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and will positively impact the lives of countless 
scholars for years to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING MARIACHI AZUL Y 
PLATA’S STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 
WIN 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mariachi Azul Y Plata of the Ben Bolt 
Palito Blanco Independent School District for 
recently winning its second consecutive state 
mariachi championship in Class 2A. 

Ben Bolt High School and the people of 
South Texas are proud of the musicians of 
Mariachi Azul Y Plata for their hard work and 
impressive talent. This accomplishment is a 
testament to the dedication of these young 
men and women. Through their state title, Ben 
Bolt has set the bar for generations of high 
school mariachi musicians to come. 

The mariachi band is composed of 23 stu-
dents, who jointly participated in auditions 
against other schools to attend the competi-
tion. Azul Y Plata excelled in their division and 
they continue to embrace the Mariachi culture 
and keep our Hispanic heritage alive. 

Congratulations again to the Palito Blanco 
High School Mariachi band in Ben Bolt for 
their tremendous achievement. 

f 

HONORING CONNERSVILLE HIGH 
SCHOOL SPARTANS BOYS VAR-
SITY BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Connersville High School on its 2017 
IHSAA Class 4A Sectional 9 championship in 
boys’ basketball. 

The Spartans faced off against the New 
Castle Trojans, with a standing room only 
crowd watching, at historic New Castle Field-
house, the world’s largest high school gym-
nasium. 

I am proud of these young men for not only 
their remarkable win, but also for the Hoosier 
sportsmanship that they displayed throughout 
this exciting season. I want to commend 
Coach Kerry Brown as well as all of the as-
sistant coaches who led these young men to 
victory. 

Congrats, Spartans. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO D.M. MILLER 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the finest men I have ever known, Mr. 
D.M. Miller, was the subject of a lengthy arti-
cle in the Knoxville News-Sentinel. 

The article told of his 48 years in education 
in my hometown of Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Mr. Miller touched thousands of lives in 
good and positive ways during his career as a 
teacher, coach, principal, administrator, and 
school board member. 

This country is in a better place today be-
cause of the life and service of D.M. Miller. 

I include in the RECORD, the story about Mr. 
Miller in the Knoxville News-Sentinel from 
March 2, 2017. 
[From The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Mar. 2, 

2017] 
(By Rebecca D. Williams) 

You might say D.M. Miller of Knoxville, 91, 
a longtime educator and coach, was in school 
most of his life. 

‘‘I remember seeing my first basketball 
game, at South Harriman School, where my 
aunt was playing. I was 6 or 7 years old,’’ he 
said. 

‘‘I was born in Roane County on Oct. 22, 
1925. My parents were Ben and Stella Schu-
bert Miller. My dad had a fourth-grade edu-
cation and my mom had a fifth,’’ he said. 

By the time he was 10, the family moved to 
Knoxville and lived in Lonsdale. ‘‘This was 
during the (Great) Depression, and every-
body was poor. My dad was a machinist, a 
motor mechanic, an electrician and a car-
penter. He was without work at times,’’ Mil-
ler said. 

When he was a student at Lonsdale Ele-
mentary School, Miller remembers the 
marching band from Rule High School going 
on ‘‘strike,’’ and marching around Lonsdale, 
to protest the fact that Rule only had 10 
grades. The kids wanted 12 grades so they 
wouldn’t have to walk to Knox High School, 
Miller said. 

Rule High School had 12 grades by the time 
Miller got there. He lettered in basketball, 
track and baseball, and was captain of the 
football team and vice president of his senior 
class in 1944. Shortly after graduation, Miller 
joined the U.S. Navy, during World War II. 

‘‘Everybody wanted to join up,’’ he said. 
‘‘My mom wouldn’t let me drop out of high 
school to go in. I graduated from Rule High 
School on a Friday and went right in the 
Navy, a boatswain’s mate.’’ 

Miller served on the U.S.S. Gosper, an am-
phibious invasion and casualty evacuation 
ship in the Pacific. The ship was part of the 
Okinawa invasion. ‘‘There were four of us 
boys from Rule High School over there, and 
two of them got killed at Okinawa. We 
thought we were going to invade Japan, but 
thank goodness (the U.S. dropped the atomic 
bomb) and the war ended,’’ he said. 

‘‘Then, they sent us to Corregidor (Phil-
ippines), and we picked up 2,700 American, 
Canadian and British prisoners of war. None 
of them weighed a hundred pounds. They 
were skeletons,’’ he remembered. 

After the war, Miller returned to Ten-
nessee and enrolled in Maryville College on 
the G.I. Bill, where he played football and 
majored in education. ‘‘All the veterans had 
come back from the war, and we had a pretty 
good ball club,’’ he said. ‘‘I played on an 
undefeated team and in the Tangerine Bowl, 
a forerunner of the Citrus Bowl, in 1946.’’ 

As a senior, he met Viola ‘‘Vi’’ Marshall, 
at a dance. ‘‘I saw her dancing and cut in,’’ 
he said. ‘‘We started going together and got 
married June 2, 1952.’’ 

In 1950, Miller was hired back at his alma 
mater, Rule High School, as an assistant 
coach of several sports and teacher of math, 
science and health. He eventually became 
the head football coach of the ‘‘Golden 
Bears.’’ 

When the drafting teacher died unexpect-
edly on a Friday, Miller was asked to take 
over his class. He had only had one class in 
drafting in high school. ‘‘I studied all week-
end to get ready,’’ he said. ‘‘I taught on Mon-
day.’’ 

Miller went back to the University of Ten-
nessee at night for a master’s degree in ad-
ministration and became assistant principal 
of Rule High School for four years, and then 
principal from 1965 through 1975. It was a 
time of racial integration of the schools. 

‘‘We had on one side of us Lonsdale Homes, 
and on the other side was College Homes. 
And in between there was Western Heights, 
the largest low-income housing project in 
the area. So we started integrating in 1970. I 
enrolled 1,625 kids in a school that would 
hold 1,000. Eight hundred were black. We had 
the Black Panthers on campus; we had to 
run them out. It was not easy. I broke up the 
first fight,’’ he said. 

Discipline back then involved a ‘‘long pad-
dle,’’ Miller said. ‘‘Our kids were used to it. 
Mamas would call me and say, ‘Handle it.’ 
You have to be fair and firm and consistent. 
There’s no in-between,’’ he said. 

After being principal, Miller was asked to 
work in the Knoxville City Schools adminis-
tration building as the administrative assist-
ant to the superintendent. He also served on 
the control board of the Tennessee Sec-
ondary School Athletic Association for nine 
years, during which time he helped TSSAA 
build an office in Hermitage, reclassify 
schools, and implement Title IX. He was in-
ducted into its Hall of Fame as an adminis-
trator in 1994. 

Miller retired after almost 35 years in the 
city school system, and was elected to the 
Knoxville City School Board in 1986. The city 
and county schools merged in 1987, and Mil-
ler was elected to the consolidated board for 
his second term. ‘‘I’m the only man to have 
served on both,’’ he said. 

The Millers had three children, a daughter 
in 1952, and two sons. Even though he was an 
educator, Miller’s daughter could not go to 
public schools. 

‘‘Our daughter, Elizabeth, we call her 
Libby, was born handicapped. They told us 
we should put her in an institution. We just 
couldn’t bear to let her go, so we raised her. 

‘‘The (Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act) hadn’t come into effect yet. So 
she never had any education. We couldn’t get 
her in a regular school. Her speech was a 
problem. We had her at every speech clinic, 
and we had her to doctor after doctor, but 
she never went to school,’’ he said. 

Libby Miller is 64 today. She lives with the 
Millers and attends the Sertoma Center each 
day for adults with intellectual disabilities. 

In retirement, Miller has been very active 
in his church, New Hope Presbyterian. And 
Miller still keeps in touch with other stu-
dents from Rule High School, which closed in 
1991. In 2015, the Rule Alumni honored Miller 
with a ‘‘Greatest Among Us’’ Award. 

‘‘I counted it up one time, and I’ve been in 
education about 48 years,’’ he said. ‘‘Given 
my mom and dad’s education, it’s a miracle. 

f 

HONORING 2016 ‘‘MR. AMIGO’’ 
FERNANDO LANDEROS VERDUGO 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Charro Days Fiesta and commend 
the 2016 ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ chosen by the Mr. 
Amigo Association of Brownsville, Texas, and 
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, in Mexico. 

Fernando Landeros Verdugo is a caring phi-
lanthropist and founder of the Fundación 
Teletón. His institution’s efforts have united 
both Latin America and the U.S. over the last 
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20 years with the purpose of providing oppor-
tunities to children with disabilities and their 
families. His hard work has gained him the ad-
miration of many, and he is an excellent 
choice to represent the spirit of friendship. 

First awarded in 1964, the title of ‘‘Mr. 
Amigo’’ is an annual tribute to an outstanding 
Mexican citizen who has made a lasting con-
tribution during the previous year to inter-
national solidarity and goodwill. ‘‘Mr. Amigo’’ 
acts as an ambassador between the United 
States and Mexico and presides over the an-
nual Charro Days Fiesta. 

Charro Days dates back to 1937, when the 
citizens of Brownsville organized the event in 
the midst of the Great Depression to celebrate 
the cultural heritage shared between Browns-
ville and its sister city across the Rio Grande, 
Matamoros. The first Charro Days celebration 
featured a parade with horse-drawn floats and 
participants dressed in traditional Mexican 
costumes reminiscent of charros, or Mexican 
cowboys. 

From these humble beginnings, Charro 
Days has evolved into a multi-day event, 
which includes dances, fiestas, a children’s 
parade, and the Grand International Parade. 
Thousands of participants from both sides of 
the border celebrate these traditions each 
year. 

The 80th annual Charro Days celebration 
commenced on February 19th, with a grito, or 
celebratory yell, and on February 25th, the 
Mayor of Brownsville and the Mayor of Mata-
moros met at the Gateway International Bridge 
to extend their hands across the border, sym-
bolizing the friendship between the two cities. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity 
to honor the Charro Days Fiesta and for join-
ing me in recognizing the importance of this 
annual celebration, which continues to 
strengthen the relationship between Browns-
ville and Matamoros, and the bonds between 
the United States and Mexico. 

f 

HONORING GREENSBURG COMMU-
NITY HIGH SCHOOL PIRATES 
BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL 
TEAM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Greensburg Community High School on 
its 2017 IHSAA Class 3A Sectional 29 cham-
pionship in boys’ basketball. 

The Pirates faced off against the Lawrence-
burg Tigers on their home court and defeated 
them 55–41. 

I am proud of these young men for not only 
their remarkable win, but also for the Hoosier 
sportsmanship that they displayed throughout 
this exciting season. I want to commend 
Coach Stacy Meyer as well as all of the as-
sistant coaches who led these young men to 
victory. 

Congrats, Pirates. 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL 
BALISTRIERE 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Michael ‘‘Mike’’ Balistriere who is re-
tiring from Milwaukee Area Labor Council on 
March 17, 2017. Mike is a labor leader, vet-
eran, father and advocate. 

Mike Balistriere has been a proud union 
member since 1969 when he began his career 
at Evinrude Motors. Mike served in Vietnam 
as a United States Marine from 1969–1971 
and returned to Evinrude after his service. He 
became an active member with the United 
Steelworkers (USW) Local 1302, while at 
Evinrude and was elected Chief Steward in 
1974 and served on the bargaining committee 
for 15 years. As a member of USW Local 
1302, Mike served on a variety of committees 
at the behest of his union. 

Mr. Balistriere was called upon by his Inter-
national Union to help with the Firestone/ 
Bridgestone strike as part of a statewide com-
mittee. The United Steelworkers won that hard 
fought fight benefiting the workers which led to 
the merger of the United Steelworkers and 
Rubber Workers. In 1997, Mike left Evinrude 
to assume the position of Community Service 
Liaison at the United Way of Greater Mil-
waukee and later for the Milwaukee Area 
Labor Council. 

In his position as Community Service Liai-
son, Mr. Balistriere has served as a member 
of the AFL-CIO Union Veterans Council, Co- 
Founder of the Veterans Community Relations 
Team, and Treasurer for the War Memorial 
Board. Further, he worked closely with the 
HIRE Center, Wisconsin Election Protection, 
and chaired the St. Bens Annual Cook Out for 
the Milwaukee Area Labor Council, United 
Way of Greater Milwaukee and Waukesha 
County for the past 10 years. 

Some of Mike’s notable achievements in-
clude preventing the hostile takeover of the 
Milwaukee County War Memorial, moving the 
statue of General MacArthur to the lakefront, 
meeting with the Japanese, Korean, Aus-
tralian, and the Philippines consulates in Chi-
cago about the Gen. MacArthur Memorial 
Lakefront Event. One of Mike Balistriere’s 
proudest moments was to lead the recitation 
of the Pledge of Allegiance before President 
Barack Obama speeches at both the Bradley 
Center and Laborfest. 

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to 
know Mike Balistriere and work with him for 
many years on labor issues, veterans’ issues 
and voting rights. I join with friends and his 
wife, Cindy and children Rebecca, Michael Jr., 
Sarah, and Nathan to congratulate him as he 
transitions into a different phase of his life. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Mike 
Balistriere and to call him friend. The citizens 
of the Fourth Congressional District and the 
State of Wisconsin are privileged to have 
someone of ability and dedicated service 
working on their behalf for so many years. I 
thank him for all that he has done. I am hon-
ored for these reasons to pay tribute to Mike 
Balistriere. 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF OLMITO WATER SUP-
PLY CORPORATION, INC. 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Olmito Water Supply Corporation, Inc. 
on their 50th year of service. 

Olmito Water Supply Corporation (WSC) 
was certified as a non-profit in 1967 and is lo-
cated in Cameron County. For 50 years, the 
leadership of its Board of Directors and dedi-
cation of its employees has brought vital serv-
ices to the region. Since its foundation, the 
corporation has provided safe tap water and 
sanitary sewer service to the rural community 
of Olmito, Texas. 

Today, Olmito WSC has established 2,175 
water connections that serve over 8,000 
‘colonia’ residents. Colonias are unincor-
porated settlements along the U.S.-Mexico 
border that lack living necessities such as po-
table water, sewer systems, electricity, paved 
roads, and sanitary housing. The corporation’s 
ability to provide clean water and sanitary 
sewer service has raised the quality of life for 
residents, and has laid the infrastructure for 
the creation of new subdivisions and commer-
cial establishments in the area. 

The Olmito Water Supply Corporation has 
made a lasting, positive impact on our com-
munity, and it will continue to play a critical 
role in the improvement of South Texas. I rise 
today to congratulate the Olmito Water Supply 
Corporation as it celebrates 50 years of suc-
cess. 

f 

HONORING DR. LESTER TENNEY 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Dr. Lester Irwin Tenney of Carlsbad, Cali-
fornia, who recently passed away on February 
24, 2017 at the age of 96. I am proud to rec-
ognize his memory as his Congressman and 
admire his life’s work to strengthen ties with 
our allies in Japan. 

Dr. Tenney served our nation during World 
War II on the 192nd Tank Battalion in the Phil-
ippines. Immediately following the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, his battalion continuously fought 
against the Japanese assault until his com-
manders surrendered on April 9, 1942. He be-
came a Prisoner of War and survived the infa-
mous Bataan Death March, while thousands 
of his American and Filipino counterparts per-
ished. He was then forced to work in a Japa-
nese coal mine until the conclusion of the war. 
Upon returning to the U.S., Dr. Tenney studied 
business at San Diego State University, taught 
finance at Arizona State University, and start-
ed his own financial planning firm. 

After publishing his memoirs documenting 
the atrocities he experienced as a POW, Dr. 
Tenney made it his mission to forgive his cap-
tors and establish friendships with Japanese 
citizens. As national commander of the De-
fenders of Bataan and Corregidor, he met the 
Japanese Ambassador to the United States, 
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