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TRIBUTE TO DIANA DEIBLER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Diana 
Deibler for being named a 2017 Women of In-
fluence honoree by the award-winning central 
Iowa publication, Business Record. 

For 18 years, the Business Record has un-
dertaken an exhaustive annual review to iden-
tify a standout group of women who have 
made a significant difference in business, civic 
and philanthropic endeavours throughout the 
Greater Des Moines Area. 

Diana has spent her life utilizing the work 
ethic instilled upon her at an early age after 
growing up on her family’s farm in Donnellson, 
Iowa. She dreamed of being a television an-
chor but found herself going down a different 
path as a broadcast reporter and producer. 
Later, she used the skills and experience she 
gained in the news business to have a suc-
cessful career in marketing and consulting. 
Her success allowed her to also dedicate her 
time and talents to the Des Moines commu-
nity, serving nine years on the board of Mercy 
Medical Center, and nine years on the Mercy 
College of Health Sciences board. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Diana in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents 
to better both her community, and the great 
state of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Diana on receiving this 
esteemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
Diana nothing but continued success. 

f 

VA MANAGEMENT ALIGNMENT 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 1066, the VA 
Management Alignment Act. 

The men and women who have bravely 
served our country in uniform deserve the 
peace of mind that the VA will work for them— 
not against them. 

Over the past few years, our nation’s vet-
erans have too often experienced outrageous 
wait times, long lines, and mismanagement at 
VA facilities across the country. In the wake of 
these scandals, the members of this body 
have passed multiple bills aimed to right these 
wrongs and improve VA functions. Unfortu-
nately, we hear far too often of problems con-
tinuing to plague the halls of VA medical facili-
ties. 

The VA Management Alignment Act directs 
the Secretary of the VA to report to Congress 
the steps the Department will take to ensure 
that the organizational structure of the VA is 
both efficient and effective. 

Supported by groups including the American 
Legion and the American Federation of Gov-

ernment Employees, this bill seeks to chart a 
meaningful path forward to better serve those 
who put their lives on the line to serve us. It 
is integral that the VA make clear the steps it 
will take to ensure that our nation’s veterans 
have access to the quality, timely care that 
they deserve. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and I thank veterans across the country 
for their service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for the following votes because I 
chose to remain in my congressional district in 
Miami for safety reasons due to serious 
threats I received. 

Had I been present, I would have voted in 
the following manner: YEA on Roll Call No. 
569; YEA on Roll Call No. 570; YEA on Roll 
Call No. 571; NAY on Roll Call No. 572; NAY 
on Roll Call No. 573; YEA on Roll Call No. 
574; YEA on Roll Call No. 575; YEA on Roll 
Call No. 576; YEA on Roll Call No. 577; YEA 
on Roll Call No. 578; YEA on Roll Call No. 
579; NAY on Roll Call No. 580; YEA on Roll 
Call No.581; NAY on Roll Call No. 582; NAY 
on Roll Call No. 583; NAY on Roll Call No. 
584; YEA on Roll Call No. 585; YEA on Roll 
Call No. 586; YEA on Roll Call No. 587; NAY 
on Roll Call No. 588; NAY on Roll Call No. 
589; and YEA on Roll Call No. 590. 

f 

STAND FOR SOMETHING 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I include in 
the RECORD a poem, on behalf of Albert Carey 
Caswell, to honor the men and women and 
families of The Armed Forces, for their selfless 
service to our Nation on this upcoming Vet-
eran’s Day. 
And over the many years 
All in our Nation clear, 
Has been one constant here 
The men and women of The Armed Forces 

who hold our Nation dear 
Whose valor, honor, courage, faith, selfless-

ness, and sacrifice perseveres 
While, in the darkest of days of night they 

all stood without fear 
Who at a moment’s notice into the face of 

hell would so appear, 
All so we can all he here 
This Veteran’s Day stand for something, be-

cause they stood for you 
The ones who fought and bled for all that’s 

true 
And stand for that old Red, White, and Blue 
All in what they would do 
Ready to die for their brothers and sisters in 

arms to their left and right so true 
And remember what all of their families 

must go through 
On this Veteran’s Day, please remember our 

Nation’s real who’s who 
Stand for something because they stand for 

you 
When, in the darkness of war comes into 

view 

Teaching us all how men and women of 
honor behave so true 

Who came home without arms, legs, and 
scars upon their face 

But, for the greater good they gave 
Stand, 
Stand for something noble, 
Because they all stood so you can live the 

American Dream 
While, over the generations so rose to the 

top America’s Dream 
Honor all those who fight the fight, 
Who today still stand at the ready on this 

very night, 
Who turn the dark into the light 
Stand, for those on the battlefields of honor 

who watched their Brothers and Sisters 
die, 

And had to bury them all with tears in their 
eyes, 

Stand, on this Veteran’s Day and every day, 
For The Armed Forces, their families, and 

the ones who gave 
Stand, because where would we all be? 
If it were but not for the likes of all of these 

who stood for you and me 
Stand, because freedom is not free 
But, only bought and paid for by all of he de-

fenders of the free 
Stand, because they live and they die for 

you, 
They bleed and they cry for you 
All so you can turn your back on them, 
And they don’t ask you how you caught your 

disease 
Stand for our Veteran’s on this Veteran’s 

Day and everyday 
For what they give and gave 
Because, it’s all they ask. 

f 

JAN PLATT 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life of Jan Platt and to 
honor her legacy for the Tampa Bay commu-
nity. She will always be remembered as an 
environmental pioneer, champion for ‘‘ethics in 
government’’ and inspiration for her selfless 
service. 

Born in St. Petersburg, Jan lived in Tampa 
for most of her life and grew up with a love for 
Tampa Bay and its natural environment. She 
graduated from Hillsborough High School in 
1954 and earned a degree in political science 
from Florida State University, where she grad-
uated Phi Beta Kappa, in 1958. During col-
lege, she was President of the Student Sen-
ate, Student Body Vice President, and even 
recognized amongst her peers as the ‘‘Most 
Outstanding Senior Woman’’ in her graduating 
class. After graduating she began her career 
as a schoolteacher and taught at both 
Hillsborough and Plant High Schools before fi-
nally being elected to serve on the City of 
Tampa’s City Council in 1974. Four years 
later, she was elected to Hillsborough Coun-
ty’s Board of County Commission, where she 
proudly served for 24 years. 

Jan served her community in countless 
ways. She established the Agency on Bay 
Management, the Tampa Bay Estuary Pro-
gram and the Environmental Lands Acquisition 
and Protection Program. She led as the Presi-
dent of the Suncoast Girl Scout Council and 
the Hillsborough County Head Start Commu-
nity Foundation INC. Jan endowed a scholar-
ship in honor of her sister, Bobbie Lou, at the 
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Florida State University College of Music. She 
was also an active member of the Friends of 
the Library. Because of her support for librar-
ies, in her honor, the Tampa-Hillsborough 
County Public Library named one of their 
branches, the ‘‘Jan Kaminis Platt Regional Li-
brary’’. 

Additionally, Jan was the recipient of the 
University of South Florida’s Women in Lead-
ership and Philanthropy Lifetime Achievement 
Award, recipient of the Hillsborough County 
Bar Association’s Liberty Bell Award, and she 
was inducted into the Hillsborough County’s 
Women’s Hall of Fame in 2012. 

I was honored to serve alongside Jan during 
my time on Hillsborough County’s Board of 
County Commission. She was an inspiration to 
me and many others throughout her career in 
elected office. A passionate leader, Jan’s love 
of the environment led her to devote herself to 
protect and preserve our community’s natural 
resources. 

Jan Platt inspired me to be a better public 
servant. She was honest, ethical and loved 
our Tampa community—from the waters of 
Tampa Bay to the pristine, wooded areas she 
worked to protect. Throughout her career serv-
ing our community, even in times of great 
change in local governing bodies, Jan was 
steadfast in her leadership and it was a great 
honor to learn from her and know her. I hope 
her commitment to ethics in government will 
inspire another generation of passionate lead-
ers to serve. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of our 
Tampa Bay community, I am proud to honor 
the life of Jan Platt and pay tribute to her out-
standing contributions to the Tampa commu-
nity. Jan is survived by her husband Bill, son 
Kevin, his wife Michele and granddaughter 
Emma. She leaves an indelible legacy for fu-
ture generations to enjoy our bay and its 
waters the same way she did. 
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TRIBUTE TO JENNIE BARANCZYK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jennie 
Baranczyk, head coach of Drake University’s 
women’s basketball team, for being named a 
2017 Women of Influence honoree by the 
award-winning central Iowa publication, Busi-
ness Record. 

For 18 years, the Business Record has un-
dertaken an exhaustive annual review to iden-
tify a standout group of women who have 
made a significant difference in business, civic 
and philanthropic endeavours throughout the 
Greater Des Moines Area. 

Jennie is no stranger to success. During her 
time as a member of the women’s basketball 
team at the University of Iowa she was named 
First Team All-Big Ten in 2003. Her out-
standing athletics accomplishments early on in 
her career have translated into her new role 
as the head coach of Drake University’s wom-
en’s basketball team. In her first year as head 
coach, Jennie was given a team that finished 
with a record of 11–20 the prior year. Her 
unyielding commitment to excellence and hard 
work have turned the fortunes of the basket-
ball program around, finishing last season 28– 

5, champions of the Missouri Valley Con-
ference, and making an appearance in the 
NCAA Basketball Tournament. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
leaders like Jennie in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that I recognize 
and applaud her for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her team, her community and the 
great state of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues 
in the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating Jennie on receiving 
this esteemed designation, thanking those at 
Business Record for their great work, and 
wishing Jennie a long and successful career. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
STAFF SERGEANT (SSG) BRIAN 
LEE FREEMAN 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Staff Sergeant 
(SSG) Brian Lee Freeman who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our great nation 
on November 7, 2005, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. SSG Freeman was killed when a 
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device det-
onated near his dismounted patrol in Bagh-
dad. Also killed were First Lieutenant (1LT) 
Justin S. Smith, Specialist (SPC) Robert C. 
Pope, II, and Private First Class (PFC) Marion 
A. Reyes. SSG Freeman was assigned to the 
3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, 
Fort Carson, Colorado. 

SSG Freeman, a Caledonia, Mississippi na-
tive, enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1997. Pat 
Freeman, SSG Freeman’s mother, said her 
son was married to his wife, Leah for 14 
months. According to the Associated Press, 
Mrs. Freeman said prayers from family and 
friends helped them through a difficult time. 
‘‘The Army has been very kind to us and 
helped us through this bad time in our lives,’’ 
she said. ‘‘We know Brian is in a better place 
and we will see him again someday. We call 
him our angel now.’’ 

A scholarship was established in his mem-
ory of SSG Freeman at Caledonia High 
School. Twelve scholarships have been 
awarded over the years. Bill Lawrence, the 
former mayor of Caledonia, recently said that 
SSG Freeman’s late father, Glen Freeman, 
worked hard to build support for the develop-
ment of the Veterans Memorial, located at the 
Ola J. Pickett Park. The family also donated 
an American flag and flagpole to the facility. 
The memorial includes two battle crosses— 
one for SSG Freeman and one for Staff Ser-
geant (SSG) Jeffrey Dayton, a Caledonia High 
School graduate who was killed in Iraq in 
2004. 

At the time of his son’s death, Mr. Freeman 
told the Associated Press that SSG Freeman 
meant everything to the family. ‘‘This boy was 
a hero. Our son was everything to us. People 
don’t realize what it is to lose a child,’’ he stat-
ed. Mrs. Freeman said SSG Freeman dem-
onstrated bravery and courage as a soldier. 
She said her son saved the life of their unit’s 
medic who he talked out of riding with them in 
the Humvee on the day of the incident. SSG 
Freeman told the medic that he may be need-
ed if something happened to them. 

The funeral for SSG Freeman was held at 
the Lowndes Funeral Home in Columbus. 
SSG Freeman was laid to rest at Rowan Cem-
etery in Caledonia, Mississippi. 

SSG Freeman is survived by his mother, 
Pat Freeman; his wife, Leah; her son, Bradley 
Thomas; his sister, Lisa Nichols; his uncle, 
Rick Merryman; his aunt, Karen Merryman; his 
brother-in-law, Ronnie Christian; and his sis-
ter-in-law, Linda Christian. 

SSG Freeman’s service and sacrifice to pro-
tect America will not be forgotten. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MRS. 
VELORIS ‘‘JEAN’’ WILLIAMS- 
EDWARDS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to a great 
woman and sincere friend, Veloris ‘‘Jean’’ Wil-
liams-Edwards. Jean passed away on October 
29, 2017. Funeral services will be held at 
Mount Calvary Baptist Church in Alexandria, 
Virginia on Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 
11:00 a.m. 

A native of Wooten’s Crossroads, North 
Carolina, Jean was born to George T. and 
Lacy Ann (Mott) Williams, as the fourth of 
eight children. A product of the Greene County 
School System, she graduated from Greene 
County Training School in 1959. She went on 
to attend North Carolina Agriculture and Tech-
nical State University (NC A&T) where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Spe-
cial Education. After earning her Bachelor’s 
degree, she earned a Masters of Arts in 
Teaching from the University of Maryland. 

In 1964, she married the love of her life, 
Leon Edwards, and they built a life that was 
based on the love of God, the love of each 
other, the love of family and the love of peo-
ple. They knew that the love of these could 
lead one to a close and fulfilling relationship 
with God because they are an embodiment of 
His greatest commandments: to love Him with 
all your ‘‘heart, mind and soul’’ and to ‘‘love 
thy neighbor as thyself.’’ 

Jean’s passion for education persisted dur-
ing her professional career as a teacher, a vo-
cational development specialist and a transi-
tion coordinator, where she taught her stu-
dents to be of service to others. After her ca-
reer in education, she went on launch a dress 
shop, work as a promoter for various events, 
and work alongside her husband at Edwards 
Trucking Company (which evolved in to a pro-
ductive transportation company), before be-
coming a staff assistant in the office of former 
Speaker of the House, Newt Gingrich. The 
treasured relationships she developed and the 
exciting daily operations of the Office of the 
Speaker made her experience on Capitol Hill 
beneficial. 

Maya Angelou once said, ‘‘A great soul 
serves everyone all the time. A great soul 
never dies.’’ Jean was undoubtedly great be-
cause of her devotion to her work, and the 
compassion she showed for her friends and 
loved ones. 

On a personal note, Jean became a trusted 
friend on Capitol Hill. I was truly blessed by 
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