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In the last two weeks, the USS Wasp, the 

USS Oak Hill, and the USS Kearsarge have 
returned home or are in the process of return-
ing home. In both Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands, the sailors and Marines aboard these 
ships cleared roads to ease the flow of people 
and relief supplies, conducted search and res-
cue missions, helped deliver much needed 
supplies, and most of all, were a daily re-
minder to those they met that our country 
helps its citizens. 

Speaking to the high tempo at which these 
men and women were working, the Navy re-
ports that during the 68-day period of its hurri-
cane relief deployment, the Kearsarge ‘‘con-
ducted more amphibious and flight operations 
than would be completed in a routine six- 
month deployment.’’ 

And I would be remiss if I did not mention 
the invaluable contribution of National Guard 
personnel, including those impacted directly by 
the hurricanes, and those from all over the 
United States, including my home state of 
Wisconsin. 

I would urge the Defense Department, even 
as these ships return home, to continue to en-
sure that its considerable resources and as-
sets remain available to help Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands in the trying weeks and 
months that still lay ahead. Our citizens in 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands will need 
our help for many months to come and the 
military must continue to be a key part of that 
effort. 

And I also strongly encourage the Adminis-
tration to quickly send a new disaster funding 
request that accurately reflects the proposals 
that affected communities, including Texas, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, have put 
forward outlining the federal aid they need to 
help communities rebuild better. 

Again, I salute the men and women in and 
out of uniform who have been and continue to 
help their fellow Americans during this deadly 
and devastating hurricane season. They are 
doing their part; now this Administration and 
Congress need to do ours in the coming 
weeks. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PHOENIX 
FIRE ENGINE COMPANY NO. 2 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Phoenix Fire Company No. 
2 of Pottsville, Pennsylvania. The fire com-
pany will be celebrating its 150th anniversary 
on November 25. 

The Phoenix Fire Company No. 2 originated 
from the Schuylkill Hydraulian Fire Company, 
which organized in April 1829 and was offi-
cially recognized the following year. This early 
company purchased a hand engine and was 
housed in Pottsville’s original borough build-
ing. In 1861, a few days after the attack on 
Fort Sumter, the Schuylkill Hydraulian Com-
pany reformed into a military company called 
the Union Guards of Pottsville. They left for 
Harrisburg on April 24, 1861 and were greeted 
by Governor Andrew Curtin when they arrived. 

Management of Pottsville’s fire apparatus 
was then left to the borough council. The 
Phoenix Fire Engine Company was estab-

lished during reorganization meeting in Sep-
tember 1867. A hose carriage was purchased, 
and the company was headquartered at the 
corner of Centre and Norwegian Streets. In 
1885, a cornerstone was set for a new fire 
house on East Norwegian Street, and this very 
house continues to serve as the station for the 
Phoenix Fire Company No. 2 today. 

The company operated with horse-drawn 
equipment until summer 1919. In July that 
year, an American La France truck with a sev-
enty-five-foot aerial ladder was purchased for 
$18,000 and shipped to Pottsville. That truck 
saw extensive damage in 1925 when Phoenix 
Company responded to a major fire in Me-
chanicsville. After a six-month repair process, 
however, the engine was restored to working 
condition and served Pottsville well until 1939. 

It is an honor to recognize such a historic 
and distinguished fire company. I am grateful 
for the Phoenix Fire Company’s 150 years of 
outstanding service to our community, and you 
can count me as a strong supporter for a suc-
cessful future. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2810, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I will vote 
against the Conference Report for H.R. 2810, 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year (FY) 2018. 

The agreement includes several provisions 
that I strongly support, including giving serv-
icemen and women a well-deserved raise of 
2.4 percent. Those who serve in uniform have 
made extraordinary sacrifices for our country 
and have earned and deserve a pay raise. 
The Conference Report also includes funding 
for Ukraine and Eastern Europe security initia-
tives to counter Russia’s heightened military 
provocations and annexation of Crimea. Addi-
tionally, it includes a provision recognizing cli-
mate change as a direct threat to our national 
security interests. 

Despite these important initiatives, I have 
strong concerns with the Conference Report. 
The agreement authorizes more than $692.1 
billion, which is $74.2 billion more than the FY 
2017 authorized level and $26.4 billion more 
than the president’s request. This includes 
$65.7 billion to the Overseas Contingency Op-
erations (OCO) fund, an account which is not 
counted in the budget and is not paid for. It 
adds to the deficit and is used as a slush fund 
by the Pentagon. 

Unlike every other federal agency, the De-
partment of Defense (DOD) refuses to com-
plete a financial audit so taxpayers know how 
the biggest bureaucracy in the federal govern-
ment spends their money. In fact, a shocking 
report released last December exposed $125 
billion in administrative waste that the Pen-
tagon tried to bury from being viewed by the 
public. 

The Conference Report also authorizes $13 
billion for the F–35 program, including 90 new 
planes, 20 more planes than the Trump Ad-
ministration requested. While I strongly sup-
port a modernized military, I have serious con-

cerns about the growing costs of the F–35 
program. The Pentagon has projected that the 
lifetime operating and sustainment costs for 
the F–35 fleet will total more than $1 trillion. 

I refuse to support increased bureaucratic 
waste at the expense of American taxpayers 
and our men and women in uniform. A more 
accountable and transparent department 
would ensure taxpayer dollars are directed to-
wards the needs of our troops and the bene-
fits they deserve, rather than buying unneces-
sary weapon systems, sustaining a Cold War 
era military force, and giving the president a 
blank check to fund wars Congress hasn’t au-
thorized. 

I have always advocated for maintaining 
Congress’s constitutionally-confirmed preroga-
tive to declare war under the War Powers Act 
and limiting the President’s authority to en-
gage in armed conflict without the consent of 
Congress. I strongly oppose the NDAA’s con-
tinued authorization of spending for wars that 
are not congressionally approved. The Pen-
tagon uses the 2001 Authorization of Use of 
Military Force (AUMF) to continue to justify the 
more than 16 years our troops have been 
fighting in the Middle East. In his short time in 
office, President Trump has already sent 
troops to Afghanistan, Iraq, Niger, Syria, and 
elsewhere without seeking a new Authoriza-
tion of Use of Military Force (AUMF), a viola-
tion of the War Powers Act. 

Additionally, the Conference Report pro-
hibits the closing of Guantanamo Bay, which 
costs more than $100 million each year to 
house 41 prisoners and has been used as a 
top recruiting tool by terrorists. Frankly, the 
prison at Guantanamo Bay has been a black 
eye for the United States, has eroded relation-
ships with our allies, undermined U.S. mis-
sions abroad, and put U.S. citizens and our 
troops at risk of retaliation. 

Congress can make responsible cuts to our 
defense budget without jeopardizing the safety 
of our troops or undermining our national se-
curity. Fiscal responsibility and accountability 
at the Pentagon would allow for funds to be 
better spent supporting the basic needs of our 
troops, meeting our obligations to veterans of 
past wars, and ensuring our true defense 
needs are prioritized. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS (PFC) 
DAMIAN LAQUASHA HEIDELBERG 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory offallen Mississippi sol-
dier Army Private First Class (PFC) Damian 
Laquasha Heidelberg who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice on November 15, 2003, during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. PFC Heidelberg was 
killed when two UH–60 Black Hawk heli-
copters collided in Mosul, Iraq. He served as 
an administrative specialist in the Army. PFC 
Heidelberg was assigned to 1st Battalion, 
187th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

According to the Associated Press, PFC 
Heidelberg, a Shubuta, Mississippi native, was 
a former choir member and church usher. He 
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was remembered by Staff Sergeant (SSG) 
Sylvester Watkins on a memorial website. ‘‘I 
served with him in the TOC and he was al-
ways smiling and always spoke,’’ SSG Wat-
kins said. ‘‘When I heard ofhis passing, I was 
home on mid-tour leave from Iraq. I felt bad 
because it wasn’t me. That kind of trait found 
in Heidelberg is so hard to find, it must remain 
on earth. However, I realize his body planted 
in the ground is merely a seed which, after the 
winter, will blossom and show its wonderful 
colors. We will then know he is again among 
us. We love you, brother.’’ 

Phyllis Heidelberg, PFC Heidelberg’s aunt, 
told the Associated Press that her nephew 
was a good man. ‘‘He was a wonderful young 
man, sweet and mild mannered,’’ Ms. Heidel-
berg said. ‘‘He was slow to speak, loved to go 
to church, and always had a big smile.’’ Jerry 
Jones, one of PFC Heidelberg’s childhood 
friends, said of his determined work ethic. ‘‘He 
told me that he was trying to make something 
of himself,’’ Mr. Jones said. ‘‘He was trying to 
make it for his family and his baby.’’ 

Prior to enlisting in the U.S. Army, PFC Hei-
delberg was a student in the auto mechanic 
program at the Finch-Henry Job Corps Center 
in Batesville. To this day, a plaque commemo-
rating PFC Heidelberg’s service is on display 
at the facility. Earlene Brewer, a career and 
technical training instructor, recently said PFC 
Heidelberg was a standout student. ‘‘He was 
a good soul,’’ Mrs. Brewer said. ‘‘He was very 
friendly. His parents raised him right.’’ 

PFC Heidelberg is survived by his father, 
Grady Jones; his mother, Deborah Heidelberg; 
and his daughter, Stacie. 

PFC Heidelberg’s service and sacrifice to 
protect America will not be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING THE DODGE FAMILY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, this year the Riv-
erdale Neighborhood House is celebrating its 
145th Anniversary, and to mark the occasion 
they are honoring the family that started it all 
for them, the Dodges, at their annual anniver-
sary gala. 

Few names are as synonymous with RNH 
and the Northwest Bronx as the Dodges. Their 
roots in the community run deep, starting in 
1872 when Grace Hoadley Dodge founded the 
Riverdale Neighborhood House. Grace, at the 
age of 16, created a small library in one of the 
greenhouses on her family’s property in River-
dale. The library became a hub for the work-
ers in Riverdale and grew from there. In 1884, 
Grace helped Riverdale Neighborhood House 
acquire its own building, which provided com-
munity based services for the workers of Riv-
erdale. 

In 1917, Grace’s brother, Cleveland Hoadley 
Dodge, established the Cleveland H. Dodge 
Foundation. At the time, the Dodge family was 
profiting greatly off their copper mining busi-
ness due to the Great War. Dodge was deter-
mined, as he wrote to his Presbyterian pastor, 
that ‘‘I will not burn my pockets by keeping a 
cent of the money coming to me from war 
profits.’’ He set up the Foundation with the 
very general provisio that its income should be 
used ‘‘for the betterment of mankind.’’ Ever 

since its establishment, grants have been 
made by the Foundation to charitable and cul-
tural institutions in New York City. In many 
cases, members of the family had helped to 
found them and subsequent generations have 
continued to support them. 

The combined good works of RNH and the 
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation are too many 
to list. Through the years, many members of 
the Dodge family have shared their wealth, 
wisdom and support to the programs and 
services at RNH: Grace Parish Dodge, (Mrs. 
Cleveland H. Dodge) contributed to the Bay-
ard Dodge Pool project in 1945; Mrs. Pauline 
M. Dodge, (Mrs. Cleveland E. Dodge) served 
on the RNH Board for many years, and 
Grace’s grand nephew and grand nieces, Al-
fred H. Howell, Elizabeth Dodge R. Haxall, 
and Ruth Rea Howell, also served RNH during 
their lifetimes. 

The commitment the Dodge family has 
shown to RNH and our neighborhood is inspir-
ing. They have done a wealth of good for my 
constituents and I want to thank them as they 
receive this great honor. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll 
call votes 623, 624, and 625 on Monday, No-
vember 13, 2017. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call vote 624, and 
‘‘Nay’’ on roll call votes 623 and 625. 

f 

COLORADO NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOLS PROGRAM AWARD-
EES TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Connect Charter School in 
Pueblo, Colorado, which was recently named 
a 2017 National Blue Ribbon School by U.S. 
Department of Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos. 

With this award, the Connect School has 
been recognized as one of the nation’s high-
est performing educational institutions. Mem-
bers of the Pueblo community know that this 
honor is well deserved. The dedication shown 
by the teachers, administrators, and school 
staff is extraordinary, and I know they have a 
profound impact on the lives of each student 
who attends Connect School. 

National Blue Ribbon Schools are among 
the nation’s highest performing educational in-
stitutions, as measured by state assessments, 
nationally normed test scores, and graduation 
rates. Now in its 35th year, the National Blue 
Ribbon Schools Program has recognized over 
8,500 public and private elementary, middle 
and high schools. The Connect School should 
be proud of its inclusion in the 2017 award 
group, and I join the Pueblo community and 
entire state in offering my enthusiastic con-
gratulations. 

HONORING JAMES HENRY FORD 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor the life of James Henry Ford of 
Martinsville, Virginia. Jim passed away on Oc-
tober 28, 2017. He was a fine man who al-
ways had the interests of his community at 
heart. 

Jim grew up in Martinsville and made his 
career practicing law there for 58 years after 
he studied at Roanoke College and the Uni-
versity of Virginia Law School. As an active 
member of the Martinsville and Virginia State 
Bar, he served two terms on the Virginia State 
Bar Council. I came to know Jim when we 
served together on the Blue Ridge Boy Scout 
Council, which covers 21 counties and nine 
cities in Virginia, in the 1980s and 90s. I great-
ly respected his contributions as well as his 
commitment; whenever the council met, he 
would drive over an hour from Martinsville to 
Roanoke. This level of dedication was typical 
of Jim, who found every venue he could to 
serve the community around him. Along with 
the Boy Scout Council, he served as president 
of the Martinsville Jaycees, the YMCA, and 
the Kiwanis. He helped found and later led the 
Piedmont Arts Association. As a lifetime mem-
ber of Martinsville’s First Presbyterian Church, 
he served variously as Deacon, Elder, and 
Clerk of Session. For many years he served 
as Chairman of the Martinsville Planning Com-
mission and as Secretary of the United Fund 
of Martinsville and Henry County. He was also 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Pat-
rick Henry Scholarship Fund. 

Jim garnered honors for his work with these 
organizations, including the Scout’s Silver 
Beaver Award, the highest award a volunteer 
can receive at the council level, and the Jay-
cees’ Distinguished Service Award. His serv-
ice was a gift to the people of Martinsville and 
its surrounding communities. Our society 
counts on people like Jim, the men and 
women who dedicate their time, their re-
sources, and their passion to the places they 
call home. They do so not in search of mone-
tary gain or the acquisition of power, but out 
of a sense of duty to their community and joy 
in improving the lives of their fellow citizens. 

Jim is survived by his wife Sandra, his 
daughter Margaret, his son Martin, and his 
grandchildren Wesley, Sandra, Jimmy, and 
Charlotte. My thoughts are with them in this 
difficult time. The Martinsville/Henry County 
area is diminished by his passing, as we all 
are. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE WITH RESPECT TO 
UNITED STATES POLICY TO-
WARDS YEMEN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I have heard 
from many of my constituents who are con-
cerned about U.S. involvement in Yemen. The 
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