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TRIBUTE TO KELLY SPARKS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kelly
Sparks for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

After six years of experience in event plan-
ning, Kelly launched Socialize Event Planning
and Management in 2010. She loves being
behind the scenes and working to ensure that
every detail falls into place. Kelly is also an
active volunteer for the Des Moines Metro
Opera and has served on the boards of mul-
tiple young professional and cultural organiza-
tions in Des Moines. She and her husband,
Kurt, live in West Des Moines with their son,
Winston, and daughter, Simone.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Kelly in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Kelly on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

——————

RECOGNIZING AMERICAN RED
CROSS MONTH 2017

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize American Red Cross
Month. In Missouri’s Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict we have a long history of helping our
neighbors in need. American Red Cross
Month is a special time to recognize and thank
our heroes, those Red Cross volunteers and
donors who give of their time and resources to
help community members.

These heroes help families find shelter after
a home fire. They give blood to help trauma
victims and cancer patients. They deliver com-
fort items to military members in the hospital.
They use their lifesaving skills to save some-
one from a heart attack, drowning or choking.
They enable children around the globe to be
vaccinated against measles and rubella.
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The American Red Cross depends on local
heroes to deliver help and hope during a dis-
aster. We applaud our heroes here in Mis-
souri’'s Eighth Congressional District who give
of themselves to assist their neighbors when
they need a helping hand.

Across the country and around the world,
the American Red Cross responds to disasters
big and small. In fact, every eight minutes the
organization responds to a community disaster
by providing shelter, food, emotional support
and other necessities to those affected. It col-
lects nearly 40 percent of the nation’s blood
supply; provides 24-hour support to military
members, veterans and their families; teaches
millions lifesaving skills, such as lifeguarding
and CPR; and through its Restoring Family
Links program, connects family members sep-
arated by crisis, conflict or migration.

We dedicate the month of March to all those
who support the American Red Cross mission
to prevent and alleviate human suffering in the
face of emergencies. Our community depends
on the American Red Cross, which relies on
donations of time, money and blood to fulfill its
humanitarian mission.

As we celebrate March 2017 as American
Red Cross Month, it is my pleasure to recog-
nize the organization before the House of
Representatives and thank them for their com-
mitment to communities all across this great
nation.

———————

HONORING  NATASSJA  KUZNET-
SOVA OF BASKING RIDGE, NEW
JERSEY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and honor a student from my dis-
trict who has achieved national recognition for
exemplary volunteer service in her community.

Nastassja Kuznetsova, of Basking Ridge,
has just been named one of the top honorees
in New Jersey by the 2017 Prudential Spirit of
Community Awards program, an annual honor
conferred on the most impressive student vol-
unteers in each state.

Ms. Kuznetsova is being recognized for or-
ganizing a 5k run that has raised more than
$12,000 for lung cancer research since 2014.
Nastassja started the Legwork for Lungs 5k
run to help support a family friend who had
been diagnosed with lung cancer. In addition
to her philanthropy initiative, Nastassja also
started the Legwork for Lungs club at her high
school, created an exhibit at the Liberty
Science Center and launched a social media
campaign to raise awareness of the disease.

It's vital that we encourage and support the
kind of selfless contribution this young citizen
has made. People of all ages need to think
more about how we, as individual citizens, can
work together at the local level to ensure the
health and vitality of our towns and neighbor-
hoods. Young volunteers like Nastassja are in-
spiring examples to all of us, and are among
our brightest hopes for a better tomorrow.

The program that brought this young role
model to our attention, The Prudential Spirit of
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Community Awards, was created by Prudential
Financial in partnership with the National As-
sociation of Secondary School Principals in
1995 to impress upon all youth volunteers that
their contributions are critically important and
highly valued, and to inspire other young peo-
ple to follow their example. Over the past 22
years, the program has become the nation’s
largest youth recognition effort based solely on
community service, and has honored more
than 115,000 young volunteers at the local,
state and national level.

Ms. Kuznetsova should be extremely proud
to have been singled out from the thousands
of dedicated volunteers who participated in
this years program. | heartily applaud Ms.
Kuznetsova for her initiative in joining the fight
against cancer. She has demonstrated a level
of commitment and accomplishment that is
truly extraordinary in today’s world, and de-
serves our sincere admiration and respect.
Her actions show that young Americans can
and do play important roles in our commu-
nities, and that America’s community spirit
continues to hold tremendous promise for the
future.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ALYSSA YOUNG

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Alyssa
Young for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Alyssa is the Assistant Director of Internal &
Strategic Communications at Drake University,
where she received her Masters in Commu-
nication Leadership. Outside of work she is in-
volved in Lead Like a Lady, Volunteers of
Greater Des Moines Habitat Young Profes-
sionals and the national Habitat Young Profes-
sionals Advisory Council. Alyssa was also re-
cently recognized as a finalist for the 2016
YPC Amy Jennings YP Impact Award.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Alyssa in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Alyssa on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.
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IN RECOGNITION OF KAREN
BAYNES-DUNNING

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Karen Baynes-Dunning for
her noteworthy work as a lawyer and former
Juvenile Court judge in the state of Georgia.
Ms. Baynes-Dunning will be honored at the
18th Annual Justice Robert Benham Awards
for Community Service on Tuesday, February
28, 2017 in Atlanta, Georgia. Since 1998, the
Benham Awards have been presented to
Georgia lawyers and judges in recognition of
their commitment to volunteerism and the
positive contributions to their communities.

Karen Baynes-Dunning earned a bachelor’s
degree in Politics from Wake Forest University
in 1989 and a juris doctorate degree from the
University of California at Berkeley in 1992.
She began her legal career as an associate at
Alston & Bird in Atlanta. In 1996-1998, she
served in the Fulton County Juvenile Court as
the first Executive Director of the new Court
Appointed Special Advocates program and
then as Director of Program Development. In
1998, she was appointed as an Associate
Judge in the Fulton County Juvenile Court.

Following these legal roles, Ms. Baynes-
Dunning became involved in the world of aca-
demia. She served in the Carl Vinson Institute
of Government at the University of Georgia
and was appointed as an Associate Professor
at the University of Alabama College of
Human Environmental Science. Drawing upon
her experience with juveniles in the court sys-
tem, she was appointed in 2013 to lead the
State Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative,
an Alabama statewide juvenile justice reform
effort. In Georgia, Ms. Baynes-Dunning now
serves as President of Baynes-Dunning Con-
sulting and as one of two Federal Monitors
overseeing reform efforts in the Georgia De-
partment of Family and Children Services.

With a passion for improving the lives of
children and young adults in the court system,
Ms. Baynes-Dunning has been a strong advo-
cate for juvenile justice reform. She served on
the American Bar Association’s Project for Ju-
dicial Excellence in Child Abuse and Neglect
Proceedings and taught a juvenile justice
course as a Visiting Clinical Professor at
Emory University School of Law.

Ms. Baynes-Dunning lives in Albany, Geor-
gia, where her husband, Art Dunning, serves
as president of Albany State University. She is
an active member of many professional and
civic organizations through which she continu-
ously devotes her time to bettering the com-
munity, both in Albany and throughout the
state of Georgia.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “Life’s
most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What
are you doing for others?” Karen Baynes-Dun-
ning undoubtedly lives by this philosophy.
From her advocacy for young people in court
to her efforts to reform juvenile justice, her
work has made a tremendous impact on the
lives of children and families.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me, my wife, Vivian, and the more than
730,000 residents of Georgia’'s Second Con-
gressional District in congratulating Karen
Baynes-Dunning on receiving a well-deserved
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Justice Robert Benham Award recognizing her
commitment and contributions to the commu-
nity.

——————

IN HONOR OF LIEUTENANT
COLONEL SAMUEL SILER

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Siler for
his service in the U.S. Air Force and Army, his
leadership with the Gloucester Township
Council and as a community leader in many
other areas.

Sam Siler passed away a week ago at the
age of 84. He will be remembered by not only
his wife Joyce, his children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren but also by many people
across this country. From Southern New Jer-
sey to the Pentagon and beyond, Sam made
a profound impression on the lives of many.

Lt. Col. Siler joined the armed forces and
served with distinction in both the Korean and
Vietham Wars. He served with the United
States Air Force for three years and with the
United States Army for seventeen more.

Sam retired from the armed services in
1974 at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and his
honorable services with the armed forces
earned him many medals, achievements and
accolades that are a testament to the pride
taken in him by his nation.

An active member of his community, Sam
served on the Gloucester Township Council
for over a decade including a year as Presi-
dent of Council.

Never forgetting his fellow veterans, Lt. Col.
Siler never stopped volunteering for and lead-
ing efforts to support those less fortunate than
himself. Additionally, the Blackwood Rotary
Club benefited from years of his volunteering
and fundraising efforts.

Mr. Speaker, Lieutenant Colonel Samuel
Siler, was a great American whose dedication
to serving our country and our community is
an inspiration to us all. | join with his family,
friends, and a grateful nation in honoring the
selfless service of this extraordinary man.

————

TRIBUTE TO HANNA WOLLE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Hanna
Wolle for being named a 2017 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
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will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Hanna works in the Life Insurance Adminis-
tration division of Principal Financial Group,
but her true passion is music. A professional
violinist, she plays with the Des Moines Sym-
phony and has co-founded two musical
groups, the classical string quartet, Quartet
515 and the DSM Dueling Fiddles group. She
strives to break the traditional stereotypes of
classical music, and through collaborations
with musicians across genres, hopes to rede-
fine how people interact and appreciate clas-
sical music.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Hanna in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Hanna on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

HONORING GREATER MOUNT ZION
AME CHURCH

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
it is my privilege to recognize the 108th Anni-
versary of Greater Mount Zion AME Church in
Dania Beach, Florida.

First organized in 1909, Greater Mount Zion
has a rich and inspirational history.

Not long after establishing its home in 1923,
the church was demolished by a hurricane
three short years later, leaving only a bible
and the pulpit standing.

Church members worked faithfully and were
determined to rebuild, even if only in spirit and
worship, and under the stewardship of several
pastoral leaders, the Greater Mount Zion fam-
ily always pressed forward together.

Throughout the 1940s and 1950s Greater
Mount Zion flourished as a spiritual beacon for
Dania Beach residents and in the 1960s, a
building fund was started with just five hun-
dred dollars. This fund would increase over
time and help the church continue to expand
and grow until a permanent church home was
built.

The resilience and determination of Greater
Mount Zion is testament to the character and
steadfast faith of leadership and parishioners
alike.

They never allowed temporary setbacks to
hold them down. With their unshakeable faith
and hard work, members gained new strength
with each year and in 1986, with the
groundbreaking of a beautiful new church,
they witnessed a dream become a reality.

Today, under the leadership of Reverend
Paul R. Wiggins, Greater Mount Zion has ele-
vated its congregation with an enthusiastic
spirit to meet the needs of all its members,
from the elders who persevered to keep the
congregation alive, to the new generation who
follow in the footsteps of their ancestors.

It is with great admiration that | commend
the visionary leadership of Greater Mount Zion
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