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His abilities were on display at the 53rd
United States-Mexico Interparliamentary
Group Meeting in Mexico City this past sum-
mer. The meeting transpired at a pivotal time,
and Renn’s efforts were key in communicating
the close historic, economic, and cultural
bonds that have been forged as a result of the
U.S.-Mexico relationship over the past 192
years.

| am pleased that Renn has continued his
public service on Capitol Hill as the speech-
writer for Senator ROB PORTMAN. | look for-
ward to seeing him continue to grow and de-
velop as a wordsmith and as a communicator
who is happy to serve his fellow citizens.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1,
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | want
to take this opportunity to express my appre-
ciation for the hard work of those who made
the Conference Report possible.

Thank you to the expert drafters at the
House and Senate offices of legislative coun-
sel who worked together on the Conference
report after having worked for so many
months with the House Ways and Means
Committee and Senate Finance Committee on
the underlying bills: Henry Christrup, Scott
Probst, Fiona Heckscher, and House Legisla-

tive Counsel Wade Ballou; and Mark
McGunagle, Allison Otto, Vince Gaiani and
former Senate Legislative Counsel Jim
Fransen.

Thank you also to the hardworking team of
JCT economists, lawyers, and accountants,
who support all aspects of our work on tax
legislation:

Nick Bull, Jim Cilke, Tim Dowd, Chris Giosa,
Lucas Goodman, Rob Harvey, Tom Holtmann,
Paul Landefeld, Joe LeCates, Kathleen
Mackie, Jamie McGuire, Pam Moomau, Ra-
chel Moore, Jake Mortenson, Chris Overend,
Brandon Pecoraro, Zach Richards, Heidi
Schramm, David Splinter, Lori Stuntz, Brent
Trigg, Jeff Arbeit, Nita Asher, Lillian Aston,
Paul Chen, Gordon Clay, Adam Gropper, An-
drew Grossman, Nick Gutmann, Viva Ham-
mer, Heather Harman, Harold Hirsch, Deirdre
James, Sally Kwak, David Lenter, Bert Lue,
Tricia McDermott, Paul McLaughlin, Veena
Murthy, Cecily Rock, Kristine Roth, Karl
Russo, Natalie Tucker, and Kashi Way.

And a special thank you to JCT chief of staff
Tom Barthold for his excellent leadership of
this outstanding team.

HONORING JOHN GIBSON
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 21, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize John Gibson. John
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
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Scouts of America, Troop 96, and earning the
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

John has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years John has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, John
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. John organized and led a
blood drive at the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints in Gallatin, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending John Gibson for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

HONORING MAYOR SUZETTE
COOKE

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 21, 2017

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor and congratulate Suzette Cooke,
the Mayor of the City of Kent, on her retire-
ment. The citizens of Kent will miss her com-
mitment, unstoppable work ethic, and passion.

For many decades prior to serving as
Mayor, Suzette Cooke was a devoted public
servant. She was the Executive Director of the
Renton and Kent Chambers of Commerce, the
Economic Development Manager for the City
of Burien, the Recreation Supervisor for Se-
attle Parks, and Director of the Kent Senior
Center. She also served three terms in the
Washington State House of Representatives,
where she chaired the Committee on Children
and Family Services.

Under her leadership as Mayor, Kent has
grown from a small, farming town, to a sizable
city boasting a population of 125,000. Mayor
Cooke has created a welcoming environment
for people from a range of different back-
grounds in a city that has become one of the
most diverse in the country.

In addition to Suzette Cooke’s duties as
Mayor, she has remained an active volunteer
and has served with organizations that help
better the community she loves. Impressively,
she has chaired the Kent Firemen’s Relief and
Pension Fund Board, the King County Flood
Control Zone District Advisory Committee, and
the South County Area Transportation Board.
She has also been a member of the King
County’s Regional Transit Task Force and the
King County Board of Health.

On top of her professional and civic engage-
ments, Mayor Cooke has also found the time
to remain an avid recreationist and has
summited eight of Washington State’s tallest
mountains. It seems clear that, for her, no
challenge is insurmountable.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
recognize Mayor Suzette Cooke on her retire-
ment. It has been a privilege to work with
dedicated leaders like Mayor Cooke. | thank
her for her service to her community and wish
her all the best in retirement.
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF
ARTHUR RADFORD BAKER, JR.

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 21, 2017

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commemorate a distinguished public servant,
and one of the “dedicated men and women of
law enforcement.” Mr. Arthur Radford Baker,
Jr., will retire from the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation on December 31 of this year, after
30 years of service.

During his tenure at the FBI, Art has served
in various capacities. He has led colleagues
as a supervisor on counterintelligence and es-
pionage matters out of the Baltimore Field Of-
fice, using sophisticated investigative tech-
niques straight out of Hollywood spy thrillers.
He has investigated organized crime, including
La Cosa Nostra and Asian and Russian syn-
dicates, out of the Detroit Field Office. Art
even attained the highest marksmanship
award the Bureau has to offer, qualifying for
his name to be enshrined on a wall at
Quantico as part of the FBI's elite “Possible
Club.” In large part, though, it has been Art’s
service to our country as a Congressional
detailee that stands out as one his fondest
memories, including many legislative suc-
cesses to which he contributed that are now
memorialized and framed as ‘“redlines” of
passed laws.

Art served faithfully for nearly 3 years as a
detailee from the FBI to the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism,
Homeland Security, and Investigations. During
his tenure, Art was a consistently reliable and
capable staffer and legal counsel, and a great
colleague. He was particularly beloved by our
departed colleague and friend, the gentleman
from North Carolina, Congressman Howard
Coble.

In his work at the Judiciary Committee, Art
staffed Chairman Lamar Smith and Sub-
committee Chairman Coble for a multitude of
assignments, including issues that spanned a
spectrum of pressing matters, including Patriot
Act hearings and legislation on child exploi-
tation and trafficking. Art was a dedicated, cru-
cial staffer upon whom Members could rely.

After returning to the FBI, Art served with
distinction in the Office of Congressional Af-
fairs (OCA). His service in OCA spanned a
transitional era in American history, including
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the espionage leaks
of Robert Hanssen, and the resulting reformu-
lation of the FBI. Through it all, Art was a vital
cog in our nation’s premier law enforcement
agency, and a steadfast friend to the Judiciary
Committee. It is often said in Washington that
legislating is the “art” of the possible. How ap-
propriate that we say that today.

Throughout his career, Art Baker has been
a loyal public servant. For years, my staff has
relied on his insight, his wise counsel, and his
consistent ability to make us laugh. Many mar-
vel at his various skills and interests, earning
him a legitimate moniker as a “Renaissance
Man.” We expect that the forthcoming stage of
his life in retirement will not be any less varied
or adventurous.

| salute Art for his many years of distin-
guished service.
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HONORING ROBERT PARTRIDGE

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 21, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Robert Partridge.
Robert is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1096, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Robert has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Robert has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Rob-
ert has contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Robert Partridge for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

ENDING SECRECY ABOUT WORK-
PLACE SEXUAL HARASSMENT
ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 21, 2017

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce the Ending Se-
crecy About Workplace Sexual Harassment
Act.

We are experiencing a national moment of
reckoning. Millions of people who have been
victims of sexual misconduct in the workplace
are telling their stories and initiating a move-
ment to create real change. We have an obli-
gation to listen to all those who have come
forward and recognize that many are still suf-
fering in silence. And we also have an obliga-
tion to take action to make things better going
forward.

The Ending Secrecy About Workplace Sex-
ual Harassment Act will help lift the shroud of
secrecy surrounding these cases that have
concealed them for years or even decades by
requiring companies to annually report all out-
of-court settlements involving claims of sex
discrimination, including sexual harassment
and assault to the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission.

When employers don’t have to disclose
these internal settlements and there is no pub-
lic record about abuse, it can cause great
harm to victims, other employees, and even
the public at large. More complete data and a
transparency requirement will help identify in-
stitutional problems that should elicit further in-
vestigation by EEOC. This bill also has the po-
tential to spark a change in the workplace, in-
spiring corporate leaders to focus on preven-
tion if they know that complete secrecy is no
longer an option regardless of how a claim is
addressed and resolved. With total secrecy,
companies have absolutely no incentive to
focus on preventing sexual misconduct if they
know they will never be held accountable.

In 2015, there were nearly 30,000 reports
filed with the EEOC involving sexual harass-
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ment. That is one-third of the total harassment
reports filed that year alone. If companies had
to report all of their private settlements, that
number would likely increase. The EEOC can
also use these reports to take action, if appro-
priate, and go after violators.

| believe this is an important first step to-
ward increasing accountability in the private
sector to ensure a safer, fairer workplace for
everyone. | thank my colleagues, Representa-
tives KHANNA, NORTON, CUMMINGS, DAvID
SCOTT, SHEA-PORTER, RASKIN, CONNOLLY,
Suozzl, KUSTER, MOORE, DINGELL, and PAL-
LONE for joining me as original cosponsors on
this legislation, and hope that more members
will support as well.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 21, 2017

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted: YEA on Roll Call
No. 697; YEA on Roll Call No. 698; YEA on
Roll Call No. 699; YEA on Roll Call No. 700;
and NAY on Roll Call No. 701.

———

HONORING SERGEANT BRITTE’S
CAREER OF SERVICE

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 21, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in honor of Sergeant Joseph Britte,
Jr. After protecting our neighbors for more
than 20 years, Sergeant Britte will be retiring
from the Gainesville Police Department.

On a leap of faith, Sergeant Britte and his
family moved from their home in Providence,
Rhode Island to Gainesville in 1996. Upon ar-
rival, he joined the Gainesville Police Depart-
ment and began a job of public service that
has characterized his life.

As a law enforcement official, Sergeant
Britte has demonstrated a servant’s heart and
professional excellence. He dedicated count-
less hours to training and eventually earned a
Bachelor's and Master's degree in organiza-
tional leadership and criminal justice.

When he wasn’t on duty, Sergeant Britte still
took an interest in the wellbeing of those
around him. He mentored local students and
taught self-defense classes all across Hall
County.

Mr. Speaker, my staff and | have had the
privilege of getting to know this man over the
years. We believe that Hall County residents
looking for examples of leadership and empa-
thy should look no farther than our friend, Joe
Britte.

| thank this officer for his service to Gaines-

ville and congratulate him on the adventures
that lie ahead.

December 21, 2017

COMMENDING NORTH JERSEY
MAYORS

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 21, 2017

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend the mayors of North Jer-
sey, who convened last weekend for my Fifth
District Mayors Summit. I'm proud to stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with these local leaders
to help save residents’ property tax dollars,
improve our schools, and get police and fire-
fighters the tools and resources they need to
protect our communities from crime and terror.

| am humbled every day to have the oppor-
tunity to work with our mayors. This past
weekend, | watched first-hand as they put
party aside and worked across the aisle to
help claw back federal tax dollars in their
towns—an urgent need, now more than ever,
given the tax hike we are facing.

In North Jersey, we are paying far too much
in taxes, and not getting enough in return. My
District pays some of the highest taxes in the
nation; yet, we only get 33 cents back for
every dollar that we send to Washington.
Compare that to “Moocher States,” like Mis-
sissippi, which gets $4.38 on the dollar. These
states are giving themselves relief and sticking
New Jersey with the bill.

The Tax Hike Bill passed yesterday is only
going make matters worse—gutting our State
and Local Tax deductions, increasing our
taxes, and lowering our property values. We
must continue working hard at the local level
to blunt the impact of this harmful legislation
and stop New Jersey from becoming Amer-
ica’s piggy bank.

In New Jersey, we must be vigilant about
clawing back as many federal tax dollars as
possible to boost our return on investment for
roads and bridges, for firefighters and law en-
forcement, and the resources they need to
help fight crime and lone wolf and homegrown
terror. Working closely with my office, and my
Director of Return on Investment, these may-
ors have already seen record successes this
year to support our cops, firefighters, and
towns. For example, in Paramus, the police
department will be hiring five new post-9/11
veterans as police officers, thanks to a $1.875
million federal COPS grant. Harrington Park
also brought back nearly $213,000 in AFG
grants to help protect firefighters and our fami-
lies. These are dollars that would be going to
Alabama and Mississippi if we didn’t fight to
claw them back here. Our bipartisan work to-
gether is about fighting for North Jersey and
helping our residents reduce their property tax
burden.

I’'m leaving no stone unturned and hope that
by shining a light on these public servants, our
mayors can build on their success and save
more money for their towns and taxpayers.
Getting this done is all about problem solving,
and reaching across the aisle to do what's
right for our communities. These are not
Democratic or Republican issues; they are
about what’s best for New Jersey.

This holiday season, | am thankful for the
twenty-one mayors and leaders who attended
our summit, rolled up their sleeves, and put in
the weekend hours to help their towns. Count-
less other mayors, councilmen, and council-
women across the District have also worked
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