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military service to aid his comrades, and the
fellow service members’ lives he saved at
great personal risk are a testament to his
bravery. His tenacity and willingness to sac-
rifice on behalf of others is extraordinary and
demonstrates his character. It is my hope that
SPC McCloughan continues to receive the ac-
claim that his military record merits while serv-
ing as an inspiration for current service mem-
bers.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring SPC James C. McCloughan for
his courage under fire as a combat medic dur-
ing the Vietham War. SPC McCloughan saved
countless lives through his actions.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAND
OPENING OF THE NEW STERLING
LIBRARY

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 20, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Grand Opening of the new Ster-
ling Library. This new branch, located in the
heart of Sterling, Virginia is nearly three times
the size of the former library and includes
state-of-the-art facilities, increased access to
computers, and the most up to date tech-
nology and resources, such as 3D printers, re-
cording studios, and books offered in multiple
languages. | take great pride knowing this
state-of-the-art facility is opening in Virginia’s
Tenth District, and | am very thankful for the
broad range of learning opportunities it will af-
ford my constituents.

Since the mid-1970s the Sterling Library has
been a vital part of the community’s steady
development, but the old building could no
longer support the everyday needs of the
community. According to the Director of
Loudoun County Public Library, Chang Liu,
community input played a crucial role in the
plans for this library. Residents were very en-
gaged during the planning and design proc-
esses, and the new elements, such as the
high-tech workspaces and the unique teen
area, coupled with the tremendous amount of
space offered in the new library, better suit the
current needs of the growing Sterling commu-
nity.

This project is part of the broader Sterling
Public Facilities Master Plan, which was ap-
proved in a referendum in 2014. In addition to
the library, the plan calls for the expansion of
the Sterling Volunteer Fire and Rescue Station
and the renovation and expansion of the Ster-
ling Community Center into the former library
space. The opening of the new library marks
the first step in what will be an exciting period
of innovation in Sterling.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask that my colleagues
join me in applauding the Grand Opening of
the new Sterling Library. | look forward to the
impact it will have on the children, teenagers,
and adults of Sterling and our Commonwealth
as a whole.
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ROGER THOMAS PROMOTED TO
BISHOP, CALIFORNIA SOUTHERN
THIRD ECCLESIASTICAL JURIS-
DICTION CHURCH OF GOD 1IN
CHRIST

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 20, 2017

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the exemplary service and promotion
of Bishop Roger Thomas to his current posi-
tion. As a result of his keen awareness, under-
standing of humankind, his unquestionable de-
votion to serve God is boundless.

It is his effective stewardship that leads men
and women to successful conclusions within
the church and in their private lives. The sin-
cerity of his voice moves individuals to be at
their best regardless of the challenges they
face.

He inspires youth and adults to further their
education in higher institutions of learning. In-
dividuals in search of counseling, guidance,
advice, employment and legal matters are
aided directly and/or indirectly by his influence.

Bishop Roger Thomas proves regularly that
the service of God’s children is more than an
obligation but rather to care for the needs of
all humankind is an honor.

——
TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE LIFE
AND MEMORY OF JAMES

“JIMMY” LANZA

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 20, 2017

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life and service of James
“Jimmy” Lanza. Jimmy passed on April 6 of
this year, surrounded by his family, friends,
and beloved brothers from the Fire Depart-
ment of New York City, after a noble battle
with brain cancer. An esteemed member of
the Woodside community, Jimmy's life was
characterized by a tireless dedication to others
in keeping with the highest tradition of service
to our country. Jimmy gave perennially of him-
self, serving in the U.S. Navy during the Viet-
nam War, where he was a member of a crew
of flying airborne early warning and control
systems. After his tenure in the Navy, Jimmy
went on to serve as a firefighter, devoting
three decades to the FDNY with Engine 53,
Ladder 43, in East Harlem as part of “El
Barrio’s Bravest.”

During his time with the FDNY, Jimmy de-
voted countless hours to the search and re-
covery mission at the World Trade Center in
the aftermath of September 11. After Hurri-
cane Katrina, he traveled to New Orleans with
his FDNY comrades to assist in their rescue,
search, and recovery mission. As a volunteer
with the Red Cross, he stood ever-ready to
lend a hand to suffering communities in the
aftermath of devastation. Jimmy also served
on the executive board of the FDNY Fire Fam-
ily Transport Foundation, an organization de-
voted to providing care and comfort to the
families of firefighters during times of great
need or bereavement. Jimmy was also deeply
involved with charitable work on behalf of
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wounded veterans and their families. He made
numerous trips to Washington, D.C. to visit
veterans in military hospitals, and assisted in
many sponsored events for vets and their fam-
ilies. A lifetime member of the American Le-
gion, Jimmy served as the Commander of
Post 1836, at the Boulevard Gardens in
Woodside, Queens. In that role, he helped to
educate the community on the profound sac-
rifices made by those who choose to serve
our country in the armed forces.

A lifelong Woodside resident, Jimmy de-
voted his time after retirement from the FDNY
to improving his local community. He served
as the President of the Boulevard Gardens
Co-op Board for 15 years, the longest anyone
had ever held the position. During his tenure,
he worked to improve communication between
the local precinct, the community board, and
the Co-op board in order to assure that issues
were dealt with in a timely manner. Jimmy
was also instrumental in the fight to bring fair
assessment to property values for co-ops
across New York City. Over his tenure as
President, the Boulevard Gardens community
saw a marked increase in the quality of life
and overall safety, as well as the financial
standing of the co-op.

Jimmy Lanza lived his entire life in service
of others. His was the highest ideal of a life
devoted to one’s community and country, and
should serve as an example for us all to as-
pire to. He was a truly great man, and also a
dear friend of mine. He was a devoted family
man, and is survived by his beloved sister
Marian, his nephews Keith and Michael, niece
Stephanie, grand-nieces Emily and Eva,
grand-nephews Brandon and Andrew, count-
less friends, and all of the lives he touched
over the years. Mr. Speaker, Jimmy’s commit-
ment to both community and country was, and
will continue to be, an inspiration to all of us.
| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the
life and legacy of James J. Lanza. May he
rest in peace.

———

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE
RIGHT TO DEMAND THE PRESI-
DENT RELEASE HIS TAX RE-
TURNS

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 20, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, every
year at this time tens of millions of Americans
are completing their tax returns and rushing to
the nearest post office to mail them before the
deadline.

No one likes to pay taxes but the vast ma-
jority of Americans voluntarily comply out of
their respect for law and because paying taxes
is one of the responsibilities of citizenship.

That responsibility is placed upon and as-
sumed by struggling wage earners to the
wealthiest individuals in America.

And that even includes the President of the
United States.

Americans have the right to expect and to
know that the leader of their country, and the
most powerful person on Earth, is paying his
fair share of taxes that fund the government
he heads, the Armed Forces he commands,
the nuclear arsenal he controls, the Secret
Service protection he receives, and the White
House he lives in.
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And that is why thousands of persons took
to the streets last Saturday in peaceful protest
to demand that the President of the United
States do what every President since Gerald
Ford in 1976 has done.

And that is to release his tax returns while
in office.

Trump is the first President since Watergate
to refuse to release his tax information to the
public.

Full release of Trump’s tax returns will pro-
vide the public with clear information as to his
potential conflicts of interest and entangle-
ments with foreign governments and busi-
nesses.

A recent Washington Post-ABC News poll
found that 74 percent of Americans, including
53 percent of Republicans, believe Trump
should release his tax returns.

All roads lead back to the President’s tax re-
turns, and the light they can shine on his ac-
tions.

As chief steward of America’s extensive do-
mestic, global, and national security interests,
the fidelity of the President of the United
States to the national interest must never be
subject to question or doubt.

Trump’s extensive financial interests in more
than 100 companies operating in more than
18 countries and on five continents potentially
represent major conflicts of interest between
his personal financial interests and the na-
tional interests of the American people.

A preliminary analysis of Trump’s extensive
financial arrangements reveals dozens of po-
tential conflicts of interest.

For example, Trump has received more
than $10 million from his interest in the Trump
Towers Istanbul in Turkey, a country with
which the United States has extensive, com-
plicated, and politically sensitive military and
diplomatic relations.

Since August 2015, Trump’s business orga-
nizations have registered eight separate com-
panies connected to hotel deals in Saudi Ara-
bia, which is located in one of the world’s
most critical geopolitical regions.

Based on the limited and inadequate finan-
cial disclosures he has made to date, it ap-
pears that Trump’s business organization is fi-
nancially dependent upon, and obligated to,
Deutsche Bank, its biggest lender, which hap-
pens to be negotiating a multibillion-dollar set-
tlement over housing-crisis-era abuses with
the Justice Department, a deal that will be fi-
nalized with Justice Department officials ap-
pointed by Trump.

Companies owned or controlled by Trump’s
organization also owe hundreds of millions of
dollars to the state-owned Bank of China and
to Wall Street interests.

The American people are entitled to assume
without hesitation or doubt that when the
President of the United States meets with for-
eign leaders and dignitaries that he is moti-
vated only by what is in the national interest
and not the private, pecuniary interests of him-
self, his family members, or his business en-
terprises.

That assurance cannot be provided when
the President of the United States has enor-
mous financial stakes in the enterprises oper-
ating in those same foreign countries and re-
fuses to release his tax returns for examina-
tion by the public.

It is for this reason—to ensure that the
President’s loyalty will always be to the nation
he leads—that the Framers included the
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Emoluments Clause in Article I, Section 9 of
the Constitution, which provides that: ‘no Per-
son holding any Office of Profit or Trust under
them, shall, without the Consent of the Con-
gress, accept of any present, Emolument, Of-
fice, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any
King, Prince, or foreign State.’

According to leading experts in ethics, a
prohibited emolument would include, for exam-
ple, anything from a foreign government that
benefits Trump, such as providing favorable
tax, zoning, licensing treatment for his real es-
tate holdings or enhanced security to protect
his business operations.

The financial interests of Trump are exten-
sive, complex, and inter-connected with the in-
terests of foreign leaders and countries.

They are all-encompassing and time-con-
suming.

But they pale in comparison to the global,
diplomatic, economic, and national security in-
terests of the United States, which supersede
the interests of any one person or corporation.

As the Scriptures teach, you cannot serve
two masters.

And that is why, Mr. Speaker, | believe the
President must make a choice, either he
should:

1. release his tax returns and divest all of
his financial interests; or

2. relinquish the office he holds due to his
inability to ‘take care that the Laws be faith-
fully executed’ and ‘to preserve, protect, and
defend the Constitution of the United States.’

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD
BERNSTEIN FOR RECEIVING THE
JOHN DINGELL OUTSTANDING
PUBLIC OFFICIAL AWARD

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 20, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Richard Bernstein for receiving the
John Dingell Outstanding Public Official Award
at the 2017 Governor’s Fitness Awards Ban-
quet. Mr. Bernstein has had an outstanding
legal career and served as a justice on the
Michigan Supreme Court with distinction.

After earning a law degree from North-
western University in 1999, Mr. Bernstein
joined the Law Offices of Sam Bernstein,
where his work focused on defending the
rights of the disabled. In addition to his work
in ensuring that public facilities in Michigan are
accessible by disabled individuals in accord-
ance with federal law, Mr. Bernstein has also
served as an advocate for disabled rights
internationally through visits and lectures in
various countries, including Australia, Ecuador
and Israel. Mr. Bernstein has also compiled a
distinguished career in public service. In addi-
tion to currently serving an 8-year term on the
Michigan Supreme Court, Bernstein has pre-
viously been elected to the Wayne State Uni-
versity Board of Governors in 2002 and serv-
ing as its chair from 2009 to 2010.

Mr. Bernstein has fought tirelessly on behalf
of Michigan residents and those with disabil-
ities. During his time in private practice, Mr.
Bernstein helped represent the Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America in a case that resulted in im-
proved accessibility to the University of Michi-
gan’s athletic facilities. In addition, his advo-
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cacy and effort have resulted in improved ac-
cessibility for disabled fliers at Detroit Metro
Airport. For these accomplishments, Mr. Bern-
stein has received numerous awards, includ-
ing the University of Michigan’s James T.
Neubacher Award for his work to ensure equal
rights for individuals with disabilities. Mr. Bern-
stein’s record of outstanding public service
and advocacy on behalf of Michigan residents
is more than deserving of this prestigious
award.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Richard Bernstein and his record
of achievement. Mr. Bernstein’s professional
record and public service have benefited
Michigan and are worthy of commendation.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. BILL
GASKIN

HON. DAVID P. JOYCE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 20, 2017

Mr. JOYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to recognize Mr. Bill Gaskin of Chagrin
Falls, Ohio, who for the past forty years has
committed his life to growing manufacturing in
Northeast Ohio and around the country. Hav-
ing worked at the Precision Metalforming As-
sociation, based in Independence, Ohio, since
1977, Bill has spent the past seventeen years
as its President, and helped guide the metal-
working industry through some perilous times
and lately, through significant growth. Manu-
facturing is the backbone of our economy, not
just in Ohio but throughout the country. Busi-
nesses like those in my district are providing
family-sustaining careers to more than 12 mil-
lion Americans now working in manufacturing.
Upon his retirement this year, Bill will leave
the metalworking industry in much stronger
shape than when he first became involved
forty years ago. The industry is more vibrant
than ever, in part due to the efforts of Bill and
others who have committed themselves to
strengthening manufacturing in America. |
hope that Bill's dedication will serve as an ex-
ample to future generations of manufacturing
leaders.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE DOMINION
WOMAN’S CLUB

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 20, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to use this time to recognize the 10th an-
niversary of the Dominion Woman’s Club
(DWC) in Virginia’s 10th District. The DWC is
a member and volunteer organization that fo-
cuses on enhancing our community and advo-
cating for important issues—such as per-
forming arts, education, leadership, hospitality,
and conservation—through volunteer service
in both Prince William and Fauquier Counties.

The DWC was founded in 2007 under the
guidance of the General Federation of Wom-
en’'s Clubs of Virginia (GFWC-VA). The
GFWC-VA, founded in 1890, focuses on pro-
moting culture and education, increasing do-
mestic abuse awareness, and also estab-
lishing smaller, local clubs across Virginia. The
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