E638

ACHIEVEMENTS OF U.S. MARINE
CORPS IN WORLD WAR I

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to recognize the U.S. Marine Corps’
achievements in World War I. At the entry of
the United States into World War |, the Marine
Corps was relatively small and relegated to
ship-borne duty and small expeditionary out-
posts in far flung locations, such as China and
the Caribbean, numbering less than 14,000 of-
ficers and men. By the end of the war, the
Corps had swelled to more than 75,000; of
which 30,000 were ground combat forces in
France, and another 1,600 served with the
U.S. Navy in Europe on board ships, on
shore, and with the Navy’s aviation force, the
Northern Bombing Group.

The 5th and 6th Regiments as well as the
6th Machine Gun Battalion formed the 4th Bri-
gade under the U.S. Army’s 2d Division in late
1917. Their baptism by fire came at Belleau
Wood in June 1918 when the 2d Division halt-
ed the German advance toward Paris through
three weeks of bloody fighting. The Marines
continued to prove their mettle throughout the
summer and fall of 1918 at Soissons, St.
Mihiel, Blanc Mont, and Meuse-Argonne. At
the end of the war, the 4th Brigade remained
as part of the 3d Army, occupying Germany
along the Rhine River.

While the 4th Brigade battled the Germans,
the 5th Brigade arrived in France and served
as part of the Army’s Service of Supply to the
entire American Expeditionary Forces, as well
as provided a pool of replacements to the 4th
Brigade. The First Marine Aviation Force
(FMAF), as part of the Northern Bombing
Group, arrived in late summer 1918 and oper-
ated over the English Channel and Belgian
coast from Calais, France, conducting antisub-
marine patrols, bombing German submarine
pens, and even providing close air support
and food drops to Entente troops in Belgium.
On a smaller scale, the First Marine Aero-
nautic Company conducted antisubmarine pa-
trols out of Ponta Delgada, Azores.

In the six months of fighting on the Western
Front, the Marine Corps suffered approxi-
mately 12,000 casualties; 8 Marines earned
the Medal of Honor, and another 152 Marines
earned the Navy Cross. The Marine reputation
as a fierce fighting force was well earned, and
whether on “land, air, or sea,” the American
people can be undeniably proud of the per-
formance of their Marine Corps in World War
.

———

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT OF
2017

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 4, 2017

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
1628 is an assault on hard-working Americans
and their families.

Trumpcare is sickness care for millions of
Americans who will lose their healthcare cov-
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erage and have to receive healthcare in hos-
pital emergency rooms.

Trumpcare is tax care for the 400 richest
families, who will receive about $7 million a
year ad infinitum if this bill becomes law.

Trumpcare is less care for Americans who
will buy cheap health insurance policies and
find they are worthless when they get sick and
need care.

Trumpcare is insufficient care after the $8
billion over 5 years for high-risk pools in this
bill runs out across the country.

Trumpcare is discriminatory care when
states can determine that you deserve
unaffordable high risk care.

Trumpcare is no care for Americans with
pre-existing conditions who cannot afford their
premiums.

Trumpcare is a careless political scheme
concocted to win elections and line the pock-
ets of the very wealthy at the expense of the
millions who will lose healthcare.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILL TO DIS-
PLAY THE FLAG IN HONOR OF
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
MAYORS ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce a bill that would make a small but signifi-
cant change to federal law by adding the
Mayor of the District of Columbia to the list of
named principals for whom the President can
order the U.S. flag be flown at half-staff. Cur-
rent law states that the President shall make
this order “upon the death of principal figures
of the United States Government and the Gov-
ernor of a State, territory, or possession, as a
mark of respect to their memory.” Surely the
death of a cunent or former D.C. Mayor
should qualify as a principal. My bill would add
D.C. Mayors, who have many of the same re-
sponsibilities as state and territory governors,
to the current list of officials. This bill is a con-
tinuation of our “Free and Equal D.C.” series
to ensure fair recognition of the nearly
700,000 citizens of the District of Columbia.

Congress already acknowledges that D.C.
deserves a place among the states for certain
honors, and this addition is not as great as
others Congress has already recognized. We
have already won congressional recognition of
D.C. in situations where the city was over-
looked while honoring the states. For example,
our legislation ensured that the District of Co-
lumbia War Memorial honored only District
residents who served in World War | and that
D.C.’s Frederick Douglass statue sits in the
Capitol alongside statues from the 50 states.
We also successfully worked with the U.S.
Postal Service to create a D.C. stamp, like the
stamps for the 50 states, and worked with the
National Park Service to add the D.C. flag
alongside the state flags across from Union
Station.

Legislation was also enacted to give D.C. a
coin after it was omitted from legislation cre-
ating coins for the 50 states. Legislation was
needed to require the armed services to dis-
play the District flag whenever the flags of the
states are displayed. With this acknowledge-
ment, it is not too much to ask Congress to
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add the Mayor to the list of principals who are
recognized upon their deaths.
| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

TERRY WETHERILL

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Terry Wetherill, who recently received
the Emergency Manager of the Year Award.
Terry is the Mineral County emergency man-
ager and search and rescue coordinator. As
part of the Mineral County Search and Rescue
team, he serves as an EMT in the County Am-
bulance Service and as a fireman in the Vol-
unteer Fire Department. Terry’s roots in the
community run deep. Terry’s family was one
of Mineral County’s founding families, settling
there over one hundred years ago. Terry
made his home in Creede after 29 years of
service in the U.S. Navy.

As Mineral County Emergency Manager,
Terry has spearheaded the use of technology
to aid in difficult search and rescue missions
in the San Luis Valley in situations where all-
terrain vehicles and snowmobiles can’t access
those in need of emergency services. Ava-
lanches and steep cliffs create treacherous
conditions in parts of the San Luis Valley, and
the drone helps prevent rescuers from having
to put themselves in life-threatening situations,
Thanks to the work of Terry’s office, Archuleta,
Hinsdale, Mineral, and Rio Grande counties
will now have access to this life saving drone.

Mr. Speaker, Terry Wetherill's service to
Colorado and his commitment to safety and
security in the San Luis Valley is commend-
able and we are fortunate to have him, He is
well-deserving of this honor, and | wish him
the very best in the future.

———

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the dedicated law enforcement officers
who serve and protect communities in Min-
nesota and across the United States and to
remember those who have lost their lives in
the line of duty.

In Minnesota’s Fourth District and through-
out America, police and peace officers bear an
enormous responsibility. In local departments,
state agencies, and for the federal govern-
ment, the women and men of law enforcement
put their lives on the line each and every day
to keep our families and communities safe.

As Ranking Member of Interior-Environment
Appropriations Subcommittee, | am particularly
mindful of the work and sacrifice of federal law
enforcement officers whose tasks range from
serving Americans visiting our National Parks
to protecting our natural resources.

This National Peace Officers Memorial Day
and Police Week, we remember our fallen law
enforcement officers. Last year, more than
140 officers lost their lives in the line of duty.
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As we honor their courage and sacrifice, |
send my deepest condolences to the family,
friends, and loved ones of our fallen heroes
who so proudly wore the police uniform.
Congress must continue to ensure that our
local and state police, as well as their federal
colleagues, have the resources they need to
do their jobs and serve our communities.
Today and throughout the year, | join my
colleagues and all Americans as we honor our
law enforcement officers and remember those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice in the
service of our families and communities.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE GETZVILLE
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY LA-
DIES AUXILIARY UPON THE OC-
CASION OF THEIR 95TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | join the Amherst Women’s Interclub
Council in recognizing the accomplishments
and tireless work of the Getzville Volunteer
Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary. The Ladies
Auxiliary has been serving their community for
nearly 95 years through fundraising for many
causes, and assisting those who were dis-
placed due to factors beyond their control.

The Ladies Auxiliary was formed in Sep-
tember 5, 1922 at the request of then-Presi-
dent of the Getzville Fire Company Sam Heim
and Mr. George Dettmer. During the early
years of the Auxiliary, the ladies would hold
fundraisers such as card parties, dances and
dinners. The money raised would help the Fire
Company buy new equipment. During the
1940’s, the Ladies Auxiliary Group donated to
the American Red Cross to assist them during
World War II.

The Getzville Ladies Auxiliary continues to
provide vital assistance to those in need and
enhance the quality of life in their community
to this day. Especially impressive is their will-
ingness to help victims of disasters by giving
them a safe place to stay and ensuring they
are fed.

Trademarks of the Ladies Auxiliary that will
long be remembered include their famous chili
during their summer picnics, their fashion
shows, mystery rides and dinners that cele-
brate their anniversary. In the grand scheme
of things, they will mostly be remembered for
their work in the community, their selfless vol-
unteerism and their caring and compassion.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the
work that the Getzville Volunteer Fire Com-
pany Ladies Auxiliary has done as they ap-
proach their 95th Anniversary celebration on
September 11, 2017. | wish them the best in
all their future endeavors.

——————

RECOGNIZING SUMTER COUNTY
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to recognize Sumter County Sheriff
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Bill Farmer, Wildwood Police Department
Chief E.W. Reeser and the law enforcement
officers who keep Sumter County safe every
single day.

This week marks the annual observance of
Police Week. Though we set aside one week
a year to honor law enforcement, | encourage
all Americans to join me not only this week,
but every day, in recognizing the honor, cour-
age, and commitment of America’s law en-
forcement.

Our law enforcement officers are heroes in
the community. They keep us safe, and are
willing to put their lives on the line every day
in the course of their duties. It is impossible to
fully express our gratitude or adequately rec-
ognize the professionalism of the men and
women who voluntarily put their lives on the
line for our safety and security. It is with deep
respect that we pause today to honor the
memory of the heroes who gave the last full
measure of devotion and made the ultimate
sacrifice.

| want to extend my sincere appreciation to
Sumter County Sheriff Bill Farmer, City of
Wildwood Police Chief E.W. Reeser, and the
law enforcement officers who bravely and self-
lessly serve Sumter County. It is an honor to
recognize them and all men and women in law
enforcement.

———

IN HONOR OF THE WYOMING
STATE SOCIETY, DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

HON. LIZ CHENEY

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Wyoming State Society, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, which will
hold its one hundred and second annual con-
ference on May 18-21st in Casper, Wyoming.
Members will attend from across Wyoming
and host Daughters of the Republic President
General Ann Turner Dillon as the keynote
speaker. As part of the National Society,
Daughters of the American Revolution, the
Wyoming State Society is a non-profit, non-po-
litical, women’s volunteer organization that is
dedicated to preserving American history and
promoting patriotism.

The Wyoming State Society, Daughters of
the Revolution, is comprised of women who
can prove lineal descent from a patriot of the
American Revolution. These women invest
many hours serving their local communities by
supporting active duty military personnel, pro-
moting historic preservation, working with
school children, and welcoming new American
citizens at naturalization ceremonies. | am
grateful for Daughters of the Revolution mem-
bers’ commitment to preserving our national
heritage.

Each chapter in the State Society has a
unique connection to the local community and
its history. The Fort Caspar Chapter, NSDAR,
where this year’'s conference will be held, is
named in honor of Lieutenant Caspar Collins,
who sacrificed his life trying to rescue a
wagon train that was headed for the local fort.
The Fort Caspar Chapter has been dedicated
to veteran services, genealogy, community
services, and historic preservation since its
founding in 1914. It is my honor to acknowl-
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edge this and the many contributions the
women of the Daughters of the Revolution
have made throughout history, and continue to
make today.

RECOGNIZING DEER PARK POLICE
DEPARTMENT ON PEACE OFFI-
CERS MEMORIAL DAY

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the Deer Park Police Department. On
May 15, 2017, the Deer Park Police Depart-
ment will hold its 17th Annual Police Officer
Memorial Service to recognize the 135 police
officers killed in the line of duty across the na-
tion, and specifically the 17 police officers
killed in the State of Texas in 2016. We honor
and memorialize 135 police officers who will
never go home, see their spouses, see their
children, or walk on God’s earth again.

The service is in recognition of National Po-
lice Week, May 14 to May 20, 2017. Estab-
lished by a Joint Resolution of Congress in
1962, President John F. Kennedy proclaimed
May 15th as National Peace Officers Memorial
Day and the week in which that day falls, as
National Police Week.

Mr. Speaker, this is a time to honor those
who form the thin blue line that protects our
community and pay tribute to those who have
given their life keeping us safe. | couldn’t be
more thankful and proud of the men and
women who protect our communities.

May God continue to protect our entire law
enforcement community and comfort the fam-
ily and comrades of those who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice.

HONORING REVEREND PEG
CHEMBERLIN

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Reverend Peg Chemberlin, for her
many years of public service to the citizens of
the Fifth Congressional District, the Minnesota
Council of Churches (MCC), and to the great
state of Minnesota.

As the leader of the MCC since 1995, Rev-
erend Chemberlin has led the organization
into one of the premier state councils of
churches in the nation. The Rt. Rev. James L.
Jelinek, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Minnesota, described Reverend Chemberlin
as, “both a professional and a volunteer, with
the gift of leadership and inspiration.” During
her time leading the MCC, the membership
has grown by over 30 percent, half from his-
toric Black Churches.

She has been a key voice against religious
bigotry, working hard to unite interfaith com-
munities, foster interfaith solidarity, and to up-
hold the constitutional right to religious free-
dom without the fear of violence. Following the
attacks of 9/11, she organized a diverse group
of faith leaders for a massive gathering at the
Minnesota State Capitol. She also aided in or-
ganizing a broad group of religious leaders, in-
cluding Buddhists, Jews, Muslims, Hindus,
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