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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS BUFORD
JOHNSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Private First
Class Buford Johnson, a World War Il Army
veteran for his service to our country.

Buford Johnson served in the United States
Army from June 1943 to September 1945.
During this time, he served as a half-track
driver, gunner driver and a convoy driver. On
August 10, 1944, Buford was deployed to the
United Kingdom where he and his company
crossed the English Channel and landed in
France. Buford and his company were on the
beach for three days and three nights,
marched by foot, traveled by train, and finally
arrived at their trucks. After driving more than
40 miles to deliver their supplies, they then
marched seven miles over the mountains of
France to the front lines.

Buford served in France, Germany, Nor-
mandy, and Northern France in the 5th Divi-
sion, 3rd Army under the command of General
George Patton during the Battle of the Bulge.
On November 10, 1944, Buford was injured by
a piece of shrapnel which hit below his knee.
After receiving battlefield care, he returned to
fighting on the front lines. His military awards
and decorations include the Bronze Star
Medal, Purple Heart Medal, Army Good Con-
duct Medal, American Campaign Medal, Euro-
pean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal
(with 3 bronze service stars), World War Il
Victory Medal, Army of Occupation Medal with
Germany Clasp, Combat Infantryman Badge,
1st Award, Marksman Badge—Expert, Sharp-
shooter with the Marksman Clasp, and the
WWII Honorable Service Lapel Pin.

After Buford returned home, he worked in
both Wyoming and Montana as a ranch hand
performing jobs including fence mending, cat-
tle herding and irrigation work for 40 years.
Seventeen years ago, Buford moved to Den-
ver where he now lives with his daughter, Dar-
lene, and son-in-law, Vincent.

| extend my deepest appreciation to Private
First Class Buford Johnson for his dedication,
integrity and outstanding service to the United
States of America.

TRIBUTE TO NATE BOULTON
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Nate
Boulton for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify

a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Nate is a partner at Hedberg & Boulton,
P.C., where he practices workers compensa-
tion, personal injury, and labor law. Nate is a
former Vice President of the lowa Association
for Justice, and former President of the lowa
Workers’ Compensation Advisory Committee.
He also serves as a grader for the lowa Bar
Examination. Last year, Nate was elected to
the lowa State Senate, representing the east
side of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill. When
he is not passionately advocating for workers,
Nate serves as an Adjunct Professor at Simp-
son College, and has completed 32 marathons
in 17 states since 2011. He is married to his
wife, Andrea.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Nate in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize him today for utilizing his talents to bet-
ter both his community and the great state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Nate on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

————
HONORING THE MEMORY OF AC-
TIVIST AND CONSTITUENT

DAVID BURWELL

HON. JAMIE RASKIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor David Burwell who passed away on
February 1, 2017. David will be remembered
as a passionate activist for conservation and
environmental advocacy. In a decades-long
career, he made many important contributions
to environmental progress through his early
work with the National Wildlife Federation, by
co-founding the visionary Rails-to-Trails Con-
servancy (RTC), and in serving as director of
the Energy and Climate Program at the Car-
negie Endowment for International Peace.

Mr. Burwell is remembered by his RTC co-
founder Peter Harkin as “a voracious learner
and a fearless instigator,” for whom “no unex-
plored fact was too insignificant, and no chal-
lenge was too large.” These qualities served
him well in the 1980s, when all across the
country, thousands of miles of railroad were
falling out of use each year. Instead of simply
watching this land be sold-off and re-devel-

oped, Mr. Burwell worked with Congress to
preserve railroad corridors as hiking trails for
current and future generations of outdoor en-
thusiasts and railroad history buffs.

He is survived by his wife Irini, his son and
daughter-in-law, his two granddaughters, and
his brother. May his life’s work be an inspira-
tion to all of us.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KHOJALY MAS-
SACRE

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this week marks
the 25th Anniversary of the massacre of hun-
dreds of people in the town of Khojaly in what
was the largest killing of ethnic Azerbaijani ci-
vilians in the course of the Armenia-Azerbaijan
conflict. Khojaly, which is located in the
Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, was
once home to 7,000 people. That was before
Armenian armed forces descended on the
town in a final attempt to take over the city on
February 26, 1992. Armenian armed forces
massacred over 600 unarmed people, includ-
ing 106 women and 83 children, and left less
than 2,000 survivors. Hundreds more became
disabled due to their horrific injuries. More
than one hundred children lost a parent and
25 children lost both parents. At least 8 fami-
lies were completely killed.

Even though a ceasefire went into effect
over two decades ago, more than 20 percent
of Azerbaijan’s territory, including Nagorno-
Karabakh and seven surrounding districts, re-
main occupied and more than 1 million
Azerbaijanis remain refugees unable to return
to their home villages. Ongoing violence along
the line of contact surrounding occupied Azer-
baijani territory reinforces the urgency of ro-
bust American participation in the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Europe’s
(OSCE) Minsk Group as it works toward a
peaceful resolution of the Azerbaijan-Armenia
conflict.

Azerbaijan is the only country that borders
both Russia and Iran, and yet Azerbaijan has
been a strong partner of the United States and
its allies in security and energy matters. This
cooperation has included: playing a leadership
role in nonproliferation issues; providing troops
to serve shoulder-to-shoulder with U.S. forces
in Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan; allowing
transit of non-lethal equipment used by coali-
tion forces through Azerbaijan to Afghanistan;
construction of the Southern Gas Corridor
from the Caspian Sea to ltaly, thereby pro-
viding Europe with an alternative to Russian
energy sources; and supplying 40 percent of
Israel’'s oil. Azerbaijan also has a thriving Jew-
ish community and has outstanding relations
with Israel.

| invite my colleagues to join me and our
Azerbaijani friends in recognizing and remem-
bering the horrible events that occurred during
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the Khojaly Massacre twenty-five years ago.
As Azerbaijanis in all parts of the world com-
memorate the massacre and continue to
grieve the loss of loved ones, let us commit
ourselves to supporting non-violent efforts to
resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and of
reforms that promote peace and stability
throughout the Southern Caucasus region.

TRIBUTE TO BRIANNE SANCHEZ

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Brianne
Sanchez for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Brianne is the Community Relations Man-
ager at Principal Financial Group, and is very
active in the young professional’s community
in Des Moines. She was honored as the 2015
YPC Amy Jennings YP Impact Award winner,
and co-founded the Des Moines Chapter of
the Young Nonprofit Professionals Network.
Brianne enjoys spending time with her hus-
band Joe and children Emmett and Eileen, es-
pecially going for family bike rides.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Brianne in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize her today for utilizing her talents to
better both her community and the great state
of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Brianne on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

———

OBSERVING MARFAN AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
observance of February as National Marfan
Awareness Month and to pay tribute to the
hundreds of thousands of Americans who are
living with Marfan syndrome and related con-
nective tissue disorders.

Marfan syndrome is a rare genetic condi-
tion. About 1 in 5,000 Americans carries a mu-
tation in a gene called fibrillin—1 which results
in an overproduction of a protein called trans-
forming growth factor beta or TGFB. The in-
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creased TGFB impacts connective tissue and
since connective tissue is found throughout
the body, Marfan syndrome features can
manifest throughout the body. Patients often
have disproportionately long limbs, a pro-
truding or indented chest bone, curved spine,
and loose joints. However, it is not the out-
ward signs that concern Marfan syndrome pa-
tients, but the effects the condition has on the
internal systems of the body. Most notably, in
Marfan patients the large artery, known as the
aorta, which carries blood away from the
heart, is weakened and prone to enlargement
and potentially fatal rupture.

An early and accurate diagnosis, regular
monitoring, and, in some cases, therapies or
medical interventions are necessary to prevent
cardiac events. This is why | believe it is im-
portant to develop a program to support, as-
sist, and encourage states to incorporate
Marfan syndrome testing into their sports
screening criteria for at-risk young athletes.
Few states include Marfan syndrome testing in
their sports screening for high school athletes
which leads to Marfan syndrome-related tho-
racic aortic aneurysm and dissection claiming
the lives of young athletes across the country
each year.

| am proud to have come to know the na-
tion’s foremost organization working to support
the Marfan community, the Marfan Founda-
tion, through their strong advocacy work on
Capitol Hill. The Foundation was founded in
1981 and has worked tirelessly to improve the
lives of individuals affected by Marfan syn-
drome and related connective tissue disorders
by advancing research, raising awareness,
and providing support.

| urge my colleagues to stand with me and
reflect on the work that needs to be done to
ensure that patients with rare conditions can
expect to see sustained and meaningful im-
provements in their health and healthcare over
the next 30 years. | urge my colleagues to
stand with me and recognize National Marfan
Awareness Month.

RECOGNIZING LONDON ROBERSON

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor McKamy Middle School student London
Roberson for her dedication and commitment
to helping those affected by heart disease.
The 13 year old, who started fundraising in
kindergarten, has raised an astounding
$55,000 for the American Heart Association
through Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for
Heart.

London’s passion for helping those affected
by heart disease started at a young age. After
losing a grandfather to a heart attack and wit-
nessing several family members struggle with
cardiovascular issues, London jumped into ac-
tion and began fundraising for the American
Heart Association. This month, London and
the American Heart Association have orga-
nized a students versus teachers basketball
game at her Flower Mound middle school that
will not only raise funds for those in need, but
will increase awareness of this devastating
disease.

London’s compassion for those suffering
from heart disease and her commitment to or-
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ganizing creative and fun ways to raise funds
and increase awareness is inspirational and |
am proud to represent her and McKamy Mid-
dle School in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

——————

TRIBUTE TO COURTNEY SHAW
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Courtney
Shaw for being named a 2017 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing.

Courtney is a Senior Public Relations Ac-
count Manager at Strategic America, where
she develops, manages and oversees public
relations and marketing campaigns for clients.
She also serves as vice president of the
Health Birth Day/Count the Kicks Campaign
and Public Relations Chair of Central lowa
Public Relations Society of America. She also
devotes her time at the Winterset Food Pan-
try, Pinky Swear campaign, and as a profes-
sional advisor at Drake University and Simp-
son College. Courtney and her husband Bret
have three young sons, Beck, Barrett and
Blaine.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Courtney in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize her today for utilizing her talents to
better both her community and the great state
of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Courtney on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

CONGRATULATING ALEXION ON
ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2017

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, twenty-five
years ago, in New Haven’s Science Park, in
an incubator space dedicated to research and
development in the biotech industry, Dr. Leon-
ard Bell celebrated the opening of Alexion
Pharmaceuticals. From that day forward,
Alexion has strived to meet its mission, to de-
velop and deliver life-transforming therapies
for patients with devastating and rare dis-
eases.
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