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percent of Black patients; White dentists only
treat 10.5 percent; Hispanics treat 9.8 percent;
and Asian dentists only treat 11.5 percent
Black patients. The Affordable Care Act helps
ensure that dental visits and oral and dental
health care become a routine part of every-
one’s health care regimen.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF MRS. PEARL
BIGGS’ 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to extend my sincerest congratulations
and Happy Birthday wishes to Mrs. Pearl
Biggs, who is celebrating her 100th birthday
on Tuesday, May 2, 2017. A birthday celebra-
tion will be held for Mrs. Biggs on Saturday,
April 29, 2017.

In 1917, the United States entered World
War |, women did not yet have the right to
vote, and segregation was rampant in the
South. This is the year Mrs. Pearl Biggs was
born to Mahaley Jones and Wiley Bunkley. In-
deed, Mrs. Biggs has seen much in her life-
time and through it all, she has relied on her
faith in the Lord.

Mrs. Biggs began working as a cook at a
young age and so it was inevitable that she
would become known as a very good cook. In
1937, she married Pedro Biggs and they
would spend the next 76 years together until
his passing in 2014.

Pearl and Pedro Biggs opened one of the
first Black-owned businesses in the Geneva
and Box Springs area in Southwest Georgia.
They owned several businesses, including
Biggs Sandwich Shop, a movie theatre, and a
pulpwood company. They were also farmers.

Mrs. Biggs loves to sing and she sang in
the choir at her church. Her favorite song is
“Let Jesus Lead Me.” She loves collard
greens and the color pink. She enjoys fishing
and talking on the phone. Mrs. Biggs has
never met a stranger—she always wants to
feed people and no one ever goes hungry
around her.

George Washington Carver once said, “How
far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong because someday
in your life you will have been all of these.”
Mrs. Biggs has advanced far in life because
she never forgot these lessons and always
kept God first.

As she celebrates 100 years of life, Mrs.
Biggs will be surrounded by her sons, Monroe
and Allen; daughters-in-law, Mildred and Cyn-
thia; grandchildren, Timothy, Kelton, and
Amelia; and great-grandchildren, Jackson and
Christopher; plus a host of other family mem-
bers and friends.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, along with my wife Vivian and the almost
730,000 people of Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District, in honoring an outstanding cit-
izen and woman of faith, Mrs. Pearl Biggs, as
she, her family, and friends celebrate her
100th birthday.
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IN RECOGNITION OF VISTA MARIA
AND ITS 2017  WOMAN  OF
ACHIEVEMENT HONOREE GLEN-
DA REED

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Vista Maria and its 2017 Woman of
Achievement Honoree Glenda Reed. As
founder and CEO of Crossroads Learning
Center, Ms. Reed has dedicated her life to
protecting children, teens and adolescents.

Founded in 1883, Vista Maria is a private,
non-profit agency that provides treatment and
care for vulnerable youth with emotional and
behavioral problems resulting from neglect or
abuse. Since its establishment by the Sisters
of the Good Shepherd, the organization has
evolved into a multi-service agency that pro-
vides comprehensive support to children and
their families. In addition to its community
youth assistance programs, Vista Maria runs
two on-campus charter schools at their 37-
acre Dearborn Heights campus, as well as a
health clinic, residential treatment programs,
and foster care initiatives. Collectively, these
initiatives provide critical services to support
and improve outcomes for high-risk youth and
adolescents. Vista Maria also raises aware-
ness and recognizes outstanding women in
the community at its annual Celebrating
Women event.

Vista Maria’s 2017 Woman of Achievement
Honoree is Glenda Reed, an educator who
founded the Crossroads Learning Center, an
early childhood education facility in Detroit.
Crossroads provides high-quality childcare and
after-school care for children ages 0-12. In
addition, Ms. Reed runs Once Upon a Time,
a nonprofit organization that recognizes and
supports survivors of childhood abuse. Her ef-
forts to support these individuals have helped
empower them to take control of their lives
and fulfill their potential. She has also traveled
around the country as an advocate for these
women, and her exceptional work on their be-
half is more than deserving of this prestigious
honor. It is my hope that Ms. Reed and Vista
Maria continue to build on their legacy of serv-
ice on behalf of these youth.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Vista Maria and its 2017 Woman
of Achievement Honoree, Glenda Reed. Their
work has had a tremendous impact and
helped improve the lives of countless women.

————

CELEBRATING THE 20TH
ANNIVERSARY OF TECHNET

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, twenty years
ago, Bay Area innovation leaders John Doerr,
John Chambers, and Jim Barksdale spurred a
new era of American technological advance-
ment by creating TechNet.

Today, TechNet represents the spirit of
technological innovation that continues to
thrive in Silicon Valley.

TechNet stands as a remarkable example of
how bringing people together can inspire inno-
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vation, strengthen our economy, and create a
more productive future.

TechNet's network of CEOs and senior ex-
ecutives have worked with leaders in Con-
gress to drive an Innovation Agenda that cre-
ates jobs and opportunities for Americans.

As we look to the future, the iconic compa-
nies and dynamic startups that form TechNet
will continue to lead our nation in the develop-
ment of transformative technologies that cre-
ate more opportunities for more Americans.

Congratulations on 20 years of inspired
leadership and shining achievement. Best
wishes on many more years of success
unleashing the full potential of American inno-
vation.

—————

HONORING LONNIE CARPENTER OF
WEST VIRGINIA

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize my constituent, Lon-
nie Carpenter. Lonnie, a lifelong Wayne Coun-
ty resident, served his country as a seaman
onboard the USS Ault destroyer during the
Korean War.

After his service, Lonnie returned back to
his home in the beautiful hills of West Virginia
and started a family with his wife of more than
63 years, Edna Davis. Together they had
three wonderful children, and Lonnie provided
for them through his career in the banking and
finance industry. Lonnie is a proud Mason,
having been conferred the 33rd Degree, and
chronicled the history of Freemasons in many
articles for the Scottish Rite.

Lonnie also served a term as a councilman
for the town of Ceredo and volunteers his time
for numerous organizations that have im-
proved the lives of the people of his commu-
nity. | thank Lonnie for all he has done for the
people of West Virginia and for his service to
our nation.

——————

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL VINCENT B. MYERS

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in gratitude for the hard work and commitment
of Lieutenant Colonel Vincent B. Myers, who
has served as the Medical Army Legislative Li-
aison to my office for the past two years.

A Lieutenant Colonel in the United States
Army and an experienced health care pro-
vider, Vince has been essential to my office
and the House Armed Services Committee, as
we work toward the goal of enhancing medical
readiness and providing top care for our serv-
ice members.

On May 11, Vince will continue his com-
mitted service to the United States as he
takes command of McDonald Army Health
Center at Fort Eustis, Virginia. | know that in
this role, Vince will serve with conviction and
honor.

| congratulate Vince, and thank him for his
work and friendship.
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HONORING JOHNSON CHAPEL

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Johnson Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church and its pastors for 100
years of teaching, preaching the Gospel, and
making strides in our community.

The Johnson Chapel A.M.E. Church was
founded in 1915 by John Fair, James Craig,
Roxie Graves, Cora Martin, Ed Ackers, and
Nancy Craig. It was formally established in
1917 with Reverend S.E. Edwards as its first
pastor. Originally a small congregation meet-
ing in a house on State Street, the church is
now highly regarded within the community and
has relocated to a significantly larger building
on Hamilton Street in El Centro, California.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church
was formed out of the Free African Society,
established in 1787. African Americans faced
unending discrimination while trying to practice
their faith in American Methodist churches.
Some churchgoers went as far as pulling Afri-
can Americans off their knees as they prayed.
Black members of St. George’s Methodist
Episcopal Church split off to create their own
African congregation. Wanting to avoid dis-
crimination and obtain religious autonomy,
many black Methodists began to switch over
to African Methodist Episcopal churches.

Currently, the A.M.E. Church has member-
ship across twenty Episcopal Districts in thirty-
nine countries, on five continents. Although
the church was founded by people of African
descent and heritage, it is open to people of
any background or race. They place emphasis
on the plain and simple gospel and tirelessly
work to spread the word of Jesus Christ.

The Johnson Chapel A.M.E. Church has
been led by thirty-one dedicated ministers
over the past 100 years. They have worked to
improve the church and build a community
around it. Not only does the church take care
of their own members, they have also pro-
vided educational programs and outreach to
benefit youth in their area.

| would like to recognize the Johnson Chap-
el A.M.E. Church for their 100 years of dedi-
cated teaching and service within our commu-
nity.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF FREEDOM
HIGH SCHOOL’S CHARITY PROM

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the students, faculty, and Principal,
Doug Fulton, of Freedom High School located
in Loudoun County, Virginia, for their leader-
ship and efforts to raise money and aware-
ness for pediatric cancer. For the second year
in a row, Freedom High School will be for-
going a lavish, expensive prom and instead
will be hosting the event in their cafeteria and
gymnasium, where the proceeds from ticket
sales will be donated to pediatric cancer orga-
nizations.

Two years ago, Principal Fulton and several
students saw an opportunity for the school to
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engage with their community and join the fight
against childhood cancer when they learned
about the Prom Challenge, an initiative set
forth by St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital. Through this initiative, St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital provides schools
with the tools needed to transform their normal
prom events into pediatric cancer fundraisers.

Last spring marked the first time that Free-
dom High School partook in the challenge,
and this unique event truly sparked interests
and efforts of the entire student body, faculty,
and community. When the decision was made
to transform the school’s cafeteria and gym
into a dining room and ball room in an effort
to save money on a venue, many students
were at first skeptical and disappointed. Yet
once they learned about the challenge, they
became excited and very eager to raise
money and awareness for the event. Addition-
ally, the Hilton Washington Dulles Airport
Hotel, the venue that had already been ar-
ranged for the event prior to the conception of
this charity ball, generously returned the
school its $5,000 deposit.

The theme of last year's prom was “Hats on
to Fight Pediatric Cancer,” inspired by Ellie’s
Hats, a local charity in Loudoun County that
provides hats to children who lose their hair
during cancer treatments. To raise awareness
students were asked to wear hats to the
event, and some of the proceeds were in fact
donated to this local organization. At the
event, the food provided was all donated by
Whole Foods and the National Conference
Center, and the musical performers and pho-
tographers each volunteered their time. Lastly,
the prom king and queen were not chosen by
the student body, but they were instead se-
lected based on who raised the most money
in their name. Every final detail and moment
of this event was thoroughly planned with the
intent of assisting those with pediatric cancer,
and ultimately, the event raised $48,000.

Mr. Speaker, while the students and faculty
take great pride in last year's tremendous
prom, they now hope to make this event a
permanent tradition at Freedom High School
and hope that other schools will follow their
lead. | ask that my colleagues join me in hon-
oring Freedom High School’s students and
faculty for their extraordinary work on last
year's charity prom and their continuous ef-
forts to champion this initiative. Dedicating
their time and efforts to helping children and
their families fight an unthinkable battle with
cancer attests to their unselfish character and
determination to better their community.

———

RECOGNIZING MS. KATHY
O’KEEFFE, A RECIPIENT OF THE
FBI DIRECTOR’S COMMUNITY
LEADERSHIP AWARD FOR 2016

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ms. Cathy O’Keeffe—the Director
of the Braking Traffik organization, who is
being recognized in Washington, D.C. as a re-
cipient of the FBI Director's Community Lead-
ership Award for 2016.

As the Director of Braking Traffik, Cathy has
made remarkable contributions to our commu-
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nity, helping bring justice and resources to vic-
tims and survivors of labor and sex trafficking.
Through education, legislative advocacy and
community partnerships, Braking Traffik has
helped raise awareness about this important
issue and has strengthened trafficking laws in
both lowa and lllinois. Cathy has devoted her
drive, energy and fierce determination to this
organization since 2011, and has tremen-
dously helped make our community a safer
place to live.

I’'m very proud of Cathy’s work on this issue
and am pleased she’s gained the recognition
of the Director of the FBI. Mr. Speaker, | want
to again formally congratulate Cathy on her
award, and | join the rest of our community to
wish her every success in the future.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF EDWARD
J. DONLEY

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2017

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Mr. Edward J. Donley, former Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer of Air Prod-
ucts and Chemicals, Inc. in Allentown, Penn-
sylvania. Ed was a dear friend and mentor to
me. After 95 years of life, many of which were
spent as a prominent figurehead in the Lehigh
Valley’s business community and as an im-
passioned advocate for early-childhood edu-
cation, he passed away in Bethlehem, Penn-
sylvania on April 1, 2017. As a testament to
Ed’s legacy, his son John wrote a tribute to
him, a portion of which | summarized and
would like to include in the Record today:

Ed Donley was born in Detroit on November
26, 1921. During the Depression, his family
moved back to their farm near Richmond,
Michigan. After graduating from high school,
Donley won a scholarship to Lawrence Insti-
tute of Technology (now Lawrence Techno-
logical University) in Detroit and earned an en-
gineering degree in 1943. Shortly before grad-
uating, Donley was hired by a new industrial
gas company, Air Products, located in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, to design portable oxy-
gen generators for Allied bombers in World
War Il

Donley met his future wife in Chattanooga:
Ms. Inez Cantrell. They wed on October 24,
1946 and were happily married for 66 years
until Inez passed away in 2013 from Alz-
heimer's disease. The couple had three chil-
dren—Martha, Tom, and John, ten grand-
children, and a growing bevy of great-grand-
children.

Air Products relocated to the Lehigh Valley
in 1949, and Donley became Vice President of
Sales in 1957, President and Chief Operating
Officer in 1966, Chief Executive Officer (1973—
86), and Chairman of the Board (1978-86).
During his time at Air Products, he was espe-
cially proud of his commitment to promoting
employee safety, recruiting top students each
year, and creating long-term shareholder
value.

In the Lehigh Valley, Donley led many local
projects. In the 1960s and 70s, he was a trust-
ee of Cedar Crest College, the Allentown Art
Museum, and WLVT public television. He and
his wife Inez gave their time and financial sup-
port to Community Services for Children, the
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