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grade Social Studies teacher at Tunica Middle
School in the Tunica County School District.
He previously served two terms on the Board
of Alderman for the Town of Tunica. Mr.
Nickson was the First African American elect-
ed to this position in Tunica County’s history.
He currently is in his second term as Tunica
County Supervisor/District No. 4.

Supervisor Nickson is recognized amongst
his family, his community, and his colleagues
as a man of integrity and for the service, com-
passion, and outstanding spirit he has. He
regularly attends and serves as a member of
Pleasant Ridge Missionary Baptist Church in
Tunica, Mississippi.

Supervisor Nickson attended and graduated
from public high school in Tunica County.
After earning his high school diploma from
Rosa Fort High School (1994), he attended
Jackson State University in Jackson, MS (Spr
'99) as a Business Management Major. He be-
came a member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity,
Inc. Alpha Beta Chapter. He is a member of
Keystone No. 20, Masonic Lodge. For a few
years after graduating from Jackson State Uni-
versity, Mr. Nickson enrolled in graduate
school at Jackson State University (MAT Alter-
native Route Teaching Program). Also, he
worked as a substitute teacher at Murrah High
School and Mazzio’s Pizza in Jackson, MS.
After 2 years in Jackson, he returned to
Tunica to be closer to his children and family.

On his return back to his hometown, Henry
started jobs as a teacher’s aide in the Tunica
County School District and Jailor at the Tunica
County Sheriffs Department. Also, Henry
began the journey to become a licensed
teacher. After a year as a substitute teacher,
in 2001 Henry was hired as a GED/ESL/
BASIC skills instructor for Coahoma Commu-
nity College (Adult Basic Education Program).
During the next several years, Henry would
get promoted at the Tunica County Sheriff's
Department as: Jail Supervisor (Corporal),
County Team Leader (Coahoma Community
College/Adult Basic Education Program),
served as Planning Commissioner (Tunica
County District No. 4), served as Tunica
County Coordinator for Congressman THOMP-
SON, and returned back to the Tunica County
School District as an In-School Suspension
Coordinator and GED instructor. In 2009,
Henry obtained his teacher’s license and was
hired at Tunica Middle School as a Social
Studies Teacher/Coach and in 2010 obtained
his Masters of Art Degree in Teaching from
Belhaven University. Henry is currently work-
ing on completing his EDS in Educational
Leadership and Administration Program at
Delta State University.

Although he excelled in his employment,
Supervisor Nickson’s political career has been
rewarding. In 2005, He became the 1st African
American to qualify and win a political seat in
the Town as Alderman/Ward No. 5. After an
unsuccessful bid for state representative/Dis-
trict No. 9 in 2007, he regrouped and in 2012
was elected to the Tunica County Board of
Supervisors (after an unsuccessful bid in
2003) and is currently in his 2nd term as Vice-
president of the Tunica County Board of Su-
pervisors.

Supervisor Nickson is married to Lashunna
Owens-Nickson (Jackson State University '04)
of Heidelberg, MS. They have eight children:
Henri, Chasidy, Anthony, James, Chasity
(Jackson State University), Khalid (Jackson
State University), Khalil (Jackson State Univer-
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sity) and Nikesha (Concorde Nursing Pro-
gram).

Supervisor Henry “Lil Sonny” Nickson, Jr.’s
leadership, passion, dedication, dependability,
and service has made him synonymous with
being one of the best, if not the best, elected
official and community leader in the state of
Mississippi. At the end of the day, Henry “Lil
Sonny” Nickson, Jr. is recognized for his serv-
ice to God, his family, his country, his commu-
nity, and the people that seek his help.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Supervisor Henry “Lil Sonny”
Nickson, Jr. for his dedication to serving this
great state and country.

IN HONOR OF CAROL GUTIERREZ

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Carol Gutierrez, a teacher in the Hillsborough
City School District for 27 years, who is being
honored with the Community Care Award from
the Associated Parents’ Group. This award is
given to a non-resident employee of the
school district who has made sustained, sig-
nificant and lasting contributions that have
touched the lives of our children and benefited
the community as a whole.

Carol has taught at West and North
Hillsborough Elementary schools and was also
a writing enrichment teacher at South for one
year. Her love of children and drive to prepare
them for the real world and successful lives
has earned her the admiration and adoration
of her students, their parents and her col-
leagues alike. The school district is extraor-
dinarily fortunate to have such a top-notch and
dedicated teacher.

Carol's secret to success is that she teach-
es students to trust their own instincts and to
follow their own passions. The students also
learn to share those passions with fellow stu-
dents in their own classes and in other class-
es, which creates a wonderful learning envi-
ronment that nurtures individualism and com-
munity at the same time.

In her current position as a 2nd grade
teacher at North, Carol incorporates art, tech-
nology, cooperative learning and exploration
time to engage her students. Examples of
such activities include Business Day, Design
Thinking Challenges and Recycled Art. Her
classroom is vibrant, comfortable, welcoming
and open. It is with good reason that one of
her recent students said, “School can’t get
better than this. | love Ms. Gutierrez.”

As a 5th grade teacher at West, Carol and
two of her colleagues developed and refined a
community service jobs program and a trip to
our Nation’s Capital. They also differentiated
instruction with theme projects, led a math
peer tutor program at lunch and promoted in-
terest in world culture by hosting an annual
geography bee. Carol also served as a new
teacher mentor for the district.

Carol was born in East Chicago, Indiana
and earned her BA from U.C. Berkeley. She
and her husband Michael Gutierrez have three
children, Nikolas, Katie and Joseph. In her
spare time, Carol enjoys spending time with
her family, drawing, cooking and exercising.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the Members of the
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
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nizing an exemplary and beloved teacher in
the Hillsborough City School District. Carol
Gutierrez brings out the best in every single
one of her students and sets them on a path
to success and life-long learning.
——

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO ES-
TABLISH AN ELECTRONIC SYS-
TEM FOR TRAVEL AUTHORIZA-
TION FOR THE GUAM CNMI VISA
WAIVER PROGRAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today | re-in-
troduce legislation to authorize and establish
an Electronic System for Travel Authorization
(ESTA) for the Guam-CNMI Visa Waiver Pro-
gram, and direct revenue from the established
system to fund CBP operations and staffing
needs for ports of entry in Guam and the
CNMI.

The regional Guam-CNMI VWP recognizes
Guam’s unique location in Asia, and the need
to be more competitive for tourists from other
Asian nations. With Guam’s primary source of
economic revenue being tourism from Asia,
my legislation would address several issues
that have hampered our visitor industry and
that continue to cost CBP millions of dollars
annually in processing costs. The majority of
foreign arrivals at Guam International Airport
are those traveling under the Guam-CNMI
VWP, and long immigration lines are a recur-
ring issue due to limited staffing capacity when
arrivals peak at Guam International Airport. At
their peak, sometimes 1,200 passengers ar-
rive when multiple flights arrive nearly simulta-
neously the wait times at immigration can be
as long as two and a half hours.

| recognize that there are complaints about
long wait lines at other international ports of
entry. However, the long wait-times have
caused harm to Guam’s reputation in our pri-
mary visitor markets of Japan and South
Korea. In fact, Japan television shows and
radio programs have mocked the long lines
and wait times at Guam International Airport,
which has negatively impacted Guam'’s stand-
ing as a family-friendly destination for our
Asian allies. The flight from Japan or South
Korea is a little over three hours and, sadly,
some of these visitors have waited about as
long, or at times longer, in line than it takes to
travel from their home country to Guam. That
is unacceptable and runs counter to the pre-
vious Administration’s goal of improving the
arrivals process for international travelers ar-
riving in the United States, as outlined in a
memorandum to heads of executive depart-
ments and agencies on May 22, 2014. My leg-
islation would work to address the problems
that are occurring with long wait times at our
respective ports of entry. Tourism is critical to
the economies of the region, and we cannot
let an antiquated visitor entry system and in-
adequate staffing harm our economy.

Establishing an ESTA specific to the Guam-
CNMI Visa Waiver Program would help to ad-
dress several issues faced by visitors arriving
at Guam International Airport. First, the current
process relies on a paper-based system which
is cumbersome and only adds to the delays
when arriving. The bill would allow CBP to
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automate that process and, as a result, save
an estimated $4 million annually that is used
by CBP to process and file the paper forms.
This is a commonsense reform that will save
the federal government money and improve
the customer experience at Guam Inter-
national Airport and ports of entry in the
CNMI.

Admittedly, CBP has the authority to create
an ESTA system for the Guam-CNMI Visa
Waiver Program. However, they do not have
the authority to direct revenues collected from
this automated process towards staffing at
ports of entry in Guam and CNMI. As such, it
is the consensus of tourism industry leaders
and other stakeholders that there is an ulti-
mate need for this legislation. | am informed
that staffing has not increased in Guam since
after the 9/11 attacks. The CBP staffing pat-
tern was sufficient, but as the number of tour-
ists grows on Guam the lines have also grown
and the staffing has not kept up with demand.
Making the visitor entry process into ports of
entry in Guam and CNMI electronic is part of
the solution, but additional staffing is still re-
quired especially since nearly 50 percent of
our visitors are first-time visitors and cannot
avail themselves of Automated Passport Con-
trol (APC) systems.

| am proud of the innovative programming
that brings people from all over the world to
Guam. For example last year, Guam hosted
the Festival of the Pacific Arts (FestPac) a
quadrennial cultural event for island nations in
the Pacific, which is the largest gathering for
Pacific peoples to unite and strengthen our
cultural ties. Over 12,000 visitors, cultural per-
formers, and native artists came to Guam to
participate in FestPac, and | appreciated the
commitment of former Commissioner R. Gil
Kerlikowske to ensure there was adequate
staffing at Guam International Airport. But that
additional staffing was accomplished by ap-
proving extra overtime for employees which is
a costly endeavor. Events like FestPac show
the maturation and growth of Guam’s tourism
industry. Improving the processes and capa-
bilities of our ports of entry to ensure a pleas-
ant experience for our visitors is a top priority,
and the solutions must be long-standing and
sustainable. We cannot simply rely on over-
time of employees to meet the current and
emerging demands at our main international
port of entry.

An ESTA for the Guam-CNMI Visa Waiver
Program is an innovative, sustainable, com-
mon-sense, and cost-saving technological so-
lution that would save the federal government
millions, improve the visitor experience for our
tourists, and increase resources to improve
CBP capabilities by freeing up important per-
sonnel capacity to effectively monitor real
threats to our national security. An electronic
system for travel authorization would ultimately
modernize and improve a Visa Waiver Pro-
gram that continues to benefit the people of
Guam and CNMI. My bill would help ensure
that federal policy enhances economic oppor-
tunities and development in our region instead
of being an impediment.
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AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2017

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in oppo-
sition to the American Health Care Act—
TrumpCare—and to express my relief that it
was removed from consideration before a
vote. This proposal would have been a dis-
aster for Oregonians and Americans. People
would pay more and get less, and if they
couldn’t afford to pay more, they'd be out of
luck.

Many would face a future without health in-
surance, or with inadequate coverage. The bill
was especially bad for seniors, whose rates
would have increased significantly.

Without coverage, working families are a
cancer diagnosis or a heart attack away from
economic ruin. When | worked at Legal Aid,
many clients were struggling to repay medical
debt after getting sick with no insurance or in-
surance that didn’t cover their needs. We can’t
go back to the days when medical debt forced
people into bankruptcy.

At my recent town hall meeting in
McMinnville, Oregon a woman told me that
her father-in-law suffered a massive stroke.
Without coverage under the ACA, their family
wouldn’t have been able to afford the heli-
copter transport to Portland or his care at a re-
habilitation facility.

Astoundingly, the TrumpCare bill also elimi-
nated essential health benefits; several impor-
tant consumer protections the Affordable Care
Act added to insurance. By removing these
benefits, TrumpCare would not cover many
critical services, like mental health care, emer-
gency room services, and maternity care. This
change in the bill, added late at night in a des-
perate but unsuccessful attempt to gain more
support from conservatives, would mean that
people would once again buy insurance poli-
cies that would not cover their needs.

Additionally, TrumpCare made meaningless
the ACA guarantee that people with pre-
existing conditions cannot be discriminated
against or denied coverage. With TrumpCare,
people with pre-existing conditions would face
insurmountable bills if unexpected illness or in-
juries occur.

Finally, women would stand to lose signifi-
cantly under TrumpCare. Women who get life-
saving cancer screenings and care at Planned
Parenthood would have to find a new provider.
Without insurance plans covering maternity
care, women would struggle to get prenatal
care—or simply go without. New mothers with-
out insurance could face $50,000 in bills after
a cesarean section.

| was strongly opposed to TrumpCare be-
cause it was terrible policy for Oregonians and
Americans. | will continue to do everything in
my power to protect Oregonians from the pay
more, get less policies that are currently under
consideration by the leadership of the House
of Representatives.

Americans need the stability of knowing
they will have affordable health care coverage.
| stand ready to work with all of my colleagues
on policies that improve access to affordable
health care for everyone.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2017

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
April 3, 2017, | was unavoidably absent in the
House Chamber due to a family medical
emergency. Due to these unforeseen cir-
cumstances, | was unable to vote on two leg-
islative measures on the floor.

| want to express my strong support for H.
Res. 92, a resolution condemning North Ko-
rea’s development of multiple intercontinental
ballistic missiles. | am a cosponsor of this
measure. Had | been present and voting on
Roll Call No. 209, | would have voted “aye.”

Likewise, | support H.R. 479, the North
Korea State Sponsor of Terrorism Designation
Act of 2017. This bill expresses the sense of
Congress that the Government of North Korea
likely meets the criteria for designation as a
state sponsor of terrorism and, if so, should be
so designated. The bill also requires the State
Department to provide a report to Congress
on actions the Government of North Korea
has taken to support terrorism. Had | been
present and voting on Roll Call No. 210, |
would have voted “aye.”

———

NORTH KOREA STATE SPONSOR
OF TERRORISM DESIGNATION
ACT (H.R. 479) AND CONDEMNING
NORTH KOREA’S DEVELOPMENT
OF INTERNATIONAL BALLISTIC
MISSILES (H. RES. 92)

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2017

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
North Korea is an existential threat to its
neighbors and a global menace that requires
constant vigilance and close cooperation be-
tween the U.S. and its regional allies. Ignoring
North Korea’s dangerous actions has been a
bipartisan problem of the last three Adminis-
trations—and it is one that continues to need
bipartisan solutions from the Congress.

Secretary Tillerson announced recently that
the U.S. will no longer be guided by the policy
of “strategic patience.” The U.S. cannot sit on
the sidelines while Kim Jong-un proliferates
nuclear and missile technology, sponsors ter-
rorism and human trafficking efforts, and con-
tinues to abuse the North Korean people.

We trust that the threat posed by North
Korea will be high on the agenda of President
Trump and President Xi meeting this week. As
we all know, the Chinese government’s ac-
tions have not always been helpful.

Though the U.N. Commission of Inquiry on
North Korea recommended the U.N. impose
targeted sanctions on the North Korean lead-
ers responsible for massive crimes against hu-
manity, China blocked effective U.N. actions.

China’s February announcement that it
would cut off coal exports to North Korea is a
needed and important step. But senior Chi-
nese officials, such as Foreign Minister Wang
Yi, continue to describe the China-North Korea
relationship as being one of “like lips to teeth.”
In other words, there is little daylight between
Beijing and Pyongyang.
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