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Brealand Pendleton. Brealand Pendleton is 
the daughter of Mr. Christopher and Aubrey 
Pendleton of Terry, MS. She is one of four 
siblings: Chris, Braydon and Aubrey Pen-
dleton. Currently, Brealand is a Senior of Terry 
High School where she will be graduating 6th 
out of a class of 320. 

Brealand Pendleton is a very outgoing 
young lady that has served in several capac-
ities in her school. Brealand has been a mem-
ber of the Band, Flag Team (Senior Captain), 
Tennis Team (Senior Captain), Beta Club 
(Senior Secretary), National Honor Society 
(Junior Treasury, Senior Vice-President), Inter-
act Club (Senior Secretary) and the National 
Society of High School Scholars. Brealand has 
over 40 hours of community service which var-
ies from local school participation, helping at 
the Food Network, serving at Stewpot, working 
with the school blood drive, contributor to the 
Angel Tree and other various community 
projects. 

Brealand will continue her education at Xa-
vier University in Louisiana, where she will 
major in Biochemistry. Brealand is a shining 
example for Terry High School and her com-
munity as she works to make it a better place. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing a remarkable student, leader 
and community volunteer, Ms. Brealand Pen-
dleton, for her hard work and dedication at 
Terry High School and throughout the commu-
nities of Mississippi. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DAY OF REMEM-
BRANCE 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 75th anniversary of the evacuation 
and incarceration of Japanese-Americans dur-
ing World War II, recognized today as the Day 
of Remembrance. Thousands of Japanese- 
Americans gather on this day to mark the sol-
emn occasion of one of the darkest moments 
of American history. 

On February 19, 1942 President Franklin 
Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, fol-
lowing the attack on Pearl Harbor. The order 
allowed for forced removal and internment of 
anyone of Japanese descent, many of whom 
were American citizens and legal permanent 
residents. A total of 120,000 Japanese-Ameri-
cans were imprisoned between 1942 and 
1946. All those held were never charged with 
any crime, their only ‘‘crime’’ having been their 
cultural heritage. Innocent families were force-
fully stripped of their home, jobs and liveli-
hoods. Families were given ten days to dis-
pose of their property and possessions, only 
allowed to bring what they were able to carry. 

My district included two of the sixteen tem-
porary detention centers, located at the Fres-
no and Merced Fairgrounds Most of the 5,344 
held at the Fresno ‘‘Assembly’’ Detention Cen-
ter were there for six months before being 
transferred to concentration camps in Arkan-
sas. Over 4,600 people were held in the 
Merced ‘‘Assembly’’ Center during the spring 
and summer of 1942, before eventually being 
taken by train to a concentration camp in Col-
orado. 

Achieving peace today requires recognizing 
the dark parts of our history and honoring the 
memory of those who were affected. Through 
the hard work of community members, today 
both the Fresno Fairgrounds and Merced Fair-
grounds are home to memorials dedicated to 
the victims. Both sites feature plaques with the 
names of those who were imprisoned and sto-
ries depicting their harrowing experiences. In 
Fresno, the Fresno County Historical Museum 
features a permanent display entitled ‘‘Japa-
nese in the San Joaquin Valley’’, highlighting 
those who have made significant contributions 
to our Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives join me in recog-
nizing the 75th anniversary of the evacuation 
and incarceration of thousands of innocent 
Japanese-Americans. It is both fitting and ap-
propriate that we mark this solemn day and 
pay tribute to the thousands of Japanese- 
Americans that were imprisoned and their 
families, who today are staples not only in my 
district, but across the United States. 
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MAJOR GENERAL WILMOT 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Major General David Wilmot on his 
retirement from the United States Army, and 
to thank him for his dedicated service to the 
United States of America. 

During Major General Wilmot’s many years 
of service in the Army, including his most re-
cent assignment as the Deputy Surgeon Gen-
eral for the Army National Guard, Assistant 
Surgeon General for Quality and Safety, and 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Quality and Safety, Of-
fice of the Surgeon General of the Army, he 
has proved a top leader in medical readiness, 
shaping readiness, health care, and personnel 
issues for the Army National Guard. 

In our current time of needed growth and 
development of the United States Armed 
Forces, medical readiness and personal is 
more necessary than ever, to ensure our 
warfighters are properly equipped for the job 
our country sends them to do. Major General 
Wilmot’s experience has truly been a service 
to this country, and those who fight for its free-
dom. 

Congratulations to Major General Wilmot on 
his retirement. 
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HONORING JOHN EVANS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mr. John Evans upon the 
occasion of being awarded General Manager 
of the Year for a large property by the Amer-
ican Hotel and Lodging Association (AHLA). 
Mr. Evans is the general manager of the 
Silverado Resort in Napa, California. 

Mr. Evans was raised in Marysville, Wash-
ington, where his first job was working as a 
paperboy with two routes. He earned his 

Bachelor of Applied Science in Organizational 
Management from Friends University, after 
which he got his first start in the hospitality 
business at the age of twenty-four when his 
mentor, Jerry Smith, guided him in managing 
a small lodge. Before accepting his current po-
sition at the Silverado Resort in 2010, Mr. 
Evans worked as the interim general manager 
of the historic Seaview Hotel near Atlantic 
City, New Jersey and as the general manager 
of the Ritz-Carlton Resort in Half Moon Bay, 
California. 

The AHLA awards their Stars of the Industry 
Awards to individuals who perform at the high-
est level of excellence, demonstrating superior 
leadership, dedication, and a passion for serv-
ice. Mr. Evans exemplifies all of these traits. 
He successfully led his team through and out 
of the recent recession. Mr. Evans lists family 
values, integrity, and generosity as character-
istics of leaders he strives to emulate. With 
over thirty-two years of experience leading 
teams and managing hospitality properties, 
Mr. Evans has been awarded the Six Sigma 
green belt and is recognized as first-level 
sommelier. 

Mr. Evans also displayed the same leader-
ship and organizational aptitude in his service 
on the board of Hands and Hearts for Chil-
dren, an auxiliary of the Children’s Mercy Hos-
pital in Kansas City. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. John Evans deserves to 
be recognized as the General Manager of the 
Year today by virtue of his leadership, commit-
ment, and passion for service. I am proud to 
have such a man working and living in our 
community. It is therefore fitting and proper 
that we honor them here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PRESIDENT TSAI 
ING-WEN OF TAIWAN 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
Saturday, May 20 marks the one-year anniver-
sary of the inauguration of President Tsai Ing- 
wen of Taiwan. President Tsai’s election was 
not only historic, in that she is the first woman 
to be elected to that high office, but as the 
third peaceful election transferring power from 
one political party to another. It also dem-
onstrates the maturity of Taiwan’s democ-
racy—a system where the will of the people is 
respected and followed. 

The relationship between Taiwan and the 
United States is one of shared values, and is 
cemented by the 1979 Taiwan Relations Act, 
a creation of the Congress, and the Six Assur-
ances of 1982 by President Ronald Reagan. It 
is supported by countless freedom-loving 
Americans, many of whom are members of 
Taiwanese-American communities all over the 
United States. 

While our two countries have much to cele-
brate on this occasion, old challenges are re-
surfacing where Taiwan’s participation as a 
constructive member of the global community 
is concerned. This is most recently manifest in 
the withholding of the invitation to the World 
Health Assembly that begins on May 22. Tai-
wan’s 23 million people have much to offer the 
other peoples of the globe, and in a time of 
unique challenges, the best minds and talents 
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everywhere in the world should have a part in 
creating our solutions. We in the Congress, 
who have been supportive of Taiwan’s partici-
pation countless times in the past, must make 
ourselves heard again on this matter. 

On this occasion, I wish President Tsai 
every success as her administration continues 
to unfold, and I want her—as well as her fel-
low citizens—to know that we stand with them. 

f 

HONORING TY’RIANNE PERRY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Ty’Rianne Perry. 

Ty’Rianne has played a big part in commu-
nity service and helping out her peers. She 
has participated in the breast cancer aware-
ness walk. Ty’Rianne volunteers at the Boys 
and Girls Club once a month. She also tutors 
and mentors young children. She volunteers at 
the Golden Living Nursing Home where she 
plays games and reads stories to the patients. 

Ty’Rianne’s outspoken nature serves her as 
she advocates for the voiceless children and 
citizens who cannot speak up for themselves. 

Ty’Rianne participates in a Blood Drive 
twice a year, as she loves helping others in all 
capacities. Because of her activism and phi-
lanthropy, Ty’Rianne was able to attend the 
Chick-fil-A Leader Academy. She was also se-
lected to attend Camp John Hay; a program 
for selected teenagers who volunteered at 
Boys and Girls Club. 

Ty’Rianne has walked in the MLK March 
many times. She encourages everyone to 
make a difference in their community and get 
up and help out. 

Mr. Speaker please help us to congratulate 
Ms. Ty’Rianne Perry for making a difference in 
her community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
attend votes on May 16, 2017 due to travel 
delays. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as follows: YEA for rollcall vote 258. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE UNITED 
STATES MERCHANT MARINERS 
AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
VICTORY IN WORLD WAR II 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today I recognize the United States Merchant 
Mariners and their vital contributions to the 
victory of the Allies in World War II. This year, 
72 years after our victory in that war, is a fit-
ting time to recognize the contributions of our 
merchant mariners to the war effort. 

There were more than 250,000 men serving 
in the Merchant Marine during WWII, all volun-
teers. They had the distinction of being the 
only non-segregated service. The Merchant 
Marine was critical to the mission of our mili-
tary service members around the world during 
the war. 

Many of the important contributions of the 
Merchant Marine are not well known, including 
the fact that they had the highest rate of cas-
ualties in the Armed Services. More than 700 
merchant ships were sunk and more than 
8,000 U.S. merchant mariners were killed dur-
ing the war. The losses suffered are even 
more remarkable given that the U.S. Merchant 
Marine was not considered a military branch 
and was composed of volunteers classified by 
the government as civilians. Every invasion 
during the war involved the Merchant Marine. 
They suffered tremendous casualties during 
the Battle of the Atlantic, the Murmansk Run, 
D-Day, and as an integral part of every island 
invasion in the Pacific Theater. As we come 
close to Memorial Day, it is fitting to pause 
and remember their heroism and sacrifice. 

The United States built nearly 6,000 mer-
chant vessels and naval auxiliaries in 16 ship-
yards with over 650,000 workers. This was an 
economic and military feat of enormous scale. 
As part of a government effort to encourage 
more American participation in the war effort, 
ships were named after famous American 
counties and cities. 150 colleges and univer-
sities also had victory class merchant ships 
named for them. Many of these institutions of 
higher education supported important military 
training programs on their campuses. I am 
proud that 13 of these victory class ships were 
named for institutions in Pennsylvania, includ-
ing three in the third district: Allegheny Col-
lege, Grove City College, and Westminster 
College. 

I am sure all my colleagues join me in tak-
ing great pride in the history of the United 
States Merchant Marine and the special place 
in our nation’s history associated with their 
ships and the men who sailed them. They 
have helped preserve our freedom and they 
deserve our gratitude. 
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RECOGNIZING PATTY SIMONIAN IN 
CELEBRATION OF HER 75TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of Mrs. Patty Simonian’s 75th 
birthday. Patty is a beloved mother, grand-
mother, godmother and friend to many. 

Patty Simonian was born in Merced, Cali-
fornia to John and Mary Costa. She attended 
Central Union High School, where she met her 
high school sweetheart, Peter Simonian. They 
would be married on August 26, 1961. 

In 1971, Pete and Patty decided to go into 
farming for themselves, forming P. Simonian 
Farms. The third generation family-run farm 
was passed down from Patty’s grandfather. 
Patty is proud to be one of few female organic 
growers in California. She was quoted as say-
ing, ‘‘. . . I’m outside working, irrigating and 
doing everything that’s necessary on the 
ranch, with the help of my children’’. 

Patty is the proud mother of three children 
Talbert, Nanette and Peter John. She is also 
blessed with five grandchildren, Matthew, 
Jerad, Kylie, Kassidy and Caydin. 

Patty is a loving and generous mother to 
her children and was very active in their lives 
when they were in school. She is now playing 
a similar role with her beloved grandchildren. 
Patty’s family is the greatest source of love 
and pride in her life. 

Patty and her husband Peter were active 
members of the Cabrillo Club, a Portuguese 
civic club that is dedicated to civic progress of 
Californians of Portuguese descent. Patty cur-
rently serves as the President of the Fresno 
chapter, a position her husband also held from 
1997 through 2000. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to note that Patty’s 
75th birthday is an especially significant occa-
sion, as Patty is my first cousin. In keeping 
with the Portuguese Catholic tradition, she is 
also my godmother. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in rec-
ognizing Patty Simonian as she celebrates her 
75th birthday. I ask that you join me in wishing 
her and her family continued health and happi-
ness. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF UNITED STATES ARMY SPE-
CIALIST CALEB MICHAEL COL-
LINS 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of United States Army Spe-
cialist Caleb Michael Collins, a New Orleans, 
Louisiana native, who passed away on July 
25, 2015, at the tender age of 22. 

Specialist Collins was a graduate of St. Au-
gustine High School class of 2011, and a 
former member of the Marching 100 at the 
historic all-male Catholic high school in the 7th 
Ward of New Orleans. 

In July 2015, stationed in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
Specialist Collins distinguished himself by dis-
regarding his personal safety by jumping off of 
a 25 foot ledge into the ocean to save a fellow 
soldier who had been swept off the Halona 
Blowhole ledge by a wave. Through his coura-
geous actions, Specialist Collins made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. His actions are in keeping with 
the finest traditions of military heroism and re-
flect distinct credit upon himself, 25th Com-
posite Truck Company, 524th Sustainment 
Support Battalion, 25th Sustainment Brigade, 
25th Infantry Division and the United States 
Army. 

Specialist Collins has been awarded the 
Soldier’s Medal. The Soldier’s Medal is award-
ed to an individual whom while serving in the 
Armed Forces of the United States, is recog-
nized by heroism not concerning direct en-
counter with an enemy. The Soldier’s Medal is 
the highest military peacetime award for brav-
ery. 

Specialist Collins’ legacy will forever be a 
part of the city and his dedication to service 
embodies the spirit of New Orleans. Specialist 
Collins’ survivors include his parents, Ernest L. 
and Dawn Moore Collins and sisters Chelsi 
Marie and Briana Monique Collins. 

Mr. Speaker, Specialist Caleb Michael Col-
lins was a tremendously positive young man, 
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