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As an emergency room physician, | am
aware that when an individual is severely in-
jured by gunshots, every second is vital to
save his or her life. Mr. McDonald remained
calmed and focused throughout the operation,
and his leadership was essential in saving
Deputy Solis’s life. His courage and agility of
mind is commendable.

Throughout his two years working with the
Riverside County Fire Department, Mr.
McDonald has demonstrated a strong commit-
ment to public safety, earning the respect and
admiration of his colleagues. Before becoming
a firefighter, Mr. McDonald served our commu-
nity as a paramedic since 2000. Mr. McDonald
was recently recognized by the City of
Coachella for his outstanding performance as-
sisting Deputy Solis.

On behalf of California’s 36th Congressional
District, | am grateful for Firefighter and Para-
medic James McDonald and commend his
valuable contributions and arduous work
strengthening our community.

IN RECOGNITION OF WILLIAM ERIC
HERR, COLONEL, USAF (RETIRED)

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to use this time to recognize my constituent
and friend, Mr. William Eric Herr for over 40
years of federal service beginning as a Re-
serve Officer Training Corps cadet in 1977
and culminating on January 14, 2018 with his
retirement from federal civil service.

Mr. Herr received his engineering degree
from the University of Colorado and was com-
missioned in 1981. He excelled as an Air
Force pilot with most of his flight time in the
F-15 Eagle, single-seat, air superiority fighter.
Mr. Herr reached the pinnacle of his tactical
training by graduating from the United States
Air Force Fighter Weapons Instructor Course;
as in his other flying training courses, he re-
ceived top academic honors and was recog-
nized as a Distinguished Graduate. He served
26 years in the Air Force including command,
combat time over Iraq, duty on The Joint Staff,
and senior positions on The Air Staff and the
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Staff.

Today, Mr. Herr serves as the Low Observ-
able/Counter Low Observable (LO/CLO) Sys-
tems Program Director in the Office of the
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition,
Technology, and Logistics. He is responsible
for managing the Department of Defense proc-
ess for focusing LO/CLO technology develop-
ment and reviewing requests for the release of
LO/CLO technologies to U.S. allies and for-
eign partners.

Mr. Herr has been an active and involved
citizen of Stafford County, Virginia. He served
five years on the county’s Parks and Recre-
ation Advisory Commission including multiple
terms as chairman and vice-chairman. An ac-
tive member of the Stafford County Branch,
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, Mr. Herr currently serves on
their executive board and as their political out-
reach chair. He has been a frequent speaker
at meetings of the Stafford County Board of
Supervisors and has been engaged at all lev-
els of his local government and across the
First Congressional District.
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Mr. Herr and his wife Lisa will be moving to
Texas after his retirement where he will con-
tinue to support our Nation’s defense in a
leadership role in the private sector. Both he
and Lisa will enjoy being closer to family but
will never give up their ties to the Old Domin-
ion.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding Mr. Herr's service to Stafford
County, to the Commonwealth of Virginia, and
to the United States of America, and wish him
and his wife the best in their future endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, December 18, 2017 | missed the fol-
lowing votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted “NO” on Motion to Fix the Con-
vening Times, and “YES” on H.R. 4375,
STEM Research and Education Effectiveness
and Transparency Act.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEVE SCALISE

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 687.

———

HONORING DEPUTY LOPEZ ON
BEING NAMED OFFICER OF THE
YEAR FOR HER ALTRUISM AND
HEROISM

HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, | would like to rec-
ognize an outstanding member of my Con-
gressional district, Riverside County Sheriff's
Deputy Alicia Lopez. Because of her extraor-
dinary altruism, she was recently named Offi-
cer of the Year by the Palm Desert Police De-
partment. Her story is an inspiration and
today, | want to recognize her exceptional
dedication of service and sacrifice.

Deputy Lopez and Community Service Offi-
cer Angelina Castleberry became close friends
when they were both working at the Palm
Desert Police Department. In 2014, Ms.
Castleberry gave birth to beautiful twins. Un-
fortunately, one of them was born with a kid-
ney deficiency. For three and a half years, lit-
tle Matthew has been subject to multiple dialy-
sis treatments, 14 surgeries, and weekly visits
to the Loma Linda University Kidney Center.

Throughout the procedures, doctors advised
Ms. Castleberry that Matthew may not survive
for too long without a kidney transplant. When
Deputy Lopez learned about Matthew’s trou-
bles, she decided to participate in a blood
drive to see if she could be a match. In March
2017, the results indicated that she was in-
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deed a match. Without any hesitation, Deputy
Lopez decided to donate her kidney to save
the life of little Matthew.

When Deputy Lopez enthusiastically shared
the great news with Ms. Castleberry, she was
overcome with tears of joy. On July 31, 2017,
Deputy Lopez donated her left kidney to little
Matthew, and the transplant surgery was suc-
cessful. Her selfness generosity saved Mat-
thew’s life, who is now recovering well with his
new kidney.

Deputy Lopez has dedicated her life to serv-
ing the residents of the Coachella Valley. Her
valuable contributions and arduous work
strengthening our community are inspiring. As
exemplified in this story, she goes above and
beyond the call of duty.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of California’s 36th
Congressional District, | truly commend Dep-
uty Lopez for her heroism and compassionate
sacrifice. Her willingness to help little Matthew
is an inspiration to us all. Her years of service
and contributions to our community are an ex-
ample of excellence and dedication that all
should seek to emulate.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
detained for voting on Monday, December 18.
Had | been present and voting, | would have
voted:

Nay on Roll Call No. 685 (On Motion to Fix
the Convening Time);

Aye on Roll Call No. 686 (On Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 4375,
STEM Research and Education Effectiveness
and Transparency Act, as amended); and

Aye on Roll Call Vote No. 687 (Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 3979, Keep
America’s Refuges Operational Act).

————

IN RECOGNITION OF BETH CHAP-
PELL FOR HER SERVICE AS DE-
TROIT ECONOMIC CLUB PRESI-
DENT AND CEO

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Beth Chappell for her distinguished
leadership as the Detroit Economic Club’s
President and CEO as she leaves to begin her
next chapter. She has been an effective lead-
er and advocate for Michigan’s businesses
and entrepreneurs.

Born and raised in Michigan, Mrs. Chappell
attended Michigan State University’s Broad
College of Business where she received her
bachelor’'s degree in Marketing before entering
the workforce. She spent 16 years at AT&T
Corporation, where she served as Vice Presi-
dent of Global Services and cultivated relation-
ships with a worldwide clientele. Mrs. Chappell
also served as Executive Vice President of
Compuware Corporation and led the Chappell
Group before being named President and
CEO of the Detroit Economic Club (DEC).
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Throughout her 12 year tenure as DEC Presi-
dent, Mrs. Chappell has increased the
connectivity of Detroit’s business community.

The Detroit Economic Club was founded in
1934 to serve as an organization committed to
growing Michigan’s business community and
providing a platform for international leaders to
address global economic change. Mrs. Chap-
pell was successful in growing the DEC and
expanding its accessibility to a diverse group
of local and national leaders. She launched a
young leaders group to ensure that students
and young business leaders have the oppor-
tunity to learn from successful local leaders
and receive mentorship from those who have
walked in their shoes. Throughout her career,
she has been recognized for her dedication to
the Michigan community and continued inno-
vation to best serve business owners and con-
sumers. Mrs. Chappell is a member of multiple
boards including Detroit Regional Chamber,
St. Joseph Mercy Foundation, Michigan Eco-
nomic Growth Authority and Citizens Research
Council. She has had a tremendous positive
impact on the Detroit Economic Club through
her work as President, and | look forward to
seeing her continued contributions in the com-
ing years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Beth Chappell for her distin-
guished tenure as Detroit Economic Club
President and CEO. She has worked diligently
on behalf of Michigan’s business owners
throughout the years.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRENDA L. LAWRENCE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, on December 18, 2017, | was not able
to cast my votes during the vote series due to
a prior obligation in my District. Had | been in
attendance, | would have voted: NO on the
Motion to Fix the Convening Time; YES on
H.R. 4375—STEM Research and Education
Effectiveness and Transparency Act, as
amended (Rep. Comstock—Science, Space,
and Technology); and YES on H.R. 3979—
Keep America’s Refuges Operational Act, as
amended (Rep. Jeffries—Natural Resources).

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained yesterday.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 685, YEA on Roll Call
No. 686, and YEA on Roll Call No. 687.
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HONORING DEPUTY DANIEL
DIMAGGIO FOR HEROISM IN THE
LINE OF DUTY

HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, | would like to rec-
ognize Riverside County Sheriff's Deputy Dan-
iel DiMaggio for his heroic and swift actions
which ultimately helped save the life of Deputy
David Solis.

On May 25th, 2017, Deputy Solis was shot
five times during a foot pursuit in the City of
Coachella. Deputy DiMaggio rapidly re-
sponded to the situation and assessed Deputy
Solis’s injuries. Two weeks prior to the inci-
dent, Deputy DiMaggio attended training on
Tactical Field Lifesaving, where he received
the necessary medical materials to apply a
tourniquet to Deputy Solis’s arm. This tech-
nique helped stem the blood flow and reduce
the shock from his wounds.

Deputy Solis is now alive thanks to the col-
lective efforts of our community’s first respond-
ers and public safety officials. However, Dep-
uty DiMaggio’s medical assistance was key in
helping save his life. He took care of Deputy
Solis until the paramedics arrived and re-
mained with him while he was transported to
the nearest regional trauma center.

Deputy DiMaggio’s rapid response and deci-
sive actions are truly commendable. He main-
tained a calm demeanor and a deep level of
concentration that allowed him to execute the
advance medical training he had received. He
also had the needed medical kit ready to be
used, which exemplifies his judicious thinking.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of California’s 36th
Congressional District, | want to honor and
recognize Deputy Daniel DiMaggio. His coura-
geous and decisive response saved help the
life of one of the members of our community.
I commend his admirable contributions
strengthening our community.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 19, 2017
Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
was unable to cast my vote for Roll Call votes
685, 686, and 687 on December 18, 2017.
Had | been present, my votes would have
been the following: Nay on 685 and Aye on
Roll Call votes 686, and 687.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF WASHTENAW
COMMUNITY COLLEGE RENAM-
ING THE PLANT OPERATIONS
BUILDING IN HONOR OF A DIS-
TINGUISHED STAFF MEMBER

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the career of Damon B. Flowers,

December 19, 2017

Vice President of Facilities, Development and
Operations, and the recognition of his lifetime
of work by Washtenaw Community College’s
which renamed a plant operations building
after him. This building is being renamed in
celebration of Damon B. Flowers’ work at the
school, so that his legacy will inspire genera-
tions of students to come.

Damon B. Flowers has served Washtenaw
Community College in various capacities for
over 23 years, including his current position of
Vice President of Facilities, Development and
Operations. Throughout his time at WCC, two
campus master plans were implemented.
These plans allowed him to oversee more
than $120 million in renovations and allowed
for over 130 construction projects, including
the Business Education Building, the Great
Lakes Regional Training Center and the
Health and Fitness Center. Vice President
Flowers is known for his creative thinking and
is recognized for the implementation of WCC'’s
energy conservation campus standards and
expanded recycling operations. Under his
leadership, the campus has developed a part-
nership with the City of Ann Arbor and Ann
Arbor Township to develop backup water re-
sources and vegetated building roofs. He also
secured WCC four Department of Energy
grants through his dedication to implementing
campus wide sustainability practices.

Vice President Flowers has received many
awards throughout his tenure at Washtenaw
Community College, including the Innovative
Architecture and Design Award from Recre-
ation Magazine, the Arbor Day Foundation
Tree Campus USA Designation and the Grand
Award from the Professional Grounds Man-
agement Awards Program. His years of hard
work have impacted countless lives and for-
ever bettered the design of WCC’s campus.
His leadership will be missed, and | look for-
ward to seeing his continued contributions to
our local community in the coming years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Vice President Damon B. Flowers
for his outstanding service to Washtenaw
Community College. His thoughtful leadership
and influence will make a difference for dec-
ades to come.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, yesterday De-
cember 18, 2017, on Roll Call Number 685
through 687, The Motion to Fix the Convening
Time, H.R. 4375, STEM Research and Edu-
cation Effectiveness and Transparency Act
and H.R. 3979, Keep America’s Refuges
Operational Act, | was unavoidably detained
and missed the vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted:
Motion to Fix the Convening Time: No; H.R.
4375: Yes; H.R. 3979: Yes.
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