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for students to reach out and serve those who
are marginalized in their community resulting
in empathetic leadership skills. Trinity students
actively mentor elementary students at local
public schools and have partnered with local
daycares which service lower income families,
providing Christmas gifts, activities, and story
time.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratulate the Trin-
ity Christian Academy of Cape Cod on its 50th
Anniversary. | ask that my colleagues join me
in honoring the school’s five decades of serv-
ice and commitment to academic excellence
and | look forward to seeing all that they are
able to accomplish in the next 50 years.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF BERGMANN’S
CLEANING

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-

ored to use this time to recognize a local busi-
ness on its 100th year in operation.
Bergmann’s Cleaning, whose main plant is lo-
cated in Virginia’s 10th District in Sterling, Vir-
ginia, provides a variety of cleaning services
and is one of the oldest family-operated busi-
nesses in our region. Now managed by fourth
generation family members, Bergmann’s
Cleaning is truly a staple in our community
and region, and | commend the Bergmann
family on their exemplary business practices
and ability to adapt and grow throughout the
years.
In 1917, W.C. Bergmann decided to supple-
ment his income as a lamplighter in Wash-
ington, D.C. by starting a small laundry serv-
ice, where he, with his horse drawn truck,
would pick up the clothes of his customers,
clean and press them, and then deliver them
back to their homes. His services quickly
gained recognition, and with the help of his
sons, he opened the first Bergmann’s Clean-
ing store within a year of starting the horse
drawn truck business. The number of inner
city stores increased, but many people were
moving out to the suburbs of Washington,
D.C. and also required new services. Accord-
ingly, Bergmann’s Cleaning not only continued
their convenient and free pick-up and delivery
service, which garnered thousands of new
customers in the D.C. suburbs, but also ex-
panded its cleaning offerings to include cloth-
ing, rugs, draperies, linens and more.

Today, Bergmann’s Cleaning’s day-to-day
operations are managed by E. Peter
Bergmann, the President, and Larry M.
Bergmann Jr., the Vice President of Sales and
Operations. Under their leadership, the com-
pany has 20 efficient delivery and pick-up
routes, ranging from Reston, Virginia, to Co-
lumbia, Maryland, and has a staff of 125 peo-
ple, many of whom are constituents of Vir-
ginia’s 10th District. In addition to the success-
ful door-to-door service, Bergmann’s Cleaners
serves more than 25 hotels in our region, uses
ecofriendly and biodegradable cleaning prod-
ucts, and is responsible for the most success-
ful annual coat drive in the nation. In fact now
in its 17th year, the annual “Share the
Warmth, Coats for Kids and the Needy” drive
has delivered nearly 500,000 coats to those
less fortunate.
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In today’s society, family owned businesses
are essential to the future of our nation. It is
families, like the Bergmanns, who help foster
strong local economies by establishing suc-
cessful business practices that can be carried
out for multiple generations. While the serv-
ices provided have changed and expanded
over the years, the entrepreneurial attitude of
the Bergmann family and common goal of
serving their community has remained the
same.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding Bergmann’s Cleaning for its
dedication to serving our community for 100
years. | wish E. Peter Bergmann, Larry M.
Bergmann, Jr., and the entire company the
best in their future endeavors.
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Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a prominent Hoosier leader and my
close friend, Mr. Nelson Jaeger Becker, who
passed away on April 7, 2017 surrounded by
his loving family.

Nelson was born in Logansport, Indiana on
September 16, 1940. He graduated from Lo-
gansport High School, received his Bachelor
of Business Administration from Tulane Uni-
versity, and his Doctor of Jurisprudence from
Tulane University Law School. He also grad-
uated from the Culver Summer Naval School
and served in the United States Air Force as
a JAG officer where he attained the rank of
captain.

Nelson was passionate about the law, the
legislative process, serving the community,
and politics. He practiced law in Logansport
from 1968 up until his passing. He dutifully
served the residents of Carroll and Cass
Counties as their State Representative for
over a decade in the Indiana House of Rep-
resentatives. During that time, he served as
Majority Whip and Speaker Pro Tempore. Nel-
son continued to serve the state legislature as
a government affairs professional for several
industries providing the part-time legislators
with facts to help them make decisions on pol-
icy issues facing the General Assembly. Nel-
son’s service to the great State of Indiana did
not go unnoticed. He was a recipient of Indi-
ana’s highest civilian award, The Sagamore of
the Wabash.

Nelson truly cared about the City of Logans-
port and it showed through his actions. He
was a former member of the Board of Direc-
tors of Logansport Savings Bank and the
Board of Directors of the First National Bank
of Logansport. He was also the former Presi-
dent of the Cass County YMCA Board of Di-
rectors and the United Fund Board of Direc-
tors and held memberships with the First
United Methodist Church, the Elks, and Amer-
ican Legion.

| had known Nelson for many years and al-
ways appreciated his advice and council on a
variety of issues. Nelson was one of the very
first people to support me in my bid for public
service. And he was quite literally the first per-
son to turn his verbal support into concrete ac-
tion. | will never forget that . . . or the small
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group of Logansport leaders who met with me
in Nelson’s house one evening in 2001 to sup-
port my goals for public service.

Nelson leaves Dixie, his beloved wife, five
sons, and fifteen grandchildren to carry on his
legacy of service to fellow Hoosiers. Anyone
who knew him well knows what a great loss
his passing is for our community and the State
of Indiana. May he rest in peace, he will not
be forgotten.

———
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WYSNER’S 50TH WEDDING ANNI-
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HON. MIKE ROGERS
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the
50th wedding anniversary of Dean and Angie
Wysner on May 5th.

Dean and Angie met at Woodland High
School and dated only a short time before he
enlisted in the Army. Dean was assigned and
stationed in California and they were married
after he had been gone for a year.

Dean and Angie have been blessed with
three children: Deena, Chad and Lori. Addi-
tional blessings include their four grand-
children: Tanner, Abby, Brittany and Mason
and great-grandchildren: Rayleigh, Kayleigh
and Analeigh.

Dean is the son of Moulton and Josie
Wysner of Graham, Alabama and graduated
from Woodland High School in 1964. He
worked in manufacturing after high school and
then served as a Military Police in the Army.
After his service, he went back to manufac-
turing for a few short years until he became a
self-employed farmer and has continued for 45
years. He has served with the Farmer's Fed-
eration for 18 years advocating for the family
farm and also served as a Randolph County
Commissioner.

Angie is the daughter of Marvin and Earla
Spradlin of Woodland, Alabama and grad-
uated from Woodland High School in 1965.
She worked in manufacturing after high school
until having children and then working full-time
on the family farm. Once the children had all
graduated from high school, she began a ca-
reer with the U.S. Postal Service as a Rural
Letter Carrier which she continues today.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the 50th wedding anniversary of my friends,
Dean and Angie Wysner.

ANZAC DAY
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
marked the anniversary of the ANZAC Day.
On this day, 102 years ago, while horrific
trench warfare was taking place in Europe,
half a continent away, the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps, came together for a
noble cause. Together they set out to capture
the Dardanelles and Gallipoli to open a route
for the allied navies.
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The combined forces were met by fierce re-
sistance from the Ottoman Turks. What was
originally intended to quickly eliminate Turkey
from the war turned into a bloody, 8—-month
battle. More than 8,000 Australians and 2,400
New Zealanders died in that campaign.

The tragic losses of so many brave soldiers
caused Australians and New Zealanders to re-
member the sacrifice of all those who died on
ANZAC Day. On this national day of remem-
brance | am humbly inspired by how Aus-
tralians show gratitude to their fallen warriors.

Today | ask my colleagues to join our
friends and allies, the Aussies and the Kiwis,
across the sea, as they honor their fallen and
reflect on the many different meanings of war.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

HONORING THE 52ND
ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the Head Start organiza-
tion on its 52nd Anniversary.

Since its establishment, Head Start has
been working to serve the country’s most vul-
nerable families. In addition to working with or-
ganizations that provide learning, nutrition and
general health assistance for children, Head
Start has also helped to provide training, job
development, and volunteer opportunities for
low-income parents. These efforts are critical
for establishing an environment in which every
American is equipped to reach their full poten-
tial.

In my district, the Warren County Head Start
Center has strengthened our community by
working with over 250 families to provide
learning opportunities for children and parents
alike. While focusing on early childhood devel-
opment programs, these centers also offer as-
sistance to parents seeking higher education,
lessening their burden so that they may work
towards a brighter future for their family.

| would like to thank Head Start for 52 years
of commitment to children and families across
the country. In New York’s 21st District, we
are grateful for their work to make sure every
child has the opportunity to succeed. | wish
Head Start a prosperous future and | am con-
fident that it will continue making a positive im-
pact on the lives of many Americans.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
roll call vote 222 and 223, | was not present
because | was unavoidably detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted “AYE.”
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OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | honor my
constituent, Eric Stiles, for earning a 2017
Governor's Victim Service Pathfinder Award,
Pennsylvania’s most prestigious award for a
victim service professional or program.

Mr. Stiles is a sexual assault survivor who
has devoted his career to advocacy and activ-
ism on behalf of others. At the National Sexual
Violence Resource Center, Mr. Stiles has
helped to develop best practices in sexual vio-
lence intervention and prevention. He’s led ef-
forts to support sexual violence victims at all
stages of life. His colleagues rave about a
man who they say “. . . leads with passion
and heart for the work, which only grows with
his visionary ideas and creative outlets for en-
gaging others,” and who “. . . has an un-
canny knack for helping people to move and
grow into a better version of themselves.”

As a member of the House Victims’ Rights
Caucus, and simply as a person who
empathizes with and prays for the plight of
sexual violence victims, I'm truly moved by Mr.
Stiles’ strength and compassion. His dedica-
tion has touched the lives of countless people
and his legacy of service to others is excep-
tional.

———
INTRODUCTION OF THE LOW-WAGE
FEDERAL CONTRACTOR EM-

PLOYEE BACK PAY ACT OF 2017
HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the Low-Wage Federal Contractor Back
Pay Act of 2017, to grant back pay to federally
contracted retail, food, custodial and security
service workers who may be furloughed if
there is a federal government shutdown this
fiscal year. The bill would apply to all three
branches of the federal government. The idea
for the bill was brought to my attention by fed-
erally contracted service workers, some of
whom work here on the Capitol grounds pro-
viding Members of Congress and congres-
sional staff with daily services, in 2013 when
the federal government shut down.

Many federally contracted workers in federal
agencies earn litle more than the minimum
wage with few, if any benefits, and while oth-
ers are unionized with a little better wage, all
are the lowest paid workers in the federal gov-
ernment and should not be punished because
Congress fails to do its job and keep the gov-
ernment functioning. Congress has historically
provided back pay to federal employees, who
work in the same buildings as these low-wage
service workers, furloughed during govern-
ment shutdowns—but not low-wage contract
workers. However, both groups of workers de-
serve to be made whole after these shut-
downs. | recognize, of course, that contract
workers are employees of contractors, but the
distinction between federal workers and at
least the lowest-paid service workers who
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serve the federal government and its employ-
ees and keep, for example, their premises
clean, fails when it comes to a deliberate gov-
ernment shutdown. Unlike many other contrac-
tors, those who employ low-wage service
workers have little latitude to help make up for
lost wages. Low-wage federally contracted
service workers could least afford the loss of
pay during a shutdown, and should not have
to go to work every day with everyone else in
their federal buildings likely receiving back pay
except for them.

The nation’s capital is the high-profile home
of the federal government’s collusion with con-
tractors that pay low wages through leases
and contracts with federal agencies. At least
this legislation would provide some parity to
their low-wage federal contractor workers.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support the
legislation.

———

CELEBRATING MARK! LOPEZ, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE 2017 GOLDMAN
ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate mark! Lopez, a tireless
environmental advocate and the executive di-
rector of East Yard Communities for Environ-
mental Justice, on his receipt of this years
Goldman Environmental Prize for North Amer-
ica. mark! has played an integral role in the
fight to test and clean up the contaminated
homes of families living near the former Exide
battery recycling plant, which is situated in my
40th Congressional District. Though mark! is
just 32 years old, his activism and passion
have already made a clear and positive mark
on our community, richly deserving of this
global recognition.

mark! was born to a family of activists, and
was raised in the midst of the activities of
Madres del Este de Los Angeles Santa Isabel
(Mothers of East LA Santa Isabel), an organi-
zation cofounded by his grandparents, my
good friends Juana Beatriz Gutierrez and Ri-
cardo Gutierrez, and continued by his mother,
Elsa Lopez. Protesting and organizing were
familiar sights to him from an early age, and
during his years as an environmental studies
major at UC Santa Cruz, he showed his com-
mitment to this family tradition as a community
organizer and activist for the needs of minority
students and service workers. His dedication
to advocacy and the environment fore-
shadowed his work in the fight to close the
Exide plant and clean up the polluted lands
surrounding the facility.

Exide finally agreed to shut down this plant
in 2015, but properties for miles around re-
mained contaminated with high levels of lead
and arsenic. The work of mark! and his col-
leagues at East Yard Communities for Envi-
ronmental Justice was invaluable in compel-
ling the California Department of Toxic Sub-
stances Control to expand its testing of prop-
erties around the plant, and in helping secure
a state commitment of $176.6 million to test
and clean up contaminated homes.

All families, regardless of their background,
regardless of their neighborhood, deserve to
raise their loved ones in a safe and clean en-
vironment. Activists like mark! Lopez not only
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