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Had | been present for Roll Call Vote 213,
on ordering the previous question, | would
have voted No.

Had | been present for Roll Call Vote 214,
on agreeing to H. Res. 240, | would have
voted No.

Had | been present for Roll Call Vote 215,
on the motion to recommit H.R. 1343, | would
have voted Yes.

Had | been present for Roll Call Vote 216,
on passage of H.R. 1343, | would have voted
No.

———————

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING
THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA VET-
ERANS ASSOCIATION’S 2ND ANNI-
VERSARY CELEBRATION

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize and celebrate the Northern Virginia Vet-
erans Association’s 2nd Anniversary Celebra-
tion. NOVA Veterans operates with the mis-
sion of supporting local veterans and families
through coordination of services and case
management until all needs are met. After co-
ordinating resources for the veterans and their
families, NOVA Veterans then completes the
case by supplying information on local fitness,
arts programs, and recreation resources.

NOVA Veterans began supporting veterans
and their families in July 2015 and have since
supported more than 50 clients and have com-
pleted more than 600 hours of case manage-
ment. The organization has grown to include
42 partners, affiliates, sponsors, and donors.
NOVA Veterans has more than 60 individuals
who support their mission on an individual
level through volunteering and donations and
these numbers continue to grow.

NOVA Veterans’ comprehensive network of
proven local resources creates rapid, efficient,
and effective results while also serving as a
rally point where former and current military
members and military support organizations
can team up and serve their community. The
multifaceted, inclusive, and collaborative sup-
port and care NOVA Veterans gives to our na-
tion’s veterans and their families empowers
them to become involved in their communities
and to improve the health and quality of their
lives. Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in
celebrating NOVA Veterans’ second anniver-
sary and to wish them continued success in
the future.

———

TRUMP DIRTY ENERGY
EXECUTIVE ORDER

HON. NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, after the
hottest recorded year in history, Donald Trump
and his Environmental Destruction Agency
under Administrator Scott Pruitt will undo more
than a decade’s worth of progress fighting cli-
mate change and protecting public health by
seeking to eliminate the Clean Power Plan as
we know it.
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The Clean Power Plan which seeks to re-
duce carbon pollution from fossil-fueled power
plants by more than 30 percent, was the big-
gest action the United States had ever taken
to reduce carbon pollution, the main source
driving climate change. It was also the
lynchpin of the Paris Climate Agreement which
brought countries from all over the world to-
gether for the first time to combat climate
change.

By weakening the Clean Power Plan and re-
treating as the world’s leader in combating cli-
mate change, the Trump Administration is giv-
ing away the ever-growing clean energy econ-
omy to China.

Contrary to President Trump’s assertions,
these actions will not bring back coal-mining
jobs in Appalachia as natural gas continues to
be more economically competitive than coal,
the main reason for coal’s demise.

The climate gap, the sometimes hidden and
often-unequal impact of climate change on
people of color and the poor, is real and only
getting worse. Climate change disproportion-
ately impacts minority and low-income com-
munities like those in my district, especially
with respect to heat waves, air quality and ex-
treme weather events.

Low-income and minority communities in the
inner city are more susceptible to the “heat is-
land” effect where temperatures are magnified
by concrete and asphalt. Reports have shown
that African Americans living in Los Angeles
are twice as likely to die as other Angelenos
during a heat wave.

One of my top priorities is the issue of envi-
ronmental justice—people should not breathe
dirtier air simply because of their income or
what they look like. As a United States Con-
gresswoman for California’'s 44th congres-
sional district, | will do everything | can to en-
sure clean air, water and lands for vulnerable
populations.

————

TRIBUTE TO GARY BOSWELL

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Gary Bos-
well. Gary was honored by the Adams Com-
munity Chamber of Commerce with the
Agriculturalist of the Year Award at their an-
nual banquet on January 26, 2017.

Gary is currenty a member and board
member of the Adams County Farm Bureau,
and is secretary for the Southwest lowa Egg
Cooperative Board. He was selected as
Southwest lowa Region 8 Conservation Farm-
er of the Year and is currently a member of
the lowa Cattleman Association, lowa Soy-
bean Association and the American Soybean
Association.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Gary for receiving
this outstanding award and for his continued
commitment to the agriculture community. |
am proud to represent him, and lowans like
him, in the United States Congress. | ask that
my colleagues in the United States House of
Representatives join me in congratulating
Gary and in wishing him nothing but continued
success.
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ZAIRA GARCIA DE LA CUEVA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Zaira Garcia
De La Cueva for receiving the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award.

Zaira Garcia De La Cueva is an 11th grader
at Northglenn High School and received this
award because her determination and hard
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Zaira Gar-
cia De La Cueva is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Zaira Garcia De La Cueva for winning the
Adams County Mayors and Commissioners
Youth Award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of her
future accomplishments.

CONGRATULATING ALBERT ‘“AL”
YANGER ON RECEIVING THE U.S.
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRA-
TION’S 2017 VETERAN SMALL
BUSINESS CHAMPION OF THE
YEAR AWARD FOR GUAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Albert “Al”
Yanger on receiving the U.S. Small Business
Administration’s 2017 Veteran Small Business
Champion of the Year Award for Guam. This
award honors an individual on Guam who has
fulfilled a commitment to advancing small busi-
ness opportunities for Veterans of the U.S.
Armed Forces.

Al is the Co-Founder and President of
Galaide Professional Services, Inc. (GPSI).
Galaide Professional Services, Inc. is a Dis-
abled Veteran Owned and SBA HUBZone cer-
tified small business providing professional,
technical management, administrative and
general contracting services for the Federal
Government, Government of Guam and clients
in the Western Pacific Region.

Al faithfully served in the U.S. Army for 22
years and retired as the Division Chief of Intel-
ligence at the Pentagon. He then joined the
private sector and worked for the Native
American Industrial Distributers, Inc. Al recog-
nized there was a need for the services he
was providing with NAID in his home island of
Guam and returned to the island in 2010. To-
gether with his partner and fellow veteran
Frankie Dumanal, Al launced Galaide Profes-
sional Services Inc. in December 2010. The
company specializes in program/project man-
agement consulting with core competencies in
the information technology sector. GPSI Guam
works diligently with the Department of De-
fense Small Business representatives on
Guam and has helped build the confidence of
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federal and local buyers to use local Veteran/
Disabled Veteran Owned Small Businesses.
Additionally, GPSI Guam is committed to
using other Veteran/Disabled Veteran Owned
Small Businesses as subcontractors. GPSI
Guam supports Joint Region Marianas, U.S.
Navy and U.S. Air Force small business pro-
grams and the University of Guam Procure-
ment Technical Assistance Center and Small
Business Development Center. GPSI Guam is
also a strong supporter of the Employee Sup-
port of the Guard and Reserve through finan-
cial donation and recruiting through the ESGR
office. Half of GPSI Guam’s work force is
proudly made up of retired military or active
guard and reserve members.

Al and GPSI Guam are also active in the is-
land community. GPSI Guam is a member of
the Guam Chamber of Commerce and the
Chamber’'s Small Business and Armed Forces
Committees. They are also members of the
Guam Contractor's Association and Guam
Visitors Bureau.

| join the people of Guam in congratulating
Albert “Al” Yanger on his selection as the
SBA’s 2017 Veteran Small Business Cham-
pion for Guam. | commend him for his many
contributions to our island and community.

——

HONORING THE CARTHAGE HIGH
SCHOOL BULLDOGS, 2016 CLASS 4-
A, DIVISION I STATE FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONS

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, nestled in the
eastern portion of the First District of Texas is
a community which is home to the Texas
Country Music Hall of Fame, known as the
Gas Capital of the United States, and also
home to the Texas state champions of the
high school gridiron for 2008, 2009, 2010, and
2013. Once again we have the great honor to
recognize the accomplishments of the
Carthage Bulldogs football team which has
captured the title of Class 4A Division | Texas
State Football Champions for the fifth time in
the school’s history.

The title match found the Abilene Wylie Bull-
dogs meeting the Carthage Bulldogs on the
turf to tangle for the state championship brag-
ging rights, with the Carthage team emerging
victorious and a final score of 31-17. The
Carthage Bulldogs displayed great resilience
and commitment throughout their season, and
it is indeed an honor to bring these out-
standing athletes to national attention and re-
tention in our national record. The life lessons
learned about teamwork, perseverance, and
discipline will no doubt improve every partici-
pant in immeasurable ways.

My heartfelt congratulations to champions
Ashton Hicks, Jesus Jimenez, Keilinn Shelton,
Davian Parker, Dee Bowens, Baylor Colle,
Mason Graham, Felipe Ponce, Mekhi Colbert,
Greg Hurst, Jase Dixon, Macain Jones,
Dewaylon Ingram, Cole Whitlock, Josh
Gradberg, Darrian Ingram, Elijah King, Tristan
Boniol, Jace Tiller, Brandon Medrano, Roderic
Calloway, Austin Russell, Gunner Capps, Aus-
tin Gray, Chris Attaway, James Ebarb,
Cam’ron Matlock, Peyton Bickham, Nick
Moore, Jaden Smith, Dayquan Woodard, Nate
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Brittenham, Logan Baker, Christian McClure,
Freeman Thomas, Jaime Gonzalez, Kason
Davis, Kevion Booty, Grant Griffin, Jesse
Wayne Pierce, Brewster Griffith, Hunter Gaug-
er, Chad West, Callam Barber, Terrance
Lewis, J.T. Romero, Tyler Lewis, Demetrius
Cooper, Mykel Gates, Casey Jones, Tucker
Smith, Tanner Elliott, Jose Dejulian, Brandon
Collier, Keaontay Ingram, Tykieast Crawford,
Montario Wilson, Dillon Ebarb, Kaden Hol-
comb, Peyton Monroe, Trevonte Alexander,
Matt Davis, Kelvontay Dixon, Tre Gatlin, Jalen
Brooks, Alberto Sigala, Callahan Baldree.

No matter how talented and committed, no
team could achieve such success without a
head coach of extraordinary vision and ability
who could lead the Bulldogs to success both
on and off the field. Scott Surratt has earned
an unprecedented five state titles in his ten
year career as head coach for the Carthage
Bulldogs, placing him in the prestigious posi-
tion of being one of the most successful Texas
high school football coaches of all time.

The Bulldogs are a perfect representation of
what can be accomplished when a team pos-
sesses both perseverance and resolve with
proper guidance from the entire coaching and
support staff. Congratulations are extended to
Assistant Coaches: Darren Preston, Kevin
Davis, Lee Berry, Zeke Dixon, Clint Endsley,
John Goodwin, Brandon Hargers, Demond
Horsley, Ryan Marion, Dennis McLaughlin,
Jim Milstead, Mike Morgan, Josh Ross, Char-
lie Tucker, James Watson; Junior High Coach-
es: Paul Bishop, Art Horton, Jeff Griffin, Bryan
Stacy, Damon Roberts; Athletic Trainer: Derek
Reed; Athletic Secretary: Mamie Vanover; and
the Student Assistants: Mynaisa Bowman,
Tara Sells, Serena Rascoe, Neece Pellum,
Kayleigh McCormick, Ebonae Maxwell, Devan
Hudman, Hunter Gray, Leticia Gonzalez, Aus-
tin Buchanan, Caleb Randall.

A team and its coaches cannot soar to the
heights of becoming champions without the
encouragement and full support of the school
itself, starting at the top with Superintendent:
Dr. Glenn Hambrick; High School Principal:
Otis Amy; and Assistant Principals: Pat
Browning & Wade Watson.

It is truly an incalculable honor to pay tribute
to this sensationally astounding group of
young people who became so much more
than the sum total of the team’s individual
parts. They magnificently represent the very
best of the Carthage community and the entire
First District of Texas.

May God continue to bless these young
people, along with their families, friends and
neighbors in Carthage, Texas. It is a tremen-
dous honor to congratulate the 2016 State
Football Champion Carthage Bulldogs, as their
legacy is now preserved in the United States
Congressional Record which will endure as
long as there is a United States of America.

———

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR
BRIGADIER GENERAL DAVID J.
FURNESS

HON. MAC THORNBERRY
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 5, 2017
Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to express appreciation for an out-
standing Marine, Brigadier General David J.
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Furness, who has directly supported the
Armed Services Committees, this House, and
the Congress at-large as the Legislative As-
sistant to the Commandant. Over the years, |
have worked with him on a variety of issues.
In each and every case, his focus has been
improving our nation’s security and bettering
of the lives of Marines stationed around the
world.

General Furness has been the Legislative
Assistant to the Commandant since 2013. In
that time he has served two Administrations,
three Commandants, and four Secretaries of
Defense. Through it all, General Furness has
delivered a steady message focused on Ma-
rines and what the Marine Corps requires to
remain our nation’s force-in-readiness. As the
Corps dealt with the consequences of the
Budget Control Act, continuing resolutions,
and inadequate funding, General Furness
helped Members of Congress and our staffs
understanding the real world consequences.
He is known for his candor, responsiveness,
and passion for his country and the Corps.

A big part of the reason that General
Furness has been able to describe clearly the
challenges facing the Marine Corps is his ex-
perience in command. He has led Marines in
combat since he was a Second Lieutenant,
where he served in Panama. He has also
served multiple combat tours in Irag and Af-
ghanistan. In 2010, he was the Commander of
the 1st Marine Regiment in Helmand Province,
when operations in Southwestern Afghanistan
were a principal line of effort and the coalition
accomplished significant gains in the counter-
insurgency mission.

General Furness is now returning to the op-
erating forces where he will assume command
of the Joint Task Force—Horn of Africa. | have
no doubt that he will serve our Nation well in
this challenging assignment.

This deployment will be the 11th of General
Furness’ career. Through all of them, his wife
Lynda has been by his side. From coast-to-
coast moves and years of separation, Lynda
has raised four children—David, Elizabeth,
Ben and Zachary. She truly is a testament to
the reality that it is not just our service mem-
bers, but also their families, who sacrifice for
the safety of us all.

In thanking General Furness for his service
thus far, | know that | join all our colleagues
in wishing him and his family fair winds and
following seas as he moves to the next phase
of his career.

TRIBUTE TO A NOISE WITHIN
HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, |, along with my
colleague, Representative JuDY CHU, rise
today to honor A Noise Within, a classic the-
ater company of Pasadena, California upon its
twenty-fifth anniversary.

A Noise Within (ANW) was established in
1991 by Artistic Directors Geoff Elliott and
Julia Rodriguez-Elliott with the goal of per-
forming classic theater as a vital means of en-
riching the community by embracing universal
human experiences, expanding personal
awareness, and challenging individual per-
spectives.
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