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Whereas, Kaneko Ikeda’s partnership has 

been foundationally integral to her exception-
ally capable husband’s accomplishments over 
these seven decades, serving as confidant, 
scheduler, doctor, nurse, advisor and, most 
importantly, as a loving wife; and 

Whereas, Kaneko Ikeda is an outstanding 
scholar with honorary degrees from more than 
20 academic institutions around the world, a 
peace activist with honors from more than 25 
international cultural institutions, and has re-
ceived more than 75 honorary citizenships 
worldwide and is a model of inspiration for mil-
lions of women; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District .of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the efforts of 
Daisaku and Kaneko Ikeda, in firm recognition 
of their lifetime efforts toward enabling each 
and every individual to live courageous and 
contributive lives as the means to foster a har-
monious and peaceful society; 

Now therefore I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim August 24, 2017 
as Daisaku and Kaneko Ikeda Day in the 4th 
Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 24th day of August, 2017. 
f 

HONORING SYMRA BRANDON 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take a 
moment to honor a dear friend and wonderful 
public servant in the Yonkers community, 
Symra Brandon, who this year is being hon-
ored by the Luther V. Garrison Sr. Masonic 
Foundation Inc. as their 2017 Woman of the 
Year. I have known Symra for many years and 
cannot think of a more deserving honoree. 

Symra was born in New York City, and 
raised in Yonkers, New York. She graduated 
from the same high school I did, Evander 
Childs High School in the Bronx, and went on 
to receive a degree in Sociology at Morgan 
State College, followed by a Master’s of Social 
Work degree from Hunter College School of 
Social Work and in Public Administration from 
Pace University. 

Throughout her distinguished professional 
career, Symra was employed by the West-
chester County Department of Social Services, 
Cornell University’s Family Life Development 
Center, UAW/General Motors Skills Transition 
Center, the Westchester County Youth Bu-
reau, where she served as Acting Director for 
the Youth Bureau, and the Office of Affirma-
tive Action/EEO and Office for the Disabled. 
She retired from Westchester County in 2006 
from the position of Assistant to Westchester 
County Executive Andrew J. Spano/Director of 
the Office of African American Affairs. 

Symra was also a dedicated public servant, 
serving six terms as a Yonkers City Council 
Member for the First District where she was 
the first African American Woman to serve in 
the Council. During her twelve year tenure, 
Symra worked diligently on behalf of her con-
stituents by sponsoring important legislation 
including mandating carbon monoxide detec-
tors, landlord payment of Emergency Tenant 
Protection act fees, Senior Citizen, Veteran 
and Gold Star Parent property tax exemptions, 
and consistently supported development on 

the Yonkers Waterfront in addition to the cre-
ation of jobs and contracts for local residents 
on major projects throughout the City. As a 
community leader, Symra was a conscientious 
advocate for improving the quality of life for 
residents in her district, especially to children 
and the elderly. 

Today, Symra continues to serve the com-
munity as a role model and through her par-
ticipation on many boards and organizations 
including Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Terrace 
City Chapter No. 26, Black Democrats of 
Westchester, the NAACP, National Council of 
Negro Women and The Westchester Black 
Women’s Political Caucus. 

Symra has always been an amazing partner 
to me in Yonkers, and an even better friend. 
It is my privilege to honor and congratulate her 
here today. 
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TRIBUTE TO LES CLARK 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
along with my colleague Congressman DAVID 
VALADAO, to recognize and pay tribute to Les 
Clark on his retirement this month as Execu-
tive Vice President of the Independent Oil Pro-
ducers’ Agency (IOPA) after 37 years of dedi-
cated service to the ‘‘mom and pop’’ oil pro-
ducers in Kern County. 

Les began his career in the very heart of 
California’s Central Valley. After graduating 
from Taft High, he played football for Taft Col-
lege and later baseball at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno. Shortly after leaving for school 
in Fresno, Les found himself back in the Kern 
oil patch, where he was first introduced to the 
oil business that he would go on to leave an 
incredible impact upon. Les had taken drafting 
classes at Taft College and was subsequently 
recommended by the school when Belridge Oil 
Company, in need of draftsmen, offered him a 
position where he gained a wealth of technical 
knowledge and hands-on experience. 

With this experience and a well-established 
reputation as a down-to-earth, no-nonsense 
communicator, Les became the Executive 
Vice President of IOPA. In this position, he 
worked not only to move IOPA members’ 
crude oil to refineries across the state, or as 
he would say to the ‘‘majors,’’ but he also dog-
gedly and passionately pursued their public 
policy interests at the Federal, state and local 
levels of government—in our state, that’s no 
easy task. With a myriad of Federal regula-
tions layered on top of byzantine state regula-
tions that oil producers come up against daily, 
Les quickly became a regulatory expert learn-
ing complex issues and government proce-
dures to advocate for his members. 

One just has to walk into Les’ office and see 
the stacks of paper-filled boxes and files piled 
on his desk—not to mention the giant model 
wooden oil derrick—to recognize his wealth of 
knowledge accumulated over a lifetime of 
dedicated service to the Kern oil patch. Sitting 
in those old wooden chairs across from his 
desk as we discussed the important issues 
facing Kern County’s small oil producers, Les 
knew where every file was while answering his 
flip phone that rang nearly constantly to close 
a deal or put out a fire for one of his mem-
bers. 

In addition to his work for IOPA, Les is an 
active member of the Bakersfield and Kern 
County communities. Whether it was serving 
as a Taft Union High School Trustee to being 
a president of the Kern County Fair or the Taft 
Chamber of Commerce to chairing the West 
Side Hospital Foundation to being a board 
member of the Fresno State Alumni Associa-
tion or Cal State Bakersfield Foundation, in 
addition to the many state and local advisory 
boards he participated on, he always made 
sure to focus on his family. 

Les founded the Ponytail Softball League 
enabling the girls of Taft—including his daugh-
ters—to learn and enjoy softball. He is also in 
the Little League Hall of Fame for his service 
in coaching Taft little league teams, something 
he did for more than 30 years. Les coached 
baseball for Taft College and was a football 
referee for over 20 years. Many people may 
not know, but Les played competitive fast- 
pitch softball and semi-pro baseball for the 
Kern County League. 

From my time working for former Congress-
man Bill Thomas, to when I served in the Cali-
fornia State Assembly and now in the United 
States House of Representatives, I have al-
ways sought and appreciated Les’ counsel, 
wisdom, and friendship. His larger-than-life 
personality and dry wit always made our con-
versations engaging and memorable. He al-
ways cut right to the crux of an issue and had 
a clear vision of where he wanted things to 
go. And, Les never shied away from telling me 
when he thought I was wrong or why some 
new Federal or state regulation was hurting 
his members, all the while leaning back in his 
chair, arms folded in front of his chest. 

As Les enters this new chapter of his life, 
I’m sure he’s looking forward to spending 
more time with his family, including his wife of 
52 years, June, two daughters, Tessa and 
Kerrie, son ‘‘Little Les,’’ ten grandchildren, Ari-
zona, Ayana, Cash, Darius, Easton, Keelan, 
Logun, Sierra, Tanisha, and Willow, and great 
granddaughter, Zaria. 

Les exemplifies how one can serve their 
community and become a living legend 
through that service—everyone in Bakersfield 
and the Taft community knows him and appre-
ciates his passion and leadership for our re-
gion. We all wish him the best in his retire-
ment. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO PER-
MIT COMMERCIAL FILMING AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY ON THE 
GROUNDS OF THE U.S. CAPITOL 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce a bill to permit commercial filming and 
photography on the grounds of the U.S. Cap-
itol, east of Union Square, the only area where 
such filming is currently authorized. This bill 
would permit commercial filming and photog-
raphy outside of the Capitol and congressional 
office buildings by permit, so long as both the 
House and Senate are not in session. In 
today’ s world, where many societies are fac-
ing upheavals, our country should be the first 
to encourage commercial filming and photog-
raphy of the Capitol, which symbolizes U.S. 
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democracy at work. Hollywood and other com-
mercial filmmakers should not have to go to 
other or fake capitol buildings for movies and 
films about the U.S. Capitol. The current policy 
permitting filming near the United States Bo-
tanic Garden shows that the Capitol police can 
handle filmmaking on Capitol grounds, espe-
cially when Congress is not in session. How-
ever, filming from that vantage point captures 
the least familiar view of the Capitol. At a time 
when the reputation of Congress is particularly 
low, filming of the Capitol, a building that rep-
resents American democracy, could bolster its 
image. Keeping filmmakers from standing in 
front of the Capitol is neither business-friendly 
nor true to the nation’s democratic traditions. 
Encouraging commercial filming and photog-
raphy at the Capitol would help spread the 
story of our national legislature around the 
world. The time is overdue to allow commer-
cial filming and photography of the exterior of 
the historic 19th century Capitol building. 

There is no good reason why commercial 
filming and photography should be confined to 
Union Square. Specifically, my bill gives the 
Capitol Police the discretion, depending on the 
circumstances in and around the Capitol, to 
issue a permit authorizing commercial filming 
and photography under the same conditions 
as those in Union Square. Such areas might 
include, for example, Independence Avenue 
on the House side and Constitution Avenue on 
the Senate side. No policy or security reason 
exists to justify limiting commercial filming and 
photography of the Capitol complex to only 
one location, Union Square, particularly con-
sidering that permits are necessary. People 
are regularly seen on East Capitol Street (east 
of 2nd Street) taking pictures, where they get 
a full view of the Capitol building, dem-
onstrating how arbitrary it is to limit commer-
cial filming and photography to Union Square. 

Capitol Police would also have authority to 
charge a fee to cover any costs incurred by 
the Architect of the Capitol as a result of the 
issuance of the permit, to be deposited into 
the Capitol Trust Account. The Capitol Trust 
Account was established to accept proceeds 
from any fees collected for commercial filming 
and photography permits for Union Square. 
Amounts in the Capitol Trust Account would 
be available without fiscal year limitation for 
such maintenance, improvements, and 
projects with respect to the Capitol grounds as 
the Architect of the Capitol considers appro-
priate, subject to the approval of the Appro-
priations Committees of the House and Sen-
ate. 

Views of the U.S. Capitol are among Amer-
ica’s most iconic. Limiting commercial filming 
and photography of the Capitol, an important 
vehicle for telling the nation’s story, does not 
serve the American people. Indeed, most of 
the world knows our country and reveres our 
system of government largely through com-
mercial films and photos of the Capitol, which 
symbolizes our democracy at work. Commer-
cial films and photographs of the Capitol, the 
seat of our democracy, are perhaps the best 
modern vehicles for telling the nation’s story 
and showcasing its democratic system of gov-
ernment. Republicans and Democrats alike re-
vere the image as a symbol of patriotism. My 
bill would enable appropriate, permitted com-
mercial filming and photography of the Capitol, 
and would create economic benefits for the 
nation, the city, and private business. 

PROCLAMATION FOR DR. CEDRIC 
ALEXANDER 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Dr. Cedric Alexander: 

Whereas, Dr. Cedric Alexander is cele-
brating forty (40) years in law enforcement this 
year, and has provided stellar leadership as a 
Police Chief and Deputy Chief Operating Offi-
cer for Public Safety to DeKalb County and 
beyond; and 

Whereas, Dr. Alexander, has served pas-
sionately as a servant leader while pioneering 
and sustaining community policing, using his 
talents and skills as a vessel to ensure that 
justice and liberty finds its way to citizens from 
all walks of life; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man has been recognized by his colleagues in 
law enforcement, he is president of the Na-
tional Organization of Black Law Enforcement 
Executives, as well as, a national advocate for 
better policing; and 

Whereas, Dr. Alexander is an accomplished 
author who has published ‘‘The New Guard-
ians: Policing in America’s Communities for 
the 21st Century,’’ which outlines the roles of 
police officers as guardians of public trust 
while providing the partnership needed to build 
communities; and 

Whereas, he retires today from his post as 
Deputy Chief Operating Officer for Public 
Safety, we are thankful that Dr. Alexander has 
utilized his leadership, education and talents 
to make a difference in the lives of countless 
people across our nation; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Dr. Cedric Alex-
ander, as he celebrates his retirement after 40 
years in law enforcement, and wish him well 
as he embarks upon his new endeavors; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim March 15, 2017 
as Dr. Cedric Alexander Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 15th day of March, 2017. 
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HONORING CHRISTOPHER KUI 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the outstanding leadership and 
achievements of Mr. Christopher Kui, Execu-
tive Director of Asian American for Equality 
(AAFE) on the occasion of his retirement after 
31 years of public service. AAFE is a non- 
profit organization dedicated to social justice 
and community development. It was founded 
in 1974 in New York City’s Chinatown commu-
nity in response to a local developer’s refusal 
to hire Asian-American workers for the feder-
ally financed towering apartment complex 
known today as Confucius Plaza. 

Chris immigrated to New York from Hong 
Kong at the young age of 10. As a newcomer, 
he witnessed early in life the injustice and dis-

crimination faced by the Asian immigrant com-
munity in the areas of housing, education, em-
ployment practices and more. This experience 
helped shaped his life and career path. In 
1986, he joined AAFE where he helped 
strengthen the organization’s approach to ad-
vocacy and community development. In 1991, 
he assumed the position of Executive Director 
where he has served for the last twenty-five 
years. His vision, leadership and comprehen-
sive approach to community planning has 
been extraordinary and has served as a model 
for other organizations. In this capacity, Chris 
successfully raised more than $100 million to 
build more than 800 housing units for low-in-
come and homeless families and individuals. 
In his efforts to promote homeownership op-
portunities, he secured $378 million in mort-
gage financing. 

In addition to his leadership role at AAFE, 
Chris is also the founder and board chair of 
Renaissance Economic Development Corpora-
tion (REDC). REDC is an AAFE-affiliate that 
provides counseling to small businesses and 
has loaned more than $44 million to over one- 
thousand businesses during the past ten 
years. During Hurricane Sandy, it assisted 200 
small businesses and awarded a citywide total 
of $3.5 million dollars in loans and grants. 

There is no doubt that Chris has been re-
sponsible for AAFE’s growth and success. His 
breadth of knowledge, understanding of social 
policy, small business and housing have 
greatly contributed to the public and private 
partnerships that have fueled job creation and 
community development in Manhattan’s 
Chinatown community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing Christopher Kui for his 31 
years of exemplary service and dedication to 
the Asian-American and diverse immigrant 
communities of New York City. My district is 
enriched by his vision and lasting legacy. I 
wish him a healthy and enjoyable retirement. 

f 

HONORING CONGREGATION BETH 
TIKVAH 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an important member of South 
Jersey’s religious community, Congregation 
Beth Tikvah led by Rabbi Nathan Weiner, and 
to denounce the hate speech that was inflicted 
upon the congregation. 

Recently, Congregation Beth Tikvah’s syna-
gogue was defamed by vandals who wrote out 
homophobic and racial slurs on the roof. This 
type of hate has no place in South Jersey’s 
community or any community across our 
country. Anti-Semitism—and all types of hate 
speech—is un-American and a direct betrayal 
of the values on which this nation was found-
ed. 

We must call out prejudice, intolerance and 
violence wherever it exists and whoever per-
petrates it. And we must all have the courage 
to protect the persecuted and speak out 
against bigotry and hatred. 

Congregation Beth Tikvah is a welcoming 
place that teaches the values of joy, commu-
nity building, and peace. Under Rabbi Nathan 
Weiner’s dynamic leadership, this community 
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