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TRIBUTE TO SHIRLEY AND ELVIN 

BREACH 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Shirley 
and Elvin Breach of Atlantic, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 60th wedding anni-
versary. They celebrated their anniversary on 
February 16, 2017 and were married at the 
Little Brown Church in Nashua, Iowa. 

Shirley and Elvin’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 60th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBIN 
SPROUL FOR HER OUTSTANDING 
CAREER WITH ABC NEWS 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Robin Sproul for her work with 
ABC News as she prepares to begin the next 
chapter in her storied career. For the past 41 
years, Ms. Sproul has had an accomplished 
career as a journalist with ABC and has 
helped make it a world-class news organiza-
tion that maintains the highest standards of 
professionalism. In sum, she has become one 
of Washington’s most respected journalists. 

Ms. Sproul began her career as a news as-
signment manager WMAL-Radio in Wash-
ington, D.C. in 1976. She then joined ABC 
News in 1981 as a Washington bureau chief 
for ABC News Radio, covering election anal-
ysis and political conventions. In addition to 
these responsibilities, Ms. Sproul produced 
U.S. radio coverage of military operations, in-
cluding missions in the Persian Gulf. In 1993, 
she was named vice president and Wash-
ington bureau chief for ABC News, where she 
supervised and directed the organization’s TV, 
radio and digital coverage of Washington, D.C. 
Ms. Sproul excelled in her role covering na-
tional news and events and also served as the 
organization’s liaison with the federal govern-
ment. In 2014, she was promoted to Vice 
President of Public Affairs for ABC News, 
where she focused on the network’s political 
debates and external relations in Washington, 
D.C. 

Ms. Sproul has had an outstanding tenure 
at ABC and was critical to the growth and suc-
cess of the organization. Throughout her ca-
reer, Ms. Sproul has earned numerous honors 
for her balanced and comprehensive coverage 
of important events. She was a member of the 
ABC News team to win an Emmy for their 

coverage of President Barack Obama’s Inau-
guration. In addition, Ms. Sproul has won 
George Foster Peabody Awards for coverage 
of September 11 attacks and coverage of U.S. 
military actions in the Persian Gulf. These ac-
colades underscore her commitment to honest 
and accessible coverage of the news, as well 
as the respect she has among her industry 
peers. Through it all, Ms. Sproul recognized 
the importance of mentoring, especially other 
women. Breaking many glass ceilings herself, 
she has always practiced women supporting 
women. She will be missed as she moves on 
to a new stage in her career. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Robin Sproul for her work with 
ABC News. Her hard work, knowledge and 
professionalism have been vital to making 
ABC News the organization that exists today. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PATSY AND PAUL 
O’NEILL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Patsy and 
Paul O’Neill of Neola, Iowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of their 50th wedding anniver-
sary. They were married on March 29, 1967 at 
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. 

Patsy and Paul’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, regretfully, I 
missed votes on H.J. Res. 99 as I was at the 
White House for the signing of an executive 
order on offshore energy resources. American 
energy policy is critically important to my dis-
trict. I look forward to being part of future work 
in the House on fiscally responsible spending 
measures. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: YEA on Roll Call No. 235, and YEA on 
Roll Call No. 236. 

f 

HONORING RETIRING ORLAND 
PARK MAYOR DAN MCLAUGHLIN 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mayor Dan McLaughlin who served the 

Village of Orland Park as an elected official for 
34 years. 

Dan McLaughlin was elected mayor of the 
village six times beginning in 1993. Prior to his 
election as mayor he served eight years as a 
Orland Park Trustee, starting his service to the 
community in 1983. 

During his 34 years serving Orland Park, 
Dan McLaughlin has seen the population of 
the village expand from around 25,000 to 
nearly 59,000. As mayor, he helped drive sig-
nificant commercial and public infrastructure 
development. He recently oversaw the con-
struction of the ‘‘Main Street Triangle,’’ a 27- 
acre site in the center of the community. This 
includes the 108,000-square-foot University of 
Chicago Medicine Center for Advanced Care. 
Significant improvements to La Grange Road 
were also completed under Mayor McLaughlin. 

Dan McLaughlin has been a champion of 
veterans during his public service, honoring 
those who have served our nation. He was 
also instrumental in Orland Park’s Special 
Recreation programs for the handicapped and 
was a leader in open lands preservation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mayor Dan McLaughlin for his 
public service and thank him for all that he 
has done for Orland Park and the region. I 
wish him the best in all his future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF 
URBANDALE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the City of Urbandale, 
Iowa, on the 100th anniversary of the city’s in-
corporation. 

The City of Urbandale was first incorporated 
on April 16, 1917. Many early residents found 
employment in several local coal mines until 
those were closed by the late 1940s. 
Urbandale was also a ‘‘street car suburb,’’ 
where residents could commute to their jobs in 
the city via a street car on the ‘‘Urbandale 
Line’’ until they were replaced by Trolley 
buses in the early 1950s. Over the decades 
the town saw homes go up, restaurants and 
business open and flourish, and people from 
all over pass through its streets, from presi-
dential candidates to its most famous visitor, 
Pope John Paul II, when he held mass at Liv-
ing History Farms in 1979. At its core, 
Urbandale is an Iowa town where you want to 
raise your family. At its inception, only 298 
people called it home. Today, Urbandale 
houses over 40,000 residents. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent the 
citizens of Urbandale in the United States 
Congress and I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing the City of Urbandale 
nothing but continued success. 
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IN HONOR OF ERNEST ‘‘ERNIE’’ 

DIPIETRO 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to honor 
a dear friend, Ernest ‘‘Ernie’’ DiPietro. Ernie 
passed away on April 24th at the age of 73. 
Ernie dedicated his life to public service, leav-
ing behind a legacy in Cheshire, Connecticut 
that will never be forgotten. 

Ernie was born in Chicago, Illinois on Feb-
ruary 27, 1944. He graduated from Croft High 
School in Waterbury, before going on to earn 
his Bachelor’s Degree at the University of New 
England, and his Master’s Degree at the Uni-
versity of Hartford. Ernie proudly served our 
country in the U.S. Army Reserves during the 
Vietnam War. Reflecting his commitment to all 
who have served in the Armed Forces, Ernie 
served as American Legion Commander for 
Storrs Post 92 of Cheshire, enhancing the 
lives of our veterans, military, and their fami-
lies, both at home and abroad. 

A committed educator, Ernie taught for the 
Wolcott Public School System and was a 
member of the Mattatuck Community College 
faculty. Ernie will always be remembered by 
friends and family for his great passion for pol-
itics and the nearly three decades that he led 
the Cheshire Democratic Party. I am grateful 
for his many years of friendship and his guid-
ance to me and so many others who have 
served our beloved town. 

Ernie’s involvement and leadership in nu-
merous social organizations has made an im-
measurable impact on the Cheshire commu-
nity. Ernie was a co-marshal for Cheshire’s 
Memorial Day parade, as well as an integral 
member of the Cheshire Veterans Council. 
Fellow member of the Cheshire Veterans 
Council, Leslie Marinaro, remembers Ernie’s 
years of dedication fondly, stating, ‘‘Ernie’s 
footprint will remain forever in Cheshire and 
among our veterans.’’ In addition, Ernie was 
active in many other organizations, including 
the Cheshire Kiwanis Club, Cheshire Land 
Trust, Cheshire Historical Society, and the 
Friends of Cheshire Library. 

Ernie was also a devoted family man. He 
loved his wonderful wife of 46 years, Carol, 
who shared his passion for politics and public 
service. Ernie will also be missed by his broth-
er-in-law, cousins, nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews, and his many friends. 

I had the great fortune to know Ernie 
DiPietro and call him my friend. His warm 
heart, sense of humor, infectious smile, and 
love of life touched all who knew him. He truly 
left the world a better place. 

Ernie’s life embodied the spirit of civic en-
gagement that strengthens our communities, 
and makes our country a better place. His 
contributions to the Town of Cheshire, the 
State of Connecticut, and to the United States 
of America will not be forgotten. Ernie, we love 
you and miss you. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 

meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, May 
2, 2017 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MAY 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
To hold hearings to examine Department 

of Defense laboratories and their con-
tributions to military operations and 
readiness. 

SR–222 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine investing in 

America’s broadband infrastructure, 
focusing on exploring ways to reduce 
barriers to deployment. 

SR–253 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine infrastruc-

ture project streamlining and effi-
ciency, focusing on achieving faster, 
better, and cheaper results. 

SD–406 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Multilateral Inter-

national Development, Multilateral In-
stitutions, and International Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Environmental 
Policy 

To hold hearings to examine global phi-
lanthropy and remittances and inter-
national development. 

SD–419 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

SD–226 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine defense in-
novation and research funding. 

SD–192 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold hearings to examine the econ-
omy and private sector growth. 

SD–608 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Personnel 

To hold hearings to examine building a 
flexible personnel system (F.A.S.T. 
Force) for a modern military. 

SR–222 

MAY 4 

Time to be announced 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 139, to 
implement the use of Rapid DNA in-
struments to inform decisions about 
pretrial release or detention and their 
conditions, to solve and prevent violent 
crimes and other crimes, to exonerate 
the innocent, to prevent DNA analysis 
backlogs, and S. 534, to prevent the 
sexual abuse of minors and amateur 
athletes by requiring the prompt re-
porting of sexual abuse to law enforce-
ment authorities. 

TBA 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Special Operations Command. 

SD–G50 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine reauthoriza-

tion of the National Flood Insurance 
Program. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the threat 

posed by electromagnetic pulse and 
policy options to protect energy infra-
structure and to improve capabilities 
for adequate system restoration. 

SD–366 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine inter-
national development, focusing on 
value added through private sector en-
gagement. 

SD–419 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Military Construction 

and Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine telemedi-
cine in the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, focusing on leveraging tech-
nology to increase access, improve 
health outcomes, and lower costs. 

SD–124 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Aviation Operations, 

Safety, and Security 
To hold hearings to examine questions, 

answers, and perspectives on the cur-
rent state of airline travel. 

SR–253 

2 p.m. 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters. 

SH–219 

MAY 8 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism 

To hold hearings to examine Russian in-
terference in the 2016 United States 
election. 

SD–226 

MAY 10 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 772, to 
amend the PROTECT Act to make In-
dian tribes eligible for AMBER Alert 
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