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original cosponsors, BRAD SCHNEIDER, PETER
ROSKAM, ELIOT ENGEL, RANDY WEBER, NITA
Lowey, TeED DEUTCH, GUS BILIRAKIS, and
MARC VEASEY are also original cosponsors.

| wrote the provisions of the Global Anti-
Semitism Review Act of 2004 to create in the
State Department the Office to Monitor and
Combat Anti-Semitism and the Special Envoy
to lead it. President Bush signed the bill into
law and since then the Special Envoy and Of-
fice have been crucial tools in our global fight
against Anti-Semitism.

However, as witnesses testified at a recent
hearing | chaired on “Anti-Semitism across
Borders,” the ninth hearing | have chaired on
Anti-Semitism, Anti-Semitic hatred has metas-
tasized across the ideological spectrum.
Secularists, Islamists, extremists on the right,
and extremists on the left, propagate Anti-
Semitism. Violent Anti-Semitic attacks have
become more frequent and perpetrators are
learning from and sometimes even cooper-
ating with each other across national bound-
aries.

It's urgent that we enhance the position of
Special Envoy to match the threats to Jewish
communities and make sure our response is
strong and focused. This legislation:

Elevates the position of Special Envoy to
Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism to the rank
of Ambassador;

Directs the Special Envoy to report directly
to the Secretary of State;

Prohibits the Special Envoy from being dou-
ble-hatted with another portfolio of issues;

Emphasizes that the Special Envoy should
be a person of recognized distinction in the
field of combating Anti-Semitism or religious
freedom; and

Clarifies that Special Envoy shall be the pri-
mary advisor and coordinator for U.S. govern-
ment efforts to monitor and combat Anti-Semi-
tism and Anti-Semitic incitement in foreign
countries.

Mr. Speaker, many leading groups support
this bill, including Agudath Israel of America,
American Jewish Committee, Anti-Defamation
League, B’nai B'’rith International, The Con-
ference of Presidents of Major American Jew-
ish Organizations, The Jewish Federations of
North America, National Coalition Supporting
Eurasian Jewry, Orthodox Union, Secure
Community Network, Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter, and the World Jewish Congress of North
America.

| call on my colleagues to cosponsor this bill
so that it moves through the Congress and
gets to the President as soon as possible.
With these enhancements, and full staffing,
the Special Envoy can help ensure that Amer-
ica continues to lead the world toward defeat-
ing the ancient, unique evil of Anti-Semitism
and keeping Jewish communities throughout
the world safe and secure.

HONORING MR. JEAN DECURTINS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take a moment to recognize the last sur-
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viving member of the Stillwater, Minnesota
“Last Man’s Club” of World War Il veterans,
Mr. Jean DeCurtins.

At age 98, Mr. DeCurtins is the only survivor
of the 180 men who left Stillwater in February
1941 as part of the Minnesota Army National
Guard’s 34th Infantry Division Red Bulls mobi-
lization for World War Il. The A&D Last Man’s
Club was named for the A and D Army Com-
panies in which members served and in honor
of Stillwater’s original Last Man’s Club of 34
Civil War veterans.

Private DeCurtins served in Company D, the
heavy-weapons company of the 133rd Infantry
Regiment, 34th Infantry Division. He fought in
six battles and 14 engagements in North Afri-
ca and ltaly, including the Battles of Monte
Cassino and the Gothic Line. Injured twice
during his service, taking shrapnel to his hand
at the Battle of Kasserine Pass in Tunisa and
in the head at the Anzio beachhead in ltaly,
DeCurtins returned to the battlefield both
times. For his brave service, DeCurtins was
awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple
Heart.

The day after Christmas in 1944, Mr.
DeCurtins returned to his parents’ home in
Stillwater, a decorated Army Private First
Class. He took a job on a line crew for North-
ern States Power Co. where he worked until
he retired in 1981. He still lives in his parents’
home with his brother Johnny, also a World
War Il veteran, a home he has lived in for
over 90 years. Still active in his community
and an avid reader, DeCurtins visits the Still-
water Public Library twice daily and attends
Mass at the Church of St. Michael every Sat-
urday evening.

His humility, perseverance, and sacrifice
certainly personifies those known as “the
Greatest Generation,” and we are proud to
recognize him today as we remember all with
whom he served. Mr. Speaker, please join me
in rising to honor Mr. DeCurtins’s courage and
commitment to our nation.

——————

TRIBUTE TO DEB WHEATLEY
FIELD

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Deb
Wheatley Field of Atlantic, lowa, for her recent
retirement after 35 years of dedicated service
to the City of Atlantic as the City Clerk.

Over her 35 years as City Clerk, Deb was
able to calculate that she attended around 950
City Council meetings. Her expertise has been
an invaluable tool for the city throughout her
career. Not only is Deb an expert on all things
Atlantic, but she has also exhibited ethical
standards and professionalism second to
none. As Atlantic moves forward after Deb’s
retirement, Deb’s legacy will, with no doubt,
continue to have a lasting impact on the way
the city is run for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, Deb has made a difference in
her community by helping and serving others.
It is with great pride that | recognize her today.
| ask that all of my colleagues in the United
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States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Deb on her accomplishments
and in wishing her nothing but continued suc-
cess in her retirement.

——————

RECOGNIZING JACINTA ELM ON
RECEIVING THE U.S. SMALL
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION’S
2017 FINANCIAL SERVICES CHAM-
PION AWARD FROM GUAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Jacinta ElIm on
her selection as the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration’s 2017 Financial Services Cham-
pion for Guam. Jacinta is being honored for
her work in assisting small business owners
through advocacy efforts to increase the use-
fulness and availability of accounting or finan-
cial services for small businesses.

Jacinta is the Assistant Vice President of
the Anti-Money Laundering and Fraud Division
for the Bank of Guam, the largest financial in-
stitution on Guam, serving individual clients,
small businesses, middle-market and large
corporations, and government entities. She is
responsible for conveying awareness of the
threat of cybercrime facing small businesses.
Jacinta is one of only two Certified Anti-Money
Laundering Specialists on Guam. Her training
included identifying money laundering and ter-
rorist financing methods, the best practices to
stop these and other financial crimes, as well
as key related legislation in place worldwide,
and Anti-Money Laundering standards and de-
veloping defenses for financial institutions to
stop terrorist financing and money laundering.
Through Jacinta’s certification, the Bank of
Guam and its customers have access to the
most reputable and recognizable network of
specialized knowledge.

She is a cancer survivor who lost the ability
to walk and had to re-learn how to walk.
Jacinta has used the lessons she learned in
fighting cancer and applies that same passion
to helping others within the Bank of Guam and
the community to identify and manage risks
that could lead to unintended, potentially cata-
strophic consequences. Jacinta leads the
Bank of Guam’s regular outreach program for
Money Services Businesses which provide
services such as check cashing, money trans-
fer, prepaid store value cards, money orders,
travelers’ checks, and tax preparation for cli-
ents. This is an outreach provided by the Bank
of Guam to enhance awareness, which no
other local financial institution provides.
Jacinta helps Money Services Businesses
meet their Bank Secrecy Act compliance obli-
gations, protect the community and customers
they serve and maintain strong relationships
with their financial and banking partners.

| join the people of Guam in congratulating
Jacinta Elm on her selection as the SBA’s
2017 Financial Services Champion for Guam.
| commend her for her many contributions to
our island and community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE MIDDLE-
TOWN VOLUNTEER FIRE AND
RESCUE COMPANY, INC.

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the 75th anniversary of the Middletown
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company, Inc. in
Frederick County, Virginia. Established in April
of 1942, the Company formed in response to
a devastating fire that nearly destroyed an en-
tire block in Middletown, including the land
where the Fire Station stands today. The origi-
nal membership of the Company of a mere
twenty-two has nearly tripled over the past 75
years. | would like to personally commend the
courageous men and women who so selflessly
volunteer their time and put themselves in
danger on behalf of their neighbors, friends,
and strangers, without asking for anything in
return.

Through both exemplary leadership and
community support, the Middletown Volunteer
Fire and Rescue Company has grown expo-
nentially since its inception in 1942. Under the
longtime leadership of Fire Chief Emeritus
Henry Shiley, who only recently retired after
53 years of service, the Company transformed
into a full-service emergency relief unit, and |
have great confidence that the Company will
continue to prosper under Chief Mark Dalton.
Additionally, one support organization that has
contributed to the growth of the Company im-
mensely is the Lady Auxiliary, which formed in
1943 with the intention of providing both finan-
cial and moral support to the Company. Over
the years, they have raised hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars through community events
and fundraisers, and their service to the Com-
pany is invaluable.

Today the Middletown Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Company, which in 1942 only had one
firetruck, is now a full service Company that
protects the lives and properties of individuals
from fires, accidents, illnesses and other
emergencies in the Town of Middletown, Fred-
erick County, and the surrounding vicinity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding the Middletown Volunteer Fire
and Rescue Company, Inc. for their years of
selfless service and heroism and to again con-
gratulate them on this tremendous milestone.
| wish them all the best in all of their future en-
deavors.

———

IN HONOR OF THE CHANGE OF
COMMAND OF COLONEL
MARTINE KIDD

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the change of com-
mand of Colonel Martine S. Kidd, the 34th
Commander of the Anniston Army Depot.

Colonel Kidd enlisted in the Army Reserve
as a Supply Specialist in 1989. She was com-
missioned as a Quartermaster Officer in 1994.

Her first assignment was to the 7th Bat-
talion, 159th Aviation Regiment, lllesheim,
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Germany, where she worked as a Supply Pla-
toon Leader and Battalion S1, and later de-
ployed to Operation Joint Endeavor. Next, she
was assigned to the 10th Mountain Division,
holding several positions including Main Sup-
port Battalion S3, Company Commander, and
Division Support Command S4. Later, she
served as the Aide-de-Camp for the Com-
manding General of the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service, also deploying in support
of Operation Iragi Freedom in Kuwait and Iraqg.
In April 2007, she deployed as the Logistics
Planner for the 3rd Infantry Division during the
OIF Surge in Irag. Afterwards, she was a Lo-
gistics Instructor at the Command and General
Staff College, and was the Executive Officer to
the Deputy Commandant/Deputy Commanding
General for the Combined Arms Center. In
July 2010, she deployed again, serving as the
Executive Officer to the Deputy Commanding
General for Support, United States Forces-
Irag. In June 2011, she assumed Command of
the America’s East Battalion for the Defense
Logistics Agency-Energy, in Houston, Texas.
Later, she transitioned to Fort Belvoir, Va.
working as the Executive Officer to the Com-
manding General of U.S. Army Cyber Com-
mand. In July of 2015, Col. Kidd became the
34th Commander of the Anniston Army Depot
in Anniston, Alabama.

Among her awards and decorations are the
Legion of Merit, two Bronze Star Medals, the
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, three Mer-
itorious Service Medals, the Joint Service
Commendation Medal, three Army Com-
mendation Medals, and the NATO Medal. In
April of 2015, she was selected as a Distin-
guished Member of the Quartermaster Regi-
ment.

Colonel Kidd is married to Justin E. Kidd
who is an Assistant Professor at the Army’s
CGSC, a former U.S. Marine and a retired
U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Colonel Kidd on her change of com-
mand and wishing her the best in her future
endeavors.

——————

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BUDGET
PROPOSED BY THE TRUMP AD-
MINISTRATION

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in opposition to the draconian 31 percent cut
to the international affairs budget proposed by
the Trump Administration.

President Trump’s budget would starve our
nation’s diplomacy and development efforts at
a time of increased challenges to global secu-
rity and stability.

Strategic investments in development and
diplomacy, alongside a strong defense, are
essential to fight terrorism, support our allies,
and uphold America’s leadership role in the
world.

If the United States retreats from our global
commitments, then we cede ground to coun-
tries that do not share American interests and
pose a risk to American values.

You do not make America great again by
unilaterally withdrawing from the world.

Since World War Il, we have been and we
remain the essential nation. Ronald Reagan
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used to talk about making America that shin-
ing city upon a hill.

What he meant was a beacon, a place peo-
ple could look to for succor, human rights ad-
vocacy, and protection. That is who we are.

Yesterday, the Trump Administration an-
nounced that it was ending all funding for the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),
which works to provide access to contracep-
tives, prevent unsafe abortions, and stop ma-
ternal deaths around the world.

Cutting these funds threatens the lives of
millions of girls and women.

Throughout U.S. development operations,
we are fostering American values through sup-
port for civil society, free markets, independent
media, and democratic institutions.

At a time when countries like Russia and
China are undermining democratic institutions
and the post-WWII international order, we
need robust diplomatic and development oper-
ations more than ever.

Foreign assistance is not just a nice thing to
do. It opens foreign markets for American
businesses and creates enduring partnerships
abroad.

For example, what began as a donor-recipi-
ent relationship between the United States
and South Korea in the wake of the Korean
War has since blossomed into an unbreakable
alliance bound by shared military, diplomatic,
cultural, and economic ties. South Korea is
now our sixth largest trading partner.

We turn to diplomacy to solve our most in-
tractable national security challenges.

It is a political solution we seek in Syria, not
a military one. It is the JCPOA, a multilateral
diplomatic effort, that has effectively reversed
the Iranian nuclear threat.

It is our aid and reconstruction efforts that
will eliminate terrorists’ sanctuaries in Afghani-
stan, not a permanent military presence.

Pulling out the rug beneath our nation’s dip-
lomats not only makes their efforts less effec-
tive, but it also further exposes our military by
shifting the entire burden to them.

More than 120 retired generals and admirals
recently wrote a letter to Congress on this
matter saying “the State Department, USAID,
Millennium Challenge Corporation, Peace
Corps and other development agencies are
critical to preventing conflict and reducing the
need to put our men and women in uniform in
harm’s way.”

This is no longer a battle about numbers or
a budget. This is a battle about who we are
as a people and what role we will play in
shaping the world we hand over to our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

There are people who benefit from the
United States’ diplomatic and foreign aid ef-
forts, who are fighting for democracy as we
speak, putting their lives on the line counting
on us to have their backs.

This is not the time to retreat. But that is
what this budget does. We must fight this
budget for the sake of that shining city upon
a hill.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
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