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As we honor their courage and sacrifice, |
send my deepest condolences to the family,
friends, and loved ones of our fallen heroes
who so proudly wore the police uniform.
Congress must continue to ensure that our
local and state police, as well as their federal
colleagues, have the resources they need to
do their jobs and serve our communities.
Today and throughout the year, | join my
colleagues and all Americans as we honor our
law enforcement officers and remember those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice in the
service of our families and communities.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE GETZVILLE
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY LA-
DIES AUXILIARY UPON THE OC-
CASION OF THEIR 95TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | join the Amherst Women’s Interclub
Council in recognizing the accomplishments
and tireless work of the Getzville Volunteer
Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary. The Ladies
Auxiliary has been serving their community for
nearly 95 years through fundraising for many
causes, and assisting those who were dis-
placed due to factors beyond their control.

The Ladies Auxiliary was formed in Sep-
tember 5, 1922 at the request of then-Presi-
dent of the Getzville Fire Company Sam Heim
and Mr. George Dettmer. During the early
years of the Auxiliary, the ladies would hold
fundraisers such as card parties, dances and
dinners. The money raised would help the Fire
Company buy new equipment. During the
1940’s, the Ladies Auxiliary Group donated to
the American Red Cross to assist them during
World War II.

The Getzville Ladies Auxiliary continues to
provide vital assistance to those in need and
enhance the quality of life in their community
to this day. Especially impressive is their will-
ingness to help victims of disasters by giving
them a safe place to stay and ensuring they
are fed.

Trademarks of the Ladies Auxiliary that will
long be remembered include their famous chili
during their summer picnics, their fashion
shows, mystery rides and dinners that cele-
brate their anniversary. In the grand scheme
of things, they will mostly be remembered for
their work in the community, their selfless vol-
unteerism and their caring and compassion.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the
work that the Getzville Volunteer Fire Com-
pany Ladies Auxiliary has done as they ap-
proach their 95th Anniversary celebration on
September 11, 2017. | wish them the best in
all their future endeavors.

——————

RECOGNIZING SUMTER COUNTY
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to recognize Sumter County Sheriff
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Bill Farmer, Wildwood Police Department
Chief E.W. Reeser and the law enforcement
officers who keep Sumter County safe every
single day.

This week marks the annual observance of
Police Week. Though we set aside one week
a year to honor law enforcement, | encourage
all Americans to join me not only this week,
but every day, in recognizing the honor, cour-
age, and commitment of America’s law en-
forcement.

Our law enforcement officers are heroes in
the community. They keep us safe, and are
willing to put their lives on the line every day
in the course of their duties. It is impossible to
fully express our gratitude or adequately rec-
ognize the professionalism of the men and
women who voluntarily put their lives on the
line for our safety and security. It is with deep
respect that we pause today to honor the
memory of the heroes who gave the last full
measure of devotion and made the ultimate
sacrifice.

| want to extend my sincere appreciation to
Sumter County Sheriff Bill Farmer, City of
Wildwood Police Chief E.W. Reeser, and the
law enforcement officers who bravely and self-
lessly serve Sumter County. It is an honor to
recognize them and all men and women in law
enforcement.

———

IN HONOR OF THE WYOMING
STATE SOCIETY, DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

HON. LIZ CHENEY

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Wyoming State Society, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, which will
hold its one hundred and second annual con-
ference on May 18-21st in Casper, Wyoming.
Members will attend from across Wyoming
and host Daughters of the Republic President
General Ann Turner Dillon as the keynote
speaker. As part of the National Society,
Daughters of the American Revolution, the
Wyoming State Society is a non-profit, non-po-
litical, women’s volunteer organization that is
dedicated to preserving American history and
promoting patriotism.

The Wyoming State Society, Daughters of
the Revolution, is comprised of women who
can prove lineal descent from a patriot of the
American Revolution. These women invest
many hours serving their local communities by
supporting active duty military personnel, pro-
moting historic preservation, working with
school children, and welcoming new American
citizens at naturalization ceremonies. | am
grateful for Daughters of the Revolution mem-
bers’ commitment to preserving our national
heritage.

Each chapter in the State Society has a
unique connection to the local community and
its history. The Fort Caspar Chapter, NSDAR,
where this year’'s conference will be held, is
named in honor of Lieutenant Caspar Collins,
who sacrificed his life trying to rescue a
wagon train that was headed for the local fort.
The Fort Caspar Chapter has been dedicated
to veteran services, genealogy, community
services, and historic preservation since its
founding in 1914. It is my honor to acknowl-
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edge this and the many contributions the
women of the Daughters of the Revolution
have made throughout history, and continue to
make today.

RECOGNIZING DEER PARK POLICE
DEPARTMENT ON PEACE OFFI-
CERS MEMORIAL DAY

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the Deer Park Police Department. On
May 15, 2017, the Deer Park Police Depart-
ment will hold its 17th Annual Police Officer
Memorial Service to recognize the 135 police
officers killed in the line of duty across the na-
tion, and specifically the 17 police officers
killed in the State of Texas in 2016. We honor
and memorialize 135 police officers who will
never go home, see their spouses, see their
children, or walk on God’s earth again.

The service is in recognition of National Po-
lice Week, May 14 to May 20, 2017. Estab-
lished by a Joint Resolution of Congress in
1962, President John F. Kennedy proclaimed
May 15th as National Peace Officers Memorial
Day and the week in which that day falls, as
National Police Week.

Mr. Speaker, this is a time to honor those
who form the thin blue line that protects our
community and pay tribute to those who have
given their life keeping us safe. | couldn’t be
more thankful and proud of the men and
women who protect our communities.

May God continue to protect our entire law
enforcement community and comfort the fam-
ily and comrades of those who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice.

HONORING REVEREND PEG
CHEMBERLIN

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Reverend Peg Chemberlin, for her
many years of public service to the citizens of
the Fifth Congressional District, the Minnesota
Council of Churches (MCC), and to the great
state of Minnesota.

As the leader of the MCC since 1995, Rev-
erend Chemberlin has led the organization
into one of the premier state councils of
churches in the nation. The Rt. Rev. James L.
Jelinek, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Minnesota, described Reverend Chemberlin
as, “both a professional and a volunteer, with
the gift of leadership and inspiration.” During
her time leading the MCC, the membership
has grown by over 30 percent, half from his-
toric Black Churches.

She has been a key voice against religious
bigotry, working hard to unite interfaith com-
munities, foster interfaith solidarity, and to up-
hold the constitutional right to religious free-
dom without the fear of violence. Following the
attacks of 9/11, she organized a diverse group
of faith leaders for a massive gathering at the
Minnesota State Capitol. She also aided in or-
ganizing a broad group of religious leaders, in-
cluding Buddhists, Jews, Muslims, Hindus,
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and more to pray after the 35W bridge col-
lapse in Minneapolis.

Reverend Chemberlin also had the honor of
being the 25th President of the National Coun-
cil of Churches from 2009 to 2011. She was
the first Minnesotan and the fourth woman to
hold that position. The NCC has been a lead-
ing force in increasing collaboration among
various Christian groups throughout the United
States.

Reverend Chemberlin has also been the re-
cipient of numerous awards, including former
Minnesota Governor Arne Carlson’s Woman of
Excellence award in 1994, the NOVA (Non-
Violent Alternatives) Peace and Justice Award
presented by St. Cloud State University, and
Angel of Reconciliation award from Unity Bap-
tist Church.

After 21 years, Rev. Peg Chemberlin has
chosen to retire. Twenty-one years of mobi-
lizing faith communities to engage in civic mat-
ters, strengthening ties within different reli-
gious denominations, and emphasizing the im-
portance of welcoming refugees to our nation.
Through her accomplishments, she has ex-
celled in bringing to life MCC’s mission to
manifest unity in the church and to build the
common good in the world.

| commend Rev. Peg Chemberlin, and all
she has done for the state of Minnesota. |
want to thank her for her dedication and serv-
ice in creating interfaith connections and a
safe atmosphere for people of all faith commu-
nities.

————

IN HONOR OF NEW CITIZENS
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and sincerity that | take this
time to congratulate thirty individuals who took
their oaths of citizenship on Friday, May 12,
2017. This memorable occasion, presided
over by Magistrate Judge Andrew P.
Rodovich, was held at the United States
Courthouse and Federal Building in Ham-
mond, Indiana.

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come
from countries around the world to the United
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example
of what is so great about the United States of
America—that people from all over the world
can come together and unite as members of
a free, democratic nation. These individuals
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a
better opportunity for success than here in
America.

On May 12, 2017, the following people, rep-
resenting many nations throughout the world,
took their oaths of citizenship in Hammond, In-
diana: Xuezhe Wang, Jyoti Awasthi, Jovan
Bujaroski, Karen Jazmin Flores Martinez,
Amane Seid Djoubar, Rosa Brisco, Hilda Alva-
rez, Mario Algraini, Emmanuel Chigozie
Chijioke, Ayodeji Ekundayo, Thiola Makhiwa
Moyo, Andy Dai Nguyen, Gerson David Plaza,
Julio Rolando Plaza Jr.,, John Michael
Prejmak, Bianca Yasmin Rafidia Vargas,
Omar Awad Sobih, Alma Valencia, Jafar Ziad
Thawabi, Klimentina Suleska, Maria Patricia
Quezada, Josselyn Russell, Cece Mumbi
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Maina, Esther Galvez, Nguyet Phan, Milton
Alexi Guerrero, Lowel Alabastro Recososa,
Carl Recososa, Manuel Miranda, and Manuel
Pena.

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives,
each is inspired by the fact that the United
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country “. . . of the people, by the
people, and for the people.” They realize that
the United States is truly a free nation. By
seeking American citizenship, they have made
the decision that they want to live in a place
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment
of the Constitution, they can practice religion
as they choose, speak their minds without fear
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask you and my
other distinguished colleagues to join me in
congratulating these individuals who became
citizens of the United States of America on
May 12, 2017. They, too, are American citi-
zens, and they, too, are guaranteed the in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. We, as a free and democratic
nation, congratulate them and welcome them.

IN MEMORIAM PETE GARCIA
HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a community leader, a U.S. Army
veteran, a native Arizonan and a tireless advo-
cate for economic, racial and social justice.
Pete Garcia is truly an Arizona legend and his
contributions to our community will live on for
generations to come.

Pete volunteered for the U.S. Army in 1962
and served in Germany. After his honorable
discharge, he worked for the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice while putting himself through Phoenix Col-
lege.

gPete worked for many non-profit organiza-
tions in Phoenix including Phoenix Job Corps,
Valle del Sol, and perhaps most notably, Chi-
canos Por La Causa (CPLC). Under his lead-
ership at CPLC, the organization’s operating
budget grew from $3 million to over $60 mil-
lion. In 2008 it was named the second largest
Hispanic non-profit in the United States by
Hispanic Business Magazine. During his ten-
ure as President and CEO of the organization
he received numerous awards and recogni-
tion, including being invited to participate in
the Ditchley Foundation Conference in the
United Kingdom three times. He was selected
as a Johnson Fellow, named an AARP Inspire
award recipient, received the Cesar E. Chavez
Leadership Institute legacy award, Pioneer in
Excellence by Local Initiatives Support Cor-
poration (LISC) and “One of the Valley’s Most
Influential People” by the Phoenix Business
Journal, among many others.

Pete was a dedicated husband to Sarah
and a devoted father to Daniel, Hilario, and
lllana. He was also a grandfather to Brenna,
Morgan, Pete, Leila and Alya. In his spare
time he enjoyed coaching his children’s Little
League teams, playing basketball, and playing
with his own kids as well as other neighbor-
hood children.
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After his tenure at CPLC ended, Pete went
on to be a successful philanthropist in his “re-
tirement.” He started a whole new foundation
focused on educational opportunities for un-
derserved students, which he named the Vic-
toria Foundation in honor of his own mother.
From 2008-2017 Peter raised more than $4
million to enable students to attend ASU, UA,
NAU GCU, Maricopa County Community Col-
leges and several out of state schools. The
foundation offered scholarships to 80 commu-
nity college students, 60 university students,
and 4 medical school students. Pete also
raised money through the Victoria Foundation
to provide 300 bikes for inner city youths,
stockings to the elderly at Christmas, and to
provide turkey dinners to veterans on Thanks-
giving.

Pete leaves behind a legacy of generosity,
advocacy, and hard work. Arizona is grateful
for his contributions to our community, May his
memory be a blessing to his friends and fam-

ily.

RECOGNIZING AMINAH AL-JABER
HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Aminah Al-daber for her hard work and
dedication to the people of Colorado’s Fourth
District as an intern in my Washington, D.C.
office for the Spring of 2017.

The work of this young woman has been
exemplary, and | know she has a bright future.
She served as a tour guide, interacted with
constituents, and learned a great deal about
our nation’s legislative process. | was glad to
be able to offer this educational opportunity,
and look forward to seeing her build her ca-
reer in public service.

Aminah plans to continue pursuing her de-
gree at the end of this internship. | wish her
the best as she pursues her career path. Mr.
Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Aminah
Al-Jaber for her service the last several
months to the people of Colorado’s 4th district.

——

RECOGNIZING PICNIC CAFE AND
DESSERTERY

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the success of a small
business in Dahlonega, Georgia in honor of
Small Business Week. The Picnic Café and
Dessertery, owned and operated by Sam and
Julia Norton, has been serving Dahlonega
residents and tourists coffee, sweets, and
lunchtime favorites since 2001.

The Picnic Café and Dessertery, often times
simply called “Picnic” by its regulars, has won
multiple awards for its food and desserts. Its
place on the Dahlonega town square brings a
warm and welcome presence to the center of
one of the South’s best small towns, as hailed
by Southern Living magazine. From college
students to cadets to tourists bound for the
Appalachians, the Picnic Café offers guests a
chance to rest and be refreshed.
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