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RECOGNIZING STEVE SPEAR

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
rise today to recognize Steve Spear of Carol
Stream, lllinois, for his outstanding display of
service for those in need.

On December 31st, Steve completed his an-
nual Reflection Run to raise money for clean
water in Africa through Team World Vision.
Each year, Steve celebrates his New Year's
Eve birthday by running a kilometer for each
year of his life, and is now up to 53, or 32.9
miles. On his most recent Reflection Run,
Steve was joined by 25 other runners and
their goal was to raise $10,000, enough to
bring clean water to 200 people.

In 2013, Steve left his pastoral position at
Willow Creek Community Church to take on
an unbelievable task. He ran from Los Ange-
les to New York, 35 miles a day, 5 days a
week, for 5 months, and raised $500,000. The
two days per week he was not running, he
was addressing congregations across the
country about the importance of following God
and looking out for our fellow man. His Reflec-
tion Run teammate, Alex Schorr described his
passion for helping others best, saying, “Ev-
erything Steve does is incredible and inspira-
tional, everything from the Reflection Runs to
running across the country. It's never about
him. It's always about those he’s running on
behalf of.”

Steve has demonstrated exceptional charity
and service, and | am proud to represent him.
He is a leader and role model for all Ameri-
cans. Mr. Speaker, please join me in com-
mending Steve Spear for his extraordinary
commitment to those around the world who
need our help the most.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF HEATHER
SAWYER AND HER SERVICE TO
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, |, along with
Representative JERROLD NADLER of New York,
Representative ELIUAH E. CUMMINGS of Mary-
land, and Representative JANICE D. SCHA-
Kowsky of lllinois, would like to thank Heather
Sawyer for a decade of service to the House
of Representatives. Heather Sawyer is a bril-
liant legal mind and incredible litigator. Her
calm, clear-eyed professionalism has been in-
strumental in protecting the rights of
marginalized Americans, including Americans
with disabilities, the LGBTQ community, peo-
ple of color, and women. As a senior and
trusted counsel, she helped to roll back the
worst civil rights abuses of the post-9/11 era.

Heather left the Georgetown Law Center to
join the staff of the House Committee on the
Judiciary in 2007. She was instrumental in
working to pass the Americans with Disabil-
ites Amendments Act to ensure that Ameri-
cans with disabilities have the same protec-
tions as every other American. During her ten-
ure on the Committee, she worked with Con-
gressman Nadler to draft the Pregnant Work-
ers Fairness Act, which built upon the ADA
framework to protect pregnant women who
need simple accommodations to stay in the
workplace throughout their pregnancies.

Perhaps her most indelible legacy on the
Judiciary Committee was her work on mar-
riage equality. Heather worked with Congress-
man Nadler to draft and introduce the Respect
for Marriage Act to overturn DOMA. She also
helped draft the congressional amicus brief in
the Windsor and Obergefell cases, the two
landmark Supreme Court cases that paved the
way for marriage equality in the United States.

Heather has always been a true champion
of women’s rights. For the last year, Heather
has served as the Staff Director and General
Counsel for the Select Investigative Panel,
where she worked tirelessly to protect the
rights of women, health care providers, and
researchers. She navigated the Panel through
a difficult and polarized investigation, and as-
tutely defended the facts and the truth. Heath-
er's command of House procedures and rules
helped to ensure that the views of the Demo-
cratic Members were represented at every
step, and she was instrumental in the Panel’s
ultimate findings and report. She vigorously
fought on behalf of women’s right to access
reproductive health care services, and her bril-
liant legal analysis and oversight acumen were
invaluable to the Panel.

Heather has never been afraid to go head
to head with those who would threaten the
rights enshrined in our Constitution. During the
Bush Administration, Heather worked to ex-
pose illegal interrogation tactics and other
human rights abuses. She helped Congress-
man Nadler write the State Secrets Protection
Act and legislation to protect the privacy of
electronic communications.

Heather is a bright, strategic, and im-
mensely skilled attorney who has never faced
a challenge she could not meet. She dedi-
cated more than two years of her public serv-
ice as the Chief Counsel for the Select Com-
mittee on Benghazi. In that role, she fought to
defend the truth, expose procedural excesses,
and to provide serious and substantive rec-
ommendations to improve the safety and se-
curity of Americans serving our country over-
seas. The Members she has served, the staff
who have worked beside her, and the institu-
tion as a whole are better because of Heather.

On the most sensitive issues of the day,
Heather worked side by side with Members of
the Judiciary Committee to ensure that the
government adhered to the Constitution and
respected the basic human and legal rights of
all people. Running through all of this work is
Heather's uncompromising sense of justice.
She simply will not shy away from a fight.

Whether it was fighting against torture and the
use of secret evidence, partisan attacks
against Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on
the Benghazi investigation, or anti-choice par-
tisans who tried to intimidate doctors working
on women’s health issues.

Heather is a true champion of civil rights
and civil liberties and of the Constitution itself
and it was truly an honor to work by her side
for these many years. We wish her all the best
in her future endeavors.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for
roll call votes 27 and 30 on Tuesday, January
10, 2017. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay” on roll call vote 27 and | would
have voted “yea” on roll call vote 30.

HONORING MR. RICHARD THOMAS

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I, along with Congressman HUFFMAN, rise
today to honor Richard Thomas, the recipient
of the 2017 Nick Frey Community Contribution
Award. This award was established by the
Sonoma County Winegrape Commission in
2013 to recognize members of our community
who have made important contributions to
grape growing.

A Sonoma County native, Mr. Thomas grad-
uated from Santa Rosa High School, where he
was an award-winning member of the Future
Farmers of America. He studied agriculture at
the University of California, Davis, before
going on to work as a vocational agriculture
instructor at Healdsburg High School and live-
stock manager of the Sonoma County Fair.

Mr. Thomas saw Sonoma County’s potential
for viticulture and became an instructor at
Santa Rosa Junior College, where he taught
thousands of vineyard owners and workers
throughout his 28 year career. He enjoys shar-
ing that “God put Sonoma County on earth for
one reason: to produce great wines.” His past
students are now at the helm of many of the
great viticulture operations in our Sonoma
County wine community today.

Mr. Thomas is a life-long learner and educa-
tor. After taking a sabbatical to study wine
trellising in New Zealand and Australia, he
brought the skills he acquired back to
winegrowers in California, helping to shape
the look of Sonoma County Vineyards. He has
lectured in the United States and around the
world, sharing his mastery of grape growing.
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He is the founder of the Sonoma County
Grape Growers Association and the Sonoma
County Vineyard Technical Group, which sup-
port our community by discussing and imple-
menting the best practices in grape produc-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, Richard Thomas has been a
leader in the transformation of Sonoma Coun-
ty into some of the best of Wine Country. He
is respected as a world-class educator and
our Sonoma community considers him the
Dean of Sonoma County grape production.
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor
him here today and congratulate him on this
well-deserved award.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIVES
IMPROVED BY THE AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT IN TEXAS

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of both the Judiciary Committee
and the Homeland Security Committee, | rise
in celebration of the over 1 million Texans who
have gained healthcare coverage under the
Affordable Health Care Act, and the millions of
Americans more whose lives have been expo-
nentially improved by access to substantial in-
creases in life-saving coverage.

The data show that the uninsured rate in
Texas has fallen by 28 percent since the Af-
fordable Care Act (ACA) was enacted in 2010,
translating into 1,781,000 Texans gaining cov-
erage.

In addition to residents who would otherwise
be uninsured, millions more Texans with em-
ployer, Medicaid, individual market, or Medi-
care coverage have also benefited from new
protections as a result of the law.

With respect to employer coverage,
13,709,000 people in Texas are covered
through employer-sponsored health plans.

Since the ACA was enacted in 2010, this
group has seen:

(1) An end to annual and lifetime limits:

Before the ACA, 7,536,000 Texans with em-
ployer or individual market coverage had a
lifetime limit on their insurance policy.

That meant their coverage could end exactly
when they needed it most.

The ACA prohibits annual and lifetime limits
on policies, so all Texans with employer plans
now have coverage that's there when they
need it.

(2) Young adults covered until age 26:

An estimated 205,000 young adults in
Texas have benefited from the ACA provision
that allows kids to stay on their parents’ health
insurance up to age 26.

(3) Free preventive care:

Under the ACA, health plans must cover
preventive services—like flu shots, cancer
screenings, contraception, and mammo-
grams—at no extra cost to consumers.

This provision benefits 10,278,005 people in
Texas, most of whom have employer cov-
erage.

(4) Slower premium growth:

The average premium for Texas families
with employer coverage grew 3.5 percent per
year from 2010-2015, compared with 8.1 per-
cent over the previous decade.
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Assuming Texas premiums grew in line with
the national average in 2016, family premiums
in Texas are $5,400 lower today than if growth
had matched the pre-ACA decade.

(5) Better value through the 80/20 rule:

Because of the ACA, health insurance com-
panies must spend at least 80 cents of each
premium dollar on health care or care im-
provements, rather than administrative costs
like salaries or marketing, or else give con-
sumers a refund;.

Texans with employer coverage have re-
ceived $20,082,448 in insurance refunds since
2012.

With respect to Medicaid, 4,770,229 people
in Texas are covered by Medicaid or the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, including
3,512,929 children and 374,617 seniors and
people with disabilities covered by both Med-
icaid and Medicare.

The ACA expanded Medicaid eligibility and
strengthened the program for those already el-
igible.

An estimated 1,107,000 Texans could have
health insurance today if Texas expanded
Medicaid under the ACA.

Coverage improves access to care, financial
security, and health; expansion would result in
an estimated 127,000 more Texans getting all
needed care, 157,400 fewer Texans struggling
to pay medical bills, and 1,330 avoided deaths
each year.

406,000 Texans, or an estimated 23 percent
of those who could gain Medicaid coverage
through expansion, have a mental illness or
substance use disorder.

Texas could be saving millions in uncom-
pensated care costs. Instead of spending $1
billion on uncompensated care, which in-
creases costs for everyone, Texas could be
getting $5 billion in federal support to provide
low-income adults with much needed care.

Children, people with disabilities, and sen-
iors can more easily access Medicaid cov-
erage. The ACA streamlined Medicaid eligi-
bility processes, eliminating hurdles so that
vulnerable Texans could more easily access
and maintain coverage.

Texas can better fight opioids. Under the
ACA, CMS provided technical assistance that
is giving Texas the opportunity to strengthen
Medicaid services for people struggling with
opioid abuse or other substance use disorders
(SUDs).

With respect to Medicare, 3,765,946 people
in Texas are covered by Medicare. The ACA
strengthened the Medicare Trust Fund, ex-
tending its life by over a decade. In addition,
Medicare enrollees have benefited from:

Lower costs for prescription drugs: Because
the ACA is closing the prescription drug donut
hole, 346,750 Texas seniors are saving $366
million on drugs in 2015, an average of $1,057
per beneficiary.

Free preventive services: The ACA added
coverage of an annual wellness visit and elimi-
nated cost-sharing for recommended preven-
tive services such as cancer screenings. In
2015, 1,746,043 Texas seniors, or 72 percent
of all Texas seniors enrolled in Medicare Part
B, took advantage of at least one free preven-
tive service.

Fewer hospital mistakes: The ACA intro-
duced new incentives for hospitals to avoid
preventable patient harms and avoidable re-
admissions. Hospital readmissions for Texas
Medicare beneficiaries dropped 6 percent be-
tween 2010 and 2015, which translates into

January 12, 2017

4,960 times Texas Medicare beneficiaries
avoided an unnecessary return to the hospital
in 2015.

More coordinated care: The ACA encour-
aged groups of doctors, hospitals, and other
health care providers to come together to pro-
vide coordinated high-quality care to the Medi-
care patients they serve. 37 Accountable Care
Organizations (ACOs) in Texas now offer
Medicare beneficiaries the opportunity to re-
ceive higher quality, more coordinated care.

Now is not the time to undermine or slow
the ability of our insurance providers to ad-
dress growing threats and active cases of
Americans’ health crises.

Accordingly, | urge all Members to join me
in protecting the gains achieved by the Afford-
able Healthcare Act.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to cast my floor votes on January 10 and 11,
2017.

Had | been present for the votes, | would
have voted “no” on roll call vote number 26,
“no” on roll call vote number 27, “no” on roll
call vote number 28, “yes” on roll call vote
number 29, “yes” on roll call vote number 30,
“no” on roll call vote number 31, “yes” on roll
call vote number 34, “no” on roll call vote
number 35, “no” on roll call vote number 36,
“yes” on roll call vote number 37, “yes” on roll
call vote number 38, “yes” on roll call vote
number 39, “yes” on roll call vote number 40,
“yes” on roll call vote number 41, “yes” on roll
call vote number 42, “yes” on roll call vote
number 43, “yes” on roll call vote number 44,
and “no” on roll call vote number 45.

———

TEXAN VICTOR LOVELADY KILLED
IN ALGERIAN TERRORIST ATTACK

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, January 17
marks the fourth anniversary of the death of
Victor Lovelady from Atascocita, Texas. Mr.
Lovelady was killed by al Qaeda terrorists in
Algeria while he was working at a BP gas fa-
cility. |1 rise to tell his story again, as | have
done on this floor before, because it is a story
that reminds us about what it means to be a
true American hero.

You can learn a lot about a man when trial
comes. The trial that came upon Victor
Lovelady on January 16, 2013 told us a lot
about who Victor was. Victor had been on the
job in Algeria only about a week when terror-
ists stormed the gas plant where he was work-
ing. Victor was in a break room when one of
his coworkers burst through the door, bleeding
from a gunshot wound in the stomach. Seeing
the man in need, Victor jumped into action,
dressing his wound and caring for him. Know-
ing the terrorists were working their way
through the plant, Victor helped hide the
wounded man in a food container. The gun-
shots grew closer. Victor selflessly first helped
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