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is also a DAV driver and chairman of the Ma-
rine Corps Reserve’s Toys for Tots program.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending Michael Lawson for his dedica-
tion and service.

VETERANS ESTEEM TEAM
HON. PAUL MITCHELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the Veterans in my district, and those who
support them. Earlier this month, | attended a
Veterans Esteem Team meeting in Lapeer
County.

It is a dinner organized and prepared by
local Junior High and High School students
from North Branch, Almont, and Dryden to
honor area veterans. Those who have served
our nation are the best one percent this coun-
try produces. Words will never be adequate to
capture the debt of gratitude owed to the men
and women of our military who have enabled
our nation to continue to be safe and pros-
perous. I'm honored to serve them, and the
students in my district who took the time to
recognize and organize this event for our vet-
erans.

Therefore, | would like to include in the
RECORD the names of students and sponsors
of the Veterans Esteem Team:

Veterans Esteem Team Board Members—
President: Benjamin Koning, Vice-President:

Brian Garner, Secretary: Robert Heugh,
Treasurer: Wayne Jacobs, Director: Glenn
Ream.

Veterans Esteem Team North Branch chap-
ter:  Mr. Robert Heugh—Advisor, Darius
Boulton, Liberty Cooper, Ms. Dusty Olivia
Heugh, Gabe Hutchins, Ayden Marshall, Eliza-
beth Oland, Logan Sawson, Peyton Shepherd,
Valerie Trombley, Spencer Wesch, Karter
Shingledecker, Jack Enen, Ryan Rogers.

Veterans Esteem Team Almont chapter: Mr.
John Reinhard—Advisor, Hannah Chaney,
Seth McCarthy, Emily Kruk, Josh Boyd.

Veterans Esteem Team Dryden chapter:
Abigail Koning.

——————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
LESLEE ATIRAM

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of Leslee
Atiram who sadly passed away on November
10, 2017.

Leslee Atiram was a beloved teacher who
was described by her students and peers to
be inspiring and an optimist. Raised in Brook-
lyn, Ms. Atiram had a drive to one day be an
educator. Ms. Atiram spent four decades
teaching math and science for high school and
elementary school in New York and New Jer-
sey, of which she spent two of those decades
teaching at Rutgers Preparatory School,
Princeton Day School, and the Sunday school
at Temple Shaari Emeth.

Her passion for education led her to study
at Stroudsburg University and the University of
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London during her undergraduate years. She
then earned her master’s degree in education
from Brooklyn College. Her style of teaching
was like none other—she always brought
warmth, kindness, and a good sense of humor
to her classes. Her knowledge and skills as a
math and science teacher earned her the ORT
American Outstanding STEM Educator Award,
which honors an educator in the New York,
New Jersey, Connecticut tristate area who
seeks to advance STEM education.

Outside of her educational career, Ms.
Atiram organized a support group for other
people in the school community who were
touched by cancer.

Leslee is survived by her husband, Zam;
her sons, Logan and Zak; Kristin, Zak’s
fiancée; her brother, Stan, and her loving
nieces and nephew. A memorial service for
Leslee will be held Sunday, December 10,
2017 at Rutgers Preparatory School in Som-
erset.

Our nation suffers in the loss of nurturing
educators like Leslee Atiram, but | am hon-
ored that such a talented and dedicated indi-
vidual has shared their gifts on behalf of our
community.

| urge my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering the amazing life of Leslee Atiram and
sending our sincere condolences to her
friends and family. May Ms. Atiram be blessed
and rest in peace.

RECOGNIZING PHILLIP LYONS FOR
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL
VETERAN COMMENDATION

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Phillip Lyons of Butte for the
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community.

Mr. Lyons answered the call to serve his
country following the attack on Pearl Harbor.
He joined the United States Navy and later the
Navy Reserve. Mr. Lyons was a submariner
during World War Il and the Korean War.

Mr. Lyons has been active with Butte’s
American Legion post for the past 70 years
and served as the post’s commander. Mr.
Lyons was State Commander of the Montana
Subvets, is a member of the DAV and VFW,
and has logged over 15,000 hours of volun-
teer work on behalf of veterans and their fami-
lies.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending Phillip Lyons for his dedication
and service.

———

HONORING MASTER SERGEANT
JOHN C. BURNAM, USA (RETIRED)

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to rise
today to honor retired Master Sergeant John
C. Burnam for his honorable and distinguished
service in the United States Army, which in-
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cluded two years of combat mission as an in-
fantryman and German shepherd scout dog
handler during the Vietnam War. In addition, |
would like to recognize him for years of tire-
less work after military retirement to establish
the John Burnam Monument Foundation,
which designed and built a national monument
for America’s military working dogs and their
handlers that served in the Armed Services of
WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghani-
stan, and Iraq.

Master Sergeant Burnam’s time in the Army
can be categorized best by his two years of
service during the ground war in South Viet-
nam, where he was deployed as a combat in-
fantryman in the 7th Cavalry in the 1st Cavalry
Division, and was subsequently wounded in
battle. During his second year in Vietnam, he
distinguished himself as a German shepherd
scout dog handler serving in the 44th infantry
scout dog platoon. After being wounded and
the death of his first canine companion, Tim-
ber, he returned to duty and participated in
over thirty combat missions, leading combat
infantry patrols and saving American lives with
his second scoutdog, Clipper. Tragically, both
of his dogs died in the Vietham War, which
had a profound impact on the rest of Master
Sergeant Burnam’s career, as well as his per-
sonal life.

Throughout Master Sergeant Burnam’s com-
bat service, he was awarded over thirteen mili-
tary service awards, some of which include
the Legion of Merit medal, the Bronze Star
medal, and the Purple Heart medal. However,
his achievements go far beyond his impres-
sive resume, military awards, and Army ac-
complishments. Master Sergeant Burnam went
on to establish the John Burnam Monument
Foundation, an organization that grew from his
desire to honor others who have served on
Military Working Dog teams throughout Amer-
ican history. His foundation, as its name sug-
gests, was dedicated to funding the construc-
tion and maintenance of a national monument
for the men, women, and canines that make
up these teams. In addition to his foundation,
he has worked relentlessly to bring awareness
to the work of scout dog handlers by authoring
books, writing articles, and appearing in TV
documentaries on the History Channel, Netflix,
CNN, and other channels. Master Sergeant
Burnam’s authentic and passionate storytelling
have brought to life the hardships, humor, and
horrors of combat, as well as the courageous
heroism of both dog and handler.

In 2005, Master Sergeant Burnam ap-
proached me to help him turn his dream of a
Military Working Dog monument into a reality.
He worked relentlessly, contributing language
to support the drafting of the legislation, as
well as giving congressional testimony before
several subcommittees during the legislative
process. Due to his tenacity and passion for
the project, the legislation was signed by
President Obama into Public Law 110-181 on
October 28, 2009. This finally set into motion
Master Sergeant Burnam’s vision by author-
izing the John Burnam Monument Foundation
to establish and maintain a national monument
on the Lackland Air Force Base in San Anto-
nio, Texas.

This approval sparked Master Sergeant
Burnam’s motivation to maintain his voice in
the process, as he led the design and devel-
opment details of the national monument, in-
cluding size, scope, and historical significance
of each component. This included the large
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bronze statues of the Military Working Dog
teams, a granite history wall with an engraved
narrative, and a bronze military working dog
and handler water fountain. The entire monu-
ment sits on a 3,000 square foot granite plaza
with five flag poles representing each of the
armed services.

To pay for its construction, Master Sergeant
Burnam organized an ambitious public fund-
raising campaign, which secured $2.1 million
dollars for the project. He even went as far as
to raise a maintenance fund so this burden
would not be placed on the American tax-
payer. After closely overseeing the installation
and construction of the national monument,
the John Burnam Monument Foundation offi-
cially gifted it to the Office of the Secretary of
the Air Force and the Joint Base San Antonio,
where the Department of Defense has been
training Military Working Dog teams of all
services since 1958.

On October 28, 2013 the national monu-
ment was officially unveiled and dedicated at
the Lackland Air Force Base, where Master
Sergeant Burnam provided a moving testi-
mony. The monument is currently accessible
to the American people and their dogs, and at-
tracts thousands of visitors and veterans from
across the United States and the world. Since
the completion of the national monument,
Master Sergeant Burnam continues to be an
advocate for our nation’s Military Working Dog
teams.

Master Sergeant Burnam'’s extensive career
is distinguished by his desire to serve the Ma-
rine Corps and our nation. His sacrifices may
never be fully recognized, but his impact will
be felt by Americans for generations to come.
On behalf of my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle, | would like to recognize Master Ser-
geant John C. Burnam for his outstanding
achievements and contributions to our nation
both in active duty and in retirement. His ex-
traordinary efforts to honor the U.S. Army, Ma-
rines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Mili-
tary Working Dog teams will never be forgot-
ten. | pray his legacy lives on forever.

————

HONORING JOHN ROY DODSON, JR.

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. John Roy Dodson, Jr., a World War
Il veteran and a shining example of patriotism.
We in the 7th District of Missouri are proud to
share our home with folks like him.

In 1943, Mr. Dodson went to basic training
at Camp Robinson in California. This was the
first step in a fruitful career of service that took
him from Hawaii to New Zealand on a troop
ship to repel encroaching Japanese forces. He
was part of the U.S. Army’s 25th Infantry Divi-
sion that secured Guadalcanal after the Gua-
dalcanal Campaign, and from there he was
sent to battle on Bougainville Island and later
to the Philippines. There, half of the division
was responsible for taking Manila while Mr.
Dodson was part of the effort to secure the
mountains. As a member of the planned inva-
sion of Japan, Mr. Dodson was 50 miles away
from the shore of Osaka when the U.S.
dropped its atomic bomb. Finally, he was part
of the occupying force that kept order in
Japan.
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This December, Mr. Dodson will be honored
for his service by peers and loved ones.
Newscaster Tom Brokaw wrote that those who
fought in WWII were part of the “greatest gen-
eration any society has ever produced.” They
served not for fame or fortune but simply be-
cause they loved their country, and having
grown up during one of the most tumultuous
times in our nation’s history, these men and
women exemplify the resilient frontier spirit
that makes America great.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have the oppor-
tunity to honor Mr. Dodson and veterans like
him any chance | get. The 7th District of Mis-
souri, as well as the rest of the United States,
are forever indebted to John Roy Dodson, Jr.
We thank him for his service and wish him all
the best in all future endeavors.

———

RECOGNIZING RICHARD ALLGOOD
FOR THE MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Richard Allgood of Big Sky for
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and
leadership in his community.

Mr. Allgood served in the United States Air
Force during the Vietnam War, yet his service
to his community continued well after his mili-
tary career.

In Big Sky, Mr. Allgood was instrumental in
the revival of American Legion Post 99, which
now provides scholarships for local high
school students and sponsors Boys State and
Girls State programs as well as other local
youth activities.

Mr. Allgood’s tireless efforts have helped
provide assistance to financially troubled vet-
erans, aid to community members needing
help with medical expenses, and support for
the Vietnam War Memorial in Bozeman.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending Richard Allgood for his dedica-
tion and service.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE NINTH ANNUAL
FAMILY CHRISTMAS EXTRAVA-
GANZA

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, on December 16,
2017, Brevard County families, businesses
and local community organizations will gather
together to celebrate the Ninth Annual Christ-
mas Extravaganza. This wonderful event,
which will take place at Fred Poppe Regional
Park in Palm Bay, FL, will provide an uplifting
message of hope and future during this Christ-
mas season as so many families are still fac-
ing difficult challenges.

The House at Palm Bay, the City of Palm
Bay Parks & Recreation, Gator Automotive,
Thrifty Produce, Chick-Fil-A, and Church on
the Rock, Elevation Church, Calvary Chapel,
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Discover Life Church, Victory Church, Jornada
Church, Victory in Christ Church, and several
other business partners have recognized the
importance of providing a positive venue for
residents and children to celebrate Christmas.

What makes the Family Christmas Extrava-
ganza so special is that there is no cost to at-
tend—everything is absolutely free to the pub-
lic. From cotton candy and hot dogs, to live
music, and fun activities for children, the spon-
sors of this annual event are committed to
serving others during this Christmas season
and giving back to their community.

This year, over eighty local businesses and
organizations .have made donations of food,
gift certificates, equipment, cash and goodie
bags. The Bayside High School Marching
Band will be performing along with Chagy the
Clown.

Senior Pastor Ken Delgado of The House at
Palm Bay said, “With today’s news being filled
with division, contention and expressions of
hatred, it is exciting to see the City of Palm
Bay, along with the city’s businesses and the
citizens, create an event where love, joy and
peace are expressed. The Family Christmas
Extravaganza is the greatest expression that
so0 many people yearn for, and is what the an-
gels proclaimed at the birth of Jesus saying
“Peace and good will towards all men.”

Mayor William Capote said, “The Family
Christmas Extravaganza is a wonderful annual
tradition in the great City of Palm Bay. | am
proud to be the Mayor of a City where groups
like The House church spend so much time
and energy selflessly giving back to our com-
munity. The House has captured the giving
spirit of the holiday season with this event,
providing a day of celebration and Christmas
joy completely free of charge. I've seen the
positive impact of the Extravaganza over the
years and | am excited to see this event con-
tinue to grow!”

Palm Bay City Manager Greg Lynk states,
“I'm excited to welcome the Family Christmas
Extravaganza back to the City of Palm Bay.
Over the past several years, the Christmas
Extravaganza has become a cherished holiday
tradition in Palm Bay, reminding all of us the
reason for the season. The City is proud to
partner with The House on this wonderful
event that brings so much Christmas spirit to
the great citizens of Palm Bay.”

Gator Automotive owner Joe Kelly said
“Gator Chrysler has been a proud supporter of
the Christmas Extravaganza for a few years. |
support it because indeed it is a great thing
the House of Palm Bay has established for
families that can’t enjoy the holiday. | have
heard firsthand from some of those families
and it touches my heart.” .

Fred Poppe, Director of Palm Bay Parks
and Recreation, said “I am always looking for
partnerships in the Community to serve our
City to the best of our ability. The partnership
with The House is very important in that we
provide a free Holiday spirited event for thou-
sands of our residents. It's the kind of partner-
ship that embodies the true spirit of the United
States of America. Thanks for all that you and
your hundreds of volunteers do to make this
possible.”

The City of Palm Bay issued a proclamation
declaring December 16, 2017 as Family
Christmas Extravaganza Day.

| ask my colleagues to join me in saluting all
those who have worked so hard to make the
Annual Family Christmas Extravaganza pos-
sible; and those who spread the Christmas
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