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IN RECOGNITION OF LARRY HAR-

RIS RECEIVING THE LIBERTY 
BELL AWARD 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Larry Harris for receiving the Cabarrus 
County Bar Association Liberty Bell Award. 

A native of North Carolina’s 8th District, 
Larry grew up in Kannapolis, where he at-
tended Winecoff High School and served as 
the senior class president before pursuing a 
history degree at the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill. He then enlisted in the US 
Marine Corps from 1961–1963 where he re-
ceived outstanding marks as a Rifleman. After 
finishing his service, Larry attended Wake For-
est Law School, graduating in 1965 before 
going on to practice law for 51 years in 
Cabarrus County. 

During his more than five decades in the 
legal field, Mr. Harris served in nearly every 
leadership role imaginable. He served as 
President of the Cabarrus County Bar Asso-
ciation, and was active with the NC Bar Asso-
ciation, NC Academy of Trial Lawyers and the 
Juvenile Court. Larry also ran for Congress in 
1978 and served as the Chairman of the 
Cabarrus County Republican Party. In addition 
to all of these activities, Larry found time to 
serve his community through numerous local 
civic organizations, serving as the Vice Presi-
dent of the Kannapolis Jaycees and President 
of the Winecoff Lions Club. He’s also been an 
active Shriner and Mason for decades. 

The Liberty Bell Award is presented by the 
Cabarrus County Bar Association to an indi-
vidual who educates people on and upholds 
the laws that support American freedom. 
Throughout his lifetime of involvement in 
Cabarrus County, Larry has helped many peo-
ple maintain their confidence in our judicial 
system by being a constant resource for any-
one in need. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Larry Harris as the Cabarrus Coun-
ty Bar Association Liberty Bell Award recipient 
and wish him well as he continues to serve 
our community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF COACH DONALD THOMPSON 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Coach Donald Thompson, the 
legendary coach of the Pahokee High School 
Football Team, who sadly passed away on 
April 10, 2017 at the age of 76. Coach 
Thompson was born in Harrisburg, Arkansas 
on Valentine’s Day in 1941. He spent his 
formative years in Pahokee, Florida, where he 
made friends in classrooms and on the foot-
ball field, many of whom remained close 
throughout his life. 

Coach Thompson went to college and 
played nose tackle for the Citadel Bulldogs in 
Charleston, South Carolina. In his junior year, 
his team won the Tangerine Bowl. He was 

then transferred to the University of Arkansas 
at Monticello, where he played football for the 
Boll Weevils and graduated with a degree in 
education. 

After college, Coach Thompson began his 
career, first in coaching and teaching, then as 
a regional sales manager for weightlifting com-
panies, before he was offered the head coach-
ing position at Pahokee High School. He 
coached the Blue Devils from 1984 to 1992, 
co-founded the famous Muck Bowl, an annual 
game that draws fans from throughout the 
Glades area and beyond. Coach Thompson 
guided his team to the first of many state 
championships in 1989. For these and many 
other exemplary accomplishments, on and off 
the gridiron, he was inducted into the Palm 
Beach County Sports Hall of Fame in 2008. 

Even after he retired from coaching, and de-
spite deteriorating health, he continued to vol-
unteer with the team, cleaning uniforms, fixing 
helmets and praying with players during prac-
tices and games. He loved being a part of the 
Pahokee High School Football Team and ath-
letic program. 

Although he was highly regarded as a foot-
ball coach, his true passions were his faith, 
family and friends. His true calling was to be 
an example to his family and everyone he en-
countered, especially his fellow congregants at 
the First United Church of Pahokee, his foot-
ball players and the children of Pahokee. In 
‘‘Coach T,’’ many found a man who would 
happily be the father figure they wanted and 
needed. His calming voice, caring demeanor 
and strength of character endeared him to ev-
eryone. 

Coach Thompson also loved sailing, spend-
ing countless hours on the waters of South 
Florida sailing his beloved Lake Okeechobee 
with his loving wife of 52 years, Alice, and his 
family. Coach Donald Thompson was truly one 
of a kind—a fine sportsman, a real gentleman 
and a credit to mankind. I was fortunate to 
know him and call him my friend. He will be 
dearly missed. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
HARRISON’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. Har-
rison’s 3rd grade class at Plymouth Christian 
Academy in Canton, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Harrison’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Harrison’s stu-
dents were eager to showcase their amazing 
artistic skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind 
program. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Har-
rison’s 3rd graders did not disappoint. Their 
creations are unique, innovative, and imagina-
tive. Their colorful artwork embodies our coun-
try’s bright and promising future with these 
sharp young minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Harrison and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HAMILTON COUNTY 
PARKS 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Hamilton County Parks 
and Recreation Department on the occasion of 
their 50th Anniversary. For the last half cen-
tury, the Hamilton County Parks and Recre-
ation Department has enriched our commu-
nity. Their greatly successful mission to pro-
vide high-quality parks and facilities, to be a 
leader in natural resource education and serv-
ices, and as an excellent resource for our 
community and its citizens has made Hamilton 
County one of the best places to live in Indi-
ana and in the United States. Thank you to 
the Staff and the Hamilton County Commis-
sioners who have served with distinction and 
have carried out the mission of the Hamilton 
County Parks and Recreation Department. 
The people of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional 
District are forever grateful for the contribu-
tions to our Hoosier community, and it is my 
distinct privilege to honor the Hamilton County 
Parks and Recreation Department today. 

Founded in 1967, Hamilton County Parks 
and Recreation Department ordinance was es-
tablished on March 11, 1967. The ordinance 
was filed May 1, 1967 in the office of Auditor 
John Randall. The inaugural board of directors 
were appointed for a two-year term beginning 
in 1968. Board meetings were held at the 
Commissioner’s Court in The Hamilton County 
Court House, located in Noblesville. The 
founding Board members included: Henry Bur-
gher as President, Jerry Barr as Secretary, 
Floyd Overdorf as a Member, and Paul 
Wheeler as a Member. Thanks to the foresight 
of the inaugural Board members, for the last 
50 years we have had an excellent park sys-
tem that has enriched the lives of our resi-
dents here in Hamilton County and all those 
who have visited. 

The Hamilton County Parks and Recreation 
Department created its first park in 1970 after 
acquiring Potter’s Bridge in Noblesville. Today 
the Parks Department oversees eleven parks: 
Bray Family Homestead Park, Cool Creek 
Park and Nature Center, Coxhall Gardens, 
Geist Park, Lafayette Trace Park, Morse Park 
& Beach, Potter’s Bridge Park, River Road 
Park, Riverwood Canoe Landing, Rookery 
Preserve, and Strawtown Koteewi Park. Each 
park has a unique experience to offer, and 
has brought fun and joy to the citizens and 
families of Hamilton County and to all those 
who visit. Nature trails, bird watching, water 
sports, natural history, archery, and many 
other great activities make our Parks in Ham-
ilton County world class. In addition to the 
thousands of acres of land to oversee, the 
Parks Department also offers workshops, 
school programs, and facilities. 
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On behalf of the citizens of Indiana’s Fifth 

Congressional District, I would like to con-
gratulate the Hamilton County Parks and 
Recreation Department on the celebration of 
its 50th Anniversary. I am proud that our Hoo-
sier state is home to an exemplary department 
such as this one. I wish the Hamilton County 
Parks and Recreation Department all the best 
as it embarks on its next 50 years of excel-
lence in Indiana. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN A. OBEE 
FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED LEGAL 
CAREER ON THE DAY OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John A. Obee, an attorney who has 
effectively served the State of Michigan for 
nearly 40 years, on the day of his retirement. 
Mr. Obee has had a distinguished career uti-
lizing his legal expertise on behalf of his cli-
ents and during his time in public service with 
the State of Michigan. 

After graduating from Wayne State Univer-
sity Law School in 1978, Mr. Obee began his 
legal career as a judicial law clerk with Justice 
Blair Moody, Jr. of the Michigan Supreme 
Court. He then served as an Assistant United 
States Attorney with the U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District until 1982, after which he en-
tered private practice. Mr. Obee’s work has fo-
cused primarily on real estate litigation, includ-
ing serving as an arbitrator for construction 
and labor matters. In addition, Mr. Obee has 
worked extensively on fair housing issues in 
Michigan and has served as a Hearing Ref-
eree for the Michigan Department on Civil 
Rights. He also has utilized his legal experi-
ence as an Adjunct Law Professor at Michigan 
State University and the University of Detroit 
Law School, where he taught classes on 
housing discrimination law. 

Mr. Obee has had an outstanding career as 
a lawyer and advocate for fair housing. He 
has received numerous accolades for his tire-
less advocacy on behalf of his clients, includ-
ing the Fair Housing Center of Metropolitan 
Detroit’s Fair Housing Leadership Award for 
his work on fair housing litigation. Additionally, 
Mr. Obee has served on numerous labor pan-
els, including the Federal Mediation on Concil-
iation Service and the Michigan Employment 
Relations Commission. Mr. Obee’s member-
ship on these panels, as well as his extensive 
contributions to trade publications and schol-
arly journals, underscore his legal expertise as 
well as his dedication to his clients. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring John A. Obee for his exceptional 
career as an attorney. Mr. Obee has had an 
outstanding legal career in public service and 
working in private practice. 

WORKING FAMILIES FLEXIBILITY 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to H.R. 1180, the Working 
Families Flexibility Act of 2017. This mis-
guided legislation would undermine nearly 80 
years of federal employment law guaranteeing 
overtime pay to employees who work more 
than 40 hours in a week at a given job. 

Income inequality in America has increased 
dramatically over the last four decades while 
the middle class continues to shrink. The aver-
age income for the top 0.01 percent of house-
holds grew 322 percent between 1980 and 
2015, compared to a 0.03 percent increase for 
the remaining 90 percent of households over 
the same period of time. Rising household ex-
penses like childcare, healthcare, housing, 
and education have made it even more dif-
ficult for families to climb the rungs of the eco-
nomic ladder, while approximately 47 million 
Americans continue to live below the federal 
poverty line, including over 15 million children. 

Congress should focus on policies and leg-
islation that help middle- and low-income 
households achieve economic mobility. In-
stead, H.R. 1180 would short-change hourly 
workers by allowing private sector employers 
to offer compensatory time off in place of 
overtime pay. By weakening existing require-
ments for overtime pay, employers can 
choose to offer overtime hours to employees 
who agree to receive compensatory time, 
while nothing in the bill guarantees that em-
ployees will be able to use their compensatory 
time when they wish to. Although employers 
are required to pay employees for any unused 
compensatory time, they have up to thirteen 
months to do so, and there are no protections 
for workers if the employer declares bank-
ruptcy or permanently closes its doors. 

At a time when the American Dream has 
become more difficult to attain, it is more crit-
ical than ever for Congress to take action that 
will make it easier for working parents to meet 
their responsibilities both at home and at work. 
These policies include increasing the federal 
minimum wage; providing households with 
paid sick and family leave; and ensuring work-
ers are guaranteed stable and predictable 
work schedules. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘No’ on H.R. 
1180, the Working Families Flexibility Act of 
2017. 

f 

HIGH SCHOOL HEROES RESCUE 
MAN FROM SUBMERGED CAR 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge two brave and honorable Carlyle 
High School seniors from my district, Tyler 
Guthrie and Tucker Johnson. The two stu-
dents showed compassion and great character 
when they saved a man’s life after his car 
flipped over into water on Saturday, April 22, 
2017. 

The victim was pulling off of Old US 50 into 
the Hatchery Park, trying to adjust his 
Bluetooth set when he received a phone call. 
Suddenly the man lost control of his Lexus, 
which flipped over onto its roof in the water. 
Luckily, driving behind the gentleman’s car 
were Tyler and Tucker, and they immediately 
sprang into action. 

The two young men could hear the man’s 
cries for help as they inspected the scene. 
Johnson quickly called 911, while Guthrie 
smashed in the rear window with a rock he 
had picked up. Johnson then assisted the man 
out of his overturned sinking car shortly before 
an ambulance arrived on the scene. 

I ask that we all join in honoring these two 
good Samaritans and use their selfless act as 
a reminder that we are all here to help one 
another. 

I stand today to salute Tyler Guthrie and 
Tucker Johnson for their contributions to this 
great society and to wish them the very best 
in all of their future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. 
KORPELA’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Ms. 
Korpela’s 3rd grade class at Nijo-Iro Japanese 
Immersion Elementary in Livonia, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Ms. Korpela’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the lst Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Ms. Korpela’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Ms. Korpela’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Ms. Korpela and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

JERUSALEM DAY 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
on May 14, 1948, the democratic State of 
Israel was founded. 

This week, 69 years later, we celebrate a vi-
brant, Jewish state located in the biblical 
homeland 
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