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HONORING APOSTLE THEODORE 

THOMAS HERRING, SR. ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS 40 YEARS IN 
MINISTRY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and congratulate my constituent, 
Apostle Theodore Thomas Herring, Sr. for 40 
faithful years in the ministry. Apostle Herring 
has used his ministry to inspire and uplift peo-
ple for decades. He has honored God and his 
community in immeasurable ways. 

Apostle Herring holds a master’s degree in 
Theology from St. Paul’s Bible Institute. He 
accepted the call to the ministry in April of 
1977. On September 1, 1979, he was or-
dained pastor of Salvation and Deliverance 
Church located in Tarboro, North Carolina. 
Since his ordination, Apostle Herring has re-
ceived numerous accolades for his work, in-
cluding being named Pastor of the Year. He 
was named an ‘‘Apostle of the Lord’’ by the 
Chief Apostle of the Salvation and Deliverance 
Churches Worldwide in 2005. Apostle Herring 
also received an honorary certificate from 
Governor James B. Hunt for extraordinary 
services rendered at the Caledonia Correc-
tional Institute. 

Salvation and Deliverance Church’s first lo-
cation was a small room in a pool hall located 
on Main Street in Tarboro. The church’s first 
members were Apostle Herring, his wife, First 
Lady Evangelist Elizabeth Herring, and their 
four children. Despite these humble begin-
nings, Apostle Herring preached diligently 
every Sunday and utilized the singing talent of 
his sons to bring in more members. 

As time went on, the church began to grow 
by leaps and bounds. People were drawn to 
Apostle Herring’s dynamic sermons and the 
church’s critically acclaimed Salvation and De-
liverance Choir. Under the guidance of Apostle 
and Evangelist Herring, the SDC Choir won 
numerous awards from various competitions 
including the Quaker Oats Voices of Tomor-
row Youth Gospel Choir Competition, the 
Pathmark Gospel Choir Competition, UPN’s 
Most Soulful Gospel Sound, Verizon’s How 
Sweet the Sound Competition, and McDon-
ald’s GospelFest. In addition, the SDC choir 
has shared the stage with gospel artists such 
as Shirley Caesar, Yolanda Adams, Byron 
Cage, and Marvin Sapp and released its debut 
recording, ‘‘More Than Conquerors.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Apostle Theodore Thomas 
Herring, Sr. is an inspiring teacher and dy-
namic minister of the Gospel. His faithful serv-
ice to God and the ministry deserve of all his 
previous accolades and those yet to come. I 
ask my colleagues here in the United States 
House of Representatives to please join me in 
expressing sincere appreciation for Apostle 
Herring’s faithfulness and extraordinary serv-
ice to communities across our state and Na-
tion. 

RECOGNIZING APRIL 9–22, 2017 AS 
NATIONAL YOUNG AUDIENCES 
ARTS-FOR-LEARNING WEEK 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize April 9–22, 2017 as National 
Young Audiences Arts-for-Learning Week. 
Young Audiences (YA) Arts for Learning was 
established in 1952 and is the nation’s largest 
arts-in-education learning network. Young Au-
diences currently serves over 5 million chil-
dren and youth each year in 8,300 schools 
and community centers across the country, 
through its diversified network of 30 local affili-
ates. This year, Young Audiences, and its af-
filiates, will be celebrating ‘‘Young Audiences 
Week’’ with numerous community events, edu-
cational programs, and initiatives across the 
country, culminating on April 21st and 22nd, at 
the Digital Transformation National Arts-in- 
Education Conference. 

Young Audiences empowers our nation’s 
next generation of scientists, mathematicians, 
entrepreneurs, artists, writers, parents, and 
community leaders, to be innovative, creative 
and critical thinkers. YA partners with nearly 
9,000 local and national organizations, cor-
porations, foundations, and government agen-
cies, to create community-wide collaborations 
on behalf of arts-in-education. These partner-
ships enable YA to extend their work and 
reach more children year by year. 

Young Audience’s network strives to con-
nect 4,600 teaching artists with over 80,000 
educators to provide in-depth arts-in-education 
opportunities that raise academic and artistic 
achievement, while enhancing and developing 
learning skills that translate across curricula. 

In my district, Young Audiences of Roch-
ester, established in 1962, is upstate New 
York’s oldest and most comprehensive arts-in- 
education organization, having worked with 
over 186,000 students in the past year. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Arts Cau-
cus, I understand firsthand the benefits that 
comprehensive arts education has on our na-
tion’s youth. Students engaged in arts learning 
have higher GPAs, standardized test scores, 
stronger critical thinking skills, better decision 
making skills, and lower drop-out rates. Par-
ticipating in the arts can have incredible bene-
fits on our nation’s students. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing National Young Audiences Arts- 
for-Learning Week. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TINA AND JEFF 
RUSSELL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Tina and 
Jeff Russell. The Russells were honored by 
the Adams Community Chamber of Com-
merce with the Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award at their annual banquet on January 26, 
2017. 

Tina and Jeff reopened the marina at Lake 
Icaria near Corning, Iowa, under the name 

Bobber’s Down. They provide rental options 
and fishing advice for all who come to enjoy 
the lake. They also represent Adams County 
at trade shows all throughout the Midwest. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Tina and Jeff for 
receiving this outstanding award and for com-
mitting themselves to making their community 
a better place to live, work, and raise a family. 
I am proud to represent them in the United 
States Congress and I ask that all of my col-
leagues join me in congratulating them and in 
wishing them both nothing but continued suc-
cess. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MONITO S. CO 
ON RECEIVING THE U.S. SMALL 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION’S 
2017 MINORITY SMALL BUSINESS 
CHAMPION OF THE YEAR AWARD 
FOR GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Monito S. Co 
on receiving the U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration’s 2017 Minority Small Business Cham-
pion of the Year Award for Guam. This award 
honors an individual on Guam who has ful-
filled a commitment to support and assist mi-
nority entrepreneurs and small business own-
ers. 

Monito is the General Manager of Benson 
Guam Enterprises, Inc., a Minority Small Busi-
ness entity and one of the largest construction 
and building material stores in Guam. Benson 
Guam Enterprises, Inc. engages in retail and 
wholesale of materials, supplies, and equip-
ment to construction companies, homeowners, 
local and federal government in Guam and 
customers in neighboring island communities. 
Monito oversees overall operations of the 
company and ensures that customers receive 
quality service, have access to a fully stocked 
store, and employees maintain high morale 
and are working diligently. Monito also serves 
as the company’s liaison to various commu-
nity, government, military and charitable 
projects. 

Monito has been a driving force in his com-
pany’s advancement of business activities and 
community service throughout the region. He 
has provided outstanding assistance to many 
local businesses building and renovating to 
improve services for everyone. Further, Monito 
and Benson Guam Enterprises, Inc. have 
worked tirelessly to support minority busi-
nesses through various charitable and com-
munity organizations. He generously volun-
teers his time with the Guam Chinese School 
Foundation, United Chinese Association of 
Guam, Metro Manila Association of Guam, Fil-
ipino Community of Guam, Lions Club Inter-
national District 204, Make a Wish Foundation 
Guam Chapter, Guam Workforce Investment 
Board, Guam Chamber of Commerce, Chi-
nese Chamber of Commerce of Guam, Guam 
Contractors Association and Guam Chinese 
Association. 

I join the people of Guam in congratulating 
Monito S. Co on his selection as the U.S. 
Small Business Administration’s 2017 Minority 
Small Business Champion of the Year Award 
for Guam. I commend him for his many con-
tributions to our island and community. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF SHERIFF 

BOB VASS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the courageous life of 
Bob Vass, who was a true public servant to 
the Hall County community. 

Mr. Vass was elected to be the sheriff of 
Hall County in 1992 and held that position for 
eight years before becoming a member of the 
State Board of Pardons and Parole. Our com-
munity will remember his dedication to the de-
partment and the citizens whom he served for 
years to come. 

When he wasn’t enjoying his favorite meal 
at the Longstreet Café, Sheriff Vass was con-
tinuously telling his neighbors stories of his 
time in law enforcement and his work for the 
Georgia Olympic Games. During the Atlanta 
Olympics he was in charge of studying ter-
rorism in preparation for welcoming the cen-
tennial games to our great state. No matter 
the capacity, Bob’s contagious smile and great 
sense of humor made him a bright figure 
around Hall County. 

In addition to his work as a sheriff, he was 
a member of the Lanier Technical College Ad-
visory Board, Edmonson-Telford Center for 
Children, and the Boy Scouts of America 
Board of Directors. In each of these roles, he 
worked selflessly to change the lives of hun-
dreds of individuals in the northeast Georgia 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, while we mourn the loss of 
Sheriff Vass, we celebrate his many contribu-
tions to our state and the life of service that 
he led. 

f 

THE BOSTON CONSERVATORY AT 
BERKLEE’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Boston Conservatory at Berklee 
on the occasion of its 150th Anniversary. The 
Boston Conservatory, founded by violinist and 
composer Julius Eichberg in 1867, has a long 
and rich history of educating undergraduate 
and graduate students in music, dance and 
theater. The school has always set itself apart 
by the strength of its instructors and its distinc-
tive, multidisciplinary structure. Indeed, the 
Conservatory has trained generations of tal-
ented performing artists. Today, the school’s 
highly sought-after instructors are distin-
guished artists and leading practitioners in 
their fields, holding positions with the Boston 
Symphony and Boston Pops orchestras, the 
Boston Lyric Opera, Boston Ballet and a host 
of other prominent local and national compa-
nies. 

Founder Julius Eichberg was a former Con-
servatoire of Geneva professor who immi-
grated to the United States from Germany, 
who founded the Boston Conservatory as a 
professional training academy and a commu-
nity music school. It was one of the first con-
servatories to admit African-Americans and 

women, and featured in 1873 an opera per-
formance by the first African-American opera 
company in the U.S., as well as the establish-
ment of the first professional female string 
quartet in 1878. The Conservatory’s commit-
ment to equal opportunity continues through 
our times: the Conservatory earned the 2015 
Commonwealth Award, Massachusetts’ high-
est honor in arts, humanities and sciences in 
recognition of the school’s music programs for 
students on the autism spectrum and with 
special needs. 

The Boston Conservatory is the oldest per-
forming arts conservatory of its kind in the 
United States. Its recent merger with the world 
renowned Berklee College of Music, which 
fosters unparalleled access to a broad range 
of academic and creative opportunities for stu-
dents in both schools, is a final example of the 
forward looking, progressive approach that the 
Conservatory has always taken. 

I thank the Boston Conservatory at 
Berklee’s faculty, students, administration and 
alumni for their dedication, commitment and 
positive impact they have had on American 
performing arts. I also congratulate the school 
on 150 years of service and wish them well as 
they continue their fine traditions. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
GAMECOCKS BASKETBALL 
TEAMS 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the University of South Carolina 
Gamecocks basketball team. It was the thrill of 
a lifetime to attend the NCAA women’s bas-
ketball national championship game last Sun-
day at the American Airlines Center in Dallas, 
Texas. The Gamecocks have electrified Co-
lumbia and the entire state of South Carolina, 
and we are all incredibly proud of what these 
coaches and players have achieved. 

For Head Coach Dawn Staley, winning the 
national championship is the latest in a string 
of achievements that she has accumulated in 
her lifetime and in South Carolina over the last 
nine seasons. Under her leadership, the 
Gamecocks have made the NCAA Tour-
nament six years in a row and went to the 
final four in 2015. This year, they finally got 
over the hump and are national champions. 
Her coaching staff, Lisa Boyer, Nikki McCray- 
Penson, Fred Chmiel, Melanie Balcomb, Cyn-
thia Jordan, Freddy Ready, Ariana Moore, 
Hudson Jacobs, Marcella Shorty, and Katie 
Fowler have done an impressive job, and I 
congratulate each of them. 

The team Coach Staley has built is an in-
credible group of young women from South 
Carolina and around the country. A’ja Wilson, 
a Junior from Hopkins, South Carolina, won 
the Most Outstanding Player of the Final Four 
award and was named to the All-SEC First 
Team this season. Wilson was joined on the 
All-SEC First Team by Senior Alaina Coates 
from Irmo, South Carolina. Unfortunately, 
Coates missed the NCAA tournament with an 
ankle injury and has concluded a fantastic ca-
reer with the Gamecocks. In addition to mak-
ing All-SEC First team this year, she did so 

last season as well, and was All-SEC Second 
team in her first two years in the program. We 
wish her a speedy recovery and hope that she 
has as much success in the future as she has 
had with the Gamecocks. 

The full roster of this championship team in-
cludes: Victoria Patrick, Bianca Cuevas- 
Moore, Kaela Davis, Doniyah Cliney, Allisha 
Gray, Araion Bradshaw, Tiffany Davis, Mikiah 
Herbert Harrigan, A’ja Wilson, Alexis Jennings, 
Alaina Coates, and Tyasha Harris. 

The Gamecocks finished 2017 with a 33–4 
record and won their third consecutive South-
eastern Conference Championship en route to 
this national championship. The Gamecocks 
have developed an incredible fan base. They 
have led the nation in attendance for women’s 
basketball over the last several years. In addi-
tion to their success on the court, these 
coaches and players are role models off the 
court. 

I especially want to acknowledge Assistant 
Coach Nikki McCray-Penson. Diagnosed with 
cancer three years ago, she has been a real 
inspiration to many. Throughout her treatment 
she remained totally committed to the team, 
and never missed a day of work. Thankfully, 
she is now cancer free. 

I also wish to congratulate the Gamecocks 
Men’s team. After winning their first NCAA 
tournament game in 43 years they reached 
the final four for the first time in their pro-
gram’s history. Having both men and women 
from the same school reach the Final Four is 
pretty uncommon. 

Coach Frank Martin and his assistants and 
staff consisting of: Matt Figger, Perry Clark, 
Bruce Shingler, Andy Assaley, Scott 
Greenawalt, Doug Edwards, Mark Rodger, Jay 
Gibbons, Dushawn Davis, Jarett Gerald, Brian 
Steele, and Ryan McIntyre recruited and mold-
ed an incredible group of young men including 
TeMarcus Blanton, Tommy Corchiani, PJ 
Dozier, Rakym Felder, Hassani Gravett, 
Khadim Gueye, Evan Hinson, Kory Holden, 
Jarrell Holliman, Sedee Keita, Maik Kotsar, 
Justin McKie, Duane Notice, John Ragin, 
Christian Schmitt, Chris Silva, Sindarius 
Thornwell, and Ran Tut. Although they came 
up five points short of a victory in the semi- 
championship game they proved themselves a 
team of champions. 

Mr. Speaker, although representing the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in this august body 
is a singular honor for me, I feel certain that 
the 2017 NCAA Final Four appearances by 
these young men and women are the begin-
nings of many more to come. Coach Frank 
Martin and Coach Dawn Staley are truly a dy-
namic duo. 

f 

STACEY TEJADA-SANDOVAL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Stacey 
Tejada-Sandoval for receiving the Adams 
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth 
Award. 

Stacey Tejada-Sandoval is an 8th grader at 
Shaw Heights Middle School and received this 
award because her determination and hard 
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties. 
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