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The dedication demonstrated by Stacey
Tejada-Sandoval is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Stacey Tejada-Sandoval for winning the
Adams County Mayors and Commissioners
Youth Award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of her
future accomplishments.

TRIBUTE TO JUDY LOONAN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Judy
Loonan, of Loonan Stock Farm in Corning,
lowa, for being named lowa’s Seedstock Pro-
ducer of the Year.

This award is sponsored by the lowa Beef
Breeds Council and was presented at the
lowa Beef Expo Kick-Off Program. This award
is given to honor outstanding cattle producers
in the seedstock industry. Judy has been in
the cattle business for 42 years, raising Red
Angus, Simmental and Red SimAngus Cattle.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Judy dem-
onstrates the rewards of hard-work and deter-
mination. Her efforts embody the lowa spirit
and | am honored to represent her, and
lowans like her, in the United States Con-
gress. | ask that all of my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Judy for her achieve-
ments and in wishing her nothing but contin-
ued success.

RECOGNIZING AND JOINING AU-
TISM COMMUNITY TOGETHER
(ACT) IN CELEBRATING THE
MONTH OF APRIL AS AUTISM
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Guam’s Autism Community To-
gether (ACT) as they join Autism Speaks and
the international community in celebrating the
month of April as Autism Awareness Month to
shine a light on autism. | also join the pledge
to “Light It Up Blue” throughout the month of
April to support autism awareness and autism
acceptance.

World Autism Awareness Day (WAAD) was
established by the United Nations in 2007 to
raise awareness of the issues surrounding
people, particularly children with autism world-
wide. World Autism Awareness Day has since
been commemorated throughout the world by
communities wearing blue. Autism Community
Together is Guam’s local organization leading
the efforts to increase autism awareness and
promoting World Autism Awareness Day. Au-
tism Community Together is an organization
based in Guam as a support group for families

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

with autistic children. Though we have made
great strides as a nation to improve services
and opportunities for peoples with disabilities,
there are still improvements that can be made.
ACT is dedicated to helping individuals and
parents find resources, support, and training
while making diligent strides to increase the
awareness of autism spectrum disorders and
advocating for effective services and the
unique needs of individuals with autism and
their families.

During the month of April, | also encourage
those throughout the Guam community and
the nation to participate and pledge to “Light
It Up Blue.” Individuals and organizations can
show their support by asking friends, family,
and colleagues to wear blue or accessorize
with blue; light up homes and businesses with
blue lights and decorations; and turn social
media pictures blue. These are just small acts
that we can do as a community to show our
support for autism awareness and acceptance.

Additionally, | commend Autism Community
Together as it hosts the 10th Annual Autism
Awareness Fair “Acceptance in Action” to co-
incide with World Autism Day. The Autism
Awareness Fair is the largest outreach event
hosted by ACT throughout the year and brings
together government agencies, non-profit or-
ganizations, service providers, support ven-
dors with the intent to provide information and
resources on the various disability related pro-
grams and services available on Guam.

On behalf of the people of Guam, | thank
the Autism Community Together organization
and all government agencies and community
partners for their assistance to spread autism
awareness and acceptance. | join ACT in
pledging to light up the island of Guam blue
throughout the month of April and look forward
to their future contributions in opening more
opportunities to those in our community living
with autism.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ARAB
AMERICAN COMMUNITY DURING
ARAB AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Arab American community dur-
ing Arab American Heritage Month. Arab
Americans embody the core values of our
country through their initiative, work ethic and
dedication to faith and family, and their con-
tributions to the United States are worthy of
commendation.

April is widely recognized as Arab American
Heritage Month, and it is important that we ac-
knowledge the vital role that this community
plays in our country’s civic life. According to
the Arab American Institute, almost four million
Arab Americans live and work through the
United States, with a variety of backgrounds
and cultures. These individuals have made
vital contributions across a variety of fields, in-
cluding medicine, business and government.
Arab Americans represent individuals from all
backgrounds and walks of life, and their family
values, strong work ethic, dedication to edu-
cation, and diversity in faith and creed that
have added strength to our great democracy.
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| am fortunate to represent one of the larg-
est Arab American communities in the country
in Dearborn, Michigan. Dearborn is a diverse
blue-collar city that is home to a branch of the
world-class University of Michigan and an
iconic American auto company in Ford Motor
Company, and the Arab American community
continues to play a key role in their successes
and other endeavors in the city. These hard-
working individuals exemplify the values that
make America great, and we must continue to
recognize the heritage and contributions of the
Arab American community to the United
States. During Arab American Heritage Month,
it is my hope that the contributions of Arab
Americans throughout the country will be
given the recognition and acclaim that they
deserve.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the Arab American community and
their accomplishments during Arab American
Heritage Month. Their positive impact on the
United States’ civic life is deserving of recogni-
tion.

———

HONORING 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SURETY BONDS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 75th Anniversary of
the National Association of Surety Bond Pro-
ducers (NASBP). Formed in 1942, NASBP is
a national trade organization representing
firms employing licensed surety bond pro-
ducers and allied professionals. NASBP pro-
ducers specialize in providing surety bonds for
construction contracts and for other purposes
to companies and individuals needing the as-
surance offered by surety bonds. The NASBP
bond producer stands as the bridge between
the construction firm and the surety company
and works closely with the construction busi-
ness to position the business to meet under-
writing requirements to obtain surety credit for
bonded work. Surety bonds are a time-hon-
ored, vital component of federal and state pro-
curement systems, where a furnished surety
bond evidences a contractor’s qualifications to
undertake the contract sought and taxpayer
funds are protected through the surety bond’s
guarantee of performance. Mr. Speaker, |
want to again extend my good wishes and
recognize NASBP on its 75th Anniversary, and
| encourage my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to do the same.

————

SPECIAL ENVOY TO COMBAT AND
MONITOR ANTI-SEMITISM ACT
OF 2017

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to announce that | have introduced
the bipartisan Special Envoy to Monitor and
Combat Anti-Semitism Act of 2017 (H.R.
1911), along with my colleagues and lead




April 5, 2017

original cosponsors, BRAD SCHNEIDER, PETER
ROSKAM, ELIOT ENGEL, RANDY WEBER, NITA
Lowey, TeED DEUTCH, GUS BILIRAKIS, and
MARC VEASEY are also original cosponsors.

| wrote the provisions of the Global Anti-
Semitism Review Act of 2004 to create in the
State Department the Office to Monitor and
Combat Anti-Semitism and the Special Envoy
to lead it. President Bush signed the bill into
law and since then the Special Envoy and Of-
fice have been crucial tools in our global fight
against Anti-Semitism.

However, as witnesses testified at a recent
hearing | chaired on “Anti-Semitism across
Borders,” the ninth hearing | have chaired on
Anti-Semitism, Anti-Semitic hatred has metas-
tasized across the ideological spectrum.
Secularists, Islamists, extremists on the right,
and extremists on the left, propagate Anti-
Semitism. Violent Anti-Semitic attacks have
become more frequent and perpetrators are
learning from and sometimes even cooper-
ating with each other across national bound-
aries.

It's urgent that we enhance the position of
Special Envoy to match the threats to Jewish
communities and make sure our response is
strong and focused. This legislation:

Elevates the position of Special Envoy to
Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism to the rank
of Ambassador;

Directs the Special Envoy to report directly
to the Secretary of State;

Prohibits the Special Envoy from being dou-
ble-hatted with another portfolio of issues;

Emphasizes that the Special Envoy should
be a person of recognized distinction in the
field of combating Anti-Semitism or religious
freedom; and

Clarifies that Special Envoy shall be the pri-
mary advisor and coordinator for U.S. govern-
ment efforts to monitor and combat Anti-Semi-
tism and Anti-Semitic incitement in foreign
countries.

Mr. Speaker, many leading groups support
this bill, including Agudath Israel of America,
American Jewish Committee, Anti-Defamation
League, B’nai B'’rith International, The Con-
ference of Presidents of Major American Jew-
ish Organizations, The Jewish Federations of
North America, National Coalition Supporting
Eurasian Jewry, Orthodox Union, Secure
Community Network, Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter, and the World Jewish Congress of North
America.

| call on my colleagues to cosponsor this bill
so that it moves through the Congress and
gets to the President as soon as possible.
With these enhancements, and full staffing,
the Special Envoy can help ensure that Amer-
ica continues to lead the world toward defeat-
ing the ancient, unique evil of Anti-Semitism
and keeping Jewish communities throughout
the world safe and secure.

HONORING MR. JEAN DECURTINS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take a moment to recognize the last sur-
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viving member of the Stillwater, Minnesota
“Last Man’s Club” of World War Il veterans,
Mr. Jean DeCurtins.

At age 98, Mr. DeCurtins is the only survivor
of the 180 men who left Stillwater in February
1941 as part of the Minnesota Army National
Guard’s 34th Infantry Division Red Bulls mobi-
lization for World War Il. The A&D Last Man’s
Club was named for the A and D Army Com-
panies in which members served and in honor
of Stillwater’s original Last Man’s Club of 34
Civil War veterans.

Private DeCurtins served in Company D, the
heavy-weapons company of the 133rd Infantry
Regiment, 34th Infantry Division. He fought in
six battles and 14 engagements in North Afri-
ca and ltaly, including the Battles of Monte
Cassino and the Gothic Line. Injured twice
during his service, taking shrapnel to his hand
at the Battle of Kasserine Pass in Tunisa and
in the head at the Anzio beachhead in ltaly,
DeCurtins returned to the battlefield both
times. For his brave service, DeCurtins was
awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple
Heart.

The day after Christmas in 1944, Mr.
DeCurtins returned to his parents’ home in
Stillwater, a decorated Army Private First
Class. He took a job on a line crew for North-
ern States Power Co. where he worked until
he retired in 1981. He still lives in his parents’
home with his brother Johnny, also a World
War Il veteran, a home he has lived in for
over 90 years. Still active in his community
and an avid reader, DeCurtins visits the Still-
water Public Library twice daily and attends
Mass at the Church of St. Michael every Sat-
urday evening.

His humility, perseverance, and sacrifice
certainly personifies those known as “the
Greatest Generation,” and we are proud to
recognize him today as we remember all with
whom he served. Mr. Speaker, please join me
in rising to honor Mr. DeCurtins’s courage and
commitment to our nation.

——————

TRIBUTE TO DEB WHEATLEY
FIELD

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Deb
Wheatley Field of Atlantic, lowa, for her recent
retirement after 35 years of dedicated service
to the City of Atlantic as the City Clerk.

Over her 35 years as City Clerk, Deb was
able to calculate that she attended around 950
City Council meetings. Her expertise has been
an invaluable tool for the city throughout her
career. Not only is Deb an expert on all things
Atlantic, but she has also exhibited ethical
standards and professionalism second to
none. As Atlantic moves forward after Deb’s
retirement, Deb’s legacy will, with no doubt,
continue to have a lasting impact on the way
the city is run for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, Deb has made a difference in
her community by helping and serving others.
It is with great pride that | recognize her today.
| ask that all of my colleagues in the United
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States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Deb on her accomplishments
and in wishing her nothing but continued suc-
cess in her retirement.

——————

RECOGNIZING JACINTA ELM ON
RECEIVING THE U.S. SMALL
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION’S
2017 FINANCIAL SERVICES CHAM-
PION AWARD FROM GUAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Jacinta ElIm on
her selection as the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration’s 2017 Financial Services Cham-
pion for Guam. Jacinta is being honored for
her work in assisting small business owners
through advocacy efforts to increase the use-
fulness and availability of accounting or finan-
cial services for small businesses.

Jacinta is the Assistant Vice President of
the Anti-Money Laundering and Fraud Division
for the Bank of Guam, the largest financial in-
stitution on Guam, serving individual clients,
small businesses, middle-market and large
corporations, and government entities. She is
responsible for conveying awareness of the
threat of cybercrime facing small businesses.
Jacinta is one of only two Certified Anti-Money
Laundering Specialists on Guam. Her training
included identifying money laundering and ter-
rorist financing methods, the best practices to
stop these and other financial crimes, as well
as key related legislation in place worldwide,
and Anti-Money Laundering standards and de-
veloping defenses for financial institutions to
stop terrorist financing and money laundering.
Through Jacinta’s certification, the Bank of
Guam and its customers have access to the
most reputable and recognizable network of
specialized knowledge.

She is a cancer survivor who lost the ability
to walk and had to re-learn how to walk.
Jacinta has used the lessons she learned in
fighting cancer and applies that same passion
to helping others within the Bank of Guam and
the community to identify and manage risks
that could lead to unintended, potentially cata-
strophic consequences. Jacinta leads the
Bank of Guam’s regular outreach program for
Money Services Businesses which provide
services such as check cashing, money trans-
fer, prepaid store value cards, money orders,
travelers’ checks, and tax preparation for cli-
ents. This is an outreach provided by the Bank
of Guam to enhance awareness, which no
other local financial institution provides.
Jacinta helps Money Services Businesses
meet their Bank Secrecy Act compliance obli-
gations, protect the community and customers
they serve and maintain strong relationships
with their financial and banking partners.

| join the people of Guam in congratulating
Jacinta Elm on her selection as the SBA’s
2017 Financial Services Champion for Guam.
| commend her for her many contributions to
our island and community.
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