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Given all of this, Mr. Speaker, | stand here
today to urge my colleagues and the new Ad-
ministration to continue to prioritize federal in-
vestment in flood control infrastructure.

CHLOE BARTINE EARNS GIRL
SCOUT GOLD AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Chloe Bartine of Katy, TX, for
earning her Girl Scout Gold Award.

The Gold Award is the highest achievement
a Girl Scout can earn. To earn this distin-
guished award, Chloe had to spend at least
80 hours developing and executing a project
that would benefit the community as well as
have a long-term impact on girls. For her Gold
award project, Chloe designed and built two
Little Free Libraries for Neighborhood Kidz
Club in the Western Pines and Trinity Hunters
Place communities in Katy, TX. She wanted to
develop an easy, free way for children to have
access to books during the summer or holiday
breaks. Chloe hosted a book drive with over
25 volunteers to make sure the libraries were
fully stocked. Chloe has volunteered for
Neighborhood Kidz Club’'s summer reading
program the past few summers. She will grad-
uate from Seven Lakes High School and plans
to attend the University of Alabama in the fall.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Chloe Bartine for earning her Girl Scout
Gold Award. We are confident she will have
continued success in her future endeavors.
We are very proud.

—————

COMMENDING MARIA LOHMEYER
FOR HER ROLE WITH THE 58TH
PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION

HON. GREGG HARPER

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, it is with consid-
erable gratitude that | rise today in order to
recognize Maria Lohmeyer and the staff she
assembled to host a historic and successful
58th Presidential Inauguration.

Through her role with the Senate Committee
on Rules and Administration, Maria led the
Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural
Ceremonies which was charged with the re-
sponsibility of planning and executing the
swearing-in ceremonies for the President and
Vice President of the United States. Addition-
ally, the Joint Congressional Committee was
responsible for planning the Inaugural Lunch-
eon where Congress came together to wel-
come the new administration following the in-
augural swearing-in ceremonies at the U.S.
Capitol.

The Presidential Inauguration has been the
hallmark of American democracy since 1789.
During this ceremony, individuals elected by
the people stand before God and the country
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and swear an oath to uphold the sacred duties
to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States.

On Friday, January 20, 2017, America again
came together as we have so many times be-
fore to witness this peaceful transition of
power from one Administration to the next. As
Americans, we celebrated both an honorable
ending and a hopeful new beginning.

The success of the Presidential Inaugural
Ceremonies is due to so many individuals,
from staff to our law enforcement and first re-
sponders. However, none of the ceremonies
would be possible if not for the careful plan-
ning and implementation by superb and patri-
otic individuals.

Maria is one of those special individuals
who rose to the challenge of planning the 58th
Presidential Inauguration. | thank her for her
stewardship over the inaugural ceremonies,
which has played such an important and
impactful role in our shared history.

———

HONORING LUCAS MATTHEW
HODSON

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Lucas Matthew
Hodson. Lucas is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
1351, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Lucas has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Lucas has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Lucas has contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Lucas Matthew Hodson for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

DEBORAH SHAPIRA AND BARRY L.
STERN

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor two community leaders, Deborah
Shapira and Barry L. Stern, who are being
recognized as the Guests of Honor at this
year's 48th Annual SAR Anniversary Dinner.
Deborah and Barry have been intimately in-
volved in SAR’s outreach and operations, and
are integral to the organization’s success.
They are most deserving of this wonderful rec-
ognition.

Ask anyone and they’ll tell you, Deborah
and Barry are among SAR’s most thoughtful,
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humble and gracious members. Deborah
serves on the SAR Board of Trustees, and is
Chair of the SAR Academy Board of Edu-
cation. Together, they served as Regional
Vice Chairs for the 2014 Dinner, where Barry
was involved in strategy and outreach. Debo-
rah is a most active volunteer, working as a
grade representative, class parent, Learning to
Look volunteer, and committee member for
the Academy’s Chanukat Habayit, and regu-
larly offering her wisdom on an array of aca-
demic issues. They have opened their home
for parlor meetings and ‘meet and greets’ to
introduce and mentor SAR’s new families.

Deborah, a graduate of the HaSha’ar teach-
er training program at the Drisha Institute,
taught at Beit Rabban Day School in Manhat-
tan. She currently serves as Board Chair for
the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, North
America. Barry is Associate Clinical Professor
of Medical Psychology at Columbia University
College of Physicians and Surgeons. He also
has a private psychotherapy practice in mid-
town Manhattan.

But for Deborah and Barry, their true pas-
sion and love is first for family. They have
three beautiful children, Pearl, Kayla, and
Matan, and they are their pride and joy.

Congratulations again to Deborah and Barry
on receiving this wonderful recognition, and
thank you for all you've done in the
community.

————

HONORING BRIAN AND JENNIFER
FULLEN, AND BRIAN RICHARD

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the brave contributions of
Brian and Jennifer Fullen, and Brian Richard,
citizens of Walla Walla, Washington.

On December 2, 2016, an early morning fire
broke out in an apartment building in Walla
Walla. Awakening to the commotion and see-
ing the growing danger, Brian and Jennifer
Fullen immediately called for help and left the
safety of their own home to assist those es-
caping from the growing blaze. The call for as-
sistance was answered by Brian Richard, a
teacher at Pioneer Middle School and a volun-
teer firefighter, who rushed to the scene to
lend a hand.

Mr. Fullen and Mr. Richard, without regard
for their own personal safety, kicked in a door
to the apartment building and searched for
those who may have been trapped. They even
assisted in the evacuation of a neighboring
building as a precautionary measure. Mrs.
Fullen assisted those who escaped the fire be-
fore emergency responders arrived at the
scene.

Mr. and Mrs. Fullen and Mr. Richard have
been recognized by both the Walla Walla Pub-
lic Schools and the Walla Walla Fire Depart-
ment for their heroic efforts.

The contributions of Mr. and Mrs. Fullen and
Mr. Richard are prime examples of bravery
and courage in the face of danger. | am proud
to honor Mr. and Mrs. Fullen and Mr. Richard
for their valuable and selfless contribution to
the community of Walla Walla.
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RICHMOND, TX SENIOR SELECTED
FOR VOLLEYBALL ALL-STATE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Valerie Valerian of Richmond,
TX, for being selected for the Texas Girls
Coaching Association volleyball all-state.

The George Ranch senior was selected for
all-state after leading her team, the Lady
Longhorns, to a playoff victory. Throughout the
playoffs, Valerie had a team-best of 564 kills
while hitting .343 and leading with 4.1 digs per
set. Following the playoffs, Valerie was also
awarded the District 23-6A Offensive MVP
and was selected as Player of the Match for
over 20 volleyball games over the last two
seasons.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Valerie Valerian for being selected for
volleyball all-state. We are proud of her talent
and know she will represent TX-22 well at all-
state.

HONORING JONAH ANDREW HOPPE
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Jonah Andrew
Hoppe. Jonah is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
1351, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Jonah has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Jonah has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Jonah has contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Jonah Andrew Hoppe for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

CONGRATULATING MR. & MRS. MI-
CHAEL MILLER ON THEIR GOLD-
EN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. and Mrs. Michael Miller on the 50th
Anniversary of their marriage on February 23,
1967. Their 50 years of dedication and love
for one another should be an inspiration to us
all.

Michael Joseph Miller and Margret Anne
Miller met in Plymouth, England in 1965 while
Michael was on assignment as a submariner
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in the Royal Canadian Navy. Following their
marriage and the birth of three children,
Sarah, Mark, and Simon, the Millers lived and
worked in both Canada and England before
moving to Michigan in 1979 just prior to the
birth of their youngest child, Miles.

On July 4, 1996, the day of our Nation’s
independence, Mr. and Mrs. Miller became
naturalized U.S. citizens. Inspired by this, all
of their children have become naturalized citi-
zens, while their youngest son, Miles, currently
serves as a Captain in the United States
Army.

In 2007, Michael and Margret retired to
Lakeway, Texas, which is in the district which
| represent. They live happily there to this day,
enjoying the natural beauty of the Texas Hill
Country.

Mr. Speaker, | would once again like to con-
gratulate them on this happy day for them,
their 50th Wedding Anniversary.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, on February 6 and
7, 2017, circumstances beyond my control ne-
cessitated my absence from the House and |,
therefore, am requesting a leave of absence
from the House.

———

COMMENDING THE ACTIVITIES OF
THE MCL AND OTHERS TO BRING
FREEDOM TO CUBA

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend the activities of Cuba’s Christian
Liberation Movement, which works to bring
freedom, democracy, and the rule of law to
Cuba. The movement was founded by the late
Oswaldo Paya, an activist who courageously
struggled to bring freedom to Cuba until his
death at the hands of the Castro regime in
2012.

Today, another activist and leader of the
Christian  Liberation Movement, Eduardo
Cardet, remains imprisoned in Holguin for sim-
ply opposing the totalitarianism of the Castro
dictatorship. He was arrested in November
2016 and faces a fifteen year sentence. Other
courageous activists such as artist Danilo
Maldonado “El Sexto” and labor activist Ivan
Hernandez Carrillo have been brutalized,
threatened and imprisoned for shouldering the
cause of liberty. Others such as Rosa Maria
Paya, who bravely carries on the mission of
her father Oswaldo, have chosen to continue
the struggle for freedom in Cuba despite grave
personal risks. The malevolent Castro regime
has the blood of many innocents on its hands,
and those who dare to oppose its tyranny.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the determination
and bravery of these and so many others who
continue to press for human rights, basic lib-
erties, and a genuine democratic transition in
Cuba. They eloquently and effectively bring at-
tention to the egregious human rights abuses
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that occur daily in Cuba. While repression
continues to escalate in Cuba, so does the re-
solve of Cuba’s pro-democracy movement.
Today, Cuba’s future is already being shaped
by those working to bring about democratic
change.

The Cuban people will be free, and the per-
petrators of their oppression will be held ac-
countable for their crimes. In the meantime,
Mr. Speaker, | pray for the safety of those who
continue the struggle for freedom in Cuba de-
spite the enormity of the risks. | take this op-
portunity to express my wholehearted and un-
wavering solidarity with them, and urge my
colleagues to continue their efforts in has-
tening their freedom.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF THE HON-
ORABLE ALVIN BALDUS FOR HIS
LIFE OF SERVICE IN THE U.S.
CONGRESS, WISCONSIN STATE
LEGISLATURE, AND ARMED
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the distinguished life of Alvin Baldus, who
passed away on February 2, 2017 at the age
of 90 in Menomonie, Wisconsin. An honorable
veteran, public servant, and friend, Al's service
to this country is an inspiration to not only the
state of Wisconsin but anyone who aspires to
be in public service. | had the distinct honor to
get to know Al and his wonderful family and
am proud to have modeled my public service
career after Al's civil and accessible nature.

Born in Garner, lowa, Al graduated from
Elkton High School in Minnesota, attended
Austin Junior College in Austin, Minnesota,
and served in the U.S. Merchant Marine dur-
ing World War |l from 1944 through 1946.
During the Korean War, Al again answered
the call to serve his country in the U.S. Army
with the 2nd Infantry Division from 1951
through 1953, receiving the Bronze Service
Star medal for his bravery and courage, which
included action in the Battle of Old Baldy.

In 1959, Al married the love of his life, Anna
Lorayne “Lolly” Reiten and the two of them
began to raise their family in Menomonie, Wis-
consin. Soon after in 1966, Al's community
elected him to the Wisconsin State Assembly.
For eight years, Al served Dunn County with
integrity. For Al, this was just the beginning.

Al not only served his fellow Wisconsinites
in the State Assembly, but he also rep-
resented the voices of the Third Congressional
District in this body, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, from 1974 through 1980 during
the 94th, 95th, and 96th Congresses. Al spent
his years in the House as a strong voice for
agriculture fighting for legislation that pro-
moted environmental conservation, agricultural
safety, and milk price supports. Al used his
leadership as the chairman of the Dairy and
Poultry Subcommittee of the House Agri-
culture Committee to fight for farmers in the
U.S. Congress. In 1989 Al's strong commit-
ment to serving his community convinced him
to resume his lifelong joy of public service in
the Wisconsin State Assembly until his retire-
ment in 1997.

| vividly remember meeting with Al, Lolly
and his children with my wife Tawni to talk
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