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With today’s ongoing fiscal challenges, in-

creasingly severe storms, and escalating ef-
fects of climate change, it makes sense for 
our country to prepare for these disasters now 
in order to prevent or reduce damage. Smart 
planning to mitigate the adverse impact of dis-
asters not only saves lives, but saves 
money—especially over the long run. 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy when 
there were initial damage estimates in the bil-
lions of dollars, many Members from both 
sides of the aisle streamed to the floor to ex-
press sympathy to the victims, as well as 
decry the extent of the damage and large 
costs. This program represents an opportunity 
to curb similar costs in the future while also 
saving lives and protecting property. 

It is time to reauthorize the Pre-Disaster 
Hazard Mitigation Program at a sufficient level 
to make an impact. I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure. 
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PEOPLE’S BUDGET 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, first, I would like to 
thank my colleagues, Congressman KEITH 
ELLISON and Congressman RAÚL GRIJALVA, for 
their tireless leadership of the Progressive 
Caucus. 

I would also like to thank to Congress-
woman PRAMILA JAYAPAL and Congresswoman 
JAMIE RASKIN for hosting this Special Order 
Hour and for their work on this budget. It truly 
is a document we all can be proud of. Mr. 
Speaker, the federal budget is, at its heart, a 
moral document. It tells a story to the Amer-
ican people, and it tells the world who and 
what we care about. 

Mr. Speaker, President Trump’s outrageous 
budget that he released last month revealed 
what we’ve long suspected: President Trump’s 
only concern is for himself and his rich friends. 

His budget is both hateful and counter-
productive. 

Faced with such boldfaced cruelty, it’s more 
important than ever that we present our own 
vision for the budget. 

And what a vision the People’s Budget is. 
The People’s Budget is the most progres-

sive budget ever presented to Congress. 
It invests in people and communities, in-

stead of corporations, billionaires, and bombs. 
It forces Wall Street executives to pay their 

fair share by closing the tax loopholes that 
corporations use to send jobs overseas and 
give CEO millions in untaxed bonuses. In-
stead, it invests in small business owners and 
Main Street to uplift those working in their 
communities. 

Our budget invests in our communities by 
fixing infrastructure, including the leaded pipes 
in places like Flint, and bringing broadband to 
libraries and schools. 

It invests over $1 trillion in the next genera-
tion—from universal pre-school to debt-free 
college—so that every child, no matter what 
family they’re born into, can get a high quality 
education. 

And it fully funds my Computer Science for 
All initiative, which would increase access to 
STEM programs for girls and students of 
color. 

Mr. Speaker, as a single mother, I know 
from experience that no parent working full- 
time should have to raise their family in pov-
erty. 

The People’s budget lays our plan to invest 
in and lift women, communities of color, and 
working families out of poverty. 

Our budget takes serious steps to end the 
scourge of poverty in America, including rais-
ing the wage to $15 an hour, offering universal 
child care, and expanding paid sick leave to 
all families. 

Finally, this budget lays out a plan to curb 
bloated Pentagon spending and reinvest in di-
plomacy and humanitarian aid. 

It would take long overdue action to reign in 
waste, fraud, and abuse at the Pentagon, and 
give us an audit so we can see where our tax-
payer dollars are going. And it would prohibit 
the expansion of US combat troops into Presi-
dent Trump’s unauthorized and illegal war in 
Syria. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a budget that we are 
proud to stand behind. This is a bold state-
ment of our principles and our promise to fight 
for the American people. 

This is our Roadmap for Resistance. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
HILLARD’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Hillard’s 3rd grade class at Randolph Elemen-
tary in Livonia, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Hillard’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Hillard’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Hillard’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Hillard and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 
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AMERICAN HELLENIC INSTITUTE 
LETTER TO PRESIDENT TRUM 
REGARDING TURKEY 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
include in the RECORD a letter from the Amer-

ican Hellenic Institute regarding President 
Trump’s upcoming meeting with Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan. As one of the co- 
chairs of the Congressional Hellenic Caucus, I 
have advocated for the rights of Greece and 
Cyprus against the intimidating actions of Tur-
key. Since Turkey’s Presidential referendum 
vote, Erdogan’s government continues to ig-
nore and violate long-standing international 
law and treaties—a threat to regional security 
and an impediment to regional interests, sta-
bility, and prosperity. 

As we have done times before, we must 
continue to condemn these acts of aggression 
and renew our call for President Erdogan’s 
government to demonstrate to the international 
community that it is committed to all inter-
national laws and agreements. Additionally, 
the United States and our strategic regional al-
lies must be better prepared to respond quick-
ly and forcefully to transgression of inter-
national law from any nation including NATO 
ally Turkey through targeted sanctions and for-
eign aid restrictions. 
President DONALD J. TRUMP, 
President of the United States, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: On behalf of the na-
tionwide membership of the American Hel-
lenic Institute (AHI), I write in advance of 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
visit to Washington to raise the Institute’s 
concern about how Turkey is a significant 
force of instability. In recent months, Tur-
key has elevated tensions in the Aegean Sea 
with NATO ally Greece, threatened Cyprus’ 
sovereign right to explore for natural gas 
within its exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 
and has infringed upon Cyprus’ EEZ, and 
President Erdogan has directed alarming 
rhetoric toward the European Union and its 
citizens. In February, I wrote to urge the ad-
ministration to act to uphold the rule of law 
and to call on Turkey, the provocateur of 
these tensions, to cease and desist with its 
actions that have dire implications to U.S. 
security interests. Now, AHI requests these 
issues, which demonstrate the instability for 
which Turkey is responsible, to be placed on 
your meeting agenda with President Erdogan 
on May 16. 

AEGEAN SEA 
Historically, Turkey has violated Greece’s 

sovereignty in the Aegean Sea on an almost 
daily basis. In 1996, Turkey’s claims to the 
Imia islets nearly led the two NATO allies to 
war over the islands. In recent years, the In-
stitute notes Turkey’s frequent and egre-
gious violations of NATO ally Greece’s sov-
ereignty in the Aegean Sea: 

In 2014, there were 3,045 total violations of 
Greek national airspace and Infringements 
of Air Traffic Regulations (ICAO) that re-
sulted in eight engagements with Hellenic 
Air Force interception fighters, according to 
the Hellenic National Defense General Staff. 

On March 1, 2015, Turkey unilaterally 
issued a Notice to Airmen (NOTAM), a move 
to reserve extensive airspace over the Ae-
gean Sea for military maneuvers that Greece 
protested. On March 3, 2015, Turkey canceled 
the NOTAM thanks to pressure from the U.S. 
and NATO. 

On July 15, 2015, six Turkish fighters 
crossed into Greek airspace 20 times—in a 
single day. 

On February 15, 2016, six Turkish fighter 
jets and a CN–235 maritime patrol aircraft 
violated Greek airspace 22 times—again, in a 
single day. 

In sum, 2,573 infringements and violations 
of Greece’s airspace occurred in 2016 

In fall 2016, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan has elevated tensions unnec-
essarily by publicly calling into question the 
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integrity of the Treaty of Lausanne. Now, on 
one day during the week of January 29 to 
February 4, 2017, Greece’s Ministry of De-
fense recorded 138 violations of Greek air-
space over islands in the Aegean Sea, which 
had to be intercepted. This is unprecedented. 
On the sea, Greek and Turkish ships were in-
volved in a ‘‘faceoff’ when a Turkish navy 
missile boat, and supporting crafts, entered 
and violated Greece’s territorial waters by 
the Imia islets. 

These Turkish provocations have caused 
Greece’s Defense Minister, Panos Kammenos, 
to state, ‘‘The Greek armed forces are ready 
to answer any provocation.’’ 

President Trump, Greece’s sovereignty in 
the Aegean Sea and respect for the Treaty of 
Lausanne, both of which are in the best in-
terests of the United States, must be re-
spected. Greece must expend immense finan-
cial resources to defend its sovereignty—up-
wards of $400 million a year—during an eco-
nomic crisis from which it is in the best in-
terest of the United States for Greece to 
emerge. Moreover, despite its economic dif-
ficulties, Greece continues to be of vital im-
portance for the projection of U.S. strategic 
interests by its geographic location and its 
strong, unwavering support for NATO. As 
home to the most important naval presence 
in the Mediterranean Sea, NSA Souda Bay, 
Crete, Greece has been critical to the deliv-
ery of U.S. troops, cargo, and supplies, pro-
viding access and extending the U.S. and 
NATO’s reach into the Middle East and 
North Africa. To illustrate, in 2015, more 
than 70 U.S. Navy and NATO ships and ves-
sels visited Souda Bay and more than 2,830 
U.S. Air Force and NATO planes utilized the 
115th Combat Wing on Crete. Also, more 
than 65 U.S. ships and more than 1,200 train-
ees utilized NMIOTC. 

In addition, Greece is a top contributor to 
the defense efforts of NATO, spending an es-
timated 2.38% of its GDP on defense. Greece 
is second behind only the United States in 
this regard. 

Greece aspires to achieve complete nor-
malized relations with Turkey, however, the 
latter, as official policy, continues to threat-
en Greece with war (casus belli) and pro-
motes territorial claims that are unfounded 
and devoid of any legal basis. These claims 
disregard all relevant treaties and agree-
ments in force, including the 1947 Paris 
Peace Treaty under which the Dodecanese Is-
lands and adjacent islets were ceded by Italy 
to Greece. Because the U.S. is a signatory to 
the 1947 Paris Peace Treaty, this Treaty is 
U.S. federal law which the U.S. is bound to 
enforce. Turkey’s ongoing dispute of 
Greece’s sovereignty in the Aegean was re-
affirmed by policy analysts following Tur-
key’s National Security Council meeting 
held in late March 2017, according to a press 
report. The analysts observed ‘‘. . . fiery 
rhetoric emanating from Ankara is not just 
to win over a domestic audience, saying that 
it underlines its core policy objectives with 
regard to the Aegean and the Eastern Medi-
terranean.’’ 

CYPRUS 

In March 2017, the Turkish Foreign Min-
istry condemned Cyprus’ research for nat-
ural gas within Cyprus’ exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ). In recent years, Turkey has vio-
lated international law by practicing ‘‘gun-
boat diplomacy’’ in the eastern Mediterra-
nean with an incursion into Cyprus’ EEZ. 
This has led Cypriot President Nicos 
Anastasiades to express concern about Tur-
key sparking a ‘‘hot incident’’ in the eastern 
Mediterranean. He stated, ‘‘I fear the period 
from now until the referendum in Turkey, as 
well as the effort to create a climate of fa-

naticism within Turkish society,’’ To further 
illustrate Turkey’s provocative actions are 
ongoing, Turkey issued a Navtex on April 19, 
2017 that according to one press report re-
serves ‘‘an area inside the island’s Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ), off Famagusta, to 
carry out seismic surveys between April 30 
and June 30.’’ The report elaborates on cov-
erage of the Navtex, stating it not only in-
cludes Cyprus’ EEZ, but it also extends into 
a part of Cyprus’ territorial waters. Adding 
to this development is Turkey’s intensified 
military presence in an area stretching 
south from Rhodes to the coast of Paphos in 
Cyprus and the issuance of three consecutive 
Notices to Airmen (NOTAM) for military ex-
ercise over Turkish-occupied northern Cy-
prus. Moreover, these threats in Cyprus’ EEZ 
are an endangerment to U.S. companies, 
such as ExxonMobil and Noble Energy, who 
have been, or will be, working to explore for 
hydrocarbons in the eastern Mediterranean. 

The Republic of Cyprus has the sovereign 
right under international law to explore and 
exploit its natural resources within its EEZ. 
The United States has repeatedly stated it 
supports Cyprus’ sovereign right to explore 
energy in its offshore areas. Cypriot govern-
ment officials, such as Foreign Minister 
Ioannis Kasoulides, have stated the island’s 
natural resources belong to all its people and 
that once a settlement is reached, potential 
revenues would be shared. 

Furthermore, regarding the Cyprus settle-
ment talks, which are at a near stand-still, 
instead of helping to provide stability by 
promoting a just settlement supported by 
both communities, Turkey continues to in-
sist on antiquated and obstructive stances. 
For example, Turkey’s insistence the Treaty 
of Guarantee allows for future unilateral 
Turkish military interventions, which is 
completely unacceptable and contradicts the 
governing principals of a European Union 
member state. Moreover, Turkey refuses to 
withdraw its 40,000 illegally-stationed troops 
on Cyprus. The withdrawal of Turkish troops 
would be a significant confidence building 
measure in the peace process. 

Meanwhile, Turkey’s relations with the 
European Union are at low-point. President 
Erdogan’s consolidation of power following 
the referendum vote of April 15 is of concern, 
leading to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe (PACE) to announce it 
will begin re-monitoring Turkey and also 
leading some members of European Par-
liament to state the EU will have to reassess 
its position on Turkey. In the lead-up to the 
April 15 referendum, President Erdogan 
called Europe the ‘‘center of Nazism.’’ This 
does not bode well for the fragile EU-Turkey 
deal on the migrant crisis, which if it falls 
apart, will have a detrimental effect on 
Greece, which took the brunt of the crisis in 
2015–16 with more than one million arrivals. 

Finally, AHI understands fully well that 
defeating ISIS will be at the top of your 
agenda with President Erdogan. However, 
the United States cannot depend on, or trust, 
Turkey as an ally in this important fight. 
‘‘Erdogan long played footsie with the Is-
lamic State; his government apparently 
helped arm, sell oil from, and open Turkish 
territory for use by ISIS. More recently he 
has targeted the Syrian Kurds, U.S. allies 
against ISIS,’’ writes Doug Bandow, senior 
fellow at the Cato Institute, an April 26, 2017 
opinion piece. Bandow concludes, ‘‘In the 
case of Turkey, President Erdogan has aban-
doned its long-standing affinity for the 
West.’’ Moreover, in a 2015 article, Robert 
Ellis cited a UN Security Council report that 
he states concludes: ‘‘Turkey has also pro-
vided the primary routes for arms smuggled 

to ISIL and the Al-Nusrah Front, an Al- 
Qaida affiliate.’’ Additionally, Turkey only 
agreed to help after the Turks ‘‘forced the 
U.S. into a yearlong negotiation’’ to use 
Incirlik air base to strike the Islamic State, 
according to Wall Street Journal com-
mentary. As a result, policy analysts have 
openly questioned whether Turkey should be 
a NATO member. To further illustrate this 
point, Turkey undermined the coalition’s ef-
forts to combat ISIS when it killed partner 
forces in a series of airstrikes in Syria and 
Iraq on April 25th. 

Therefore, AHI cautions that whatever fu-
ture assistance Turkey should grant the 
United States on ISIS must not come at the 
expense of true and tried allies who promote 
and advance U.S. national interests in the 
eastern Mediterranean region. 

President Trump, AHI’s perspective on 
these pressing issues are founded on the rule 
of law and are based on what is in the best 
interests of United States security in the re-
gion. Given the conduct and policies of the 
Erdogan regime, it is essential that the U.S. 
fundamentally re-assess our alliance and 
overall relationship with Turkey. We hope 
that you will make this point to President 
Erdogan. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 

NICK LARIGAKIS, 
President. 
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31ST ANNUAL DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA) NA-
TIONAL VETERANS GOLDEN AGE 
GAMES 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize the 31st Annual De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) National 
Veterans Golden Age Games (NVGAG) that 
will be held in Biloxi, Mississippi, May 7–11, 
2017. The National Veterans Golden Age 
Games give veterans with and without disabil-
ities an equal opportunity to demonstrate their 
competitive spirit through multi-event sports. 
The National Veterans Golden Age Games 
are open to veterans 55 years of age and 
older who are enrolled to receive healthcare 
through the VA. Competition events include air 
rifle, bowling, cycling, swimming, golf, and 
table tennis. 

The National Veterans Golden Age Games 
was established in 1983 to inspire older vet-
erans to remain physically active, regardless 
of age or ability. Thousands of competitors 
have achieved personal goals through rehabili-
tation and competition. It is inspiring to see so 
many veterans improve their quality of life 
through the National Veterans Golden Age 
Games. 

As a member of the Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard for 31 years, I know the important 
role physical fitness plays in the lives of our 
veterans. This program is a continued success 
as displayed by the many veterans who look 
to the National Veterans Golden Age Games 
for fulfillment on multiple levels. 

I am proud of all the veterans who are rep-
resenting the First Congressional District of 
Mississippi this year and wish them the best of 
luck. 
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