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As District Attorney, Jim served as a re-
spected leader of the Schoharie community,
and | thank him for his commitment to the
State of New York. | wish him, his wife
Rhonda, and their two children, James and
Anne, every happiness as they embark on this
new chapter.

———
RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN U.S. NAVY ENGINEMAN

PETTY OFFICER FIRST CLASS
(PO1) VINCENT E. PARKER, SR.

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 1, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen U.S. Navy
Engineman Petty Officer First Class (PO1)
Vincent E. Parker, Sr. who paid the ultimate
sacrifice while defending our nation on No-
vember 18, 2001, during Operation Enduring
Freedom. PO1 Parker drowned aboard
Samra, an Iraqi freighter, which capsized in
the Persian Gulf. Petty Officer Third Class
(PO3) Benjamin Johnson also died. PO1
Parker was part of a security team from the
USS Peterson (DD969). He was based at Nor-
folk Naval Station, Virginia.

United States Representative Charles W.
“Chip” Pickering, Jr. submitted details of PO1
Parker's service into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD on Thursday, December 13, 2001.
PO1 Parker, a native of Preston, Mississippi,
joined the U.S. Navy in 1982 after graduating
from Nanih Waiya High School in Louisville,
Mississippi. In the document, Rep. Pickering
described PO1 Parker as a devout member of
the Assembly of God Church in Columbus,
Mississippi, and he grew up in a loving, well-
respected family with five siblings. PO1 Park-
er's mission on the day he died was to en-
force the United Nations sanctions imposed
upon Iraq following the Gulf War. He boarded
Samra, a ship believed to be smuggling oil for
Saddam Hussein. Rep. Pickering commended
PO1 Parker for his lifelong devotion as a son,
husband, brother, father, and citizen. Rep.
Pickering also said that while serving on board
the USS Peterson, PO1 Parker was known
not only for his naval leadership, but also for
the example he set as a citizen and a man of
God.

Stephenie Parker Ybarra, PO1 Parker's
niece from Columbus, Mississippi, paid tribute
to her uncle in a post on a memorial website.
“Uncle Butch, you were loved by the whole
family,” Stephenie wrote. “You were one of
our family’s role models. All the nieces and
nephews adored you. | can't tell you how
much you are missed, but | can tell you | am
extremely proud to have been your niece.
Your ultimate sacrifice is only a small reflec-
tion of the type of person you were. | can’t
wait to one day see you and grandpa again
and recap on all the stories you have missed.
| love you and miss you!” Another niece of
PO1 Parker, Jessica Owen of Amory, posted
a tribute on the same memorial website. “| am
so proud of you,” Jessica wrote. “You are the
bravest man | have ever known, and your
courage has reflected upon your family. We
are better people because we have loved, and
have been loved by you. The sacrifice you
made for the family and country you loved will
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never be forgotten. | carry your memory in my
heart every day. Like Steph, | look forward to
the day when | can talk to you again and to
the day when we can look back at all you
have missed and smile together.”

PO1 Parker is survived by his wife, Char-
lotte Parker; their two children, Vincent Parker
and Rachel Parker; his sister Ruth Marie
Parker; and his four brothers, Glenn Parker,
Andy Parker, Steven Parker, and John Parker.

PO1 Parker proudly served in the U.S. Navy
for 19 years. His commitment to protect Amer-
ica will always be remembered.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL ANNIVERSARY OF UPLAND,
INDIANA

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 1, 2017

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commemorate the 150th anniver-
sary of the incorporation of the town of Up-
land, Indiana. Upland has played an integral
role in the industrial and educational develop-
ment of Indiana and Hoosiers from every part
of the state are thankful for the contributions
of the men and women of Upland.

The town of Upland is celebrating 150
years, but the history of Upland dates back
further. Settlers came to the area in 1828,
clearing the land and trapping wild game for
food and furs. In 1867, settler Jacob Bugher
gave a right of way to the Central Railroad of
Indiana in exchange for a promise that all pas-
senger rail would stop in the soon-to-be-
formed town. Central Railroad of Indiana
agreed, the railroad was built, and Upland was
officially incorporated.

In the years since it gained its name as the
highest point on the Central Railroad of Indi-
ana rail line, Upland has developed into a live-
ly and thriving community, serving as a home
for generations to families, businesses, profes-
sionals, churches, schools, and other organi-
zations.

In 1887, the town saw a great influx in busi-
ness due to the discovery of natural gas. Just
a few years later, in 1893, Taylor University
moved to Upland. The University was founded
on the belief that education should be avail-
able to women as well as men, and Taylor
University is now regularly ranked in the top
three colleges in the Midwest by U.S. News &
World Report. The arrival of Taylor University
gave students across the country the oppor-
tunity to receive a first-class liberal arts edu-
cation in a special town.

In recent years there has been an influx of
business developments in Upland, which has
been great for the economic growth of the
town. The town of Upland has a unique bal-
ance between established favorites like
Ivanhoe’s Drive-In, a drive-in restaurant estab-
lished in 1965 famous for its ice cream and
burgers, and attracting new businesses, like
coffee shops and clothing stores.

Upland, Indiana exemplifies the best of
small-town America. The citizens have a clear
passion and love for their town, but are also
quick to welcome visitors from around the
world. | am proud to represent such an amaz-
ing town, one with a history of growth and
success as well as the promise of a pros-
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perous future. Please join me in celebrating
the sesquicentennial anniversary of the incor-
poration of the great town of Upland, Indiana.

——————

RECOGNIZING KEVIN STRICKLER
FOR THE MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 1, 2017

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Kevin Strickler from Belgrade for
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and
leadership in his community.

Mr. Strickler joined the United States Marine
Corps in 1983 and served until 1986 when he
was honorably discharged as a corporal.
Those closest to Mr. Strickler describe him as
“always a Marine,” professional in action, ap-
pearance, and bearing.

Mr. Strickler's service extends beyond his
military career. He is involved with several vet-
eran, civic, and youth organizations. He is the
Commander of the local Honor Guard and a
member of the Gallatin Valley Memorial Day
Parade Committee, where he instituted a pro-
gram to honor Gold Star family members in
the annual parade.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending Kevin Strickler for his dedication
and service.

—————

TRIBUTE TO SABARISH
MOGALLAPALLI

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 1, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Sabarish
Mogallapalli. Sabarish and his fellow team-
mates created the winning app, City Recycle
Day, as part of the 2017 Congressional App
Challenge. Their team is combined of students
who attend Waukee High School and
PrairieView Middle School in Waukee, lowa.

The Congressional App Challenge encour-
ages students to learn how to code through
annual district-wide competitions hosted by
Members of Congress from their home district.
The team’s app is entitled “City Recycle Day”.
It is designed to alert members of a commu-
nity as to the date of their next trash/recycle
pickup day. It also alerts users of special
pickups and delays.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Sabarish and his teammates for creating the
winning app, and | am proud to represent
them in the United States Congress. | ask that
my colleagues in the United States House of
Representatives join me in congratulating
Sabarish and his teammates on this out-
standing accomplishment and in wishing them
all nothing but continued success.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY
SERGEANT (8GT) GREGORY
LEROY TULL

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 1, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Army Sergeant
(SGT) Gregory Leroy Tull who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our nation on
November 25, 2005, during Operation Iraqi
Freedom. SGT Tull was killed when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated near the ar-
mored Humvee he was riding in during com-
bat operations in Anbar Province, Iraq. SGT
Tull was the gunner on the Humvee. SGT Tull
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 194th Field
Artillery, lowa Army National Guard, Storm
Lake, lowa. At the time of his death, SGT Tull
was temporarily assigned to the 2nd Battalion,
114th Field Artillery, Mississippi Army National
Guard.

According to the Associated Press, SGT
Tull enlisted in the lowa Army National Guard
in 2002 and graduated from Pocahontas Area
High School the following year. He then at-
tended South Dakota State University before
volunteering for Operation Iraqi Freedom in
November 2004.

Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Gregory O.
Hapgood, a National Guard spokesman, said
SGT Tull was proud of his service. “He was
a very bright young man and he really was a
go-to guy in his unit,” LTC Hapgood said. “He
was a guy who didn’t shirk his duty. He want-
ed to be where it was happening.”

Jeff Tuttle, a high school friend of SGT Tull,
paid tribute to him in a post on a memorial
website. “l have been a personal witness to
his good deeds for many years,” Jeff said.
“He had tremendous character and strength
and | don’t ever remember him getting into
any sort of trouble whatsoever. | carry a pic-
ture of him in my wallet and will do so for the
rest of my life, to be reminded of his bravery
for inspiration. He is greatly missed, especially
by his parents and brother who handled this
hardship with tremendous dignity and class.”

Greg Tull, SGT Tull's father, thanked more
than 100 people who posted tributes to his
son on a memorial website. “l want to thank
everybody for their support and for having
Greg as a friend,” Mr. Tull said. “! never knew
how many lives Greg touched. He is a very
special person and his mom and | miss him
every day and every minute of every day. God
bless you and pray for the rest of the soldiers
killed in action or wounded or still over there
fighting to keep us safe. God bless America.”

SGT Tull's funeral was held at Faith Lu-
theran Church in Pocahontas, lowa. It was at-
tended by hundreds of people including family,
friends, and fellow soldiers. Law enforcement
officers from each of the Pocahontas County
law enforcement agencies stood watch outside
of the church. A sign in front of the church
read, “SGT Greg Tull, The Go-To Guy.” SGT
Tull was buried at the Indian Mound Ceme-
tery, south of Humboldt

SGT Tull is survived by his parents, Gary
and Eileen Tull; his brother, Bryan Tull; his
grandparents, Bill and Janet Velau and Erland
and Phyllis Nelson.

SGT Tull was awarded the Bronze Star, the
Purple Heart, the Army Good Conduct Medal,
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the Combat Action Badge, and the Mississippi
Medal of Valor.

SGT Tull demonstrated courage and brav-
ery while proudly serving our nation. His sac-
rifice will always be remembered.

————

RECOGNIZING KYLE SUKHBIR FOR
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL
VETERAN COMMENDATION

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 1, 2017

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Kyle Sukhbir of Livingston for the
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community.

Mr. Sukhbir joined the United States Army
in 2008 and served during Operation Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan. He was injured dur-
ing combat in June 2009 and was later award-
ed the Army Commendation Medal with Valor.
After his retirement in 2012, Mr. Sukhbir’s con-
tinued to serve veterans and others in his
community.

Mr. Sukhbir owns a gunsmith business in
Livingston. He donates customized firearms to
the Montana Wounded Warriors program and
to other service organizations. Mr. Sukhbir
also volunteers to take veterans on hunting
trips to enjoy Montana’s great outdoors.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending Kyle Sukhbir for his dedication
and service.

GOP TAX SCAM
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 1, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is not
enough to subject the GOP tax plan to the test
of fiscal responsibility.

To keep faith with the nation’s past, to be
fair to the nation’s present, and to safeguard
the nation’s future, the plan must also pass a
“moral test.”

This tax plan fails both the fiscal responsi-
bility test and the moral responsibility test.

This tax cut package is a return to trickle-
down economics.

This tax bill is a thoughtless and immoral
GOP tax scam that will explode our nation’s
deficit and hurt poor, working, and middle
class families.

It will explode the deficit by $2.2 trillion over
10 years.

The non-partisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice has concluded that the Senate bill would,
on average, raise taxes or reduce federal ex-
penditures for households with incomes below
$75,000 by about $60 billion

This tax cut bill is a repudiation of the social
contract that F.D.R. announced in the New
Deal.

The overwhelming portion of the bill is a
lowering of the corporate tax rate, from the
current 35 percent down to 20 percent.

In my home state of Texas, more than 1.7
million households earning less than $127,000
would see a tax hike.
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The proposed elimination of the personal
exemption will harm millions of Texans by tak-
ing away the $4,050 deduction for each tax-
payer and claimed dependent; in 2015, rough-
ly 9.3 million dependent exemptions were
claimed in the Lone Star State.

In this tax bill, by taking away the student
loan interest and educator expense deduc-
tions, more than 876,000 Texas students will
lose an average credit of $1,063, while nearly
354,000 Texas teachers who buy notebooks
and erasers for their classrooms will lose an
average credit of $261.

The Republicans in Congress ASSUME that
corporations will pass down savings to con-
sumers.

But this never works. Corporations simply
stash their money in tax havens.

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
the last time the GOP cut taxes for corpora-
tions, they spent as much as 90 percent of
their windfall buying back shares, giving divi-
dends to shareholders, stock options and ex-
ecutives.

This “tax bill” would lift a 1954 ban on polit-
ical activism by churches, further blurring the
line between church and state.

The House and Senate bills would cir-
cumscribe the ability of states and local gov-
ernments to levy own taxes, which would force
states to cut spending on health, care edu-
cation, public transportation and social serv-
ices.

The full 10-year plan for the bill reveals how
bad it is: by 2027, individuals making between
$40,000 and $50,000 would pay a combined
$5.3 Billion more in taxes, while those earning
more than $1 billion or more would get a $5.8
billion cut.

To quote the former Chief of Staff of the
congressional Joint Committee on Taxation:
“[This tax bill] is not aimed at growth. It is not
aimed at the middle class.

It is at every turn carefully engineered to de-
liver a kiss to the donor class.”

According to the New York Times, in a re-
cent survey of from the University of Chicago,
only one of 38 prominent economists said the
proposed tax cuts would yield substantial
growth.

The proposed tax cuts would add to the
long term federal debt burden.

This health bill would also alter healthcare in
America.

Health Coverage would shrink in the United
States, while wealthy estates would not pay at
all.

The Senate version of the tax bill would
cause 13 million people to lose health care
and insurance premiums overall could rise by
up to 10 percent.

This would result in savings of about $53
billion, which the GOP will use to fund cor-
porate tax cuts.

America will not be made great by financing
a $1.7 trillion tax cut for the rich by stealing
$1.8 trillion from Medicare and Medicaid,
abandoning seniors and families in need, de-
priving students of realizing a dream to attend
college without drowning in debt, or
disinvesting in the working families.

This bill is opposed by colleges and univer-
sities, too.

The tax cut proposal would end the deduct-
ibility of tuition waivers for graduate students,
repealing the deduction for interest paid on
student loans and taxing university endow-
ments.
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