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to this day. These decades of nonprofit vol-
unteerism provided Byrd with valuable experi-
ence in youth leadership, team building, and
developing effective educational and training
programs. She has also furthered her non-
profit education through various training and
courses over the years, and she earned a life-
time credential from California Community Col-
leges.

As an independent nonprofit consultant,
Byrd Lochtie specializes in helping community
leaders understand and be more effective in
their roles, including working together to de-
velop strategies to advance their missions.
She has been a key partner and trainer for the
Northern California Association of Nonprofits
fostering learning, mentoring, relationship
building, and excellence in leadership through
monthly board leadership roundtables and in-
troduction to board service workshops for
many years.

Byrd remains highly engaged with a variety
of local organizations, including the League of
Women Voters of Humboldt County, Children’s
Authors Festival, the Humboldt County Human
Rights Commission, United Way, Girl Scouts,
Eureka City Schools Board of Trustees, the
Eureka and Arcata Community Recycling Cen-
ters, and more.

Mr. Speaker, Byrd Lochtie’s commitment to
bettering her community through civic engage-
ment and empowering leadership in others is
commendable and worthy of recognition. |
urge my colleagues to join me in extending
our congratulations to her.

CONGRESSIONAL APP CHALLENGE
HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday evening, | spoke via
Skype with a number of young people in Pitts-
burgh who participated in the Congressional
App Challenge in Pennsylvania’s 14th Con-
gressional District, which | have the honor to
represent. | had the opportunity to commend
all of them for participating in this year's App
Challenge, and | announced the winning App
in the 14th District competition.

The Congressional App Challenge is a com-
petition held each year in many congressional
districts throughout the country. The Congres-
sional App Challenge provides an opportunity
for students who create their own apps for
mobile, tablet, or computer devices to com-
pete with other students and receive feedback
from leading experts in the field. It's a great
way for Congress to get kids interested in
computer programming and technology-related
careers. That's good for them, and it's good
for our economy, which will depend more and
more on such skills in the coming years.

This is the first year | have had the pleasure
of being involved with the Congressional App
Challenge, and | hope there will be many
more years to come. Events like this one
serve to raise public awareness of the impor-
tance and value of quality STEM education
programs.

| would like to recognize the 14th District's
outstanding student coders for 2017. The
team from Montour High School consisting of
Macen Perkins, Shane O’'Malley, Derek
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Wassel, and Logan Hickey created an app
that teaches students that coding languages
are easy to understand and very fun with
some time and practice. The team from
Shadyside Academy consisting of Nick Zana,
Fuad Youssef, Peter Wang, and Henry Fried-
lander created an app that executes all of the
main functions of a planner, student ID, and
document database. | am very proud of them
all.

The winner of year's 14th Congressional
District App Challenge was the team from
Shadyside Academy. Their app will be dis-
played in the U.S. Capitol and shown on the
U.S. House of Representatives web site. They
will also be invited to the House of Represent-
atives’ Code Demo Day reception in Wash-
ington in the coming months. In addition, Car-
negie Mellon University has offered to give the
14th District App Challenge winners a tour of
its facilities. This is a great opportunity for
these students to explore the campus and to
learn just how far their interest in coding can
take them.

| would like to acknowledge and thank the
judges for this competition: Josh Lucas, co-
founder of Work Hard Pittsburgh, Dr.
Alexandros Labrinidis, professor at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh’s School of Computing and
Information, and Dr. lllah Nourbakhsh, pro-
fessor at the Carnegie Mellon University’s Ro-
botics Institute and director of the CREATE
Lab.

| would also like to thank the University of
Pittsburgh for hosting tonight's event—and
Carnegie Mellon University for hosting the win-
ners for a tour of its facilities. These univer-
sities’ support for the App Challenge speaks
volumes about their commitment to education
and the local community.

Finally, | want to commend all of the partici-
pants in this year's App Challenge. | hope that
the recognition will, in some small way, dem-
onstrate to these young coders how much we
value their efforts and skill. It is my hope that
the students who participated in this year’s
competition will carry their interest in coding
with them throughout their lives. | also hope
that this competition and others like it across
the country will continue to grow and attract
many other local promising coders.

PROCLAMATION FOR DR. KEITH E.
BAIRD
HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for Dr. Keith E. Baird:

Whereas, our lives have been touched by
the leadership and service of Dr. Keith E.
Baird; and

Whereas, Dr. Keith E. Baird was born on
January 20, 1923 in Barbados, West Indies,
he came to the United States in 1947 and
began his college studies at Columbia Univer-
sity studying Spanish, Romance Philology and
Linguistics, where he earned his under-
graduate and graduate degrees. He earned
his doctoral degree in Sociolinguistics from the
Union Graduate Institute in Cincinnati, Ohio;
and

Whereas, Dr. Baird was an educator, au-
thor, advocate and administrator, he served
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and led our nation in many different roles. As
a founding member of the African American
Teachers Association in the late sixties, he
proved to be a key actor in the nascent com-
munity control movement in Ocean Hill-
Brownsville, Brooklyn, New York. As a stead-
fast pillar of our community, pioneered the
teaching methods of 14 different languages in
high schools and colleges. He was a commu-
nity leader involved in the civic and edu-
cational direction of thousands in our nation.
Along with his wife, Mrs. Mary A. Twining
Baird, they educated us through the literary
master piece “Sea Island Roots: The African
Presence in the Carolinas and Georgia”; and

Whereas, Dr. Baird was lauded as a “schol-
ar's scholar and an educator’'s educator”. He
was a community builder who served my dis-
trict without bounds. His influence, inspiration
and motivation of many have helped to mold
our district in becoming more inclusive. He
has opened the minds and hearts of thou-
sands; and

Whereas, he never asked for fame or for-
tune, nor found a job too small or too big; he
gave of himself, his time, his talent and his life
to uplift those in need by demonstrating un-
wavering commitment to educate, serve and
goodwill; and

Whereas, he was a husband, a father, a
brother and a friend; he was a man of great
integrity who remained true to the uplifting of
humanity on an international scale; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia recognizes Dr. Keith
E. Baird as a citizen of great worth and so
noted distinction; now therefore, I, HENRY C.
“HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby attest to the
115th Congress that Dr. Keith E. Baird is
deemed worthy and deserving of this “Con-
gressional Honor” by declaring Dr. Keith E.
Baird, U.S. Citizen of Distinction in the 4th
Congressional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 12th day of August, 2017.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | unfortu-
nately missed one vote during a vote series
on November 30, 2017. Had | been present,
| would have voted: No on Roll Call No. 645,
on the question of agreeing to the resolution
(H. Res. 635), providing for consideration of
H.R. 4182, the Ensuring a Qualified Civil Serv-
ice Act of 2017; and H.R. 1699, the Pre-
serving Access to Manufactured Housing Act
of 2017.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for
Roll Call votes 653 and 654 on Monday, De-
cember 4, 2017. Had | been present, | would
have voted Nay on Roll Call vote 653 and Yea
on Roll Call vote 654.
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| believe that both the House and Senate
GOP tax bills are an attack on the middle
class and only serve to benefit the wealthiest
in our nation. The GOP tax plan would raise
taxes on millions of families and students,
send jobs overseas, devastate our health care
system, and overwhelm future generations
with crushing debt. | stand with my Democratic
colleagues in opposing this plan and urge the
enactment of tax reform that puts working
Americans first.

——————

PROCLAMATION FOR THE GRACE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for the Grace United Methodist Church:

Whereas, Grace United Methodist Church,
founded on the 24 articles of religion or the
basic statements of belief, continues to be a
beacon of light to our district under the leader-
ship and tutelage of Pastor George Lanier and
the service of its members; and

Whereas, Grace United Methodist Church is
celebrating Men’s Day and the church’s 150
year anniversary today, under the general
rules of the Methodist Church, “Do no harm,
Do good, Practice the ordinances of God”;
and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
Church of God has empowered our commu-
nity, spiritually fed its congregants through its
ministries and outreach since 1867; and

Whereas, Grace United Methodist Church is
celebrating Men’s Day to make its ministry
spiritually viable year round through constant
and fervent prayer, sound thinking, spiritual in-
sight and creative ideas to transform our com-
munity inside and outside these walls; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Grace United
Methodist Church for their leadership and
service to our District on this the 150th Anni-
versary of their founding; now therefore, I,
HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby pro-
claim June 11, 2017 as Grace United Meth-
odist Church Day in the 4th Congressional
District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 11th day of June, 2017.

————

HONORING DEAN TRUMP OF PENN-
SYLVANIA ON HIS RETIREMENT
AFTER MORE THAN 17 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO THE WARRINGTON
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | extend my
sincere congratulations to my constituent,
Dean Trump, on his retirement after more than
17 years of service on the Board of Super-
visors for Warrington Township, York County,
Pennsylvania.

I've long appreciated the commitment of
people who devote themselves to serving our
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communities. Local elected officials have a di-
rect impact on our residents by setting policy,
enacting ordinances, adopting budgets and
levying taxes. They're some of the hardest
working and most dedicated public officials
you'll find. Mr. Trump’s commitment and hard
work touched the lives of countless people.
His legacy of service to our community is
commendable.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, | thank and congratulate
Dean Trump on his service and wish him
great happiness and success in his future ad-
ventures.

TRIBUTE TO RANDY JOHNSON
HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay tribute
to Randy Johnson, a former committee staff
member and long-time friend of the Education
and the Workforce Committee who is stepping
down as the Senior Vice President for Labor,
Immigration, and Employee Benefits at the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce after 20 years of
service for that respected organization. As his
title suggests, Randy’s role at the Chamber
has required him to be engaged in a number
of key public policy issues involving the com-
mittee. Although the Chamber is losing a very
effective advocate, the policies and laws im-
pacting the American workforce are stronger
because of his commitment and engagement.

Before going to the Chamber in 1997,
Randy was the Labor Counsel and Workforce
Policy Coordinator for the Committee for nine
years. During this period, Randy was involved
in crafting a number of federal statutes includ-
ing the Family and Medical Leave Act on
which Randy authored a superb minority re-
port predicting many of the challenges that
employers have faced in their efforts to com-
ply with that law. He brought that same caliber
of foresight and diligence to the legislative
process leading up to the passage of the
Americans with Disabilities Act. Randy also
helped immensely during the transition to a
Republican majority of the House after the
1994 elections and was instrumental in ensur-
ing that the Committee hit the ground running
during that historic period.

During his time at the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, Randy and his staff earned the re-
spect of policymakers because they drilled
down into the details of legislation and issues,
an attribute which made them effective advo-
cates and credible stakeholders on Capitol
Hill. Randy could also be counted on to ex-
press with clarity what happens when the rub-
ber meets the road.

The Chamber has always been a prominent
voice for employers’ interests in labor and
workplace issues, but this does not mean the
Chamber’s positions are always strictly par-
tisan. The Chamber's pragmatic positions on
labor and employment issues reflected
Randy’s influence. Under Randy’s leadership,
there was always room for discussion wher-
ever it was possible to reach a legislative solu-
tion in which all sides could come away with
something. His relentless pursuit of results
should be commended.

Mr. Speaker, we have not yet learned of
Randy’s plans after he departs the Chamber
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but we expect and hope that we have not
heard nor seen the last of him. We need more
people like Randy Johnson who find that cre-
ating sound public policy is a calling and who
possess his attention to detail and determina-
tion to seek solutions. We hope he is not con-
tent to let his light fade under a bushel and we
wish him all the best in his future endeavors.

————

PROCLAMATION FOR GUS AND
WILLIE MAE DIXON DAY

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
include in the RECORD the following Proclama-
tion for Gus and Willie Mae Dixon:

Whereas, Gus and Willie Mae Dixon have
maintained their vows to God and to each
other for the past 50 years, during which time
they have been blessed and fruitful with child
and grandchildren, who are gathered with us
as we celebrate their golden wedding anniver-
sary; and

Whereas, since July 1, 1967 Gus and Willie
Mae Dixon and family have contributed to our
community as humble servants, uplifting the
physical, mental, and most importantly the
spiritual welfare of all whom they have en-
countered; and

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored that
the fruit of this wonderful marriage has pro-
duced one daughter and son-in-law Shannon
and Terry Clark, and seven grandchildren; and

Whereas, Gus Dixon is a remarkable and
tenacious man of God and Willie Mae Dixon is
a phenomenal and virtuous Proverbs 31
woman, both being members of Welcome
Friend Baptist Church in DeKalb County,
Georgia where, under the leadership of Pastor
John Smith, Gus serves as Director of Chris-
tian Education and Wilie Mae serves as Di-
rector of the Mission ministry; and

Whereas, Gus and Willie Mae Dixon are
distinguished citizens of Georgia’s Fourth Con-
gressional district, being spiritual warriors who
possess great compassion for all of God’s
children, and who are fearless servants and
leaders with a vision and passion to improve
the lives of others; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Gus and Willie
Mae Dixon as they celebrate their golden an-
niversary, and 50 years of marital bliss; now
therefore, I, HENRY C. "HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do
hereby proclaim July 1, 2017 as Gus and
Willie Mae Dixon Day in the 4th Congressional
District.

Proclaimed, this 1st day of July, 2017.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID LIM

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
David Lim for his eight years of outstanding

service on the San Mateo City Council and as
mayor in 2013 and 2017. David’s dedication to
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