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twice a week to accommodate the growing
need of free, quality health care that still con-
tinues today.

Mr. Speaker, the RotaCare clinics’ commit-
ment to providing accessible, free health care
to those who would otherwise go without care
keeps our community thriving with healthy, ac-
tive people. It is therefore fitting to honor and
thank RotaCare Bay Area’s San Rafael clinic
for 20 years of success in adhering to the mis-
sion of providing health care to those who are
most in need and to offer best wishes on
many more years of important work.

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF FORT
HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL’S
MARCHING BAND

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR.

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Fort Hamilton High School
Marching Band on their 25th Anniversary.

Founded during the 1990 to 1991 school
year, the Fort Hamilton High School Marching
Band has been a mainstay for students, staff,
and parents alike. During its inaugural year,
the Marching Band was busy purchasing in-
struments, uniforms, and sheet music. Under
the guidance of Laurence Laurenzano, the As-
sistant Principal of Music at the time, 75 stu-
dents participated in their first competition at
Festival Disney in Disney World and Universal
Studios.

For the past 15 years, Thomas P. Oberle,
the Assistant Principal for Performing Arts, has
led the Fort Hamilton High School Marching
Band. Under his leadership, students have
performed in Canada, Atlanta, Williamsburg,
and Boston. Furthermore, they have also
marched in the Labor Day, St. Patrick’s Day,
Norwegian Day, Veterans Memorial Day, and
Greek Independence Day parades. Not to be
outdone, the Marching Band has also per-
formed at the Gridiron Gala for the National
Football League and United Way.

Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate the Fort
Hamilton High School Marching Band on their
25th Anniversary. Their success is proof of
their commitment, energy, and greatness.

———
WINNING THE FIGHT AGAINST
HUMAN TRAFFICKING: THE
FREDERICK DOUGLASS TRAF-

FICKING VICTIMS PREVENTION
AND PROTECTION ACT OF 2017

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, the subcommittee | chair held a
hearing on accelerating the fight against
human trafficking with particular focus on the
new Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims
Prevention and Protection Act of 2017—the
comprehensive, bipartisan legislation that my
friend and colleague Karen Bass and | intro-
duced last Thursday joined by Chairman
Royce, Representatives Jackson Lee, Brooks,
Frankel, Wagner, Cardenas, Poe, and Cos-
tello.
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In the fight to end modern day slavery, and
as the author of the landmark Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000, the new bill hon-
ors the extraordinary legacy of one of the
greatest Americans who ever lived.

Born a slave in 1818—we look forward to
celebrating the 200th anniversary of his birth
next year—Frederick Douglass escaped slav-
ery when he was 20 and dedicated his entire
life to abolishing slavery and, after emanci-
pation, to ending Jim Crow laws while strug-
gling for full equality for African American citi-
zens. A gifted orator, author, editor, statesman
(and Republican), he died in 1895.

The Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims
Prevention and Protection Reauthorization Act
authorizes $130 million over 4 years to pre-
vent human trafficking, protect victims, and
beef up prosecution at home and abroad.
Among other things, | note that this bill en-
courages more hotels at home and abroad to
put policies and trainings in place so that the
hotels are less likely to be used by human
traffickers to exploit children. To the extent
practicable, the U.S. Government will direct
U.S. Government travelers using taxpayer
money to use hotels that have taken affirma-
tive steps to end trafficking within their walls.

The new bill seeks to restore the credibility
of the Trafficking in Persons Report, produced
annually by the Department of State, to hold
countries accountable for progress, or the lack
thereof, in the fight against human trafficking.
Talk is cheap—we insist on sustainable action.

This report scrutinizes more than 190 coun-
tries—with the credible threat of serious sanc-
tion for egregious violators branded Tier 3—to
improve their trafficking laws and actions.

But in several notable cases, particularly in
2015, countries that should have been held
accountable by the last administration with
Tier 3 designations were given a pass—coun-
tries such as Malaysia, Cuba, China, Oman,
Uzbekistan, and others. The new bill tries to
ensure that countries complicit in trafficking
are held accountable. No politics. Ever. And it
will remove from current law the presumption
that countries failing to quantify convictions
and identify victims somehow deserve passing
grades.

IJM’s Policy Director Tim Gehring under-
scored that concern in his testimony today
stating, “The politicization of the tier rankings,
against the advice of the anti-trafficking ex-
perts at TIP Office is to the detriment of the
annual report, the U.S. Government’s leader-
ship on combatting this human rights abuse,
and, ultimately, to the people exploited in the
countries which receive an undeserved higher
ranking.”

Last year alone, | chaired two hearings on
this: “Accountability Over Politics: Scrutinizing
the Trafficking in Persons Report” in July and
earlier in March, “Get it Right This Time: A
Victims-Centered Trafficking in Persons Re-
port.”

| was profoundly disappointed that the
Obama Administration chose to politicize tier
rankings rather than speak the truth to power.
If the Trump Administration follows that dan-
gerous precedent | will be no less a critic.

The Frederick Douglass Act will limit the
amount of time a country can stay on the
warning, Tier 2 Watch List, inspiring countries
to take action against trafficking today, not in
four years when their warnings are up.

The Act will also ensure that countries still
using child soldiers, such as Afghanistan,
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where boys are on the front lines fighting the
Taliban by day and being used as sex slaves
at night, stop this obscene practice before
being allowed to partner with the U.S. mili-
tary—something Green Beret Sergeant First
Class Charles Martland tried to do at great
personal cost.

The Act will also ensure that waivers for
countries using child soldiers are not abused.
In 2016, only three of 10 countries designated
as using child soldiers were not allowed to ac-
cess funds, and these were the countries we
did not fund anyway. The Act will ensure that
the waiver is used only in cases where the
President can ensure steps are being taken to
address the recruitment and use of child sol-
diers.

In addition, the Act will help keep goods
made by child trafficking victims out of the
United States by ensuring continued funding
for and enhancing the specificity of Depart-
ment of Labor reports on slave-made goods.

Provisions in the Act will prevent the abuse
of domestic servants in embassies and diplo-
matic homes in the United States. Diplomats
and their families in the U.S. are getting off
scot-free after trafficking domestic servants in
their homes—we are going to change that.
Trafficking is illegal here, no matter who you
are.

The Act encourages accountability for U.S.
Government funds going abroad to help traf-
ficking victims, and strengthens implementa-
tion of U.S. laws and regulations to prevent
government purchases from putting money in
the hands of traffickers.

We welcomed several of the top anti-human
trafficking organizations who have endorsed
the legislation, including ATEST, the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops, which sub-
mitted testimony for the record, and Frederick
Douglass Family Initiatives, whose work edu-
cating children about the threat of trafficking
has inspired this legislation.

————

HONORING THE DISABLED VET-
ERANS MEMORIAL IN TUNION,
MISSOURI

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Disabled Veterans Memo-
rial in Union, Missouri. The memorial is lo-
cated in Veterans Memorial Park which broke
ground in 2013 to provide nearly 44 acres of
multi-use facilities for the Union community.
This dedication of this beautiful memorial is
taking place on Sunday, May 7, 2017. May 7th
also marks a historic day when, in 1945, Nazi
Germany unconditionally surrendered to the
allies at Reims, France, ending World War |l
in the European theater. | can think of no bet-
ter day to reflect on the sacrifices that our
men and women in uniform make every day.
This day of dedication will feature numerous
members of the Union community and local
veterans including: pastors, legion honor
guard, and local high school bands.

This memorial has been 20 years in the
making and would not be a reality without the
dedication of stakeholders throughout Mis-
souri. The memorial has been funded through
private donations from individuals and groups
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within the community. With the cost for this
memorial totaling around $240,000, this major
undertaking clearly demonstrates the commit-
ment of these citizens to bringing honor and
distinction to the Disabled Veterans of Mis-
souri and the United States. The memorial not
only honors the Disabled Veterans that served
so proudly, but also honors Prisoners of War
and those who are Missing in Action. Addition-
ally, this memorial is endorsed by the National
Paralyzed Veterans of America and the Frank-
lin County Disabled Veterans of America.

| ask you to join me in recognizing the Dis-
abled Veterans Memorial in Union, Missouri.
This memorial will show the gratitude we feel
as a nation for those who have worn the uni-
form and sacrificed so much for this great na-
tion.

———

HONORING AUDREY NIXON

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to remember a dedicated public servant and
dear friend, Audrey Nixon, who passed away
at the age of 81.

Since 1982, Audrey tirelessly served the
communities of Waukegan, North Chicago,
Park City, and Gurnee with distinction and
grace as a member of the Lake County Board.

She was known and universally admired as
the matriarch of the Lake County Board—not
just for her tenure, which was longer than any
other member—but for her ability to bridge the
divides of partisan politics and bring out the
best in her colleagues, working together for
the residents of Lake County.

Audrey was a fierce advocate for her con-
stituents, determinedly promoting diversity, in-
clusion, and opportunity.

She was the long-time chair of the Law and
Judicial Committee, where she exercised her
passion and commitment to civil justice for all.

She was an energetic supporter of
YouthBuild, which has helped countless young
adults complete their education, get needed
counseling, and learn critical job skills to put
them on the path to success.

Thanks to Audrey, future generations to
come will continue to enjoy the beauty and se-
renity of Greenbelt Forest Preserve.

Audrey is survived by her three children and
twenty grandchildren.

She will be fondly remembered and sorely
missed by her many friends, her congregation
at Christian Valley Missionary Baptist Church
in North Chicago, and the myriad constituents
whose lives she touched through her decades
of service to Lake County.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE
OF COMMANDER DONALD

“HOPPY” HANSON

HON. DAVID A. TROTT

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise in
recognition of the service of Commander Don-
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ald “Hoppy” Hanson of Novi, Michigan and in
celebration of his 93rd birthday.

Serving in World War |l, the Korean War,
and the Vietnam War, Commander Hanson
served his country valiantly, defending our na-
tion’s fundamental principles of freedom and
democracy around the world.

He has been an unwavering defender of lib-
erty, and it is thanks to him that we have the
privilege to live in the greatest country in the
world.

Commander Hanson represents the best of
our great country. He’s a strong believer in the
traditions built by Americans before him, but
he never lost sight of the future of our nation.

As a Livonia school teacher for 20 years, he
nurtured the promise of every generation to
come, enriching the minds of the next genera-
tion, the future of a nation he fought so coura-
geously to preserve.

Today, | echo an eternally grateful nation in
thanking Commander Hanson for his devout
service and in celebration of his 93rd birthday.

———

HONORING RANDI KLABER

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, those who give
their time and effort in service to their commu-
nity have the ability to make a truly positive,
lasting impact. For the Westchester Jewish
Center, no one has made a greater impact
than Randi Klaber, who this year is being hon-
ored at the organization’s 66th Annual Spring
Gala.

Randi Klaber joined Westchester Jewish
Center in 1992 and is a longtime WJC Trustee
and a past WJC Officer. As a two time Sister-
hood President she helped revitalize this es-
sential organization for the women in the com-
munity. Randi is involved in committees as
varied as Musical Enrichment, Gala planning
and the interior design of the building. She
has been involved in several search commit-
tees and helps care for seniors in our commu-
nity.

Randi is an Interior Designer and freelance
graphic designer by trade. She’s an oil painter
and member of the Mamaroneck Artists’ Guild.
She brings her artistry skills to WJC as well.
She has designed advertising materials and
logos and a painting that hangs in the memo-
rial chapel.

Randi has been instrumental in building
WJC into a revered and vibrant center of our
Jewish lives. Randi has played an important
role in the lives of 500 member families who
call WJC their second home.

There is no doubt that the entire West-
chester Jewish Center community is better off
thanks to the work and efforts of Randi. On
this special occasion, | want to personally con-
gratulate her on receiving this well-deserved
recognition and thank her for all she has done
in the community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF WOMEN GIVING
BACK

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to use this time to recognize the 10th An-
niversary of Women Giving Back, a local non-
profit organization in Virginia’s 10th District
dedicated to helping women and children less
fortunate. Women Giving Back focuses on
providing homeless women and children in cri-
sis with appropriate clothing to boost their con-
fidence and self-esteem as they attempt to
enter the workforce or fit in at school. On the
second Saturday of each month, the Women
Giving Back store, in Sterling, Virginia, opens
its doors to hundreds of homeless women and
children, allowing them to shop from its do-
nated collection completely free of charge.

Women Giving Back was founded in 2007
as a program of HomeAid NoVA, a non-profit
that, since 2001, has completed over 100
projects, building and renovating housing and
shelter facilities across Northern Virginia. In
2015, Women Giving Back established their
own non-profit, separating from HomeAid
NoVA, however the two organizations still
work together, helping thousands receive both
clothing and shelter each year.

Since its inception, Women Giving Back has
distributed over 500,000 items to more than
23,000 women and 15,300 children from over
100 shelters across Northern Virginia. Today,
potential shoppers work with case managers
at Women Giving Back to determine their eligi-
bility and schedule times to shop, and once
they are approved, qualified shoppers can ob-
tain up to 50 clothing items per month. To
support this large-scale monthly program,
throughout the year staff and volunteers sort
clothing, coordinate clothing drives, conduct
community outreach, and fundraise. The ardu-
ous process, which the staff and volunteers
undertake to serve the shoppers, is a true tes-
tament to the generosity, hard work, and dedi-
cation of the volunteers and staff at Women
Giving Back.

One annual fundraiser that has garnered a
great deal of popularity and community in-
volvement is the Cinco De Mayo event, which
helps the organization sustain its store pro-
gram throughout the year. It is entertaining,
forward thinking, community events, like the
Cinco De Mayo event, that have helped the
organization thrive and maintain its strong
presence in our community for the past 10
years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in rec-
ognizing the 10th Anniversary of Women Giv-
ing Back and in thanking them for their com-
mitment and service to our community. The ef-
forts and contributions from the staff, volun-
teers, corporate sponsors, and our community
are truly exemplary, and | wish them all the
best in their future endeavors.
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