro-
gram is housed under the auspices of
Tougaloo College within the George A. and
Ruth B. Owens Health and Wellness Center,
under the direction of Dr. Sandra Carr Hayes,
the executive director. The program serves a
rural population in a seven county area in the
Mississippi Delta (Tunica, Coahoma, Quitman,
Tallahatchie, Sunflower, Bolivar, and Wash-
ington counties). These counties are among
the poorest and most medically underserved
in Mississippi and the nation.

The Healthy Start Initiative was imple-
mented in 1999 with funding from the Health
Resources and Services Administration under
the leadership of Dr. Beverly W. Hogan, who
now serves as President of Tougaloo College.
Today, Ms. Arletha Howard serves as the
project director. Ms. Howard is a registered
nurse with over 28 years of experience in on-
cology, burn trauma, intensive care unit, pedi-
atrics, home health, maternal and child health.
She has worked with the Healthy Start Initia-
tive for 16 years. In 2014, under Mrs. How-
ard’s leadership, the Healthy Start Initiative
was upgraded from a Level | individual based
program to a Level II community based pro-
gram.
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Since its inception, the Healthy Start Initia-
tive has provided case management services
through a home visiting model to: (1) high-risk
pregnant women of childbearing age 10-44
years, (2) their infants; and (3) fathers/co-par-
ents.

Over the past 16 years, the program has
achieved several major accomplishments: The
Healthy Start Initiative has case managed over
900 mothers and infants just this past cal-
endar year (January 1, 2015 to December 31,
2015).

The Healthy Start Initiative has created the
Coahoma County Community Action Network
is responsible for opening the first Diaper
Bank in the state of Mississippi funded by
charitable donations and Northwest Mississippi
Foundation.

The Healthy Start Initiative serves as the
lead agency in partnership with the Mississippi
State Department of Health in the Mississippi
Delta Regional Fetal Infant Mortality Review
program.

The Healthy Start Initiative has created
Memorandums of Understandings (MOU) with
22 partnering schools in the Mississippi Delta
to provide peer support groups to pregnant/
parenting teens and co parents.

The Healthy Start Initiative has been fea-
tured in numerous publications and articles
(USA Today, Hechinger Report, Huffington
Post, Clarksdale Press Register, Tunica
Times, and WABG TV Interview) highlighting
the comprehensive services of the project.

The Healthy Start Initiative has partnered
with Parents for Public Schools to provide
trainings for project parents on advocacy skills
and educating and mobilizing parents to
strengthen public schools.

The Healthy Start Initiative promotes
breastfeeding in two (2) clinic sites by pro-
viding health education by project’'s Certified

Lactation Counselors (Women’s Clinic—
Clarksdale, MS and Gamble Clinic—Green-
ville, MS).

The Healthy Start Initiative hosts a Commu-
nity Baby Shower in partnership with local
hospitals, Federally Qualified Community
Health Centers (FQHC), other health care pro-
viders and key stakeholders each year in Sep-
tember to promote awareness of infant mor-
tality during National Infant Mortality Aware-
ness Month.

The Healthy Start Initiative has implemented
a male outreach initiative to address parenting
issues among male co-parents and hosts an
Annual 5k Walk in June to promote Men’s
Health Awareness.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing The Tougaloo College Delta
HealthPartners Healthy Start Initiative for its
continued efforts to reduce infant mortality in
the Mississippi Delta.

TRIBUTE TO LYNN UBBEN
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Perry Community Schools
Superintendent Lynn Ubben upon her retire-
ment at the end of the 2016-2017 school
year.

Lynn has been in education for 41 years,
starting as a Special Education Teacher at
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Fredericksburg Community School in 1976.
Lynn taught as she continued her own edu-
cation, She completed her Masters of Arts in
Elementary Special Education at Northwest
Missouri State University in 1998 and later her
Certificate of Advanced Studies in Education
Administration and her Principal Endorsement
at lowa State University. After serving as a
principal and a superintendent at other lowa
schools, Lynn came to Perry to serve as Su-
perintendent in 2009 when she saw just how
much the school board cared about the kids.
And to Lynn, that is what it is about—the kids.
She strives to build those close-knit relation-
ships with her students, whether it's in the
hallways of the school, or cheering from the
stands at a sporting event or other extra-
curricular activity. While she may be retiring
and spending more time with her family, there
is no doubt that Lynn will still be there cheer-
ing on “her kids.”

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Lynn for her 41
years as an educator, and | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating her on a
successful career and in wishing her nothing
but the best in her retirement.

———

RECOGNITION OF FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH (CENTRALIA)

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2017

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, historic First
Baptist Church (Centralia)—originally known
as Salem African Baptist—was established in
1867, in Centralia, Virginia by freedmen from
Salem Baptist Church. The mother Church is
located two miles west of this site—on a hill
by the railroad near the intersection of
Centralia and Chester Roads.

Members of the first Board of Trustees—
Daniel Wilkerson, Wilson Lewis, Lemuel
Dodson, James White, and Emanuel John-
son—received the deed of trust for this plot of
land from Mr. & Mrs. P. A. Chalkley of Salem
Baptist. Mr. Ben Duval, also from Salem Bap-
tist, donated lumber for the Church. Prior to
the erection of the first modest sanctuary in
1867, the first worship services were held in a
brush arbor at this sacred site.

Between 1867 and 1949, the Church pros-
pered under the leadership of eleven pastors
including Reverend Lewis Branch who was the
first, Reverends Ned Bland; Eli Saunders; J.
E. Brown; T. H. Johnson (1897 to 1906); Wil-
liam Thomas (1906 to 1915); H. M. Chapman
(1915 to 1919); J. H. Binford (1919 to 1929);
C. A. Cobbs (1929 to 1931); C. J. Washington
(1932 to 1934); and W. B. Ball (1934 to 1949).

In the early 1900’s during the pastorates of
Reverend T.H. Johnson and J.H. Binford, the
second edifice was erected and renovated into
the edifice of historic and architectural signifi-
cance for which it is renowned: Historic First
Baptist (Centralia).

Per O’Dell (1983; pp. 346 and 356), “An-
other church departing somewhat from the
standard plan is . . . First Baptist Church of
Centralia, erected by a black congregation in
the 1910s.” Known for its twin towers, and ar-
chitectural elements that included Gothic Re-
vival, Colonial Revival, and Shingle styles, the
edifice was according to O’Dell, “larger than
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any in the county at the time . . .” Also, the
exterior decoration was reported to be “more
elaborate than that on most rural churches of
the period.”

Needing more space for a growing disciple-
ship, in 1963 under the leadership of Dr. Sam-
uel Moss Carter, the twelfth pastor who served
for forty years (1950 to 1990), First Baptist
(Centralia) moved to its current edifice at 2920
Kingsdale Road—two miles northeast of the
historic site at 4412 Centralia Road, Chester,
VA.

On April 16, 1996, Historic First Baptist
Church (Centralia) was razed by arson. Led
by Divine intervention and forgiveness of the
arsonists, the current and thirteenth pastor—
Dr. Wilson E.B. Shannon (who was installed in
1991) and the congregation that included pro-
fessionals with architectural drafting, brick ma-
sonry, plastering, and contracting—recon-
structed Historic First Baptist (Centralia) to au-
thentic specifications within one year (1997) of
her being destroyed.

In July 2012, following an historic exposé
designed for the Chesterfield Historical Society
of Virginia (CHSVA), First Baptist Church
(Centralia): Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow
(at which time, CHSVA recognized her historic
and architectural significance), the Church was
invited to apply for Chesterfield Historic Land-
mark status.

Designated as a Chesterfield County (VA)
Historic Landmark in June 2014, the Church
was also granted one of the highly coveted
Virginia Historical Highway Markers by the Vir-
ginia Department of Historic Resources in De-
cember 2014. The marker was installed in No-
vember 2015 at a grand ceremony marking
this epic achievement. While First Baptist
(Centralia) is the third church in Chesterfield to
earn distinction as an historic landmark, First
Baptist (Centralia) is the first African American
Church in Chesterfield to earn this distinction.

To further address family-life ministry and
community needs, the shared vision of disci-
ples and Dr. Shannon and First Lady Cynthia
Smith Shannon—who just celebrated their
26th anniversary at First Baptist—includes ex-
pansion of the Samuel Moss Carter Family
Life Center to a 45,000 square ft. edifice en-
compassing banquet facilities for 750 occu-
pants, an indoor Olympic sized swimming
pool, and other amenities supportive of family
life ministry.

First Baptist Church (Centralia) has been
blessed over the last 150 years to have been
a spiritual beacon for her members, the
Church community and beyond—supporting
them through the challenges of independence,
the Great Depression, societal changes, phys-
ical growth, world wars, arson, and familial
joys and sorrows. She welcomes the next 150
years—Magnifying God’s Word, Blessing His
Name, and Aspiring to Exalt His Kingdom on
Earth.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
JOSEPH RAY PERRY

HON. KENNY MARCHANT
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 18, 2017
Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today

to honor the extraordinary life and memory of
Joseph Ray Perry, a beloved Texan, World
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