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Edgar Paul Lemmon for his heroic actions dur-
ing World War II in the Pacific theater. 

Mr. Lemmon courageously answered the 
call to serve and defend his country at the age 
of 17. He was awarded the Purple Heart for 
injuries he suffered while his ship was sweep-
ing the beachhead for mines to clear the way 
for the Marines on Iwo Jima. Mr. Lemmon and 
his five other brothers all served in the Armed 
Services. Two of his brothers were killed in 
action. 

We thank Mr. Lemmon—as well as his en-
tire family—for their bravery and sacrifice to 
our great nation. 

f 

HONORING WHITTIER POLICE 
OFFICER KEITH BOYER 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor fallen Whittier Police Officer Keith 
Boyer. He was killed in the line of duty on 
February 20, 2017, and his funeral was March 
3, 2017. 

Officer Boyer is the 5th law enforcement of-
ficer to be killed and the first officer fatality 
from the State of California in 2017. He was 
born Nov. 27, 1963, in San Gabriel. He grad-
uated from La Serna High School in 1981, and 
earned a dispatcher course certificate from 
Golden West College in 1989. He grew up in 
his hometown of Whittier, where he would 
serve his community for 25 years. 

As was pointed out in the Whittier Daily 
News, he ‘loved his job’ because it gave him 
the opportunity to help people. Office Boyer 
received several commendations from the De-
partment for his work, including the Chaplain’s 
Award for his handling of a child abuse call in 
2016. He served on Whittier’s Crime Impact 
Team, the SWAT team, as a traffic officer, a 
school resource officer at La Serna High 
School, and as a K–9 handler. 

Last year was the 25th anniversary of the 
dedication of the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial in Washington D.C. Today, 
the Memorial bears the names of over 20,000 
federal, state, and local officers who have fall-
en while serving their communities. This year, 
Officer Boyer will be added to that wall. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Officer Boyer for his 
dedicated service and for making the ultimate 
sacrifice in the line of duty. I ask my col-
leagues in the House to join me in extending 
my sympathies to his family during this difficult 
time. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, and 202. 
Had I been present, I would have voted nay 
each of these votes. 

JENNIFER KRNETA 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge Jennifer Krneta from Belleville, IL. 
Jennifer is a Case Worker with Caritas Family 
Solutions, a foster care organization, in Belle-
ville. 

Jennifer has served as an exemplary Case 
Worker in Belleville for several years. Her ac-
tions came to the attention of our office thanks 
to a letter written by A1C Dakota Greenwood, 
a current member of the United States Air 
Force who is serving at Osan Air Force Base. 
In this letter, Dakota captured the tremendous 
impact that Jennifer has had on Dakota’s life 
and upbringing. 

After the tragic death of Dakota’s mother at 
the hands of a drunk driver, Dakota grew up 
in foster care and transitioned between living 
with several extended relatives, group homes, 
and foster families. Throughout childhood, Da-
kota faced poverty, hunger, neglect, and 
abuse. Through all of these adversities, Da-
kota credits Jennifer as the only person who 
showed devotion to improving Dakota’s life. 
Dakota believes that without Jennifer’s positive 
influence, Dakota would not be alive today. 

In addition, Jennifer played an essential role 
in helping Dakota to enlist in the Air Force. It 
was Jennifer who cared enough to ask about 
Dakota’s life goals and interests. It was Jen-
nifer who helped Dakota identify that service 
in the U.S. Air Force matched those goals and 
interests. And it was Jennifer who ensured 
that Dakota was prepared to meet with an Air 
Force recruiter when the time came. 

I offer my deepest admiration and gratitude 
to Jennifer Krneta for all that she has done for 
A1C Dakota Greenwood and all that Jennifer 
continues to do for the foster children of 
Southern Illinois. I hope that she continues to 
make life better for these children for many 
years to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on March 28, 
2017, I was unable to be present to cast my 
vote on H. Res. 229, the rule providing for 
consideration of the Honest and Open New 
EPA Science Treatment Act of 2017 (H.R. 
1430). Had I been present for roll call No. 198, 
I would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING EDWARDSVILLE 
HIGH SCHOOL’S SENIOR GUARD 
MARK SMITH 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Edwardsville High 
School’s senior guard Mark Smith, who is now 

better known as Mr. Basketball of Illinois for 
the 2016–2017 season. 

Mark received the Mr. Basketball honor after 
a senior season in which he filled up the stats 
sheet. Over the course of the season, Mark 
averaged 21.9 points, 8.2 rebounds, 8.4 as-
sists, and 2.1 steals per game. He recorded 
double figures in 31 of the Tigers’ 32 games, 
and had eight games in which he scored more 
than 30 points. In the championship game of 
the Ottawa sectional, Mark scored a career- 
high 45 points in Edwardsville’s win over 
Danville. 

Outside of Mark’s individual statistics, the 
Tigers boys’ basketball season was an unfor-
gettable one in the Metro East, as the team 
finished 30–2 and played in the Class 4A 
Super-Sectional in Normal. 

In addition to the Mr. Basketball honor, Mark 
was named the ‘‘Illinois Gatorade Player of the 
Year,’’ and has scholarship offers from mul-
tiple Division 1 schools. 

I am proud to congratulate Mark on his 
spectacular senior season and receiving this 
honor. I look forward to continuing to follow his 
basketball career. 

f 

HOLY SEE ARTICLES 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to share with my col-
leagues several more articles that I have writ-
ten over the years regarding the Holy See. As 
a Member of the Europe, Eurasia, and Emerg-
ing Threats Subcommittee on Foreign Affairs, 
these pieces serve to outline and inform dis-
cussions that our Committee will cover in the 
115th Congress. 

RELIGION AND DEMOCRACY: THE EMERGING 
DIPLOMACY OF POPE BENEDICT XVI 

While many Americans only see him as a 
spiritual leader of Roman Catholics, the 
Pope exerts an often subtle but undeniable 
influence in international affairs. The Pope 
is the final authority of the Holy See, which 
derives its name from ‘‘seat’’ in Latin and 
signifies the repository of authority and di-
rection over the organization and affairs of 
the Church. As an institution and sovereign, 
the Holy See is the ‘‘oldest diplomatic entity 
in the world.’’ 

During the two World Wars, Popes Bene-
dict XV and Pius XII boldly promoted peace 
without preconditions. The jovial Pope John 
XXIII and more reserved Pope Paul VI imple-
mented the Vatican II reforms. The unfor-
gettable legacy of John Paul II, the Polish 
Pope, is his unswerving opposition to com-
munism. The current Pope Benedict XVI, 
formerly known as Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, continues the diplomatic tradi-
tion of the Holy See aimed at salvaging faith 
in some parts of the world and promoting 
reason in others. 

While Benedict XVI is often characterized 
as being less media-centric and charismatic 
than his predecessor, Pope John Paul II, he 
demonstrated remarkable strategic focus 
and clarity in his papal visit to the United 
Kingdom, September 16–20, 2010. His spirit of 
goodwill enabled him to overcome vocal and 
hostile opposition to the visit and, as a re-
sult, this visit will likely be remembered as 
a defining moment for the diplomacy of the 
Holy See. 

In his in-flight press conference, the Pope 
made it clear that he wasn’t willing to com-
promise or soften his outreach, saying that 
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‘‘a Church that seeks to be particularly at-
tractive is already on the wrong path, be-
cause the Church does not work for her own 
ends, she does not work to increase numbers 
and thus power.’’ Free of constraints of po-
litical correctness or hegemonic aspirations, 
the Holy See has often exhibited a unique 
clarity and honesty in its discourse. The 
visit to the United Kingdom was no excep-
tion. 

During the same press conference, the 
Pope expressed his gratitude towards Queen 
Elizabeth for elevating the trip to the level 
of a state visit. The Pope said that the visit 
reflected the ‘‘common responsibility of poli-
tics and religion for the future of the con-
tinent and the future of humanity: the large, 
shared responsibility so that the values that 
create justice and politics and which come 
from religion, share the journey in our 
time.’’ This is a universal message, not just 
intended for Britons but also for a global au-
dience. 

There was a great deal of controversy sur-
rounding the Pope’s trip. Notable 
antireligious personalities, such as Chris-
topher Hitchens and Richard Dawkins, called 
for the British authorities to arrest the Pope 
immediately upon his arrival due to their 
opinion that the Church had criminally en-
abled child abuse. The Guardian opposed the 
visit and accused the Holy See of increasing 
the number of impoverished families and of 
the spread of HIV/AIDS in Africa by its posi-
tion on the use of condoms. As George 
Weigel has pointed out in a December 2010 
essay, ‘‘Fail, Britannia,’’ even the Catholic 
left was seduced to some degree by the in-
tense criticisms. For example, Sir Stephen 
Wall, an advisor to the Diocese of West-
minster and to Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
wrote that ‘‘individuals have their own val-
ues . . . changing moral code is a normal 
part of social evolution.’’ 

All of this controversy allowed the Pope to 
draw the clearest comparisons yet in his five 
year papacy between the state of affairs in 
the modern world today and aspirations for a 
more fully human order. During the UK trip, 
the Pope succeeded in articulating two crit-
ical challenges: (1) the risk of an increasing 
marginalization of religion—encapsulated in 
the phrase, ‘‘dictatorship of relativism,’’ and 
(2) the need for combining and rationally ac-
commodating both reason and religion in the 
modern world. The fact that two-thirds of all 
papal visits to date have been to Europe cer-
tainly reinforces the Pontiff’s hopes for the 
re-evangelization of Europe. 

In his address to diplomatic, business and 
academic leaders at Westminster Hall, the 
Pope laid out the case for the coexistence of 
religion and politics. ‘‘Britain has emerged 
as a pluralist democracy which places great 
value on freedom of speech . . . with a strong 
sense of the individual’s rights and duties.’’ 
He also said that such a stance squares with 
Catholic social teaching and ‘‘its overriding 
concern to safeguard the unique dignity of 
every person . . . and in its emphasis on the 
duty of civil authority to foster the common 
good.’’ Contrary to the critics of his visit, 
the Pope showed that a platform for good 
government and justice is created by mutu-
ally reinforced reason and faith. 

These concepts are linked to Vatican II 
(1962–1965), which was a turning point for the 
evolution of Church relations in the world, 
building upon past traditions and policies 
while finding new approaches with which to 
confront the global realities of the 1960s. 
This human dignity and the essential, inher-
ent rights of man as demonstrated in its 
most significant pronouncements, specifi-
cally Pacem in Terris, Gaudium et Spes and 
Dignitatis Humanae. 

Benedict’s predecessor, Pope John Paul II, 
had witnessed a Holy See diplomacy reacting 

to a different set of world challenges. Shaped 
by a different personal background, he ap-
plied these same principles in his diplomacy. 
His entire lifetime of experiences drove him, 
along with President Ronald Reagan, to 
focus on the evils of communism. In his ad-
dress to the United Nations on October 3, 
1979, Pope John Paul II ‘‘gave a speech in de-
fense of basic human rights that left the del-
egates from communist countries worried’’ 
wherein he said that politics must begin 
with ‘‘a proper understanding of the dignity 
of the human person’’ and that respect for 
human rights was ‘‘the prerequisite to true 
peace.’’ Elaborating his message further, 
John Paul II told an audience of scientists in 
2000 that ‘‘faith is not afraid of reason’’ be-
cause they ‘‘are like two wings on which the 
human spirit rises to the contemplation of 
truth.’’ 

These two examples illustrate the con-
tinuity of thought of Holy See diplomacy 
and the important symmetries between two 
‘‘modern’’ popes, often less recognized than 
their differences. More open to inter-reli-
gious and pluralistic, democratic process, 
these two popes have done much to foster 
the dialogue about the place of religion in 
democracy. culture, and the political moral-
ity of society. 

RELIGION AND DEMOCRACY 
President Richard Nixon, a staunch anti- 

communist, was capable of rapprochement 
with China at a time when opposition to 
such an outreach was strong. While not ex-
actly analogous and on an entirely different 
plane, an unstintingly conservative Pope has 
been able to actively engage nonbelievers 
and the most secular of peoples in robust 
dialogue. Cardinal Ratzinger honed his intel-
lectual arguments in several publications 
and has become a leader for theologians. 
Just over a year before he was elected pope, 
then Cardinal Ratzinger worked with the 
noted neo-socialist Jürgen Habermas to 
write a series of essays in the book, The Dia-
lectics of Secularization: On Reason and Re-
ligion. This is the same person who spoke 
out against the ‘‘dictatorship of relativism’’ 
in the 2005 conclave that elected him. This 
Pope is simultaneously capable of speaking 
forcefully about his positions while actively 
engaging the most ardent dissidents. 

Many link the Pope’s focus on the need for 
religion as a building block of democracy 
with his boyhood experiences during the 
Third Reich. British Historian Michael 
Burleigh reveals Nazi leaders’ determination 
to ‘‘demolish the moral authority of the 
Catholic Church’’ in order to later abrogate 
citizens’ rights. The Pope believes that once 
religion becomes attenuated and removed 
from society, then the void is filled by an au-
thoritarian dictatorship and there is no 
longer a check or balance to political power. 

This concept has also been expressed by 
President George W. Bush, as he has often 
said that free people foster peace because 
they can change out their leaders. There is a 
similar history with the evolution of dissent 
in communist Russia, from Alexander Sol-
zhenitsyn, who gave life to the focus on 
human rights in Russia, to Pope John Paul 
II. 

Former Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright writes that part of the failure of the 
opposition to communism in Vietnam was 
the fact that the Saigon government re-
pressed Buddhism—the ‘‘largest noncommu-
nist institution in the country’’—leaving an 
obvious void. She also criticized in her book 
those who sought to ignore or downplay the 
role of religion in many of the foreign policy 
conflicts she dealt with during her time in 
government, like Northern Ireland, Muslim 
India and pre-revolutionary Iran, saying, 
‘‘Religion is a large part of what motivates 

people and shapes their views of justice and 
right behavior.’’ 

At least in the United States, statistical 
research backs up the Pope’s philosophical 
and theological perspective. Robert Putnam 
and David Campbell, in their new work, 
American Grace: How Religion Divides and 
Unites Us, put forward empirical social 
science research to argue for the value of re-
ligion in establishing good behavior and im-
proved citizenship. Their data show when re-
ligion matters to people, they are more char-
itable with their time and their money, and 
they belong to more civic organizations. The 
research also correlates positively with po-
litical involvement of all ideologies and vot-
ing. Interestingly, the data show that the 
more religious one is, the more likely that 
person is to feel that tax evasion is ‘‘always 
wrong.’’ These are behaviors which are es-
sential to a smoothly functioning democracy 
which is engaged in preserving its freedoms. 
Their research proves empirically what 
George Washington thought in 1796, that ‘‘of 
all the dispositions and habits which lead to 
political prosperity, religion and morality 
are indispensable supports.’’ 

RELIGION AND REASON 
The Pope’s concern for the perils of secu-

larism has led to the second front of his per-
sonal diplomacy, the quest for a mutual rela-
tionship between reason and religion. His 
first opportunity to raise this issue came 
with the Islamic outrage over the publica-
tion of a cartoon of the Prophet Mohammed 
by the Danish cartoonist Kurt Westergaard 
in 2005. The Pope’s comment that ‘‘intoler-
ance and violence can never be justified as 
response[s] to offenses’’ parallels the U.S. 
State Department’s official position, which 
defended freedom of speech even when it was 
unpopular to do so. Both the United States 
and Holy See offered courageous support for 
journalists the world over. This issue contin-
ued as recently as last Fall when a group of 
extremists attempted to bomb the Swedish 
newspaper Jyllands-Posten because it had re-
printed the cartoon as a demonstration of 
free speech. 

Months later, Pope Benedict’s first foray 
into the global spotlight after his election 
featured highly publicized remarks at his 
former teaching post, the University of 
Regensburg. The Pope referred to Byzantine 
emperor Manuel II Paleologus saying Islam 
is Prophet Mohammed’s ‘‘command to spread 
by the sword the faith he preached’’ in an ef-
fort to express his concem over the extre-
mism, aggression and immutability reflected 
in certain Islamic doctrines and parts of the 
Koran. 

As the sound bite reverberated around the 
world, evoking a variety of reactions, the 
broader meaning and intent of his expres-
sions that day have resonated more pro-
foundly as a global discussion and analysis of 
the Koran, Islam and its relations to the 
modern world have ensued. 

The crucial point, reinforced constantly 
since Regensburg, is that reason and religion 
can—and indeed must—co-exist in the mod-
ern world. The only way forward is to contin-
ually foster this mutual relationship. What 
is a quest for rationality tempering fervor 
and fanaticism in some expressions of Islam 
and other religious traditions is coupled, at 
least by the Pope and the Holy See, with 
more fervor and excitement about religion in 
the modern, secular state. 

Since Regensburg there have been numer-
ous debates and publications commenting on 
the issue of the immutability of the word of 
the Prophet Mohammed expressed in the 
Koran, on whether Shiite or Sunni Islam is 
more subject to interpretation and 
contextualization and about what the En-
lightenment meant or should mean for 
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Islam. These issues are important and rel-
evant to the discussion of religion in moder-
nity and underscore the urgency of the need 
for workable doctrines, policies and intellec-
tual frameworks within which to create op-
portunities for reconciliation and conflict 
avoidance. 

Again in his address at Westminster Hall, 
the Pope postulated that advocates of both 
secular rationality and religious belief ‘‘need 
one another and should not be afraid to enter 
into a profound and ongoing dialogue, for the 
good of our civilization.’’ 

The harsh reality of the fault line between 
reason and religion has received greater 
international attention following the United 
Kingdom visit. Religious intolerance re-
cently fueled two deadly church bombings in 
the Middle East. The October 31, 2010 mas-
sacre in Baghdad killed more than 50 Syriac 
Catholics and 23 Coptic Christians were mur-
dered in Alexandria, Egypt on January 1, 
2011, all while attending services. These 
events tragically reaffirm the Pope’s UK call 
for religious freedom. 

CONCLUSION 
In his five years as pope, Benedict has led 

a diplomatic mission embracing the positive 
role of religion in politics, global justice and 
the peaceful evolution of civilization. Occa-
sionally blunt and sometimes misunder-
stood, he has not shrunk from the 21st cen-
tury challenges of secularization and radi-
calism and has lent his lifetime of theo-
logical and philosophical study to help solve 
these seemingly intractable problems. 

In his address for the celebration of the 
World Day of Peace on January 1, 2011, deliv-
ered almost as the attack in Alexandria was 
taking place, the Pope highlighted the 
humanizing and civilizing role of religion in 
the development of civil society. Pope Bene-
dict XVI said, ‘‘Freedom and respect are in-
separable;’’ and, moreover, that ‘‘religious 
freedom is the condition for the pursuit of 
truth.’’ He went on to quote from the Vati-
can II Declaration on Religious Freedom 
Dignitatis Humanae: ‘‘in exercising their 
rights, individuals and social groups are 
bound by the moral law to have regard for 
the rights of others.’’ Once again, in this 
message broadly addressed to all people, the 
Pope reaffirmed the critical linkages of reli-
gious freedom and human dignity to the pur-
suit of justice and peace, and to the truth 
and objective credibility which reason ad-
duces to the profession of faith. 

Though a relatively older Pope when he 
was elected, Pope Benedict XVI has shown 
vigor and spirit in expressing the diplomacy 
of the Holy See. The September trip to the 
United Kingdom urged preservation and en-
hancement of the role of religion in modern 
society and government, and continues to 
call for dialogue and the coexistence of reli-
gion and reason in today’s world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BREA BEAL, MS. 
BASKETBALL OF ILLINOIS FOR 
2017 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Brea Beal of Rock Island for 
being named this year’s Ms. Basketball of Illi-
nois. 

Brea is the first Quad-City basketball player 
to be awarded the title of Ms. Basketball of Illi-
nois, and I would like to recognize her for her 
tremendous talent. As a former college bas-

ketball player myself, I understand the time, 
hard work and dedication that goes into being 
awarded such a title. Additionally, Brea has 
consistently been ranked as one of the top 
basketball players in the state. Last year, she 
was the only freshman to make the Class 4A 
Illinois Basketball Coaches Association all- 
state first team and has showed continued 
growth in skill and heart. She is ranked as one 
of the top sophomore prospects in the nation, 
scoring more than 1,200 points in her young 
basketball career and only the third sopho-
more ever to be named Ms. Basketball of Illi-
nois. At this rate, Brea is on pace to break al-
most every Western Big 6 Conference record 
by the time she graduates. 

Not only does Brea lead on the court as the 
captain of the basketball team, she’s also 
deeply involved in our community, spending 
time volunteering when she isn’t practicing. 
Moreover, she is strong academically and 
maintains a 3.6 grade point average. 

It is because of passionate young leaders 
like Brea that I am especially proud to serve 
Illinois 17th Congressional District. Again, I’d 
like to congratulate Brea Beal for making the 
Quad-Cities proud, and wish her every suc-
cess in her bright future. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF AHMED 
‘‘KATHY’’ KATHRADA 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I awakened 
today to the news of a gentleman from South 
Africa, who was a man of historic proportion, 
an anti-apartheid activist and a blessed man, 
Ahmed Kathrada, known as Kathy, passed 
away. 

I had the privilege to meet this great man on 
two occasions, once in August 2009 and again 
in June 2016 while on a Congressional Dele-
gation honoring the 50th Anniversary of Rob-
ert F. Kennedy’s famous June 6, 1966 ‘‘Rip-
ples of Hope’’ human rights speech. I was to-
tally awed by his life and his peaceful nature. 

Kathy Kathrada spent decades in jail with 
Nelson Mandela, then spent the first years of 
democracy helping to shape South Africa’s 
government after the fall of apartheid. 

Kathy was an Indian gentleman and when 
he was eight years old his family moved from 
Schweizer-Reneke two hundred miles away to 
Johannesburg because there were no schools 
for Indians. Not only were there no schools for 
Indians, but when he was sent to prison there 
were no cells for Indians either. 

He became, at a very early age, an activist 
for social reform and against apartheid, first 
for Indian rights and then against apartheid 
and for South African rights. He became a po-
litical activist at 12 years old and at 17 years 
old, he was arrested for the first time after he 
left school to join the Transvaal Passive Re-
sistance Council. 

Kathy came into prominence in July 1963, 
when he was arrested with other anti-apart-
heid activists in Rivonia. That October, he was 
indicted on charges of trying to overthrow the 
government, start a guerrilla war, and open 
the door to invasion by foreign powers. On 
April 1964, he was sentenced to life in prison, 
at hard labor, along with Nelson Mandela, 

Walter Sisulu, Denis Golberg, Govan Mbeki, 
Raymond Mhlaba, Elias Motsoaledi, and An-
drew Mlangeni. The Rivonia trial became a 
signature moment in the struggle against 
apartheid. Mr. Kathrada spent 26 years and 3 
months behind bars, 18 of them on Robben 
Island, the apartheid regime’s most notorious 
prison. 

When he was in prison, he was sent to work 
in a limestone quarry for more than a decade. 
At one point, Mr. Kathrada, Mr. Mandela, and 
Mr. Sisulu were put on a meager ration of rice 
gruel as punishment for supposedly not work-
ing hard enough. Because Kathy was a 
mixed-race convict, he was given long trou-
sers while black convicts had to wear shorts 
without socks and even rations were distrib-
uted by race. Mr. Kathadra refused to accept 
his privileges unless they were also extended 
to his black comrades. He and other African 
National Congress (ANC) leaders helped Nel-
son Mandela draft his memoirs in prison and 
smuggle them out. While in prison, Mr. 
Kathrada obtained four university degrees, two 
in history and two in African politics. 

When he was released from prison, he 
wasn’t bitter, he practiced only peace and was 
committed to resolving race relations in South 
Africa. He was elected Parliament as a mem-
ber of the ANC in the first all-inclusive demo-
cratic South African elections in 1994 and was 
appointed to be a political advisor to President 
Nelson Mandela in the newly created post of 
Parliamentary Counsellor. He left parliamen-
tary politics in 1999. 

After his release, Kathy preached forgive-
ness. He befriended the people who had been 
his guards and who had subjected him. He ac-
tually moved back to Robben Island in 1999— 
this time to a private house, where he lived for 
nearly five years as the president of the 
Robben Island Museum where he led tours of 
the museums. On my second trip to South Af-
rica, where I met him for the second time, it 
was remarkable to see the prison guards hand 
the key to the prison to the former prisoner. 

Kathy remained dedicated to the ANC for 
the rest of his life and he was never afraid to 
speak his mind. He was a member of his 
neighborhood branch and attended national 
functions of the ANC. Last April, he called on 
President Zuma to resign, after South Africa’s 
highest court found that the president violated 
his oath of office by refusing to pay back pub-
lic money spent on renovations to his rural 
home. He was never afraid to criticize corrup-
tion and promote the values of love and 
peace. He lamented that South Africa re-
mained so geographically divided and eco-
nomically disparate. He always worked for a 
non-sexist, non-racial, democratic South Afri-
ca. 

He received four honorary degrees in his life 
including from the University of Kentucky, 
Michigan State, and the University of Missouri. 
He is rightly revered in South Africa and 
around the world. Kathy was a great human 
being and a humanitarian individual who 
served the Indian people, the South African 
nation, and humanity in a superb fashion. 
Kathy is survived by his longtime partner Bar-
bara Hogan, a former political prisoners and 
government minister. His was a life well-lived. 
I was fortunate to have met him, and I am 
sorry for his loss. 
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