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where he quickly became an indispensable 
asset to my team. His performance was su-
perb and he earned my utmost respect. His 
ability to build relationships and create oppor-
tunities aided me greatly in securing legislative 
language in support of the 2009 Fort Hood 
shooting victims, an effort that had been a pri-
ority of mine for 5 years. 

A native Texan from the Rio Grande Valley, 
Major Reyna is a distinguished military grad-
uate from Saint Mary’s University where he 
earned a commission in the Army Aviation 
branch. He served with the 101st Airborne Di-
vision as a Chinook helicopter pilot and pla-
toon leader. From here, he deployed on his 
first combat tour to Afghanistan as a flight pla-
toon leader in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. Efrain also served with the 1st Cav-
alry Division at Fort Hood, Texas, ‘‘the Great 
Place.’’ While there, he served in various lead-
ership positions to include Chinook company 
commander and support battalion operations 
officer. Efrain conducted his second combat 
deployed to Afghanistan with the 1st Air Cav-
alry Brigade as a company commander. 

His dedication to excellence has not gone 
unnoticed. Major Reyna’s awards and decora-
tions include the Bronze Star Medal, Meri-
torious Service Medal, Air Medal, Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, and numerous others. He has 
earned the Senior Aviator Badge, Ranger Tab, 
Airborne Wings, and Air Assault Wings. Efrain 
is a graduate of the Marine Expeditionary 
Warfare School. He also completed a Master’s 
Degree from George Washington University 
during his time here, demonstrating his com-
mitment as a Warrior and a Scholar. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to recog-
nize the selfless service of Major Efrain Reyna 
and the support and dedication of his wife 
Kelly Ann and their two sons, Isaac Lee 
Reyna and Zachary Miers. I wish them the 
very best as they complete over twelve years 
of honorable service to our great nation and 
proceed to the next chapter in their lives. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JESSICA NALEPA 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Jessica Nalepa, an outstanding 
member of my staff who is transitioning out of 
my office after seven years to share her tal-
ents with the administration. 

A Virginia native, Jessi interned in my office 
while she was in school at George Mason Uni-
versity where she earned her Bachelor of Arts 
in Government & International Politics and 
Communications, graduating cum Laude. De-
spite her East Coast upbringing, Jessi soon 
became an honorary Texan through and 
through. 

Her outstanding work as an intern swiftly led 
her to become a permanent part of my team 
as the Director of Scheduling. Continuing to 
demonstrate her talents and work ethic, she 
moved through the ranks of my office fast: first 
from Scheduler to Deputy Chief of Staff and 
then ending her service to me as my Chief of 
Staff 

Jessi has been an integral part of my team 
and has served dutifully as a public servant to 

Texas–10 and the entire state. She also 
played an instrumental role in my personal 
growth here in Congress when she helped me 
in my campaign to become Chairman of the 
House Homeland Security Committee during 
the 113th Congress. 

Possibly the toughest part of Jessi’s job was 
balancing my duties to serve Texans through 
my personal office and simultaneously ensure 
the safety of all Americans through my work 
on the committee. Despite the challenges this 
posed on a daily basis, Jessi always went 
above and beyond. She managed these dy-
namics with professionalism, integrity, and a 
high degree of respect for the people who we 
serve. And, I’ll add she accomplished all of 
this while earning a Master’s Degree in Public 
Policy Analysis from George Mason Univer-
sity. 

Jessi’s dedication to Texas’ 10th Congres-
sional District and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives is an extraordinary example of 
her strong commitment to her country and fel-
low citizens. Even though she is departing my 
office, Jessi will always be part of Team 
McCaul and I will be forever grateful for her 
work. 

Jessi is possibly the hardest worker I have 
had the honor to know, and she will be sorely 
missed by all. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join 
me in thanking Jessi for her service to the 
great state of Texas and our nation, and wish 
her the very best of luck as she sets forth on 
the next chapter of her life. 
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HONORING MR. TED HALL 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mr. Ted Hall, who is 
being honored as the 2017 Napa Valley Grow-
er of the Year at the Napa Valley 
Grapegrowers’ 42nd annual dinner. 

Mr. Hall has a long and successful history of 
management and leadership within the wine 
industry in California and throughout the na-
tion. A native of Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Hall received his undergraduate degree 
from Princeton University and went on to earn 
his MBA from Stanford University. 

Before coming to Napa Valley, Mr. Hall de-
veloped his true love of the land while living 
on his family’s farm in the township of Potter, 
Pennsylvania. He served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and is an active jazz trombonist and 
piano player. 

Mr. Hall exemplifies the values of the Napa 
Valley Grapegrowers. He is dedicated, shows 
good judgement, and pays attention to the de-
tails that matter. He has served as President 
& CEO of Long Meadow Ranch since 1989. 
Additionally, Mr. Hall serves on the board of 
directors for numerous educational, charitable, 
and arts organizations. Drawing on his knowl-
edge and success in the vineyard industry, Mr. 
Hall represents and advocates on behalf of 
growers as Chairman of the Napa Valley 
Grapegrowers and as a member of the Indus-
try Issues Committee. 

As someone who shares his great commu-
nity pride for Napa Valley, Mr. Hall looks to 
the region’s future by sharing his expertise 

with the next generation of growers and farm-
ers. He is the current Chairman of the St. Hel-
ena High School Agriculture Education Com-
mittee and the Napa County Agriculture Pro-
tection Advisory Committee (APAC). Mr. Hall 
supports multiple conservation easements in 
Napa County and is a member of a variety of 
public and private organizations involved in 
food and agriculture. 

Mr. Speaker, Ted Hall has had a remark-
able career as a business leader in our Napa 
Valley community. Therefore, it is fitting and 
proper that we honor him here today. 

f 

PROVIDING RELIEF FROM THE 
FAILED OBAMACARE EXPERIMENT 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I promised the 
people of the Thirty-Sixth District of Texas that 
I would repeal Obamacare and replace it with 
conservative solutions. President Donald J. 
Trump was elected on this same platform. 

Last week we came together to fulfill that 
promise. 

After years of speeches, debates, elections 
and ‘‘show votes’’ that we knew would be ve-
toed or go nowhere in the Senate, last week’s 
vote was the real deal. 

This was perhaps the most important and 
consequential domestic policy legislation any 
of us will ever see. 

To begin with, it serves as the largest enti-
tlement reform of the Medicaid program in the 
program’s history and eliminates the individual 
and employer mandate penalties. It also stops 
mandatory spending on large abortion busi-
nesses, such as Planned Parenthood, for one 
year. 

It isn’t the exact bill I would have written, but 
I am proud to say that I voted YES on the 
AHCA. While Republicans alone provided the 
votes to pass this bill, it was still the product 
of finding common ground to provide the 
American people with relief from Obamacare. 

Members of our conference from every ide-
ological stripe and every type of district came 
together to improve the bill and to secure its 
passage. 

While we could certainly write a better one 
that allows for insurance sales across state 
lines, gives consumers better choices about 
the plans and benefits they want, and tears 
down the anti-trust exemption for insurers— 
the absurd tightrope we must walk to comply 
with the Senate’s reconciliation rules has 
forced us to write this bill with one hand tied 
behind our back. 

Like their colleagues here, Senate Demo-
crats have made clear that preserving the 
failed experiment of Obamacare matters more 
than anything else, and that they would launch 
a fake, phony Filibuster if anything came to 
the Senate that did not comply with the Sen-
ate procedure known as the ‘‘Byrd Rule.’’ 

I was extremely pleased to be part of House 
passage of AHCA last week and now look to 
the Senate to move the road blocks that con-
tinue to threaten our conservative agenda. 
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IN HONOR OF PATRICK LEONARD 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Patrick Leonard of Dubuque, Iowa 
for his year of service as President of the Iowa 
Funeral Directors Association. 

A fellow graduate of my own alma mater, 
Loras College, Mr. Leonard has successfully 
owned and operated his funeral home in Du-
buque since 1990. His year as President of 
the Association has been marked by faithful 
leadership of the IFDA Board of Governors as 
they pursued IFDA’s mission of promoting and 
supporting funeral service excellence. 

Since coming to Congress in 2014, I have 
seen firsthand the dedication, enthusiasm, and 
passion that Mr. Leonard brings to his profes-
sion every day. Last summer, we were hon-
ored to have Mr. Leonard represent the IFDA 
at my congressional office’s Dubuque Senior 
Wellness Fair. He understands that leadership 
is about stepping up and getting involved per-
sonally in service of the mission. 

Mr. Leonard also finds time to give back to 
his community. Just last year, after months of 
preparation and coordination with the U.S. 
Navy, Mr. Leonard oversaw the return of a 
WWII veteran’s remains back to Iowa. Mr. 
Leonard expressed to me how much of an 
honor this was for him, and how this project 
signified the importance of funeral services to 
those who pass, and their loved ones. 

On behalf of the nearly 700 licensed funeral 
directors in Iowa, I want to again thank and 
recognize Mr. Leonard for his exemplary serv-
ice as President of the IFDA. 

f 

HONORING THE TREFETHEN 
FAMILY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Trefethen family, 
John, Janet, Lorenzo, Hailey and, post-
humously, Eugene and Catherine, for their 
hard work, dogged perseverance and commu-
nity involvement. 

The Trefethen family first restored their his-
toric McIntyre Winery, which is on the National 
Register for Historic Places, in 1973. In Au-
gust of 2014 the largest earthquake in the Bay 
Area since 1989 caused significant damage to 
the winery. Rather than scrapping their 
winemaking operations and moving elsewhere, 
they stayed and rebuilt the winery and will 
hold a celebratory re-opening this week. 

Led largely by Hailey, the McIntyre building 
has been resurrected and now includes a new 
base that is earthquake resistant. The McIn-
tyre building today contains 85 percent of the 
original building material and will use the 
same 19th century pipes to distill the famous 
Trefthen family wine. 

When Gene moved to the Napa Valley 50 
years ago, the Trefethen family began a long 
tradition of community involvement. The family 
donates wine to many community events an-
nually to be auctioned for charitable causes in-

cluding children at risk and the environment, 
two of the family’s passions. 

The Wine Community is integral to our way 
of life in my district. The Trefethen family has 
done more than their part to support our com-
munity. John was the founding President of 
the Napa Valley Grapegrowers and has 
served multiple terms on the Napa Valley 
Vinters Board. Janet served on the Board of 
Directors for the Queen of the Valley Founda-
tion and founded the Oak Knoll District of 
Napa Valley, where she lead the effort to have 
it recognized as an American Viticulture Area 
in 2004. Hailey recently finished serving terms 
on the Board of California Institute and the 
Napa Valley Vintners. 

Mr. Speaker, on May 7, the Trefethen’s will 
host their winery’s grand re-opening. True to 
their love of community, it will feature local 
high school choirs, vocalists and a barbershop 
quartet. They have worked hard to preserve 
their winery. It is fitting and proper that we 
honor them here today. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, May 
9, 2017 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MAY 10 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
To receive a closed briefing on United 

States special operations capabilities 
to counter Russian influence and un-
conventional warfare operations in the 
‘‘Grey Zone’’. 

SVC–217 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Subcommittee on National Security and 

International Trade and Finance 
To hold hearings to examine secondary 

sanctions against Chinese institutions, 
focusing on assessing their utility for 
constraining North Korea. 

SD–538 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine state views 

on the need to modernize the Endan-
gered Species Act. 

SD–406 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, 

Transnational Crime, Civilian Secu-
rity, Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Global Women’s Issues 

To hold hearings to examine emerging 
external influences in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

SD–419 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
Business meeting to consider S. 934, to 

amend the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act to revise and extend the 
user-fee programs for prescription 
drugs, medical devices, generic drugs, 
and biosimilar biological products, and 
S. 1028, to provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a National 
Family Caregiving Strategy. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine cyber 

threats facing America, focusing on an 
overview of the cybersecurity threat 
landscape. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Steven Andrew Engel, of the 
District of Columbia, and Makan 
Delrahim, of California, both to be an 
Assistant Attorney General, and Noel 
J. Francisco, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Solicitor General of the 
United States, all of the Department of 
Justice. 

SD–226 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on the Budget 
To hold hearings to examine growth poli-

cies for the new Administration. 
SD–608 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Subcommittee on Water and Power 

To hold hearings to examine S. 440, to es-
tablish a procedure for the conveyance 
of certain Federal property around the 
Dickinson Reservoir in the State of 
North Dakota, S. 677, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to coordinate 
Federal and State permitting processes 
related to the construction of new sur-
face water storage projects on lands 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and to designate the Bureau 
of Reclamation as the lead agency for 
permit processing, S. 685, to authorize 
the Dry-Redwater Regional Water Au-
thority System and the Musselshell- 
Judith Rural Water System in the 
States of Montana and North Dakota, 
S. 930, to require the Administrator of 
the Western Area Power Administra-
tion to establish a pilot project to pro-
vide increased transparency for cus-
tomers, S. 1012, to provide for drought 
preparedness measures in the State of 
New Mexico, S. 1029, to amend the Pub-
lic Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 
1978 to exempt certain small hydro-
electric power projects that are apply-
ing for relicensing under the Federal 
Power Act from the licensing require-
ments of that Act, and S. 1030, to re-
quire the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to submit to Congress a 
report on certain hydropower projects. 

SD–366 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

Business meeting to consider S. 458, to 
support the education of Indian chil-
dren, and S. 691, to extend Federal rec-
ognition to the Chickahominy Indian 
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