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A fifth generation descendant of a Central
Texas ranching family, Wiliam Carroll
“Wiggie” Shell was born March 1, 1957 in
Georgetown, Texas. His family has long been
committed to his beloved home town. During
the early 1950s to 1968, Wiggie's father
owned and operated the only public swimming
pool in Georgetown known as “The Shell
Pool” which was a favorite place where young
and old spent many of their summer hours.

Wiggie graduated from Georgetown High
School in 1975. A true child of Texas, Wiggie
was a rodeo bull rider in his youth and used
that knowledge to wrangle Donna, his wife
and love of his life, marrying in 1977. They
have two children and three grandchildren.

Wiggie started his railroad career as a car-
man at Georgetown Railroad Company,
worked his way up to Chief Mechanical Offi-
cer, spending 20 years with the railroad.
Wiggie then started at a supplier company
called Georgetown Rail Equipment Company
(GREX) in the Operations department and
worked his way up to President and CEO.
Under his leadership, GREX doubled in size
and revenue in just three years. Wiggie made
GREX into an industry leader by pioneering
high-technology solutions for thorny long-
standing railroad problems. Under his direc-
tion, the company is now moving into inter-
national markets. His work as an innovator led
to Wiggie being a respected railroad industry
support spokesperson in Washington, DC and
Austin, TX.

Wiggie’s contributions don’t stop when the
work day ends. He served in the Georgetown
Volunteer Fire Department for 28 years and
volunteers with Sky Ball, the premier fund-
raising event for the Airpower Foundation, one
of the oldest military support organizations in
the U.S. When he’s not working or volun-
teering, Wiggie relishes his family time, wheth-
er enjoying NASCAR races or fishing with his
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | join Wiggie’s friends, family,
and colleagues in wishing him a happy 60th
birthday. His has been a life of innovation and
service. With Wiggie, the best is yet to come
and | wish him nothing but success in all his
future endeavors.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL MI-
CHAEL E. WILLIAMSON

HON. MARTHA McSALLY

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Lieutenant General Michael E.
Williamson, United States Army, for his self-
less service to our nation, culminating in his
assignment as the Principal Military Deputy to
the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acqui-
sition, Logistics and Technology and Director
of Acquisition Career Management. Lieutenant
General Williamson will retire from active mili-
tary duty this year after 34 years of service.

Born in Tucson, Arizona, Lieutenant General
Williamson was commissioned at the Univer-
sity of Maine as a Second Lieutenant in the
Air Defense Artillery in 1983. His assignments
included company grade assignments in Ger-
many and command in the 11th Brigade at
Fort Bliss, Texas, and the 31st Air Defense
Artillery Brigade at Fort Hood, Texas.
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Throughout his career, Lieutenant General
Williamson has grown as a skilled practitioner,
respected leader, and mentor within the Army
acquisition workforce. He served with distinc-
tion as Senior Military Software Analyst at
NATO’s military headquarters in Belgium;
Chief of Information Technology, Acquisition
Career Management; Product Manager for the
Global Command and Control System-Army;
Military Assistant to the Secretary of the Army;
Project Manager for Future Combat Systems
Network Systems Integration; Director of Sys-
tems Integration; Deputy Program Executive
Officer, Integration; Joint Program Executive
Officer for the Joint Tactical Radio Systems;
and Assistant Deputy for Acquisition and Sys-
tems Management. Lieutenant General
Williamson will complete his career as Prin-
cipal Military Deputy to the Assistant Secretary
for Acquisition, Logistics and Technology and
Director of Acquisition Career Management as
the most senior military officer within the Army
Acquisition Corps where he tirelessly advo-
cated for equipment modernization and en-
sured that our Soldiers have the best equip-
ment available.

In addition to his extensive acquisition expe-
rience, Lieutenant General Williamson served
in the Congressional Fellowship program as a
Military Legislative Assistant to former Rep-
resentative Silvestre Reyes of Texas 16th
District. He also served as the Deputy Com-
manding General for the Combined Security
Transition Command—Afghanistan during OP-
ERATION ENDURING FREEDOM from 2013
to 2014.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the
remarkable career of Lieutenant General Mi-
chael E. Williamson and congratulate him as
he enters the next chapter of his life. | wish
Michael, his loving wife, Tracy, and their be-
loved daughter, Darcy, the very best as they
embark on their new journey together.

————

TRIBUTE TO BRIAN WALLER
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Brian
Waller for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Brian is president of the Technology Asso-
ciation of lowa, where his many accomplish-
ments include rebranding the organization,
creating strategic partnerships across the state
and launching an lowa Technology Summit for
the fall of 2017. With a passion for his home
state, he co-founded a web application to
identify lowa expats around the world called
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The lowan Project. He and his wife, Dr. Callie
Waller, have a daughter, Parker, a son, Asher,
and a border collie named Mr. Jenkins. In his
free time, you can find Brian on the golf
course or making music.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Brian in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize him today for utilizing his talents to bet-
ter both his community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Brian on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

——
CONDEMNING THE ATTACKS ON
ARMENIANS IN SUMGAIT,

KIROVABAD, AND BAKU

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we have
reached the 29th anniversary of a dark chap-
ter in modern history. During the Nagorno-
Karabakh War of 1988 to 1994, Armenian ci-
vilians were indiscriminately attacked in the
city of Sumgait. Today, | condemn these po-
groms and commemorate the victims.

On the evening of February 27, 1988, a
three-day rampage against Armenian civilians
living in Sumgait, Soviet Azerbaijan began. Ar-
menian civilians were hunted down and bru-
tally assaulted. There were cases of rape,
murder, and maiming of Armenian civilians.

The Soviet Union prohibited journalists from
entering the area. It was reported that over 30
people were murdered and over 200 injured.
However, it is believed that more, perhaps
hundreds, were murdered by roving mobs.

Sadly, the Sumgait pogrom was only the be-
ginning.

Despite international condemnation of the
pogrom in Sumgait, another anti-Armenian po-
grom occurred later that year in Kirovabad,
Azerbaijan, from November 21st to 27th. Due
to the brutality, the Armenians of Kirovabad
and the surrounding areas were forced to flee
their homes. Another crime against humanity
occurred from January 13th to the 19th, in
1990. Members of the Armenian community of
Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, were as-
saulted, tortured and killed by violent mobs.

| would like to commemorate the Armenian
victims of the Sumgait, Kirovabad, and Baku
massacres, to honor the memory of the mur-
dered, and to stop future bloodshed. If we
hope to stop future massacres, we must ac-
knowledge these horrific events and ensure
they do not happen again.

We must urge Azerbaijan to cease all
threats and acts of coercion against the Re-
public of Nagorno Karabakh. We should ac-
tively monitor and condemn Azerbaijan’s viola-
tions of the ceasefire in Nagomo Karabakh.

Lastly, we must reaffirm America’s commit-
ment to an enduring, peaceful and democratic
resolution of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict
that includes the Nagorno Karabakh Republic
as a party to negotiations.
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HONORING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF FORT COVINGTON

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the 200th Anniversary of
Fort Covington, New York.

Situated directly on the Canadian border,
the town of Fort Covington serves as a proud
reminder of the North Country’s deep history
and strong character. Before Fort Covington
was formally signed into existence on Feb-
ruary 28, 1817, men from the area had al-
ready fought for liberty in the American Revo-
lution. It was not until the War of 1812 that the
town gained its namesake by witnessing the
death of General Leonard Covington, who had
been fatally wounded in a nearby battle. The
role that Fort Covington played in the Under-
ground Railroad is also worthy of note, with
the town harboring slaves along the last leg of
their journey to freedom.

These stories have been brought forward by
the newly-created Fort Covington Historical
Society, which has made an effort to gather,
store, and display the town’s proud history. By
encouraging historical exploration, the Fort
Covington Historical Society has helped foster
a community-wide celebration of the town’s
past, while also ensuring a bright and in-
formed future.

Congratulations to Fort Covington as it cele-
brates its 200th Anniversary. | would like to
wish its residents all the best as they cele-
brate this momentous occasion.

TRIBUTE TO KELLY WHITING

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kelly
Whiting for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Kelly is the Vice President of Business De-
velopment for The RAS Companies, Inc. She
began her insurance career right out of col-
lege and has moved quickly up the ranks,
holding roles in sales, claims and underwriting.
She is the former Chairwoman of the Member-
ship Committee of the Nationwide lowa PAC,
and currently is the Vice Chair of the Planning
& Zoning Commission for the City of Ankeny.
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She is a member of MENSA, a published au-
thor and is working hard to impress her eldest
son by organizing a Pokemon Club at his
school. In her limited free time, she assists her
husband with their real estate investment com-
pany, and is an avid reader and golfer.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Kelly in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Kelly on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, on roll call No.
106 through 108, | was unable to cast my vote
in person due to an unexpected illness. Had |
been present, | would have voted Nay.

———————

HONORING FRANCIS “DANNY”’
MALCOLM

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Francis “Danny” Mal-
colm, an outstanding citizen who has done so
much for his country and his community.

Danny Malcolm was born on August 2, 1946
in Boston, Massachusetts. He was one of six
siblings who grew up and went to school in
Boston until the outbreak of the Vietnam War.
Not one to stand idly by during times of trou-
ble, Danny chose to join the United States
Marine Corps on November 8, 1963. He was
only 17 years old at the time but he quickly
proved to be a highly capable young man that
was more than willing to serve his country.

Danny was assigned to the 3rd Battalion 9th
Marine Regiment that was stationed at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina; a unit that was part
of the first amphibious landing in Vietnam.
Danny was a proud Marine but he also had
the distinction of serving as part of Force
Recon, an elite Special Forces unit within the
Marine Corps.

As part of this unit, Danny served three
tours in Vietnam and was engaged in some of
the most important battles of the war including
the Defense of Airfields Saigon and Chu Lai in
1965, as well as Operation Kansas, Operation
Teton, Operation Madison, and Operation
Glenn in 1966. Many of these missions were
extremely dangerous and required Danny to
engage enemy combatants behind enemy
lines, obtain crucial enemy intelligence, pro-
vide support to other military units and save
fellow service members who had become pris-
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oners of war. His courage and commitment to
the United States did not go unnoticed and
eamned him several medals, including the
Sharp Shooter Medal, National Service Medal,
Good Conduct Medal, Vietnam Service Medal
and Vietnam Special Campaign Medal.

Once the war came to a close, Danny re-
turned home to the United States and earned
a degree in Biomedical Engineering and De-
sign from California State University, Long
Beach. After graduating from college he joined
Kaiser Permanente and committed thirty-four
years of his life to the organization. During his
tenure at Kaiser he played an important role in
opening up the Kaiser facility in Baldwin Park,
CA. He was highly respected among his col-
leagues and considered to be a problem solv-
er that could always be depended on to get
the job done.

Despite the many demands of life, Danny
always went out of his way to make family a
priority. He was a loving husband of thirty-four
years to Carol Facciponti-Malcolm, a dedi-
cated father of seven children, a caring grand-
father of thirteen and an admiring great grand-
father of three. Over the years, Danny became
an important part of the community and was
seen by friends and family as a wonderful and
trustworthy human being who loved his husky
dogs, cherished the outdoors and enjoyed to
ride his motorcycles.

Above all, Danny was a Marine and as with
most service members who fought in Vietnam,
the war left a huge impact on him. After hav-
ing served during one of the most tumultuous
times in American history, Danny chose to
dedicate his life to helping the men and
women he had fought alongside with. He
would often leave home days at a time without
saying a word in order to embark on a mission
in search of Veterans who had become home-
less and were suffering from difficult times. He
was considered by many to be a defender of
the underdog, and Danny lived up to that title
by providing struggling Veterans with food and
blankets, paying for a few nights shelter at
nearby hotels and referring them to local serv-
ices for much needed assistance.

Whether he was supporting a friend in need
or providing a helping hand to a troubled Vet-
eran, Danny spent all of his life helping peo-
ple. He was a man of honor and loyalty who
always sought to do the right thing. Along with
his friends and family whose lives have been
impacted through his love and care, it is my
honor to commemorate the life of Francis
“Danny” Malcolm, a father, husband, and a
remarkable United States Force Recon Ma-
rine.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, due to other
commitments, | missed the following roll call
votes. Had | been present, | would have voted
as follows: Roll call no. 100, | would have
voted yes; Roll call no. 101, | would have
voted no; and Roll call no. 102, | would have
voted yes.
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