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Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 

Mark on his induction into the Hall of Fame at 
Thomas Jefferson High School. I am proud to 
represent him in the United States Congress. 
I ask that my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Mark and in wishing him nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GREG MARIUS 

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Greg Marius. 

Known affectionately as ‘‘the Commis-
sioner’’, Mr. Marius founded the Entertainer’s 
Basketball Classic (EBC) at Holcombe Rucker 
Park in Harlem in 1982. Originally conceived 
of as a way for rival hip-hop crews to establish 
blacktop bragging rights, the EBC has evolved 
into the world’s premier streetball basketball 
showcase. 

A highlight on the City’s summer calendar 
for decades, the EBC pits playground stand-
outs against the country’s most talented pro-
fessional players, all provided free of charge 
to the delight of thousands of exuberant fans. 
NBA stars like LeBron James, Kevin Durant, 
and Vince Carter have all played in the tour-
nament, facing off against the best 
streetballers Harlem has to offer. 

As one of the first people to connect basket-
ball and hip-hop music, Mr. Marius created an 
all-inclusive atmosphere that celebrated the 
game, its culture, and its fans. Through his ag-
gressive promotion, Mr. Marius enlisted hip- 
hop stars like Jay-Z, Sean ‘‘Diddy’’ Combs, 
Fat Joe, and others to sponsor teams, helping 
to attract corporate sponsors like Reebok and 
Gatorade and raise the profile of the EBC to 
an unprecedented level. 

By remaining committed to keeping the EBC 
in Harlem, Mr. Marius had a far-reaching im-
pact on our community. A lifelong Harlem resi-
dent, he often spoke of how fortunate he was 
to create memories in the neighborhood where 
he grew up. He also prided himself on keeping 
alive the legacy of Holcombe Rucker, the 
park’s namesake who founded his own tour-
nament in 1946 that provided neighborhood 
youths a positive outlet to keep them off the 
streets. 

Further, by taking a touring version of the 
EBC on the road to other cities Mr. Marius 
played an integral role in broadening 
streetball’s audience. Without Greg Marius, it 
is safe to say that New York City, specifically 
Holcombe Rucker Park in Harlem, would not 
be the international symbol of basketball prow-
ess that it is today. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay remem-
brance to Mr. Marius and ask that we continue 
to carry along his legacy and love for 
streetball in Harlem. 

TRIBUTE TO ROSE AND LOUIS 
STORTENBECKER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Rose and 
Louis Stortenbecker of Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
on the very special occasion of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. They celebrated their anni-
versary on April 2, 2017. 

Rose and Louis’ lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DANIEL 
MCGONIGAL 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor 
Daniel McGonigal of the Springfield Township 
Fire Company. Daniel joined the Company in 
2013. Two years later, he decided to also an-
swer the call to service for his country and 
joined the U.S. Navy. Despite his full-time 
service to the nation, Daniel does his most to 
help the Fire Company and his community 
when he returns home on leave. 

As a pillar of Springfield Township, Daniel 
has rightly been nominated as VFW Firefighter 
of the Year as part of the 25th Annual Spring-
field Loyalty Day. 

I thank Daniel for his service. 
f 

HONORING THE DEFENDERS OF 
BATAAN AND CORREGIDOR AND 
REMEMBERING THE FALL OF 
BATAAN AND CORREGIDOR IN 
MAY 1942 

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor 
in remembrance of the 75th Anniversary of the 
fall of Bataan and Corregidor in May of 1942. 
From December 8, 1941 until May 6, 1942 
American soldiers, marines, sailors, nurses 
and airmen fought along-side the members of 
Philippine army in defense of the Philippine 
Archipelago. 

On December 8, 1941, a day after the infa-
mous attack on Pearl Harbor, bombs were 
dropped on Clark Field, starting what would 
become known as the Philippine Campaign or 
the Battle of the Philippines. 

On April 9, 1942, after fighting for four 
months without reinforcements and supplies, 
Major General Edward King, Jr. surrendered 
the forces under his command on the Bataan 
Peninsula. Upon surrender of the American 
and Filipino forces, the Japanese encountered 
twice as many captives as reports had esti-
mated, thus creating an enormous logistical 
challenge—the transport and movement of 
over 60,000 starving, sick, and debilitated pris-
oners and over 38,000 equally weakened civil-
ian noncombatants that had been caught up in 
the battle. The prisoners and refugees had to 
be moved north to get them out of the way of 
the final Japanese assault on Corregidor, but 
there was simply not enough mechanized 
transport to move the masses of wounded, 
sick, and weakened prisoners. The Japanese 
solution was to force march the 60,000 pris-
oners north from Mariveles to San Fernando 
and from Capas to Camp O’Donnell—a dis-
tance of approximately 66 miles. 

This has become known as the Bataan 
Death March. Starting on April 9, 1942 and 
lasting for seven days, credible sources report 
widely differing prisoner of war casualties— 
from 5,000 to 18,000 Filipino deaths and 500 
to 650 American deaths—that resulted. Forced 
to march without food or water, many simply 
could not continue. Prisoners were bayoneted, 
shot or buried alive if they could not walk. If 
any tried to escape they were shot. 

The final assault on American and Filipino 
forces in defense of the Philippines came on 
May 5, 1942 with an assault on the island of 
Corregidor and ended on May 8, 1942—when 
General Jonathan M. Wainwright surrendered 
forces under his command to the Japanese 
commander, Lt. General Masaharu Homma of 
the 14th Japanese Army, thus ending the Bat-
tle for the Philippines. 

For the next three and a half years Ameri-
cans were held by the Japanese in the Phil-
ippines, Formosa, Korea, China and Japan in 
POW camps and forced to work for Japanese 
companies in support of the Japanese war ef-
fort. When Japan finally surrendered, Amer-
ican forces sent to Japan found these men 
and women emaciated—some weighing as lit-
tle as a third of their normal weight. Suffering 
for three and a half years, these men and 
women endured unspeakable hardships and 
atrocities at the hands of their captors. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring and remembering those who suf-
fered so much in the name of freedom during 
World War II on this, the 75th Anniversary of 
the Bataan Death March and the Battle for the 
Philippines. We are eternally grateful for men 
such as Ed Jackfert of Wellsburg, West Vir-
ginia—who is still with us—as well as those 
who have recently passed such as Joe Vater, 
Abie Abraham and Lester Tenney. These men 
were part of the Greatest Generation and 
fought in defense of their country during World 
War II. 

f 

BUILDING SAFETY MONTH 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, today marks 
the beginning of Building Safety Month, and I 
would like to recognize the men and women of 
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the International Code Council who have dedi-
cated their livelihoods to ensuring the safety of 
Americans both in their homes and work-
places. 

Building safety and fire prevention officials, 
architects, engineers, builders, and others in 
the construction industry work year-round to 
ensure the safe construction of buildings. It is 
through their efforts that our nation continues 
to address critical safety issues in the built en-
vironment that affect our citizens, both, in ev-
eryday life and in times of natural disaster. 

These individuals, who are dedicated mem-
bers of the International Code Council, de-
velop and implement the highest quality codes 
to protect Americans in the buildings where 
we work, live, and play. The International 
Codes, the most widely adopted building safe-
ty and fire prevention codes in the nation, are 
used by most U.S. cities, counties, and by all 
50 states. These modem building safety codes 
also include safeguards to protect the public 
from natural disasters, such as hurricanes, 
snowstorms, tornadoes, wildland fires, and 
earthquakes. 

Each year, in observance of Building Safety 
Month, Americans are asked to consider 
projects to improve building safety at home 
and in the community, and to acknowledge the 
essential services provided to all of us by local 
and state building departments and federal 
agencies in protecting life and property. Build-
ing Safety Month, which is sponsored by the 
International Code Council, reminds the public 
about the critical role of our communities’ 
largely unsung heroes of public safety—our 
local code officials—who help prevent count-
less fires and accidents. ‘‘Code officials: Part-
ners in Community Safety and Economic 
Growth,’’ the theme for Building Safety Month 
2017, encourages all Americans to raise 
awareness of the importance of building safe-
ty. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking the 
International Code Council as they recognize 
Building Safety Month. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TRUDY EVANS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Trudy 
Evans of Council Bluffs, Iowa, for being in-
ducted into the Thomas Jefferson High School 
Hall of Fame. Trudy is a 1966 graduate of 
Thomas Jefferson High School in Council 
Bluffs. 

Trudy was the first member of her extended 
family to graduate from college when she 
graduated from the University of Iowa, going 
on to have a distinguished career in the Coun-
cil Bluffs Community School District. She 
served in a number of positions throughout 
her career including: as a curriculum strate-
gist, a Talented and Gifted program teacher, 
the principal of Pusey, Lewis & Clark, Cres-
cent, Rue, and Washington elementary 
schools, and finally as a teacher at the Tinley 
Early Childhood Center. Trudy has been rec-
ognized for her outstanding contributions as 
an educator, receiving the Elementary Excel-
lence in Teaching Math Award and the Coun-
cil Bluffs Teacher of the Year award. She was 

also a finalist for the Iowa Teacher of the 
Year. Even with her busy schedule, Trudy still 
finds time to volunteer in her community with 
the Muddy Paws Second Chance organiza-
tion, Children’s Theater in Council Bluffs, and 
is a member of St. Peter’s Catholic Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Trudy on her induction into the Thomas Jeffer-
son High School Hall of Fame. I am proud to 
represent her in the United States Congress I 
ask that my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Trudy on this outstanding accomplish-
ment and in wishing her nothing but continued 
success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE TUSKEGEE AIR-
MEN MEMORIAL DAY FLY IN 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
50th Anniversary of the Tuskegee Airmen Me-
morial Day Fly In. The first black combat avia-
tion unit comprised of pilots and supporter per-
sonnel trained at Tuskegee Army Air Field. 

The Tuskegee Airmen Memorial Day Fly In 
honors the Tuskegee Airmen, the widowers 
and family members of the Tuskegee Airmen 
and talented and enthusiastic individuals all fo-
cused on the goal of honoring the heroic 
Tuskegee Airmen. 

In 1940, the military selected Tuskegee In-
stitute to train pilots because of its commit-
ment to aeronautical training, its facilities, en-
gineering and technical instructors and its suit-
able climate for year-round flying. 

In May of 1940, the first Civilian Pilot Train-
ing Program students completed their training. 
‘‘The Tuskegee Experience’’ later grew to be-
come a center for African-American aviation 
during World War II. 

These brave airmen overcame segregation 
and prejudice to become one of the most re-
spected fighter groups of WWII paving the 
way for full integration of the U.S. military. The 
Tuskegee Airmen exemplify the State of Ala-
bama’s priority of Public Service Excellence. 

This commemoration of their legacy comes 
directly from the efforts and determination of 
over 16,000 courageous men and women and 
recognizes the fortitude of these individuals to 
stand strong in the face of adversity. 

Their accomplishments gave way to the 
continuation on a grand scale through the in-
troduction of American youth to the world of 
aviation, technology, engineering and math 
through local and national programs and ac-
tivities. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
today, May 19–20, 2017, as Tuskegee Airmen 
Memorial Day Fly In 50th Anniversary. 

f 

IMPORTANCE OF WORK SAFETY 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the men and women who 

have lost their lives at work due to unsafe 
work conditions. In 2015, 4,836 workers were 
killed on the job. That’s 4,836 reasons to re-
member the importance of work safety. 

This week in Missouri’s 7th Congressional 
District the Mid America Safety Health & Envi-
ronmental Conference is being held by the 
Missouri Association of Manufacturers. This 
conference is designed to provide general 
work safety training while also discussing the 
importance of safe work environments. 

As those who have lost loved ones gather 
at the conference this week, the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration will have a 
memorial service acknowledging those fami-
lies as well as the many other families who 
have lost loved ones due to unsafe work con-
ditions. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the men and women and who have lost their 
lives due to unsafe work conditions and the 
families who have lost their loved ones be-
cause of this. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WARRENVILLE, ILLI-
NOIS 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the in-
corporation of Warrenville, Illinois. 

Warrenville, whose motto is ‘‘For a Visit, Or 
a Lifetime’’, is a model for other cities and 
towns to follow, through its continued dedica-
tion to building a friendly and welcoming com-
munity for residents and visitors alike. 

In the years since its first permanent set-
tlers, Julius and Daniel Warren, and its incor-
poration, Warrenville has become a center of 
culture and commerce, serving as a home to 
families, businesses, professionals, churches 
and organizations that have made this a vi-
brant and thriving community. Warrenville’s 
first major establishment was a tavern created 
by Julius Warren. This legacy of brewing has 
been kept alive by the craft brewing company, 
Two Brothers Brewing, who are one of the 
most popular Illinois brewing companies in the 
United States. Warrenville also boasts a mul-
titude of parks; and youth and family friendly 
activities make this a great place to work, live, 
and raise a family. The city is also a shining 
example of fiscal responsibility, as it has no 
bonded debt. This fact should make residents, 
employers, and civil servants tremendously 
proud. 

On the occasion of this 50th Anniversary, 
we join together to celebrate Warrenville’s leg-
acy of growth and prosperity and to look 
ahead to the opportunities facing this great vil-
lage and our nation. Today both marks 50 
years of working together to build a brighter 
future, and reminds us that our work con-
tinues. 

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues, 
please join me in recognizing the 50th Anni-
versary of the incorporation of Warrenville, Illi-
nois, and wishing her residents a very suc-
cessful year ahead. 
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