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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF REP. ENI FALEOMAVAEGA OF
AMERICAN SAMOA

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the life and legacy of my good friend
and our former colleague from American
Samoa, Congressman Eni Faleomavaega,
who passed away on February 22, 2017.
Throughout his 26 years here in the House of
Representatives, Eni was a tireless champion
for the people of American Samoa, an advo-
cate for the U.S. territories, and leader on
issues affecting the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander community. He was also a leader
on the House Foreign Affairs Committee on
issues important to the Asia-Pacific region.
More importantly, he got leaders in Congress
and in administration after administration to
focus on the importance of the Pacific Islands.
We are often overlooked in grand Asia strat-
egy but he got policymakers to understand our
importance to the world community.

| am proud to have worked with Eni on a
number of issues that impact the Asia-Pacific
region and the 4.5 million Americans living in
the territories. For much of my time here in
Congress, Eni was the longest serving rep-
resentative from a U.S. territory, so he was
the Dean of what we refer to as our Territorial
Caucus. | leaned on his advice and appre-
ciated his insightful perspectives that were
grounded in not only his almost three decades
as a Member of Congress, but also his work
in public service as American Samoa’s Lieu-
tenant Governor and Deputy Attorney General,
as a staffer here on Capitol Hill, and service
in the U.S. Army. He, like many Members in
this body, fought hard to secure much needed
federal funding for American Samoa. Eni had
a broad vision but never forgot his constitu-
ents. He never forgot the people that gave him
the privilege to serve in this esteemed body.
His depth of knowledge and compassion for
the less fortunate were evident to everyone he
met, and | will look back fondly on the work
that we did together in Congress.

Eni’s passing is a great loss for the people
of American Samoa and all Americans, and
we are all better for having known him. | ex-
tend my sincere condolences to his family,
loved ones, and the people of American
Samoa, and | join them in celebrating his
memory. | thank my colleague from American
Samoa, Congresswoman RADEWAGEN for or-
ganizing this Special Order, so that this body
can appropriately honor and pay tribute to
Congressman Faleomavaega for his years of
dedicated service to his constituents and to
our nation. He is deeply missed, but he will
forever be remembered by all who he served.

——————

ENI FA’AUA’A HUNKIN
FALEOMAVAEGA, JR.

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
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the extraordinary life of Eni Fa’aua’a Hunkin
Faleomavaega, Jr., who passed away last
month at the age of 73. Eni Faleomavaega
was not only my colleague, he was my friend.
Eni was the senior delegate and, therefore,
the dean of the delegates. We became friends
from the time | was elected in 1990. Eni was
as affable as he was serious and dedicated to
his constituents in American Samoa. He was
the first person of Asian-Pacific descent to
chair the House Subcommittee on Asia, the
Pacific, and the Global Environment, later
serving as ranking member.

Eni was fully prepared for his leadership
roles in the Congress. He served his country
for three years during the Vietnam War. Eni
put his education at Brigham Young University
and the University of Houston Law Center to
a lifetime of public service. He served the peo-
ple of American Samoa in critical positions.
Eni Faleomavaega was deputy attorney gen-
eral and, later, lieutenant governor of Amer-
ican Samoa. Eni was the administrative assist-
ant to American Samoa Delegate A.U.
Fuimaono before he was elected to that posi-
tion himself in 1988.

Even though the District of Columbia pays
federal taxes (highest per capita in the U.S.),
the delegates have much in common and al-
ways worked together. When | discovered that
the D.C. flag was not carried by D.C. troops
as state troops do, further investigation
showed that the troops of the territories also
did not carry their flags. Yet, the territories and
the District have served their country in nota-
bly-disproportionate numbers. All of us signed
a letter to House and Senate Armed Services
committees. Working together, we got this fail-
ure to acknowledge all our troops corrected by
the Congress.

| was particularly appreciative of Eni’s initia-
tives. For example, he introduced the bill to
cancel the trademark using the disparaging
word “Redskins,” the name of the District of
Columbia’s football team. That challenge has
been vindicated, but is now on appeal.

Delegates have always supported one an-
other on issues unique to their districts. | ap-
preciate that all the Democratic delegates are
original cosponsors of my bill to make the Dis-
trict of Columbia the 51st state. In the same
way, we supported Eni’s work against nuclear
testing in the South Pacific. Eni led in the
Congress on this critical issue, even boy-
cotting  then-French  president  Jacques
Chirac’'s address before a joint session of
Congress. Only days before that speech,
France was conducting a series of nuclear
tests in the South Pacific, despite protests.

Eni led the Congress on issues important to
American Samoa and to our country. He set a
high standard for representation. Eni
Faleomavaega was kind and generous, and
he was intelligent, able, dedicated, and hard-
working. | miss my friend. So does the Con-
gress.

e —

HONORING THE LIFE AND MEM-
ORY OF REPRESENTATIVE ENI
FALEOMAVAEGA

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR
OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 21, 2017
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and memory of a true states-
man, Congressman Eni Faleomavaega.
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I’'m Congressman PAUL GOSAR and | rep-
resent Arizona’s Fourth Congressional District.

| am also Chairman of the Congressional
Western Caucus, Chairman of the House
Committee on Natural Resources Sub-
committee on Energy and Mineral Resources,
and Vice-Chairman of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

| would like to start by thanking Congress-
woman AMATA for her great leadership in the
House of Representatives and for organizing
this bipartisan special order today to pay trib-
ute to our colleague Eni.

On February 22, 2017, a Member of the
House who served the Congress and rep-
resented the people of American Samoa for
26 years, passed away out West while at his
home in Utah.

Eni was a patriot who honorably served this
great nation in uniform in the U.S. Army. Un-
fortunately, he was exposed to Agent Orange
during one of his tours, something that nega-
tively impacted his health for the rest of his
life.

Eni did not let this incident hold him back
though and went on to serve our great country
for nearly three decades as the Delegate for
American Samoa. He also served the territory
as its Lieutenant Governor.

| got to know Eni through our work together
on the House Committee on Natural Re-
sources. Eni was a passionate and effective
member on issues impacting the Pacific.

Eni was a devoted husband and father of
five children. Eni and his wife were active
members of their church.

Family, friends and colleagues were sad-
dened to learn of his passing last month. This
demonstrates just how much he will be
missed. | am confident there will be a large
turnout next Saturday the 25th at his memorial
service and subsequent reception that follows
to celebrate his life.

Again, | would like to thank Congresswoman
AMATA for organizing this most worthy tribute
to our colleague Eni. Eni left big shoes to fill,
but Congresswoman AMATA has stepped up,
continued the excellent representation the
people of American Samoa have come to ex-
pect, and become an effective leader that is
respected throughout the country.

| know Eni would be proud of the Congress-
woman and the great work she has done for
American Samoa.

ENI FALEOMAVAEGA

HON. STEVE CHABOT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, | had the honor
of serving on the Foreign Affairs Committee
with Congressman Eni Faleomavaega for 16
years. We got to know each other well in
2001, when President Bush nominated the two
of us to be the bipartisan Congressional Dele-
gates to the United Nations, and we would
travel to New York together to meet with our
Ambassador and his diplomatic team.

During Eni’s last term in Congress, | chaired
the Asia Pacific Subcommittee. Eni was the
subcommittee’s Ranking Member. | can tell
you that during that period, we disagreed from
time to time on policy matters, but never were
we disagreeable. Eni was the consummate




March 21, 2017

gentleman who respected the views of his col-
leagues, as we all respected his.

It was during that time that Eni and | had
the opportunity to travel together to the Re-
public of Korea, Japan and Taiwan to meet
with the leaders of those nations and discuss
the economic, political and security issues in
the region. In those many meetings, Eni was
an engaged participant who clearly had
earned the respect of our allies. There were
two of us—one Democrat, one Republican.
But there was no partisanship on that trip. Eni
came not as a Democrat but as a thoughtful
Member of Congress who understood the re-
alities of the modem day Asia-Pacific region.

| think you can tell a lot about an individual
Member of Congress by what his colleagues
and staff think of him. In all the years | had
the privilege of knowing Eni, | never heard a
negative word from anybody about him. His
colleagues respected him—appreciating his
hard work, his dedication to this institution, his
service during the Viethnam War, and his love
for American Samoa. And his staff thought the
world of him—as did mine.

Mr. Speaker, to his wife, Hina, and his chil-
dren, grandchildren, former staff and extended
family—my sincere condolences. Eni was an
outstanding public servant, a proud Samoan,
and a great American. He will be missed. Rest
in peace, Eni.

——————

CONGRESSMAN ENI
FALEOMAVAEGA

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
rise today to recognize the long career and
dedication to public service of Congressman
Eni Faleomavaega. Congressman
Faleomavaega passed away on February 22,
2017. He served the people of American
Samoa for over thirty years, first as Lieutenant
Governor and later on as their Representative.

A true patriot, Congressman Faleomavaega
served his country in the Army and eventually
became an officer in the United States Army
Reserve, having served during the Vietnam
War as a captain. As a legislator, his achieve-
ments for the people of our nation and Amer-
ican Samoa came through his important work
with the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
Committee on Natural Resources. He fought
tirelessly for the prosperity and wellbeing of
his people. | am proud to be able to say that
| was able to serve alongside Congressman
Faleomavaega in the House of Representa-
tives from 2009-2015.

It is my honor to commemorate Eni
Faleomavaega today, and | take pride in rec-
ognizing a great American and public servant.
Today, his commitment to public service lives
on through his great nephew, Andrew Tuitele,
who is currently an intern in my district office
in Aurora, Colorado.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

HONORING THE LIFE OF CON-
GRESSMAN ENI FALEOMAVAEGA

HON. TULSI GABBARD

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, today let's
honor the life and service of our dear col-
league, my friend, the late Congressman Eni
Fa’aua’a Hunkin Faleomavaega, Jr.

My memories with Congressman
Faleomavaega extend back to small-kid time,
in Hawaii—he was elected to Congress as
American Samoa’s delegate when | was just 8
years old. On his way to and from American
Samoa, he would often stop in Hawaii, pay
visits to his alma mater Kahuku High School,
watch a Red Raider game or two, and visit
with friends and family in Hawaii’s vibrant Sa-
moan and Polynesian community. | grew up
understanding and appreciating Fa’a Samoa—
The Samoan Way—uwhich like the aloha spirit,
refers to how we should respect and honor
one another, no matter where you’re from or
your stature in life. He shared this Fa’a Samoa
every day with his colleagues and others in
Washington, seven thousand miles from his
homeland. It was a very special thing to serve
alongside him as a Member of Congress when
| was elected in 2012. We served on the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, and he
often pulled me aside to talk story about his
experiences on this commitiee, the places
he’d been, and the people he’d met.

Eni was a warrior, a public servant, a de-
voted Christian, and a family man. He was
born in Vailoatai Village in American Samoa.
It's a beautiful and culturally rich island with
that small-town feel where everybody knows
everybody. Eni’s father served in the military,
so growing up, he moved around a bit. He
lived in Guam and later moved to Hawaii and
attended Kahuku High School and Brigham
Young University on Oahu’s northeast shore,
eventually graduating from the main BYU
campus in Utah. Eni was an active member of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints alongside his wife Hinanui and their
family.

Eni was a soldier in the United States Army.
He served honorably in Vietnam, earned the
rank of Captain, joined the Reserves decades
later, and unfortunately suffered from com-
plications associated with his exposure to
Agent Orange. Throughout his four decades of
service in Congress (1989-2015), he worked
hard for the people of American Samoa and
for our veterans, caring for them deeply and
fighting for them relentlessly. As a delegate,
Congressman Faleomavaega was passionate
about representing his people and ensuring
the communities at home had the resources
they needed, especially health care and other
essential services. He stanchly opposed free
trade deals so that the few but impactful in-
dustries of American Samoa would not be
devastated. He always put the people first,
and he served with all of his heart.

So as we honor the life and service of this
great man, Eni Fa’aua’a Hunkin
Faleomavaega, Jr., we send our deepest grati-
tude to his ‘aiga (family) for their support and
sacrifice over the years.
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Traditionally, at a Samoan memorial service,
guests give the grieving family hand-woven
mats in a ceremonial exchange of gifts called
fa’alavelave. We don’t have one here today,
but offer these words in their absence:
Fa’afetai Tele Lava (thank you), Fa’amanuia le
Atua (God bless), and Fa Soifua.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, on
March 17, 2017, | was unable to be present
for the recorded votes on roll call no. 170,
171, and 172. Had | been present, | would
have voted as follows: AYE on Hanabusa
Amendment No. 11, YEA on the final passage
of H.R. 1367, and AYE on the journal vote.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HONOR-
ABLE WILLIAM F. ADOLPH, JR.
OF SPRINGFIELD, PA

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Honorable William F. Adolph,
Jr. of Springfield, PA on his retirement and
thank him for his decades of service to Dela-
ware County families. Bill is retiring as Rep-
resentative from the 165th Legislative District
in the Pennsylvania General Assembly, where
he served as Chairman of the Appropriations
Committee. After more than thirty years of
public service, Bill has earned a record as a
champion for the middle class, small and
growing businesses and fiscal responsibility in
Harrisburg.

Throughout his career in public service, first
as a township commissioner in Springfield, as
a lawmaker in Harrisburg and ultimately as the
Chairman of the Appropriations Committee,
Bill has always fought to ensure the taxpayer
got the most out of every dollar government
spends. He’s fought to lessen the tax burden
on job creators and spur economic growth.
He’s fought to ensure Pennsylvania’s most
vulnerable have access to the services they
need. And he’s fought to hold government ac-
countable to the people it serves.

As important as his legislative achievements
have been to Pennsylvania, perhaps his great-
est legacy is the role model he’s been to
countless young people as a coach and
through his decades-long involvement with the
Springfield Youth Club. He’s taught genera-
tions of Springfield's young people how to
conduct themselves with integrity and respon-
sibility—both on and off the field.

| thank Bill for all he’s done for our state
and our community, and | wish him the best
in his retirement.
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