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the Arvada Chamber of Commerce, Arvada
Young Professionals and at Jefferson Center
For Mental Health.

Rising Star Award Maddie Schmidt: Each
year the Arvada Chamber of Commerce and
the Arvada Young Professionals select a High
School student who lives or attends school in
Arvada who has exemplified extraordinary
skills in entrepreneurship, innovation, commu-
nity impact and leadership. Maddie Schmidt is
being honored for her incredible involvement
at Pomona High School and in her community
through Westminster Youth Advisory panel,
Denver Homeless Shelter, Baton Twirling and
the Executive High School Internship Program.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Bill
Orchard, Rebel Rodriguez, Ranger and Dot
Miller, Ron Slinger, Bob Dyer, Andrew
Heesaker, Jill Hartmann and Maddie Schmidt
for these well-deserved honors by the Arvada
Chamber of Commerce and their outstanding
commitment to the community.

TRIBUTE TO MARILYN AND LARRY
LARSEN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Marilyn
and Larry Larsen of Underwood, lowa, on the
very special occasion of their 50th Wedding
Anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary

on January 28, 2017.

Marilyn ‘and Larry’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa values. As they reflect on their 50th An-
niversary, may their commitment grow even
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish,
and honor one another for many years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but
the best.

———————

CONGRATULATING GYONGI “PIKA”
PILAR FEJERAN ON RECEIVING
THE U.S. SMALL BUSINESS AD-
MINISTRATION’S 2017 WOMEN IN
BUSINESS CHAMPION OF THE
YEAR AWARD FOR GUAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Gyongi “Pika”
Pilar Fejeran on her selection as the U.S.
Small Business Administration’s 2017 Women
in Business Champion for Guam. This award
honors an individual on Guam who, as an ad-
vocate for women entrepreneurs, has fulfilled
a commitment to the advancement of women’s
business ownership.

Pika graduated from St. John’s School in
Guam and later from the University of South-
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ern California. She worked as an urban plan-
ner and project manager in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia before returning home to help fulfill her
husband’s dream of owning a restaurant.

Pika and Lenny opened Pika’s Café in 2010
and in 2015 they opened Kitchen Lingo with
their partner Lingo Quichocho. Pika is the
President of Pika’s Café and Managing Part-
ner/Secretary-Treasurer of Kitchen Lingo.
Since entering the Guam restaurant scene six
years ago with her husband and business
partner, Lenny, they have since inspired a res-
taurant evolution in Guam. In these short six
years, the restaurant space has tripled in size,
while opening a second location. Pika’s busi-
nesses are known for “buying local” and are
known for preparing food with the freshest in-
gredients on the island. Pika’s success is cou-
pled with her family focused philosophy. Upon
opening the first restaurant, Pika and Lenny
made a conscious decision to only open for
breakfast and lunch Monday through Thurs-
day. They chose to close on Sundays and at
dinner throughout the week to ensure they al-
ways had time to spend with their three chil-
dren. Pika is also deeply involved with several
community organizations on Guam and is a
staunch supporter of women in business. She
is a board member of the Guam Women’s
Chamber of Commerce. Pika believes in pro-
moting sustainable economic growth and the
development of women to help them integrate
into leadership roles. Her service in the Guam
Women’s Chamber of Commerce is evidence
of her commitment to supporting the pro-
motion of women in business on the island.
Pika was recently nominated by the Guam
Business Magazine for the Industry Influencer
Award for her restaurants’ support of buying
from and supporting local farmers and busi-
nesses. Pika is also a member of the Imagine
Guam Core Values Committee and Policy
team, creating a vision and planning for Guam
in 2065. She also serves as a Commissioner
of the Chamorro Land Trust.

| join the people of Guam in congratulating
Gyongi “Pika” Pilar Fejeran on her selection
as the SBA’s 2017 Women in Business Cham-
pion for Guam. | commend her for her many
contributions to our island and community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, | was not present
for roll call vote 215. If | had been present for
this vote, | would have voted: Yea on roll call
vote 215.

————————

CELEBRATING THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THE TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to commemorate the 38th An-
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niversary of the Taiwan Relations Act, key leg-
islation that was signed into law on April 10,
1979.

The Taiwan Relations Act has served as the
foundation of U.S.-Taiwan relations for 38
years as Taiwan’s democracy has flourished
in peace and social harmony. This extraor-
dinary and historic relationship between coun-
tries has been possible, to a large extent, be-
cause of the passage of the Taiwan Relations
Act.

Chinese President Xi Jinping will visit the
United States this week. | see the summit be-
tween President Trump and President Jinping
as a constructive opportunity to continue to
build diplomatic relations between the U.S.
and China. However, | believe it is imperative
that the vital interests of our security partner
Taiwan not be marginalized through these
meetings.

Taiwan is a great friend of the United
States. It is appropriate and just that we con-
tinue to value our relationship and honor our
commitments made in the Taiwan Relations
Act and President Ronald Reagan’s “Six As-
surances”.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
RETIREMENT PLANNING WEEK 2017

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize National Retirement Planning
Week. This is the perfect opportunity to re-
member that planning for retirement is not just
an issue for older Americans.

The National Retirement Planning Coalition
has consistently provided support and re-
sources to engage people of all ages to en-
courage them to ensure their financial future is
planned and protected. Preserving Americans’
access to income options and workplace sav-
ings plans will restore and improve our soci-
ety’s financial security.

| am truly grateful for the hard work of ev-
eryone who made the events and activities of
this week a success in motivating individuals
across the country to plan for retirement. In to-
day’s economy, it is more important than ever
that Americans start saving for retirement
early. Through National Retirement Planning
Week, the National Retirement Planning Coali-
tion has created an innovative approach de-
signed to help us ‘Rethink Retirement.’

National Retirement Planning Week is an
important initiative that is sure to have a posi-
tive impact on many lives. The educational op-
portunities throughout this week will provide a
foundation for the invaluable asset of early,
holistic financial planning.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the National Retire-
ment Planning Coalition for encouraging early
and responsible planning, and for working with
my colleagues and me to find bipartisan solu-
tions to make it easier to plan for retirement.
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HONORING APOSTLE THEODORE
THOMAS HERRING, SR. ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS 40 YEARS IN
MINISTRY

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and congratulate my constituent,
Apostle Theodore Thomas Herring, Sr. for 40
faithful years in the ministry. Apostle Herring
has used his ministry to inspire and uplift peo-
ple for decades. He has honored God and his
community in immeasurable ways.

Apostle Herring holds a master's degree in
Theology from St. Paul's Bible Institute. He
accepted the call to the ministry in April of
1977. On September 1, 1979, he was or-
dained pastor of Salvation and Deliverance
Church located in Tarboro, North Carolina.
Since his ordination, Apostle Herring has re-
ceived numerous accolades for his work, in-
cluding being named Pastor of the Year. He
was named an “Apostle of the Lord” by the
Chief Apostle of the Salvation and Deliverance
Churches Worldwide in 2005. Apostle Herring
also received an honorary certificate from
Governor James B. Hunt for extraordinary
services rendered at the Caledonia Correc-
tional Institute.

Salvation and Deliverance Church’s first lo-
cation was a small room in a pool hall located
on Main Street in Tarboro. The church’s first
members were Apostle Herring, his wife, First
Lady Evangelist Elizabeth Herring, and their
four children. Despite these humble begin-
nings, Apostle Herring preached diligently
every Sunday and utilized the singing talent of
his sons to bring in more members.

As time went on, the church began to grow
by leaps and bounds. People were drawn to
Apostle Herring’s dynamic sermons and the
church’s critically acclaimed Salvation and De-
liverance Choir. Under the guidance of Apostle
and Evangelist Herring, the SDC Choir won
numerous awards from various competitions
including the Quaker Oats Voices of Tomor-
row Youth Gospel Choir Competition, the
Pathmark Gospel Choir Competition, UPN’s
Most Soulful Gospel Sound, Verizon’s How
Sweet the Sound Competition, and McDon-
ald’'s GospelFest. In addition, the SDC choir
has shared the stage with gospel artists such
as Shirley Caesar, Yolanda Adams, Byron
Cage, and Marvin Sapp and released its debut
recording, “More Than Conquerors.”

Mr. Speaker, Apostle Theodore Thomas
Herring, Sr. is an inspiring teacher and dy-
namic minister of the Gospel. His faithful serv-
ice to God and the ministry deserve of all his
previous accolades and those yet to come. |
ask my colleagues here in the United States
House of Representatives to please join me in
expressing sincere appreciation for Apostle
Herring’s faithfulness and extraordinary serv-
ice to communities across our state and Na-
tion.
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RECOGNIZING APRIL 9-22, 2017 AS
NATIONAL YOUNG AUDIENCES
ARTS-FOR-LEARNING WEEK

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize April 9-22, 2017 as National
Young Audiences Arts-for-Learning Week.
Young Audiences (YA) Arts for Learning was
established in 1952 and is the nation’s largest
arts-in-education learning network. Young Au-
diences currently serves over 5 million chil-
dren and youth each year in 8,300 schools
and community centers across the country,
through its diversified network of 30 local affili-
ates. This year, Young Audiences, and its af-
filiates, will be celebrating “Young Audiences
Week” with numerous community events, edu-
cational programs, and initiatives across the
country, culminating on April 21st and 22nd, at
the Digital Transformation National Arts-in-
Education Conference.

Young Audiences empowers our nation’s
next generation of scientists, mathematicians,
entrepreneurs, artists, writers, parents, and
community leaders, to be innovative, creative
and critical thinkers. YA partners with nearly
9,000 local and national organizations, cor-
porations, foundations, and government agen-
cies, to create community-wide collaborations
on behalf of arts-in-education. These partner-
ships enable YA to extend their work and
reach more children year by year.

Young Audience’s network strives to con-
nect 4,600 teaching artists with over 80,000
educators to provide in-depth arts-in-education
opportunities that raise academic and artistic
achievement, while enhancing and developing
learning skills that translate across curricula.

In my district, Young Audiences of Roch-
ester, established in 1962, is upstate New
York’s oldest and most comprehensive arts-in-
education organization, having worked with
over 186,000 students in the past year.

As co-chair of the Congressional Arts Cau-
cus, | understand firsthand the benefits that
comprehensive arts education has on our na-
tion’s youth. Students engaged in arts learning
have higher GPAs, standardized test scores,
stronger critical thinking skills, better decision
making skills, and lower drop-out rates. Par-
ticipating in the arts can have incredible bene-
fits on our nation’s students.

| encourage all of my colleagues to join me
in recognizing National Young Audiences Arts-
for-Learning Week.

————————

TRIBUTE TO TINA AND JEFF
RUSSELL

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Tina and
Jeff Russell. The Russells were honored by
the Adams Community Chamber of Com-
merce with the Entrepreneur of the Year
Award at their annual banquet on January 26,
2017.

Tina and Jeff reopened the marina at Lake
Icaria near Corning, lowa, under the name
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Bobber's Down. They provide rental options
and fishing advice for all who come to enjoy
the lake. They also represent Adams County
at trade shows all throughout the Midwest.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Tina and Jeff for
receiving this outstanding award and for com-
mitting themselves to making their community
a better place to live, work, and raise a family.
| am proud to represent them in the United
States Congress and | ask that all of my col-
leagues join me in congratulating them and in
wishing them both nothing but continued suc-
cess.

———

CONGRATULATING MONITO S. CO
ON RECEIVING THE U.S. SMALL
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION’S
2017 MINORITY SMALL BUSINESS
CHAMPION OF THE YEAR AWARD
FOR GUAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Monito S. Co
on receiving the U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration’s 2017 Minority Small Business Cham-
pion of the Year Award for Guam. This award
honors an individual on Guam who has ful-
filled a commitment to support and assist mi-
nority entrepreneurs and small business own-
ers.

Monito is the General Manager of Benson
Guam Enterprises, Inc., a Minority Small Busi-
ness entity and one of the largest construction
and building material stores in Guam. Benson
Guam Enterprises, Inc. engages in retail and
wholesale of materials, supplies, and equip-
ment to construction companies, homeowners,
local and federal government in Guam and
customers in neighboring island communities.
Monito oversees overall operations of the
company and ensures that customers receive
quality service, have access to a fully stocked
store, and employees maintain high morale
and are working diligently. Monito also serves
as the company’s liaison to various commu-
nity, government, military and charitable
projects.

Monito has been a driving force in his com-
pany’s advancement of business activities and
community service throughout the region. He
has provided outstanding assistance to many
local businesses building and renovating to
improve services for everyone. Further, Monito
and Benson Guam Enterprises, Inc. have
worked tirelessly to support minority busi-
nesses through various charitable and com-
munity organizations. He generously volun-
teers his time with the Guam Chinese School
Foundation, United Chinese Association of
Guam, Metro Manila Association of Guam, Fil-
ipino Community of Guam, Lions Club Inter-
national District 204, Make a Wish Foundation
Guam Chapter, Guam Workforce Investment
Board, Guam Chamber of Commerce, Chi-
nese Chamber of Commerce of Guam, Guam
Contractors Association and Guam Chinese
Association.

| join the people of Guam in congratulating
Monito S. Co on his selection as the U.S.
Small Business Administration’s 2017 Minority
Small Business Champion of the Year Award
for Guam. | commend him for his many con-
tributions to our island and community.
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