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I ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
her and her achievements. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DOG AND 
CAT MEAT TRADE PROHIBITION 
ACT OF 2017 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Dog and Cat Meat Prohibition 
Act of 2017, legislation that will prohibit the 
slaughter and trade of dogs and cats for 
human consumption in the United States. It 
might surprise you to learn that consumption 
of dogs and cats is still legal in 44 states in 
our nation, where there are no laws prohibiting 
the purchasing, shipping, transporting, selling, 
or donating of dogs or cats to be slaughtered 
for human consumption. This bill will prohibit 
these actions and impose penalties to ensure 
that individuals involved in the dog or cat meat 
trade are held accountable. 

The United States’ position on this cruel and 
brutal practice should be unequivocal: dogs 
and cats should not be killed in this country for 
the consumption of their meat. It is with ut-
most importance that the United States unifies 
animal cruelty laws in all 50 states and explic-
itly bans the killing of dogs and cats for human 
consumption. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope this body will expedi-
tiously pass this measure. Doing so will reaf-
firm America’s commitment to the humane 
treatment of our most beloved companions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PATRICIA ANDRADE 
IN HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month, I rise today to 
honor Patricia Andrade, an activist and advo-
cate for victims of Venezuela’s oppressive re-
gime. 

Ms. Andrade has been recognized as a tire-
less advocate for Venezuelan exiles arriving in 
South Florida. After witnessing waves of Ven-
ezuelans fleeing persecution, Ms. Andrade 
founded the non-profit organization Venezuela 
Awareness. This organization has identified 
the needs of families fleeing persecution and 
worked to address them. This includes finding 
living arrangements, arranging for daily needs, 
and securing legal assistance. 

One of the initiatives of Venezuela Aware-
ness is called Raı́ces Venezolanas, Ven-
ezuelan Roots. This program gives donated 
goods to displaced Venezuelan families. By in-
volving other families, whether of Venezuelan 
origin or not, this initiative creates a sense of 
community involvement in these families’ lives. 

Currently, Ms. Andrade serves as Human 
Rights Director for Venezuela Awareness and 
issues annual reports detailing the human 
rights violations of the Venezuelan govern-
ment. Her work on human rights abuses in 
Venezuela has been used by the Department 

of State, and her advocacy has allowed some 
cases to be presented to the Inter-American 
Commission for Human Rights and the Inter- 
American Court of Human Rights in Costa 
Rica. My office trusts her information and re-
lies on her to keep us abreast of grave human 
rights violations under the Chavez and Maduro 
regimes. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to know Ms. 
Andrade and to recognize her remarkable 
work for Venezuelan exiles and for the State 
of Florida. Her tireless advocacy on behalf of 
those without many resources is admirable 
and has made a real impact on many. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing this 
remarkable woman. 

f 

HONORING TERRY LYNCH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I take this time to honor 
my friend, Terry Lynch, and to wish him well 
upon his retirement from his position as Vice 
President of the Heat and Frost Insulators 
International. Mr. Lynch retired from his post 
at the end of 2016, and for his many years of 
service and expertise in the field, he is to be 
commended. Terry has devoted his life to the 
interests of men and women in the trades, and 
for his unwavering dedication, he is worthy of 
the highest praise. 

Terry Lynch has served in numerous leader-
ship roles throughout his illustrious career. In 
1970, he began his apprenticeship with As-
bestos Workers Local 17 in Chicago, Illinois, 
before receiving his journeyman card in 1974. 
In 1980, Terry was elected Vice President of 
Local 17, before being selected to serve as 
the union’s Corresponding, Recording, and Fi-
nancial Secretary in 1984. Terry served in this 
capacity until 1986 when he was elected 
Trustee for Local 17’s health, welfare, pen-
sion, and annuity funds. He also served as 
chairman of those jointly trusted funds and for 
the joint apprenticeship training committee. In 
1996, Mr. Lynch was chosen to serve as Busi-
ness Manager of the Heat and Frost Insulators 
and Asbestos Workers Local 17. He was 
elected to the position from which he retired, 
International Vice President at Large, in Sep-
tember 2002. Moreover, Terry served the 
international union as Legislative and Political 
Director and Health Hazard Administrator. 

Each and every day, Terry has cherished 
the honor and responsibility that comes with 
being an elected union leader. He has worked 
tirelessly to end the scourge of asbestos and 
to promote health initiatives to protect families 
impacted by mesothelioma and other asbes-
tos-related health conditions. Terry has sup-
ported mechanical insulation, creating addi-
tional work opportunities for his fellow union 
members. Mr. Lynch is also a member and 
past admiral of the Pirates, a group comprised 
of individuals from union labor and manage-
ment in Northwest Indiana dedicated to help-
ing children with Down syndrome. Terry is 
truly an asset to the industry and to the com-
munity, and his passion and steadfast dedica-
tion serve as an inspiration to us all. 

Terry’s commitment to the community and 
his career is exceeded only by his devotion to 

his amazing family. Terry and his loving wife 
of forty-seven years, Denise, have one son, 
Jason, and one grandson, Connor. 

I am proud that Terry Lynch is my friend, 
and I cannot thank him enough for all that he 
has done for me over the years. I am even 
more grateful for what he has done for so 
many for so long, strangers and friends alike. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in honoring 
Terry Lynch for his outstanding contributions 
to Local 17 and the Heat and Frost Insulators 
International, and to wish him well upon his re-
tirement. For many years, Terry has displayed 
his unwavering loyalty to members of the insu-
lator trades, and his numerous positions have 
provided him the opportunity to touch the lives 
of countless individuals. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. ANN K. SNYDER 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the life of a dedicated community 
leader and a dear friend, Dr. Ann Snyder. 

Ann’s knowledge, faith, and understanding 
have always been her guide, which may ex-
plain her numerous accolades. A committed 
public servant, Ann served as President and 
CEO of Interfaith of The Woodlands and the 
Interfaith Community Clinic for over a decade. 
Today, she serves on The Woodlands Town-
ship and Convention and Visitors Center 
boards, as well as numerous others. 

Ann earned her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Education from Colorado State University, 
her Master of Education degree from the Uni-
versity of Missouri at Columbia, and her Doc-
torate in Curriculum and Instruction from 
Baylor University. 

Her past service as Chair of The Woodlands 
Area Chamber of Commerce, President of The 
Woodlands Rotary Board, and President of the 
National Charity League Board, in addition to 
her work on the boards of the YMCA, Friends 
of the Library, Junior League, and The Wood-
lands Junior Golf Association, perfectly illus-
trates why she was named one of Houston’s 
Most Influential Women in 2015. 

Our future leaders hold a special place in 
Ann’s heart. Whether they were students in 
her classes at the University of Houston, bud-
ding scientists participating in the Education 
for Tomorrow Alliance ’science fairs, students 
in the Conroe Independent School District 
where she served on the Board of Trustees, 
and students at Lone Star College where she 
served on the facilities review committee. It is 
too numerous to name all the organizations 
Ann has helped faithfully guide. 

A devoted member of The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church, Ann’s many commu-
nity honors include: Hometown Hero, Mont-
gomery County Woman of Distinction, South 
Montgomery County Person of the Year, Cit-
izen of the Year, Rotary International’s Serv-
ice-Above-Self Award, The Woodlands Paul 
Harris Award, Rotary Hall of Fame, and many 
more. 

In 2013, the Conroe Independent School 
District ensured that future generations would 
know of her service by dedicating the Ann K. 
Snyder Elementary School. I am proud to rec-
ognize my friend and community hero, Ann 
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Snyder, who continues to show us exactly 
what servant leadership should look like by 
striving to make our community a better place 
to call home. 

f 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SEABEES 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with sin-
cere appreciation and deep respect that I rec-
ognize the 75th Anniversary of the United 
States Navy’s military construction force, the 
Seabees. For their contributions to our military 
and to countless individuals throughout the 
world, as well as their courage while facing 
danger head on, these brave and skilled serv-
ice members are to be commended. 

In December 1941, following the tragic 
events at Pearl Harbor, the United States 
Navy recognized the need for the presence of 
construction battalions on our nation’s coasts. 
It was from this realization that the Seabees 
came to be. The earliest Seabees, who served 
under the Navy’s Civil Engineer Corps, were 
recruited with an emphasis on their skills in 
the construction trades, but due to the dan-
gerous situations they would encounter, these 
men, who averaged 37 years of age, also 
needed to be ready and able to fight. 

Since World War II, the Seabees have put 
themselves in harm’s way while performing 
construction projects to aid their fellow service 
members, as well as civilians affected by both 
war and natural disasters. In World War II 
alone, more than 325,000 Seabees served on 
six continents and were tasked with everything 
from the construction of airstrips, bridges, and 
roads to the building of hospitals, warehouses, 
and an incredible number of huts to house 
more than 1.5 million military members. During 
the Korean War, the Seabees were called 
upon to address a problem that was thought 
to be impossible. These skilled men managed 
to cut a mountain in half to make a runway at 
Cubi Point, located in the Philippines, while 
constructing a much-needed naval air station 
in the region. Throughout the war in Vietnam, 
the Seabees remained active in the construc-
tion of bridges, roads, and aircraft facilities 
while also providing much support to the peo-
ple of Vietnam through the building of wells, 
schools, hospitals, and utilities. They also 
shared their expert knowledge and skills to 
train the Vietnamese people toward self-suffi-
ciency. Efforts to support construction needs 
for the military and in supporting those af-
fected by war have continued throughout the 
Persian Gulf War as well as in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

The Seabees have also been called upon 
time and time again to provide much needed 
assistance, both within our borders and be-
yond, during times of crisis and devastation. 
From Hurricane Camille in 1969, to Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005, to the 2010 and 2011 disas-
trous earthquakes and tsunami that rocked 
Haiti and Japan, and many times in between, 
the Seabees have courageously put them-
selves in danger while working on rescue and 
cleanup efforts, as well as the vast rebuilding 
needed in these dire situations. They have 
been instrumental in rebuilding roads, housing, 

and the critical ports that were required for hu-
manitarian supplies to reach these countries. 
In many of these instances, without the skilled 
and dedicated efforts of the Seabees, the out-
comes would have been much worse for many 
more people. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring the many dedicated Seabees who 
have served our nation for the past 75 years. 
They represent an important part of the United 
States Military, and are a true example of un-
wavering patriotism. Let us never forget the 
service, sacrifice, and contributions they made 
and continue to make on behalf of our nation, 
their fellow service members, and those in 
need throughout the world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ANTHONY FERRERI 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Anthony Ferreri for his enduring devo-
tion to serving others in need. 

A lifelong Staten Islander, Anthony has 
been at the forefront of providing quality hos-
pital care. President and CEO of Staten Island 
University Hospital since 2003, he has over-
seen the hospital’s growth with the addition of 
the Elizabeth A. Connelly Emergency and 
Trauma Center in 2009 and the Regina M. 
McGinn, MD Education Center in 2011. This 
dedication led Modem HealthCare Magazine 
to award Anthony its Community Leadership 
Award. 

In 2013, after being named as Executive Di-
rector of the North Shore—LIJ Health Sys-
tem’s Western Region, Anthony Ferreri was 
then appointed the Executive Vice President 
just two years later. With his new position 
came additional duties, as he also became the 
System’s Chief Affiliation Officer and Regional 
Executive Director for Westchester County. 
His established track record of effective part-
nerships with area hospitals and medical cen-
ters made him an ideal choice for this position, 
at which he excelled. 

Anthony has also proven himself a steadfast 
servant to his community. He has served nu-
merous nonprofit boards, among them the 
Friends of May Chang Foundation, New York 
Organ Donor Network, and the Snug Harbor 
Cultural Center. Furthermore, he is the Chair-
man of the Board of Staten Island’s Moore 
Catholic High School. He has been recognized 
on multiple occasions for his community serv-
ice. One such example is that he was only the 
12th graduate of New Dorp High School to be 
inducted into its Hall of Fame. Moreover, he 
was also awarded the Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor by the National Ethnic Coalition of Or-
ganizations. 

Mr. Speaker, Anthony Ferreri has spent his 
life serving his community and providing qual-
ity care to hospital patients. I thank him for his 
lifetime of work and I wish him the best in re-
tirement. 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA’S NEWLY NATURALIZED 
CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate twenty-five individuals 
who will take their oaths of citizenship on Fri-
day, March 10, 2017. This memorable occa-
sion, presided over by Judge Philip P. Simon, 
will be held at the United States Courthouse 
and Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America, that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On March 10, 2017, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Arturo Abel Diaz Pena, 
Lakshmi Sowmya Koppineedi, Abel Ruiz Ro-
mero, Pierre Remon Halteh, Dayanara Calix, 
Vanessa Yalen Cardenas, Carlos Alberto 
Uribe Schiaffino, Mohammad Abdelqader, 
Anna Broda-Stephens, Alicia Castaneda, 
Amilcar Chavez, Lupita Cortes, Nancy Nasilele 
Imasiku, Paulina Landeros Salazar, Mi Young 
Youn, Jay Joohyoung Lee, Xinyu Kevin Liu, 
Roberto Martinez, Ishaq Mohammed, Mercy 
Dickson Mtika-Nyirenda, Maria Pacheco, Anto-
nia Roman, Luis Alberto Salas, Maria de 
Lourdes Sanchez de Flores, and Jacob James 
Yang. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on March 10, 2017. They, too, will be Amer-
ican citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. We, as a free and demo-
cratic nation, congratulate them and welcome 
them. 
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