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TRIBUTE TO MARLENE HITT—28TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is 
an honor to pay homage to outstanding 
women who are making a difference in my 
Congressional District. I would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Marlene Hitt of 
Sunland, California. 

A lifelong Sunland resident and consum-
mate volunteer, Marlene has been active in 
many organizations in the Sunland-Tujunga 
community. She has been a member of the 
Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Council for 
many years, serving in various leadership 
roles and on many committees. 

Marlene has been a dedicated and devoted 
member of the Little Landers Historical Society 
(LLHS), a non-profit organization founded in 
1959 to preserve Bolton Hall, a 1913 historic 
stone building in Tujunga that was the 
Tujunga City Hall and the hub for many com-
munity activities up until the late 1950’s when 
it was saved from destruction. The LLHS sub-
sequently collects, preserves and displays 
records, artifacts and landmarks of the history 
of the Sunland-Tujunga area and people ac-
tive in that history in the Bolton Hall Museum. 
For nearly three decades, Ms. Hitt has capa-
bly and enthusiastically served the LLHS and 
Bolton Hall Museum as Museum Director, Do-
cent Director, Boardmember, Archivist and Do-
cent. In addition, Marlene and her husband 
Lloyd, were very involved in the successful ef-
fort to obtain historic designation for a portion 
of the Verdugo Hills Golf Course, where a 
World War II detention center for Japanese- 
Americans was located. 

A well-regarded writer, Ms. Hitt is a longtime 
member of the Chupa Rosa Writers of 
Sunland-Tujunga and the Foothills, and has 
authored anthologies, readings, poetry 
chapbooks, a non-fiction book: ‘‘Sunland- 
Tujunga, from Village to City,’’ and has written 
articles for many newspapers. Along with 
other community members, Marlene co-found-
ed the Sunland-Tujunga Poet Laureate pro-
gram, where she was honored to serve as its 
first Poet Laureate. 

Married for sixty-one years, Marlene and 
Lloyd have two children, two grandchildren 
and one great grandchild. 

I ask all Members to join me in honoring an 
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Marlene Hitt. 

RECOGNIZING MARY AND HANS 
POSTMA FOR THEIR COMMIT-
MENT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE ARTS IN GREATER PRINCE 
WILLIAM COUNTY 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend Mary and Hans Postma, the Seventh 
Annual Hylton Performing Arts Center Awards 
Gala honorees, for their endless contributions 
to expanding the reach of the arts in the 
Greater Prince William County area. 

In recognition of the arts being the heart of 
a civilized society, net proceeds from the an-
nual gala benefit the Hylton Center’s many ar-
tistic performances, arts education programs, 
veterans art and outreach initiatives, and the 
Hylton Center’s endowment. These programs 
help to ensure the continuation of artistic ex-
cellence in performances as well as the ac-
cessibility by area residents to quality artistic 
programs. 

Mary and Hans Postma have provided in-
strumental support to the Hylton Center even 
prior to its full conceptualization. As avid art 
enthusiasts, Mr. and Mrs. Postma have 
worked to ensure accessibility to art and artis-
tic programs for all. In the fall of 2013, Mary 
Postma founded Performing Arts for Kids 
(PAK) to support and foster the arts among 
children of all socioeconomic backgrounds in 
Greater Prince William County by actively pur-
suing opportunities at the Hylton Performing 
Arts Center. Through their established com-
munity relationships, Mr. and Mrs. Postma 
have expanded the PAK membership total to 
30 and have raised more than $20,000 to en-
courage the pursuit of advanced art education. 
During the 2013–2014 school year, PAK ex-
posed more than 2,000 schoolchildren to live 
dance highlights from The Nutcracker and 
Sleeping Beauty. In March of 2016, PAK 
sponsored A Place to Be’s Same Sky Project, 
‘‘Where Music Meets Therapy.’’ During the 
performance, children and young adults pro-
vided personal testimonies of their experi-
ences dealing with bullying and low self-es-
teems in light of their diagnosis with autism, 
Asperger’s, down syndrome, cerebral palsy, 
brain damage, and other ailments for an audi-
ence of 800 middle-school students and adults 
from Didlake, an AbilityOne Program. 

Over the short, storied history of the Hylton 
Performing Arts Center, a series of milestones 
have been reached but nothing has come to 
fruition without the dedication and support of 
Mary and Hans Postma. In the fall of 2016, 
Mr. and Mrs. Postma presented the Hylton 
Center with a ‘‘legacy gift’’ to name a re-
hearsal hall in the Education and Rehearsal 
Wing currently under construction. As 
Leonardo da Vinci once said, ‘‘Art is never fin-
ished, only abandoned.’’ We can take great 
comfort in knowing that with the support of 
Hans and Mary Postma as well as other great 

benefactors of the Hylton Performing Arts 
Center, art will never be abandoned. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending the Seventh Annual Hylton 
Performing Arts Awards Gala honorees, Mr. 
and Mrs. Postma, for their tireless stewardship 
of the arts in Greater Prince William County. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEFF COOK OF 
EAGLE ALLOY, MUSKEGON, 
MICHIGAN AND PRESIDENT OF 
THE AMERICAN FOUNDRY SOCI-
ETY 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Jeff Cook, Vice President of Eagle 
Alloy Inc. in Muskegon, Michigan, for his long- 
term contributions to Eagle Alloy and the U.S. 
metalcasting industry. Eagle Alloy is an inno-
vative steel foundry providing vital castings for 
key sectors including agriculture, construction, 
mining, defense and railroads. Metal castings 
are integral to virtually all U.S. manufacturing 
activities. Jeff joined Eagle Alloy in 1986 after 
graduating high school. His first position on 
the shop floor was as a grinder, machining 
castings on the third shift. He has worked his 
way up over the past thirty years to become 
Vice President of Sales and Marketing. 

Jeff is passionate about attracting the next 
generation to the metalcasting industry and 
has dedicated significant amount of time 
reaching out to local schools and businesses 
about careers in the metal casting industry. In 
addition, he has been actively involved in the 
leadership of the local American Foundry So-
ciety (AFS) West Michigan Chapter for many 
years. He joined the AFS National Board of 
Directors in 2011, where he spent the past 
year as its President traveling across the 
country, meeting with thousands of 
metalcasters and suppliers underscoring the 
importance of taking time to ‘‘Attract. Educate. 
Support’’ the next generation of metalcasters. 
AFS is the major trade and technical associa-
tion for the North American metalcasting in-
dustry. The association has more than 8,000 
members representing over 2,000 
metalcasting firms, their suppliers and cus-
tomers. 

In Muskegon, Jeff has reached out to edu-
cational institutions, including local high 
schools and Muskegon Community College, to 
better communicate the skills needed and the 
certifications that are in demand in the indus-
try. Through the AFS chapter, Jeff has worked 
with local schools to host student night, where 
they showcase the traveling casting kit, known 
as Foundry in a Box. It shows students how 
to form patterns, melt them, the cleanup proc-
ess behind it, and gives an overview of how 
castings are made. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
congratulate Jeff Cook, as he completes his 
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successful term as AFS President, for his 
strong commitment and dedication to Eagle 
Alloy and to the growth and prospering of the 
metalcasting industry. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE AND CA-
REER OF SECRETARY WILLIAM 
T. COLEMAN, JR. 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the distinguished life and career of Wil-
liam T. Coleman, Jr., a fellow Pennsylvanian, 
who passed away on March 31, 2017 at the 
age of 96. 

Coleman served our Nation as the fourth 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation, from March 7, 1975 to January 20, 
1977. He was nominated by and served under 
President Gerald R. Ford. 

Ironically, just one day after the passing of 
Secretary Coleman, the Department he once 
led marked its 50th anniversary of operation. 

President Ford nominated Coleman, a fellow 
Republican, to serve as Secretary based in 
part on his expertise in transportation law. 
During his tenure at the Department, he 
worked to strengthen the long-term viability of 
the U.S. rail industry, oversaw the opening of 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration’s automobile test facility at East Liberty, 
Ohio, established the Materials Transportation 
Bureau to address pipeline and hazardous 
materials transportation safety, and opened 
the United States to flights of the Concorde 
aircraft. 

As Transportation Secretary, William Cole-
man was beloved by Members of Congress 
from both sides of the aisle. My father served 
on the Public Works and Transportation Com-
mittee during Secretary Coleman’s tenure. The 
two were good friends, even though they 
didn’t agree on every issue. On one occasion, 
the previous Congressman Shuster gave the 
Secretary a particularly difficult time during a 
committee hearing. Afterwards, my father re-
ceived a bottle of wine from the Secretary and 
a note that said, ‘‘I hope we’re still friends.’’ Al-
though it never crossed my father’s mind that 
they wouldn’t be, Secretary Coleman’s gesture 
is one small example of why he was so well 
respected. 

By the time William Coleman was sworn in 
as the Secretary of Transportation, he had al-
ready made his important and indelible mark 
on U.S. history. 

Coleman was the second African American 
to serve in a cabinet-level post, following Rob-
ert Weaver, who served as housing secretary 
under President Johnson. Appropriately 
enough, his oath of office was administered by 
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall, 
with whom Coleman had previously worked 
alongside to help end discrimination and se-
cure greater equality for all Americans. 

For example, they worked together—Cole-
man writing legal briefs for Marshall—on 
Brown v. Board of Education, the case which 
ultimately ended the doctrine of ‘‘separate but 
equal’’ and segregation in our public school 
system. This alone would have been an ex-
ceptional achievement for an African American 
from the Germantown area of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, who attended a segregated ele-
mentary school. 

However, Coleman also later argued against 
a law that prohibited interracial couples from 
living together, and soon after, the Supreme 
Court ended all prohibitions against interracial 
marriage in the United States. 

Coleman was the first African American to 
serve as law clerk to a Supreme Court Jus-
tice, worked to defend civil rights activists, and 
served as president of the NAACP Legal De-
fense Fund. He also served as a lawyer on 
the Warren Commission, charged with inves-
tigating President Kennedy’s assassination. 
During his career, Coleman served in the mili-
tary, argued 19 cases before the Supreme 
Court, co-chaired the White House Con-
ference on Civil Rights, and was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1995. 

Ably serving as the U.S. Secretary of Trans-
portation would have been a notable enough 
accomplishment, but William T. Coleman, Jr. 
achieved much more than that. He will be re-
membered as a thoughtful, dedicated, and just 
man who helped spearhead the fight for equal 
rights for all Americans. 

f 

HONORING SUSAN K. WRIGHT 
AFTER 40 YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
WRIGHT CITY HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mrs. 
Susan K. Wright, who will be retiring on May 
17, 2017 after 40 years teaching biology and 
coaching track and field at Wright City High 
School. 

Mrs. Wright was influenced by several 
teachers throughout her childhood that posi-
tively affected her decision to dedicate her life 
to educating America’s youth. For example, 
her 1st grade teacher taught her the impor-
tance of caring, her high school biology teach-
er introduced her to an interest in the 
sciences, and a college professor showed her 
that everyone can become great even without 
being the best. The enthusiasm Mrs. Wright 
has shown over the past four decades has 
been appreciated by her colleagues and stu-
dents. She has truly made the classroom and 
track field a fun learning environment. 

While growing up in St. Louis County, Mrs. 
Wright attended Webster Groves High School. 
After spending her youth in such a big district, 
she was instilled with the desire to spend her 
teaching years in a smaller school. After re-
ceiving her bachelor’s degree in education 
from Missouri State University, she began her 
teaching career at Wright City High School. 
Mrs. Wright started the track and field program 
at Wright City High School and the track now 
bears her name. Throughout the years, she 
has been a motivational mentor to numerous 
students and has always been willing to give 
a few extra moments to those who might need 
a listening ear. 

Mrs. Wright is involved with the National 
Science Teachers Association and is active in 
her local community. She is passionate about 
volunteering and teaching her students to 
have that same giving spirit. Mrs. Wright has 
contributed many hours to the Blue and Gold 

Scholarship Dinner, the Christmas celebration 
Strassenbash, and the local Easter egg hunt. 

The love Mrs. Wright has for teaching and 
coaching has never waned over the years. As 
Mrs. Wright puts it, ‘‘to be a great teacher is 
to know your subject matter and be willing to 
grow as education grows, to care about those 
that you work with and especially the students 
you teach, to set your goals high and work 
diligently to reach each goal.’’ Her under-
standing, passion and mentality are something 
that all teachers should strive to attain. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mrs. 
Susan Wright on her retirement after 40 years 
of improving the lives of all who walk the halls 
at Wright City High School. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAMILLE 
LOMBARDO—28TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT WOMAN OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is 
an honor to pay homage to outstanding 
women who are making a difference in my 
Congressional District. I would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Camille Lombardo 
of Pasadena, California. 

Camille has a Bachelor of Arts in Theology 
degree from Pitzer College and a Master of 
Business Administration from Pepperdine Uni-
versity. 

For twenty-five years, Camille has admirably 
served as Executive Director of the Friends of 
the Observatory (FOTO), the non-profit organi-
zation that supports the world-renowned Grif-
fith Observatory in Los Angeles. During this 
time, Ms. Lombardo has not only raised tens 
of millions of dollars for the Observatory, but 
has also been a leader in assisting with the 
development, planning and execution of key 
Observatory initiatives. During her tenure, she 
spearheaded the funding effort of the public- 
private partnership with the City of Los Ange-
les for the observatory’s ninety-three million 
dollar expansion and renovation project, rais-
ing over twenty-five million dollars of that in 
private funding and working with local, state 
and federal agencies to secure public funding. 

Ms. Lombardo has continued to raise mil-
lions of dollars for upgrades in the ten years 
to the observatory. These include the plane-
tarium show production capability, theater pro-
jection and sound systems, and the ability to 
record and broadcast live astronomical obser-
vations and special events, thus greatly ex-
panding its audience both world-wide and at 
the observatory itself. In addition, Camille 
raises funds for the observatory’s school pro-
gram for fifth-graders which serves 25,000 
mostly public school students annually, and 
Bus Scholarship program for disadvantaged 
schools, resulting in free school programs. 

A consummate professional, Ms. Lombardo 
capably guides FOTO with its thousands of 
members and many activities, and works ef-
fortlessly with the City of Los Angeles and the 
observatory staff on policy issues, building im-
provements, and major events organization 
and implementation. 
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