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Fairfield, AL, Fire Chief Kevin D. Sutton. Chief 
Sutton was a native of Birmingham, AL, who 
tragically passed in an auto accident on April 
30, 2017. His seasoned leadership, engaging 
personality, and heart for his community will 
certainly be missed. 

Chief Sutton attended Birmingham public 
schools and was a 1981 graduate of Phillips 
High School. Upon graduation, he pursued 
higher education at Mississippi Valley State 
University on an academic and football schol-
arship. Chief Sutton would later receive a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Public Safety 
Administration from Athens State University. 

Chief Sutton served with the City of Fair-
field, AL, for 23 years, the previous 13 years 
as Fire Chief. Prior to serving as Fire Chief, 
he served the city as a firefighter then as the 
city’s Fire Marshal. Under his leadership, Fair-
field Fire Department became an integral part-
ner with the Fairfield community. Chief Sutton 
coordinated several programs in the city for 
seniors and children, including the annual 
‘‘Safety is Fun Day,’’ which involves all city 
and private elementary schools in Fairfield. 
Chief Sutton also led the department’s involve-
ment in charitable works such as the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association’s ‘‘Boot Drive,’’ which 
collects money for Jerry’s Kids. 

Previously, Chief Sutton served on the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the State Fire Marshal’s 
Association and was the past President of the 
Central Alabama Fire Chief’s Association. He 
also served on the Executive Committee of 
the Alabama Fire Chief’s Association, and was 
the immediate past president of the Board of 
Directors for Better Basics, a nonprofit that 
provides literacy intervention, enrichment pro-
grams, and educational opportunities for ele-
mentary and middle-school students through-
out Alabama. Chief Sutton was also a proud 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

Chief Sutton is survived by his wife, Phyllis, 
and daughters, Tabathia Norman, Karmen 
Patterson, and Taylor Sutton. 

On a personal note, I will also remember 
Chief Sutton’s warm smile, generous heart 
and servant leadership. Although he left us too 
soon, his family should find comfort in the ex-
emplary life he led. Chief Sutton made a tre-
mendous impact on our community that will 
have a lasting significance. Chief Sutton will 
live on in the hearts and minds of the many 
people he touched. 

On behalf of the 7th Congressional District, 
the State of Alabama, and this nation, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing Fire 
Chief Kevin D. Sutton—an outstanding servant 
leader who faithfully served the Fairfield, AL 
community. 
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SUPPORT FOR THE PEOPLE OF 
ETHIOPIA 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to the continued and troubling 
pattern of repression committed by the Gov-
ernment of Ethiopia against its own citizens, 
and to express our support to the people of 
that country in their efforts to bring about 
peaceful reform to ensure their basic human 
rights as guaranteed by the Ethiopian constitu-

tion. To that end, my colleagues and I have in-
troduced a bi-partisan resolution expressing 
support for the people of Ethiopia and asking 
the Ethiopian government to take solid steps 
to address these many violations. 

On March 9th, the House Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee held hearings to discuss this 
important issue and what the United States 
can do to bring about positive change in Ethi-
opia. Among those who testified is a man from 
my own district, Deacon Yoseph Tafari of the 
St. Mary’s Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo 
Church located in Aurora, Colorado, who grew 
up in Ethiopia and has seen first-hand the 
daily struggle of those living in abject poverty 
and under government oppression. Deacon 
Yoseph was forced to flee Ethiopia in 1976 
and came to the U.S. as a refugee. Since 
then, both he and all of the courageous mem-
bers of the Ethiopian community in my district, 
including the Oromo and Amharas, have 
worked tirelessly to organize and help those 
still suffering from repression in their home 
country, and to bring crucial international 
awareness to their plight. 

Every day, Ethiopian-Americans bring im-
portant contributions and valuable diversity not 
only to my district, but all across America. I 
want to make clear that we support them and 
stand by them in these times of hardship. I 
represent the largest Ethiopian community in 
Colorado, and I will continue to monitor the sit-
uation in Ethiopia closely as well as continue 
working with local community leaders to raise 
awareness of this important issue and bring 
relief to the Ethiopian people. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER MA-
RINE LANCE CORPORAL (LCPL) 
CASEY LYNNE CASANOVA 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Marine Lance Cor-
poral (LCpl) Casey Lynne Casanova who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our great 
nation on May 2, 2008, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. LCpl Casanova was killed along 
with three other Marines when a roadside 
bomb was detonated while they were on patrol 
in Karmah, Iraq. Also killed were Sergeant 
Glen E. Martinez of Boulder, Colorado; Cor-
poral James Kimple of Amanda, Ohio; and 
Corporal Miguel A. Guzman of Norwalk, Cali-
fornia. 

LCpl Casanova was assigned to the Com-
bat Logistics Battalion 1, Combat Logistics 
Regiment 1, 1st Marine Logistics Group, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, 
California. LCpl Casanova served as a field 
radio operator. This was her first deployment 
to Iraq. 

LCpl Casanova grew up in McComb, Mis-
sissippi, where she sang in the chorus at Bass 
Memorial Academy in Purvis and played mul-
tiple musical instruments in the high school 
band. 

LCpl Casanova’s mother, Paula Carruth, 
shared that Casey decided to enlist in the U.S. 
Marine Corps while she was attending South-
west Community College in Summit, Mis-
sissippi. 

‘‘Casey had a servant’s heart,’’ Paula said. 
‘‘She wanted to serve, and the military allowed 
her to do that.’’ 

Paula says her daughter’s death was a trag-
edy, but triumph rose out of tragedy during a 
memorial service attended by more than 1,000 
people. The service was held at New Heights 
Baptist Church in McComb. 

‘‘It became so huge and overwhelming,’’ 
Paula said. ‘‘My community was and still is so 
amazing.’’ 

This summer, a portion of Highway 98 in 
Pike County will be named in LCpl Casa-
nova’s honor. 

LCpl Casanova is survived by her mother, 
Paula Carruth, and grandparents, John Paul 
and Kitty Carruth. 

LCpl Casanova devoted her life to military 
service. Her determination to serve will not be 
forgotten. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
ROLLINS’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Rollins’s 3rd grade class at Garfield Elemen-
tary in Livonia, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Rollins’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Rollins’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Rollins’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional District office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Rollins and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
JOSEPH S. MILLER 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the passing of a Capitol Hill icon, 
Joseph S. Miller, described by The Oregonian 
in 1987 as the dean of lobbyists in the nation’s 
capital who specialized in Pacific Northwest 
issues. Joe was a seminal figure in Northwest 
politics and became well-known in Wash-
ington, D.C. His career spanned over 70 
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years, and he earned a reputation for having 
great political insight and courage. 

Joe was a respected journalist and came 
from the infamous Class of 1943 at the Uni-
versity of Oregon, which included Les Ander-
son, Jeff Kitchens, Aaron U. Jones, and Bill 
Roth, Jr. After serving in the Army in the Aleu-
tian Islands during World War II, he wrote for 
Northwest newspapers. He covered drama, lit-
erature, labor, politics, sports, and music. One 
weekend, he covered a heavyweight fight, a 
college football game, and the Seattle Sym-
phony. The next day he ran into the president 
of the symphony, who said, ‘‘Joe, last night I 
thought I went to a symphony concert, but 
when I read your review this morning I knew 
I’d been to a title fight instead.’’ Gradually, pol-
itics and labor issues became Joe’s focus. 

In 1958, Joe moved his wife Rosalie Daggy 
Miller and their two daughters from Seattle to 
Washington, D.C., to become the executive di-
rector of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee. He helped elect many Democratic 
senators, including Senators Ed Muskie, Gay-
lord Nelson, Bill Proxmire, and Frank Church. 
Later he advised the presidential election of 
John F. Kennedy. The Washington Post once 
called him the Democrats’ answer to Madison 
Avenue. Senator Dick Neuberger said of Joe 
that he ‘‘would never base a campaign on per-
sonal malice or an appeal to a hate element. 
His politics are never bitter.’’ 

Joe had an almost encyclopedic memory for 
details and always told it like it was. These tal-
ents usually served him well as he rep-
resented clients such as the Marine Engineers 
Beneficial Association, United Steelworkers of 
America, American Association of Railroads, 
Port of Portland, Western Forest Industries 
Association, and Association of Oregon and 
California Land Grant Counties. 

A life-long Democrat, Joe had great friend-
ships and professional relationships with many 
Republicans. As he once said, ‘‘We would 
hash out issues all day long, but when 5 
o’clock came, we were all on the same side.’’ 
Joe and his second wife, Erna Wahl Miller, 
personal secretary to Senator Henry ‘‘Scoop’’ 
Jackson, were valued friends and hosts to 
many in their home on Capitol Hill until Erna’s 
death in 2004. 

In 2008, Joe’s memoir, The Wicked Wine of 
Democracy, was published by the University 
of Washington Press. The book is a candid 
look at politics from the 1950s onward. Joe 
wanted to call his memoir When Politics Was 
Fun, but the UW Press, publishing the book 
as a potential political-science text, had other 
ideas. 

For over 40 years, Joe met for lunch every 
Friday at the Irish Times on Capitol Hill with a 
drop-in group of old and new friends. He re-
spected ‘‘the wit and wisdom of his Friday 
lunch gang,’’ which represented a wide range 
of political thought. Joe’s ability to listen to 
other points of view and to find common 
ground kept his voice relevant and in demand 
throughout his life. 

Joe was a great believer in the ‘‘American 
Political Way’’ and said, ‘‘We have overcome 
many challenges over two centuries and have 
always emerged a stronger and more demo-
cratic nation as a result.’’ 

Thanks to Joe Miller for his dedication and 
contributions to the political process. His posi-
tive outlook and ability to adapt to changing 
times, even in his 90s, will be missed. 

OPPOSITION OF TRUMPCARE’S 
HIGHER COSTS, LESS COVERAGE, 
AND FEWER PROTECTIONS 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, the 
GOP healthcare bill today marks a dis-
appointing abdication of now more than 50 
years of work to invest in the health care of 
our citizens. The bill strips coverage from at 
least 24 million Americans. WHAT A SHAME. 

This GOP bill is being rushed to passage 
without an updated CBO score. My Repub-
lican colleagues should be ashamed of them-
selves for playing such silly, political games 
with the health of the American people and 1/ 
6th of the American economy. 

In my home state of Alabama, this GOP bill 
will exacerbate the cost of uncompensated 
care, which already exceeds $694 million an-
nually in Alabama. Alabama’s hospitals collec-
tively would see an increase of more than $97 
million (at least) in uncompensated care costs 
due to the coverage losses in this bill. 

This GOP bill will gut Medicaid, which is the 
single largest insurer for children in America. 
It is a lifeline for disabled and nursing home 
patients across my district and across this 
country yet this GOP bill slashes Medicaid by 
more than $800 billion. 

This GOP bill will be devastating to Amer-
ica’s hospitals. Children’s Hospital of Alabama, 
for example, is projected to lose $752 million 
in Medicaid revenues through 2026 under this 
bill. In 2018, the hospital would lose $1.4 mil-
lion in uncompensated care costs. I am hon-
ored to represent UAB here in Congress, 
which is Alabama’s largest employer and is 
set to lose $613 million in Medicaid revenues. 
Bad debt would increase by 90 million a year 
for the hospital. The CEO of UAB health, Dr. 
Will Ferniany, says the bill is ‘‘bad for Ala-
bama, bad for older people, bad for Alabama 
hospitals, and bad for the poor.’’ 

The good, hard-working people of America 
have much to lose under this GOP bill. 

Our rural hospitals can absolutely NOT af-
ford these cuts as this GOP bill will only wors-
en the rural hospital closure crisis. Almost 80 
percent of rural hospital closures since 2010 
have occurred in states that haven’t expanded 
Medicaid under the ACA. As Representative of 
a state with one of the most bare-bones Med-
icaid programs in the country, I know full well 
that capping and cutting Medicaid is not the 
direction we want to go in. 

Our sacred responsibility to make strategic 
investments in the health of every American 
has the stark and immediate urgency of right 
and wrong. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against this 
harmful GOP bill, which will result in higher 
costs, less coverage, and fewer protections. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF DR. JEREMY GREEN 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in honor of Dr. Jeremy Green of Green Bay, 

Wisconsin, and his more than five decades of 
service to the people of Northeast Wisconsin. 

When he graduated from at the University of 
the Witwatersrand in South Africa, he couldn’t 
have known how far his journey as a physi-
cian would take him or how many thousands 
of lives he would touch. From Johannesburg, 
Dr. Green began his remarkable personal and 
professional journey by heading to post-
graduate work in Belfast and London, then at 
Boston City Hospital, Jersey City Medical Cen-
ter, Cincinnati General Hospital and in the City 
of Melbourne, Australia. 

But it was when he reached Green Bay in 
1964 that he knew he had found his real 
home. He and his wife, Elizabeth, a British 
nurse, raised their family in Green Bay and 
then joined them as American citizens in 
1995. 

Over the years, he helped launch the Green 
Bay Area Free Clinic, UW-Green Bay’s stu-
dent health services and health services for 
the university’s athletic teams. 

Beyond his medical service, his contribu-
tions to community organizations in Northeast 
Wisconsin are simply too many to recount 
here. 

Dr. Green has been honored by groups 
ranging from the Northeastern Wisconsin Afri-
can-American Association to the State Medical 
Society of Wisconsin, from the Neville Public 
Museum to Scholarships, Inc. In 1987, he re-
ceived the Chancellor’s Award for Lifetime 
Service from UW-Green Bay and in 2000, he 
received the NFL Community Quarterback 
Award from the Green Bay Packers. 

In coming days, Dr. Green will step down 
from active practice in Green Bay. However, 
just as he always has, he will continue to 
serve his community and pursue his many in-
terests. We would expect nothing less from 
that young South African physician who some-
how found his way to Northeast Wisconsin, 
raising a proud family and lifting the lives of 
countless Americans along the way. 

f 

CELEBRATING FRED RISSER’S 
90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise along with my colleague, Rep. GWEN 
MOORE, to celebrate the 90th Birthday of Wis-
consin State Senator Fred Risser on May 5, 
2017. Born in Madison, Wisconsin in 1927, 
Mr. Risser was elected to Wisconsin’s Assem-
bly in 1956 and the Senate in 1962. He is cur-
rently the nation’s longest-serving state legis-
lator, and shows no sign of slowing down any-
time soon. 

Born and raised in Madison, Senator Risser 
is the fourth generation of his family to serve 
in the Wisconsin Legislature. His father, Fred 
E. Risser, grandfather, Ernest Warner, and 
great-grandfather Clement Warner, were all 
dedicated public servants. 

Mr. Risser joined the Navy just prior to his 
18th birthday. Trained as a medic, Mr. Risser 
spent time in Newport, R.I., then in Panama 
before he returned to the United States. Mr. 
Risser was educated in the Madison public 
schools, and then used the GI Bill to attend 
Carleton College and the University of Wis-
consin-Madison (where he earned a B.A.), and 
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