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President Trump’s budget would eliminate
the NEA’'s $148 million budget, the NEH’s
$148 million budget—accounting for less than
.03 percent of total discretionary spending. Yet
the impact they make on our communities is
enormous. While all fifty states would be neg-
atively impacted by these cuts, rural commu-
nities would be hit the hardest. According to
the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies,
approximately 25 percent of NEA block-grant
funds go to rural communities and 54 percent
to low-income areas.

A nation without arts is one without an iden-
tity. In the words of one of my heroes, the late
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, “The arts
are not a frill. The arts are a response to our
individuality and our nature, and help to shape
our identity. Art has the potential to unify. It
can speak in many languages without a trans-
lator. The arts do not discriminate. The arts
can lift us up.” And they do.

Artists have used their mediums to process
their experiences—and to share their perspec-
tives with all of us. There is no more valuable
gift. We must defend this funding.

HONORING JONATHAN SHUFFIELD

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize an individual who has served the
people of Arkansas’ Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict with dedication during the last two and a
half years. My legislative director, Jonathan
Shuffield, has led my legislative team since |
took office in January 2015, bringing with him
an extensive knowledge of federal lands, for-
estry, and how to navigate the legislative proc-
ess in the House.

Prior to serving the people of Arkansas,
Jonathan worked as a legislative assistant for
Congressman STEVE PEARCE of New Mexico
beginning in January 2011 and the Congres-
sional Western Caucus, where he served as
executive director until December 2014.

While | am disappointed to lose a valuable
member of my office’s senior leadership, |
know Jonathan will continue to make an im-
pact on the important issues in the years
ahead. | thank him for his work on behalf of
the people of Arkansas and wish him well as
he moves forward in his career.

COMMEMORATING 38TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 38th Anniversary of the Tai-
wan Relations Act (TRA), the pillar upon which
our robust friendship with Taiwan stands.

The United States and Taiwan share the
common interests and values of freedom, de-
mocracy, rule of laws, human rights and free
market. Our security commitment has helped
Taiwan become one of the most free and
prosperous societies in the world. The United
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States enjoys cooperation with Taiwan on a
broad range of concerns, including security,
economic cooperation and development, glob-
al engagement, humanitarian relief, counter-
terrorism, people-to-people exchanges—and
the list goes on. It is my firm belief that a
strong and prosperous Taiwan will guarantee
peace and prosperity in the region.

As we commemorate the 38th Anniversary
of the Taiwan Relations Act, it is in the na-
tional interest of the United States to take de-
cisive action to strengthen U.S.—Taiwan rela-
tions.

| also noticed that the President of the Peo-
ples Republic of China, Xi Jinping is visiting
the United States to visit with our President. It
is my hope that the upcoming meeting is posi-
tive and constructive. U.S. engagement with
the PRC is important to the peace and stability
of the region. We should always hope and in-
sist that the U.S.—-Taiwan relations, and Tai-
wan’s security and interests, are not in any
way compromised.

Taiwan is a great friend of the United
States. Taiwan is and will continue to be a
friend of the United States.

——————

HONORING WILLIAM T. COLEMAN

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
life of a civil rights champion: Secretary Wil-
liam T. Coleman, who | had the privilege to
know while working as a congressional staffer
for another civil rights hero, Congressman Ron
Dellums. Secretary Coleman served this coun-
try with character and conviction.

He served in World War Il and graduated
first in his 1946 Harvard Law School Class.
He also broke through racial barriers to be-
come the first African American Supreme
Court Clerk and the second African-American
in U.S. History to lead a Cabinet-level depart-
ment.

Secretary Coleman believed deeply in the
Constitution and fought to defend civil rights at
all costs. It was his commitment to that belief
that led Thurgood Marshall to recruit Secretary
Coleman to coauthor the legal brief in Brown
v. Board of Education in 1954. | was honored
to work in a bipartisan fashion alongside Sec-
retary Coleman’s Special Assistant, Elaine
Jones during his tenure as Secretary of Trans-
portation in the Ford Administration.

Together we were able to include language
on affirmative action in the Airport and Airway
Development Act. Secretary Coleman’s deter-
mination in the face of discrimination has
served as an inspiration for me throughout my
career.

My thoughts and prayers are with Bill’s wife
and family during this trying time. | am con-
fident that his legacy will live on through the
lives of those he touched.

May his soul rest in peace.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF SUPER-
VISOR JOHN J. BENOIT AND HIS
POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO THE
LIVES OF THOUSANDS OF RESI-
DENTS OF RIVERSIDE COUNTY

HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
life of Riverside County Supervisor John Be-
noit who passed away on December 26, 2016
after a life of public service to the people of
California and the residents of Riverside
County. Throughout his career, Mr. Benoit
served with duty, honor, and integrity and was
an example to many across the region.

Mr. Benoit began his life in public service
with the Corona Police Department and then
with the California Highway Patrol. Over the
next 30 years, Supervisor Benoit rose through
the ranks to become commander of the Indio
CHP Station. Because of his dedication and
tireless efforts, California’s highways and com-
munities are safer. Supervisor Benoit retired
from his distinguished career in law enforce-
ment in 2001 to pursue elected office.

Supervisor Benoit served as a board mem-
ber for the Desert Sands Unified School Dis-
trict in 1999. He also served as a State Sen-
ator and while serving as a California Assem-
blyman, Mr. Benoit drew from his dedication to
bettering the lives of children as well as his re-
spect for law and order to write, introduce, and
advance Aryanna’s Law, Assembly Bill 617,
which instituted tougher daycare safety meas-
ures. As a resident of California and a father
of twin girls, | personally thank him for his
work in protecting our children.

| am honored to have had the opportunity to
work with him while he was a Riverside Coun-
ty Supervisor. His dedication, respect, and
love for his constituents is as an example for
all who want to serve their community. | give
my deepest sympathies to his wife, Sheryl,
and to their two children, Ben and Sarah.

——
HONORING THE 2017 FAIRFAX
COUNTY STUDENT PEACE

AWARD RECIPIENTS
HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the recipients of the 2017 Fairfax
County Student Peace Awards.

The program was founded in 2006 to en-
courage high-school-aged students to think
about peace as both a means and an end,
and to recognize young people who work as
peacemakers. The program began with one
high school and expanded gradually from
there. By 2013, the program was offered in
every public high school in Fairfax County, as
well as in three private schools.

Participating high schools choose one junior
or senior or one student group active in pro-
moting peace and/or removing the causes of
conflict. Examples of outreach include: com-
mitting to peace by engaging in activities that
strive to end conflict, either locally or globally,
seeking to discuss or otherwise resolve poten-
tially controversial issues within the school or
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community, promoting the understanding of di-
visive issues and situations to bridge lan-
guage, ethnic, racial, religious, gender, sexual
orientation, or class differences, and working
to resolve conflicts among students or mem-
bers of the community who feel isolated or
alienated.

| am pleased to include in the RECORD the
names of this years Student Peace Award
winners.

Ethan Mirani,
Committee

Jasmine Howard, Centreville H.S.

Shaan Chudasama, Chantilly H.S.

Vanessa Mae Avendano, Falls Church H.S.

Sabah Munshi, Hayfield S.S.

Surabhi Khanal, Herndon H.S.

Naba Khan, King Abdullah Academy

Shafia Talat, King Abdullah Academy

Jamie Hunstad, Lake Braddock S.S.

Donya Momenian, Langley H.S.

Chrissie Ivanova, Langley H.S.

Naomi Soquar, Robert E. Lee H.S.

Sean Doyle, James Madison H.S.

Aidan Kemp, George C. Marshall H.S.

Josh Leong, McLean H.S.

Sam Gollob, McLean H.S.

Roza Al Barznji, Mountain View H.S.

Yosaph Boku, Mount Vernon H.S.

“Blossoming Beauties”, Quander
School

Narjes Bencheikh, South County H.S.

Emily Lockwood, South Lakes H.S.

Maiss Mohamed, JEB Stuart H.S.

Deema Alharthi, JEB Stuart H.S.

“TJ Minds Matter”, Thomas Jefferson H.S.

“Combating Intolerance”, West Potomac
H.S.

Rodney Wrice, West Springfield H.S.

Audrey Weyer, West Springfield H.S.

Mr. Speaker, the efforts of these young peo-
ple to build a more peaceful world in their own
communities are the building blocks of a more
peaceful and tolerant world. | commend them
on their efforts and dedication, and ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating each
recipient on receiving this award.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF RON FARA-
DAY, 2017 SUNDAY DISPATCH
PERSON OF THE YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Ron Faraday, who will be hon-
ored April 18 as the Greater Pittston Person of
the Year. Ron is the president of the Greater
Pittston Historical Society. Ron’s work with the
Greater Pittston Historical Society has helped
revitalize the organization’s involvement in the
community.

The Greater Pittston Historical Society was
founded in 2000 as a repository organization
so that members of the community could gath-
er, donate, and preserve items of local history.
Ron joined the organization in 2012. After an
increase of membership and reorganization in
2013, Ron was elected president of the Soci-
ety. It is headquartered at the Pittston Memo-
rial Library and has 85 active members. The
members diligently work to collect memorabilia
and digitize newspapers, photographs, and
other historical records. Under Ron’s leader-
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ship, the Greater Pittston Historical Society
has partnered with Misericordia University to
provide internships to students. The students
have helped with the Society’s website design,
research, and archiving materials. Ron was
also instrumental in pushing for the documen-
tary film “Our Town: Pittston” which was re-
leased on February 23, 2017 by WVIA-TV.

It is an honor to recognize Ron for all the
great work he has done with the Greater
Pittston Historical Society. | congratulate him
being named the Sunday Dispatch Person of
the Year.

———

HONORING NEW YORK CITY PUB-
LIC ADVOCATE LETITIA (TISH)
JAMES

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, this past Feb-
ruary, we all celebrated Black History Month.
As part of that celebration, | was honored to
hold my annual Black History Month event,
and to take time to recognize and pay tribute
to outstanding members of the New York City
community. | was proud to pay tribute to my
friend, New York City Public Advocate Letitia
“Tish” James. She has been a public servant
for many years, and worked tirelessly to im-
prove the lives of all New Yorkers.

Ms. James is the first African-American
Woman to serve as the New York City Public
Advocate and the first woman of color to hold
city wide office. This position is vital to New
Yorkers, as she acts to ensure that New York
City’s government is responsive, efficient, and
promoting policies that help all New Yorkers.
Her office investigates problems at city agen-
cies and pushes solutions both through our
court system and through the New York City
Council.

Since her election in 2013, Public Advocate
James has worked on numerous issues impor-
tant to Bronxites, including criminal justice re-
form, paid family leave, and protecting tenants
and affordable housing. She has helped lead
the push for police accountability, including the
use of body-worn cameras by the New York
Police Department. She has also worked to
ensure that special prosecutors are used in all
cases of police misconduct.

She has also worked to hold landlords ac-
countable to ensure that New Yorkers have
safe and affordable housing. Through the de-
velopment of the ‘Worst Landlords’ list and her
active legal strategy to ensure that landlords
are held to account for unsafe living condi-
tions, she has made a difference in the lives
of many Bronxites and New Yorkers.

Prior to being elected Public Advocate,
Letitia James represented Brooklyn as a Mem-
ber of the New York City Council from 2004 to
2013. As a City Council Member, she fought
for Paid Sick Leave, and passed the Safe
Housing Act, which ensured that thousands of
families in rental buildings receive prompt and
full repairs to their apartments. She was also
an early critic on the Council of the Office of
Payroll Administration’s CityTime contract, a
payroll system later found to be overly costly
and difficult to manage. As a result, she
worked to pass legislation addressing over-
sight of high-cost service contracts with the
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City of New York. While Chair to the Council’s
Sanitation Committee, she pushed-through a
revolutionary recycling package that included
expanding plastic recycling, a new clothing
and textile recycling program, and improved
public space recycling.

Public Advocate James is a graduate of
CUNY’s Lehman College and Howard Univer-
sity Law School. She previously served as an
Assistant Attorney General, and a public de-
fender. She currently resides in Brooklyn.

Tish James has helped many of my con-
stituents, and many residents of New York
City. Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you
and my distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Public Advocate Letitia James for her
perseverance and dedication to fighting for all
New Yorkers.

RECOGNITION OF FAMU DEVELOP-
MENT RESEARCH SCHOOL BABY
RATTLERS GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. AL LAWSON, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a school in my District who
was recently crowned as state champions for
the third time in three years. The FAMU De-
velopment Research School Baby Rattlers
Girls’ Basketball Team, led by Head Coach
Erika Cromartie, made history with a 46-37
win over Tampa Carrollwood in the FHSAA
Class 3A state championship game. As a fel-
low rattler, | am extremely proud of their hard
work and dedication in achieving this goal.

The baby Rattlers has had an amazing sea-
son and has made Florida’s fifth Congres-
sional District proud. They have represented
us well. Winning a state championship is a
testament to their impressive athletic ability,
unselfish mentality, and determination to suc-
ceed.

It takes a dedicated combination of skills
and many hours of practice to win a state title.
They have surely earned this honor. | look for-
ward to watching their future success in both
their academic and athletic pursuits and wish
them all the best in these future endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the Baby Rat-
tlers Girls’ Basketball Team on a job well
done.

———————

ENCOURAGING EMPLOYEE
OWNERSHIP ACT OF 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 4, 2017

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, today we con-
sider another bill requested by large corpora-
tions. But, | have to wonder, of all the things
the American public want, why is a revision to
the Securities and Exchange Commission
rules—Section 701 to be precise—the priority
for this week?

We've been here for three months now.
House Republicans set the agenda. They lead
this governing body. Why do they keep bring-
ing us bills that are the priorities of corporate
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